
Introduction  

The Internet is an important aspect of our everyday life, we use the internet for many 

different reason, weather it is to send or receive electronic documents or just to access 

or retrieve information remotely. For many people around the world the internet is more 

than just a means of accessing information, many larger business, organizations and 

academic instructions rely on the internet to run their daily functions. So what is the 

internet. According to H'Obbes' Zakon, R. (2004) we can define the internet as “a 

global network of billions of computers and other electronic devices. With the Internet, 

it's possible to access almost any information, communicate with anyone else in the 

world, and do much more”. Furthermore, just like post offices or any other postal 

services that enables us to send and receive information to communicate effectively 

amongst each other. However, the internet is more than just that, it is a bunch of inter 

connected systems, informational infrastructure that enables us to send and receive 

small packets of digital data and acts as a means to accessing and retrieving 

information from an electronica resource, weather by mobile phone or the use of a 

computer node. In the following essay I will be discussing the history of the internet as 

to how the Internet has revolutionized the computer industry and improved 

telecommunications from the 1990s till the 21st century. I will be also looking closely 

the development of the internet with close reference to the Internet Timeline from the 

1990s till the 21st century. This will enable me to crucially asses as to how my life 

would have been different without the Internet and without internet access.    

A brief history of the internet 

What we use today on a daily basis and strongly depend on, (internet) start of as a 

vague idea in the 1950s from the founder of the internet Robert E. Kahn and the co-

founder of the internet Vint Cerf. In the 1990s, the internet was a difficult concept 

explain to people, the idea of electronic resource being used to surf endless amounts 

of information without using an encyclopedia or a physical book material, was out of 

the ordinary. The Internet has drastically industry and the way in which we make use 

of information and the way we communicate on a daily basis. The major technological 

advancement of the internet can be all traced back to the implantations of (ARPANET). 

According to (Barry M. Leiner,1997,4) “The original ARPANET grew into the Internet. 

Internet was based on the idea that there would be multiple independent networks of 



rather arbitrary design, beginning with the ARPANET as the pioneering packet 

switching network, but soon to include packet satellite networks, ground-based packet 

radio networks and other networks”. Furthermore, the ARPANET primary goals were 

to develop a full . government leader to be the protocol that was used to sustain the 

ARPANET was the Network Control Protocol (NCP). In addition to the ARPANET 

growth, a new protocol was needed because the NCP could no longer support the 

growth of the large network.   

 In the early 1990s the was adopted by Robert E. Kahn and Vint Cerf, and it is the 

most popular network protocol in the world. According to (Gregersen,2019), TCP/IP 

can be defined as “standard Internet communications protocols that allow digital 

computers to communicate over long distances. The Internet is a packet-switched 

network, in which information is broken down into small packets, sent individually over 

many different routes at the same time, and then reassembled at the receiving end”. 

In addition, TCP is the component that collects the small packets of data, while IP is 

responsible for making sure the packets are sent to the right destination or node. 

TCP/IP, govern all of the connections of different computer systems to the internet 

allowing the interconnected network devices to function properly 

 In the 1990s shortly after the TCP\IP was developed, research started to assemble to 

create the network of networks, a collection of computers and all network devices to 

allow the sharing of data. The evolution from the ARPANET to the TCP\IP in the 1990s, 

changed the functioning of the internet system, From the 2000s, there has been an 

incredible growth of internet users all around the world. From the period between 2000 

and 2010, there has been a dramatic increase worldwide internet users. According to 

(Pingdom, R. 2015),” in the early 2000s there were only 361 million users of the 

internet, and in 2010 that number has raised up to 1,967 million users of the internet 

worldwide”.  

 

The chart above reviles the dramatic increase of internet users worldwide. There is 

more than a five times increase in the internet usage by users from the 2000s till 2010. 

These numbers will continue to increase as to more people are technologically 

depended in the 21st century.  



Internet users by world region between period 2000 and 2010 has also increased in 

numbers.  The chart below looks at the Internet users by world region in 2000 and 

2010, and how that growth has been distributed through the different regions of the 

world.     

 

 

    

       

The development of the internet             

From the early 1990s till this day and age there has been a significant evolution of the 

internet and the way in which people make use of the internet.  In the 1990s, 

ARPANET was decommissioned because it could no longer support the growth of the 

larger network, which in turn led the implantation of the Transmission Control Protocol/ 

Internet Protocol (TCP/IP). Tim Berners-Lee a computer scientist, and his colleagues 

developed the hypertext mark-up language (HTML), a new way in which information 

could be published via hypertext format on the internet and also devolved the uniform 

resource locator (URL), giving birth to the first development of In 1991 when the 

internet was open up to commercial users, it also gave rise to a new platform of E-

commerce. E-commerce can be defined as “the trading in products or service using a 

computer network, such as the internet”, According to (Kutz, 2016, p.17).  In addition, 

electronic commerce is the mythology of modern business in which it addresses the 

requirements of business organization via electronic medium.  

In 1995, there was a huge breakthrough for internet users and commercial companies. 

On Aug. 24, 1995 Microsoft launched the Windows 95 introducing their newest 

operating system. The Microsoft launch was hyped by a $300 million marketing 

campaign, including a “cyber sitcom” showing off the new features. In 1995, computers 

were still mostly for the office and productivity. But Windows 95 brought with it a word 

that consumers understood: “Start.” Start what? Start anything 

Also emerging during the early 1990s, as a means of e-commerce were by the internet 

connection.   



According to (Shah, 2018), “Amazon was the most popular e-commerce marketplace 

as of December 2017 with 197 million users per month. eBay however, was Amazon’s 

third-closest rival with approximately 113 million unique monthly visitors”. 

Furthermore, through the acquisition of online payments system, eBay and AMAZON 

revolutionized the profile of digital payments, spinning off the businesses, further 

supporting the growth of e-commerce payments platforms. 

With the rise in electronic commerce, there has also been a rise security threats with 

more people using the internet. There have been hundreds of sinister attacks which 

are aimed at Internet users each day. According to (Carolyn Duffy Marsan, 2009) 

“back in 2003, an estimated 15 billion spam messages were sent over the Internet 

daily. That means 45% of all e-mail messages were unsolicited pitches for things such 

as drugs and penny stocks”.  

Internet Explorer created by Microsoft Corporation, also took a huge momentum in the 

early 1995 and saw it rise to became one of the world’s most popular bowers for 

accessing the Internet till the 2002. Internet Explorer was installed as the default 

browser in all Windows PCs. There have been 11 versions between 1995 and 2013.  

In 1996 Java was launched, allowing for animation on websites and creating a new 

flurry of internet activity. It was common in the days of early internet for web browsers 

to run Java applets, which led to much of its popularity and adoption. Java 

revolutionized the Net and usher it into a new age. 

Internet development in the 2000s  

2000 sees the rise and burst of the dotcom bubble. use and adoption of the Internet. 

In 2001 and through 2002 there was an increase in the dotcom bubble. 

The internet! 

How my life would have been different without it?  

Without the use of the internet information retrieval would have much complex. The 

use of the internet has changed the way in which I do things. My first thoughts when 

confronted with a research assignment is to turn to Google or Bing to get information 

rather than going to the library and psychically search for the information. However, 

the internet has also changed the way in which academics make use of the internet.  



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


