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Abstract
Abstract:

One of the most important research ethical issues that

should be taken into consideration is “scientific

misconduct” such as fabrication, falsification and plagiarism.

Plagiarism can occur at any stage of the research activities

such as reporting, communicating, authoring, and peer review.

The purpose of this workshop is to engage researchers in their

responsibility to conduct an ethical research.

Keywords: Plagiarism, Scientific Misconduct, Research tools,
scientific unethical behaviour, Science Scandals, Research
Visibility, Research Impact
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http://www.evancarmichael.com/library/evan-carmichael2/July-2016-Top-100-Technology-Experts-to-Follow-on-Twitter.html
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http://www.evancarmichael.com/library/evan-carmichael2/January-2017-Top-100-Technology-Experts-to-Follow-on-Twitter.html


Effective Strategies for Increasing Citation Frequency 

Journal Reputation and Impact: publishing a paper in a journal based on disciplinary reputatation or with a high impact factor is the most well 
known way of getting your paper cited. But there are many other things a scholar can do to promote his or her work and make it easy for others 
to find.

Utilize Open Access Tools: Open Access journals tend to be cited more than non open access. Deposit your paper in a repository such as Scholars 
Archive here on campus or a disciplinary repository. Share your detailed research data in a repository.

Standarize Identifying Info: try to use the same name throughout your career as well as the name of your affiliated insitution. Using common 
"official" names will allow for consistency and easy retrieval of your work by author or affiliation.

Bring Colleagues on Board: team-authored articles are cited more frequently, as does publishing with international authors. Working cross-or 
inter-disciplinarily helps as well.

Beef Up That Paper: use more references, publish a longer paper. Also papers which are published elsewhere after having been rejected are 
cited more frequently.

Beyond Peer-Reviewed Original Research: Write a review paper. Present a working paper. Write and disseminate web-based tutorials on your 
topic.

Search Optimization: use keywords in the abstract and assign them to the manuscript. Use descriptive titles that utilize the obvious terms 
searchers would use to look for your topic, avoiding questions in the title. Select a journal that is indexed in the key library databases for your 
field.

Market Yourself: create a key phrase that describes your research career and use it. Update your professional web page and publication lists 
frequently. Link to your latest and greatest article in your professional email signature file.

Utliize Social Media: Use author profiles such as ResearcherID and ORCID. Contribute to Wikipedia, start a blog and/or podcast, join academic 
social media sites.

From: Ebrahim, N.A., et al. (2013). Effective strategies for increasing citation frequency. International Education Studies, 6(11), 93-
99. doi:10.5539/ies.v6n11p93
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http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://libguides.library.albany.edu/citesearch


Research Tools Mind Map
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Web of Science

SCOPUS

EndNote

OATD 

& many more Research Tools

Source: https://pixabay.com/en/books-stack-learn-study-library-1015594/

dtSearch

SpringerExemplar

Qiqqa

Academic Phrasebank

& many more tools

Source: http://fotomelia.com/?download=homme-bureau-ordinateur-images-gratuites

Journal Citation Reports

Journal Metrics 

Manuscript matcher 

Find the perfect journal for your 

article 

& many more Research Tools

Source: https://pixabay.com/en/discussion-session-white-male-1874791/

https://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim
http://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim
https://pixabay.com/en/books-stack-learn-study-library-1015594/
http://fotomelia.com/?download=homme-bureau-ordinateur-images-gratuites
https://pixabay.com/en/discussion-session-white-male-1874791/


Research Tools Mind Map
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Social Science Research Network (SSRN)

ZENODO

ORCID (Open Researcher and Contributor ID)

Kudos Innovations

& many more Research Tools

Source: https://pixabay.com/en/network-society-social-community-1020016/

http://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim
https://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim
https://pixabay.com/en/network-society-social-community-1020016/


How to finish your #PhD, in 12 simple steps. #PhDchat | 
http://bit.ly/1ksfdIF pic.twitter.com/fEuGrZnM0j
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/PhD?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PhDchat?src=hash
https://t.co/2244qXav2W
https://t.co/fEuGrZnM0j
https://twitter.com/AcademiaObscura


Ethics in Research  ©2018-2019 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim

Source: Van Noorden R. . Science publishing: the trouble with retractions. Nature 2011;478:26–8

http://www.nature.com/news/2011/111005/pdf/478026a.pdf
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data
Ranging from fabrication to deceptive selective reporting of findings and omission of 
conflicting data, or willful suppression and/or distortion of data.

Plagiarism
The appropriation of the language, ideas, or thoughts of another without crediting their 
true source, and representation of them as one's own original work.

Improprieties of authorship

Improper assignment of credit, such as excluding others, misrepresentation of the same 
material as original in more than one publication, inclusion of individuals as authors who 
have not made a definite contribution to the work published; or submission of multi-
authored publications without the concurrence of all authors.

Misappropriation of the ideas 
of others

An important aspect of scholarly activity is the exchange of ideas among colleagues. 
Scholars can acquire novel ideas from others during the process of reviewing grant 
applications and manuscripts. However, improper use of such information can constitute 
fraud. Wholesale appropriation of such material constitutes misconduct.

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Serious deviation from accepted practices in proposing or carrying out research, improper 
manipulation of experiments to obtain biased results, deceptive statistical or analytical 
manipulations, or improper reporting of results.

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Including but not limited to serious or substantial, repeated, willful violations of applicable 
local regulations and law involving the use of funds, care of animals, human subjects, 
investigational drugs, recombinant products, new devices, or radioactive, biologic, or 
chemical materials.

Inappropriate behavior in 
relation to misconduct

This includes unfounded or knowingly false accusations of misconduct, failure to report 
known or suspected misconduct, withholding or destruction of information relevant to a 
claim of misconduct and retaliation against persons involved in the allegation or 
investigation.

Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data

Ranging from fabrication 
to deceptive selective 
reporting of findings and 
omission of conflicting 
data, or willful 
suppression and/or 
distortion of data.

Plagiarism

Improprieties of authorship

Misappropriation of the ideas of 
others

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Inappropriate behavior in relation 
to misconduct
Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct


Data fabrication and falsification

Fabrication is making up data or results, and recording or 
reporting them.

“… the fabrication of research data … hits at the heart of our 
responsibility to society, the reputation of our institution, the 
trust between the public and the biomedical research 
community, and our personal credibility and that of our mentors, 
colleagues…”

“It can waste the time of others, trying to replicate false data or 
designing experiments based on false premises, and can lead to 
therapeutic errors. It can never be tolerated.”

Professor Richard Hawkes
Department of Cell Biology and Anatomy, University of Calgary

“The most dangerous of all falsehoods is a slightly distorted truth.”

G.C.Lichtenberg (1742-1799)

Source: How To Get Your Article Published: From title to references, From submission to revision Presented by: Anthony Newman, Elsevier, Amsterdam, Birmingham, Nov. 2010
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https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/as/studentservices/graduateschool/documents/public/publishscience.ppt
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data

The appropriation of the 
language, ideas, or 
thoughts of another 
without crediting their 
true source, and 
representation of them 
as one's own original 
work.

Plagiarism

Improprieties of authorship

Misappropriation of the ideas of 
others

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Inappropriate behavior in relation 
to misconduct
Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct


Penalty for Plagiarism

Outside of academia the problem of plagiarism
continues to generate headlines and scandals for
politicians. In Germany, two prominent cabinet
members have been forced to step down due to
allegations of plagiarism in their doctoral
dissertations. Meanwhile, in Canada, the head of the
nation’s largest school district was forced to resign in
the face of plagiarism allegations, and plagiarism
scandals have also embroiled a senator in the
Philippines, the prime minister of Romania, and
several members of the Russian Duma.
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Source: J. Bailey. "Defending Against Plagiarism, Publishers need to be proactive about detecting and deterring copied text.," 26 

November; http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/35677/title/Defending-Against-Plagiarism/.

http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/35677/title/Defending-Against-Plagiarism/
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-21395102
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https://thediplomat.com/2012/09/philippines-senator-accused-of-plagiarism-twice/
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https://sputniknews.com/russia/20130207179283033-Plagiarism-Allegations-Haunt-Russian-Duma-Deputies/


Did I Plagiarize? The Types and 
Severity of Plagiarism Violations
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http://visual.ly/did-i-plagiarize-types-and-severity-plagiarism-violations


Meta Data
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https://wiki.creativecommons.org/File:Nader-1.JPG
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../Link/675258.pdf
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162506000953
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http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15533174.2012.680131
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http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0047110#corrections
http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0047110


Penalty for Plagiarism
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162506000953
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15533174.2012.680131
http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0047110#corrections
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http://www.geneticsmr.com/articles/3962
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3203973/


PubPeer strikes again: Leukemia paper 
retracted for image duplications
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http://retractionwatch.com/2014/12/01/pubpeer-strikes-again-leukemia-paper-retracted-for-image-duplications/
http://retractionwatch.com/2014/12/01/pubpeer-strikes-again-leukemia-paper-retracted-for-image-duplications/


Ethics in Research  ©2018-2019 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim

http://retractionwatch.com/2014/11/18/leukemia-paper-retracted-for-plagiarism-18-years-later/
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data

Improper assignment of credit, 
such as excluding others, 
misrepresentation of the same 
material as original in more than 
one publication, inclusion of 
individuals as authors who have 
not made a definite contribution 
to the work published; or 
submission of multi-authored 
publications without the 
concurrence of all authors.

Plagiarism

Improprieties of authorship

Misappropriation of the ideas of 
others

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Inappropriate behavior in relation 
to misconduct
Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct


Authorship issues
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http://retractionwatch.com/2015/04/21/authorship-issues-spell-retraction-for-breast-cancer-paper/
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data

An important aspect of scholarly 
activity is the exchange of ideas 
among colleagues. Scholars can 
acquire novel ideas from others 
during the process of reviewing 
grant applications and 
manuscripts. However, improper 
use of such information can 
constitute fraud. Wholesale 
appropriation of such material 
constitutes misconduct.

Plagiarism

Improprieties of authorship

Misappropriation of the ideas of 
others

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Inappropriate behavior in relation 
to misconduct
Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data

Serious deviation from 
accepted practices in 
proposing or carrying out 
research, improper 
manipulation of 
experiments to obtain 
biased results, deceptive 
statistical or analytical 
manipulations, or improper 
reporting of results.

Plagiarism

Improprieties of authorship

Misappropriation of the ideas of 
others

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Inappropriate behavior in relation 
to misconduct
Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct


Duplicate Publication

• Two or more papers, without full cross reference, share the same 
hypotheses, data, discussion points, or conclusions

• An author should not submit for consideration in another journal a 
previously published paper. 

• Published studies do not need to be repeated unless further 
confirmation is required. 

• Previous publication of an abstract during the proceedings of 
conferences does not preclude subsequent submission for publication, 
but full disclosure should be made at the time of submission. 

• Re-publication of a paper in another language is acceptable, provided 
that there is full and prominent disclosure of its original source at the 
time of submission. 

• At the time of submission, authors should disclose details of related 
papers, even if in a different language, and similar papers in press.

• This includes translations

Source: How To Get Your Article Published: From title to references, From submission to revision Presented by: Anthony Newman, Elsevier, Amsterdam, Birmingham, Nov. 2010
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https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/as/studentservices/graduateschool/documents/public/publishscience.ppt
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Source: http://www-library.desy.de/oa/sherpa.hep.html

http://www-library.desy.de/oa/sherpa.hep.html
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The COSMO-RS method is an advanced method for the quantitative calculation of 

solvation mixture thermodynamics based on quantum chemistry. It was developed by 

Andreas Klamt and is distributed as the software COSMOtherm by his company 

COSMOlogic (as well as in the form of several remakes by others).

Some Nigerian researchers have used the software (without a license) and report a 

tremendously and completely unbelievably good correlation (r²=0.992) between the 

predicted results and experimental data for the logKow (octanol water partition 

coefficient) of ionic liquids.

Source : http://scholarlyoa.com/2013/10/24/more-bad-science-in-predatory-oa-journals/

http://scholarlyoa.com/2013/10/24/more-bad-science-in-predatory-oa-journals/
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I received an email from Prof. Dr. Andreas Klamt in 

Leverkusen, Germany who explained the case to me. He’s 

the CEO of COSMOlogic. Dr. Klamt writes:

I had been told there about a case, where some Nigerian 

people reported unbelievably good results with my 

COSMO-RS method. They report an r² of 0.992, completely 

out of the realistic expectations. Checking in more detail I 

found that the experimental data have nothing to do with 

the experimental data reported in the PhD thesis which is 

given as source of the experimental data. Not even the 

number of experimental data is in agreement with the 

source, nor the sign of the logarithm. The data are 

complete fake.

Source : http://scholarlyoa.com/2013/10/24/more-bad-science-in-predatory-oa-journals/

http://scholarlyoa.com/2013/10/24/more-bad-science-in-predatory-oa-journals/


The Kardashian index: a measure of discrepant 
social media profile for scientists

F=43.3C0.32(1)

Where F is the number of twitter followers and C is the number 
of citations. 

As a typical number of followers can now be calculated using 
this formula, Hall (2014) proposed that the Kardashian Index 
(K-index) can be calculated as follows: 

K−index=F(a)/F(c)

Where F(a) is the actual number of twitter followers of 
researcher X and F(c) is the number researcher X should have 
given their citations. Hence a high K-index is a warning to the 
community that researcher X may have built their public profile 
on shaky foundations, while a very low K-index suggests that a 
scientist is being undervalued. Here, Hall (2014) proposed that 
those people whose K-index is greater than 5 can be considered 
‘Science Kardashians’

Ethics in Research  ©2018-2019 Dr. 

Nader Ale Ebrahim

Neil Hall, Prof

Source: N. Hall, “The Kardashian index: a measure of discrepant social media profile for scientists,” Genome Biology, vol. 15, no. 

7, pp. 1-3, 2014/07/30, 2014.

http://www.liv.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/neil-hall/
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s13059-014-0424-0
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data

Including but not limited to 
serious or substantial, repeated, 
willful violations of applicable 
local regulations and law 
involving the use of funds, care 
of animals, human subjects, 
investigational drugs, 
recombinant products, new 
devices, or radioactive, biologic, 
or chemical materials.

Plagiarism

Improprieties of authorship

Misappropriation of the ideas of 
others

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Inappropriate behavior in relation 
to misconduct
Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct
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Scientific misconduct

Falsification of data

This includes unfounded or 
knowingly false accusations of 
misconduct, failure to report 
known or suspected 
misconduct, withholding or 
destruction of information 
relevant to a claim of 
misconduct and retaliation 
against persons involved in the 
allegation or investigation.

Plagiarism

Improprieties of authorship

Misappropriation of the ideas of 
others

Violation of generally accepted 
research practices

Material failure to comply with 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements affecting research

Inappropriate behavior in relation 
to misconduct
Source: https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct

https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-checklists/scientific-misconduct
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Source: http://retractionwatch.com/2014/07/14/taiwans-education-minister-resigns-in-wake-of-sage-peer-review-scandal/

http://retractionwatch.com/2014/07/14/taiwans-education-minister-resigns-in-wake-of-sage-peer-review-scandal/
http://retractionwatch.com/2014/07/14/taiwans-education-minister-resigns-in-wake-of-sage-peer-review-scandal/
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http://retractionwatch.com/2014/11/25/publisher-discovers-50-papers-accepted-based-on-fake-peer-reviews/


Major publisher retracts 43 scientific papers 
amid wider fake peer-review scandal
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/27/fabricated-peer-reviews-prompt-scientific-journal-to-retract-43-papers-systematic-scheme-may-affect-other-journals/?postshare=601428659930503


Multiple submissions

• Multiple submissions save you time but waste editor’s and 
reviewer’s time

• The editorial process of your manuscripts will be 
completely stopped if the duplicated submissions are 
discovered.

“It is considered to be unethical…We have thrown out a paper 
when an author was caught doing this. I believe that the other 
journal did the same thing. ”

James C. Hower
Editor, the International Journal of Coal Geology

• Do not send your manuscript to a second journal UNTIL 
you receive the final decision of the first journal

Source: How To Get Your Article Published: From title to references, From submission to revision Presented by: Anthony Newman, Elsevier, Amsterdam, Birmingham, Nov. 2010
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https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/as/studentservices/graduateschool/documents/public/publishscience.ppt
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Source: http://wiki.lib.sun.ac.za/index.php/SUNScholar/Research_Article_Metrics

http://wiki.lib.sun.ac.za/index.php/SUNScholar/Research_Article_Metrics


Refreshing honesty? Journal asks authors to help 
game its impact factor

Ethics in Research  ©2018-2019 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim

Source: http://retractionwatch.com/2015/02/09/refreshing-honesty-journal-asks-authors-help-game-impact-factor/

http://retractionwatch.com/2015/02/09/refreshing-honesty-journal-asks-authors-help-game-impact-factor/
http://retractionwatch.com/2015/02/09/refreshing-honesty-journal-asks-authors-help-game-impact-factor/


Brazilian citation scheme outed
Thomson Reuters suspends journals from its rankings for ‘citation stacking’
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Source: Richard Van Noorden , Nature News, 27 August 2013 

http://www.nature.com/news/brazilian-citation-scheme-outed-1.13604
http://www.nature.com/news/brazilian-citation-scheme-outed-1.13604#auth-1


Citation manipulation: Journal retracts paper because author 
boosted references to a journal he edits
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Source: http://retractionwatch.com/2014/02/03/citation-manipulation-journal-retracts-paper-because-author-boosted-references-to-a-journal-he-edits/

http://retractionwatch.com/2014/02/03/citation-manipulation-journal-retracts-paper-because-author-boosted-references-to-a-journal-he-edits/
http://retractionwatch.com/2014/02/03/citation-manipulation-journal-retracts-paper-because-author-boosted-references-to-a-journal-he-edits/


So this company Cyagen is paying authors for 
citations in academic papers.
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http://www.badscience.net/2015/08/so-this-company-cyagen-is-paying-authors-for-citations-in-academic-papers/
http://www.cyagen.com/us/en/community/promotions/citation-reward-program.html


10 Major source of plagiarism

1. Replication: Submitting a paper to multiple publications in an attempt to get it published more than 
once

2. Duplication: Re-using work from one’s own previous studies and papers without attribution

3. Secondary Source: Using a secondary source, but only citing the primary sources contained within the 
secondary one

4. Misleading Attribution: Removing an author’s name, despite significant contributions; an inaccurate or 
insufficient list of authors who contributed to a manuscript

5. Invalid Source: Referencing either an incorrect or nonexistent source

6. Paraphrasing: Taking the words of another and using them alongside original text without attribution

7. Repetitive Research: Repeating data or text from a similar study with a similar methodology in a new 
study without proper attribution

8. Unethical Collaboration: Accidentally or intentionally use each other’s written work without proper 
attribution; when people who are working together violate a code of conduct

9. Verbatim: copying of another’s words and works without providing proper attribution, indentation or 
quotation marks

10.Complete: Taking a manuscript from another researcher and resubmitting it under one’s own name

Ethics in Research  ©2018-2019 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Replication

Example
A scientist submits a manuscript to 
five journals located in several 
different countries. Once he/she 
receives an acceptance notice by 
one of the journals, he/she does 
not immediately notify the other 
four journals, resulting in the 
manuscript being published in two 
journals.

How to Avoid it
Ideally, papers should only be 
submitted to one publication at a 
time. In situations where this is 
impossible, all journals should be 
notified immediately if the paper is 
accepted for publication. 
Manuscripts, once published, 
should not be resubmitted for 
publication with another journal.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Duplication

Example
A researcher inserts sections of 
text from an earlier published 
manuscript in a new manuscript 
that he/she will be submitting to a 
different publisher, without citing 
the earlier work.

How to Avoid it
When using text and elements from 
one’s own previous work, take care 
to cite those works correctly, using 
the same format used for other 
outside sources. In some cases, 
such as repeating an entire 
methodology, it may be preferable 
to include copied text as an 
attributed attachment to the paper.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Secondary Source

Example
When evaluating previous inquiries 
into a subject, a researcher comes 
across a relevant meta study and 
paraphrases from it heavily. 
However, while he/she cites the 
original sources of the studies, the 
meta study that the information 
actually came from is absent.

How to Avoid it
When pulling information from a 
secondary source, cite that source 
as well as any primary ones.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Misleading Attribution

Example
Despite the fact a scientist made 
significant contributions to a paper, 
a team of researchers feels there is 
a conflict of interest and agrees to 
remove the scientist’s name from 
the author list so as to not hinder 
the study’s chance at publication.

How to Avoid it
Though researchers often work 
together, collaborations can raise 
ethical issues. If a conflict of 
interest remains despite attempts 
at a resolution, consider presenting 
the situation to the publisher or 
journal. At all times, keep an 
accurate record of what was 
discovered and when. Alternatively, 
consider taking the matter to any 
relevant ethics boards. In some 
cases, legal assistance may be 
required.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Invalid Source

Example
A researcher, unable to find a 
quality source for a statement 
he/she wants to make, either 
creates a source or misconstrues 
the meaning or context of a real 
source.

How to Avoid it
When doing research for a paper, 
keep effective notes on sources and 
double check their accuracy before 
submission. Never fabricate or 
falsify a source.

Ethics in Research  ©2018-2019 Dr. Nader Ale Ebrahim

Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research

Link/ithenticate-decoding-survey-summary-092413.pdf
http://www.ithenticate.com/Portals/92785/resources/decoding-plagiarism-and-attribution


10 Major source of plagiarism
Paraphrasing

Example
A researcher incorporates ideas or 
data from another researcher’s 
study, but rewrites the information 
in his/her words without providing 
proper citation.

How to Avoid it
Make sure that any and all ideas, 
data and elements from outside 
sources are cited correctly. One 
strategy is to note all sources, along 
with a brief description, throughout 
the writing process. When in doubt, 
it is better to provide extensive 
citation than to fall short.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Repetitive Research

Example
A researcher decides to conduct a 
new study similar to one already 
conducted by a different 
researcher. Many of the results 
overlap, so the researcher 
conducting the new study reuses 
sections and data from the 
previous study without attribution.

How to Avoid it
When reusing someone else’s 
methodology, and in a situation 
when the results of a similar study 
cannot be stated differently, citing 
those sources will prevent any 
plagiarism accusations or foul play.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Unethical Collaboration

Example
A researcher collaborates with two 
other researchers on a study and 
submits a manuscript that is 
represented as the researcher’s 
own work, without recognizing the 
contributions from the others who 
collaborated on the study.

How to Avoid it
Always cite other collaborators’ 
contributions using proper citation 
formats. Incorporate as much 
original work as possible. Avoid 
copying written work, figures and 
images or ideas from collaborators 
without their permission and 
without giving proper credit.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Verbatim

Example
A researcher copies and pastes a 
block of text from someone else’s 
work into a paper without 
providing proper citation, including 
quotation marks.

How to Avoid it
As with paraphrased plagiarism, 
always carefully cite any outside 
material used, even when 
translating to a different language. 
In the case of material used 
verbatim, clearly indicate that the 
text is a direct quote, either 
through blockquoting or quotation 
marks.
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10 Major source of plagiarism
Complete

Example
A researcher copies and submits, 
under his or her name, the entirety 
of a previous paper published by 
someone else.

How to Avoid it
Never sign your name to someone 
else’s work. Conduct original 
research and write papers in your 
own words. If conducting a 
different study is not an option, 
consider replicating the research, 
writing up the findings in original 
words, and citing the original 
material to provide credit for the 
idea of the study.
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Retraction guidelines 
By: COPE

Journal editors should consider retracting a 
publication if: 

• they have clear evidence that the findings are unreliable, 
either as a result of misconduct (e.g. data fabrication) or 
honest error (e.g. miscalculation or experimental error) 
• the findings have previously been published elsewhere 
without proper cross-referencing, permission or justification 
(i.e. cases of redundant publication) 
• it constitutes plagiarism 
• it reports unethical research 
Source: http://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines.pdf
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Thank you!
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