Abiotic factors underlying variation in
composition of riparian plant communities
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Do environmental conditions underlie species turnover among riparian plant communities?
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We used canonical correspondence analysis to
characterize how the composition of riparian
plant communities differed among sites with
different environmental conditions.

Variation in environmental conditions
explained 24% of the variance among
communities in species composition.

Variation in species composition appeared to
be more strongly associated with the climatic
variables we examined (annual precipitation
and annual mean temperature) than with the
other environmental variables included in the
model.
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We used RLQ analysis to examine relationships
between three environmental variables and broad
functional groups (lifespan and growth form), as
well as species origin.
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