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PRIMEVAL INDIA   

AN ELOQUENT TESTIMONY OF  

RAIN WATER HARVESTING 

Our ancient religious texts and epics give a good 

insight into the water storage and conservation 

systems that prevailed in pre-historic days. Over the 

years, rising populations, growing industrialization 

and expanding agriculture have pushed up the 

demand for water. Drives have been initiated to 

collect water by building dams & reservoirs and 

digging wells. Some countries have also strived to 

recycle and desalinate water. Water conservation 

has become the need of the day. The idea of 

ground water recharging by harvesting rainwater 

is gaining impetus in many cities.  

In forests, water seeps gently into the ground as 

vegetation desists the fall. This groundwater in turn 

drips into wells, lakes and rivers. Protecting forests 

means protecting ÂÊwater catchments. In ancient 

India, people believed that forests were the 

sources of water formations and thus adored them.  

The Indus Valley Civilization, that flourished along 

the bank of the river Indus and other parts of 

western and northern India about 5,000 years 

ago, had one of the most sophisticated urban 

water supply and sewage systems in the world. 

The fact, that the people were well acquainted 

with hygiene, could be seen from the roofed 

drains running underneath the lanes in the ruins 

of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa. In Dholavira (a 

low plateau in the Rann) and Naneghat, a large 

number of tanks were cut in the rocks to provide 

drinking water to tradesmen who used to travel 

along this ancient trade route. Each fort in the 

area had its own water harvesting and storage 

system in the form of rock-cut cisterns, ponds and 

wells that are still in use today.  

Each one of the dwellings in western Rajasthan 

had a rooftop water harvesting system. 

Rainwater from these rooftops was gushed into 

underground receptacles. This structure can be 

seen even today in all the forts, palaces and 

houses of the region. Underground baked 

earthen pipes and tunnels, to maintain the flow 

of water and to transport it to distant places, are 

still functional at Burhanpur in Madhya Pradesh, 

Golkunda & Bijapur in Karnataka and 

Aurangabad in Maharashtra.  
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