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Interview - Email Questions 
 

 

Date:  Conducted - Dec 11, 2019 

Type: Interview by Email  

Description: Interview with Erick Laming, Criminology and Sociolegal Studies  at the University of 
Toronto who has a research focus of police-community relations and accountability, He is an 
Algonquin First Nation man and his research encompasses social justice and human rights as 
police interact with Aboriginal-Canadians. 

 

 

 

 

Q1. In late 2017 the RMCP in decided to abandon plans to adopt BWCs based upon a 
cost determinant. Is 'cost' and 'utility' still used as the major issue preventing these 
technologies proliferating across Canada or has there been a marked shift since that 
time in their rollout? - Alexander Hayes 

 

A1. These same issues are very pressing concerns currently. Honestly, not much as 
changed in the past couple of years. A few law enforcement agencies across Canada 
have deployed/adopted BWC technology but most of these agencies only adopted a few 
cameras for some officers. Most police services continue to cite high costs as a barrier 
to the adoption of BWC technology. - Erik Laming 

 

 

Q2. In Australia human rights lawyers such as Julian Murphy claim that BWCs do not 
solve the social determinants of crime being poverty and trauma. Is there a parallel in 
your experience between Aboriginal Canadian communities and that of Abroriginal 
Australian communities who report a disproportionate level of policing in communities in 
that regard? - Alexander Hayes 

 

A2. There are so many issues related to policing Aboriginal peoples and communities in 
Canada. This is a tougher question to answer because we have very little literature on 
the experiences and perceptions of Aboriginal people concerning the police. Policing 
Aboriginal communities is also a complex issue as the RCMP often police First Nation 
reserves - but we also have some stand-alone self-administered First Nations Police 
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Services that have authority to police certain reserves. The use of BWCs is not 
widespread and really is non-existent in Aboriginal  communities. I suspect this will be 
the case for the foreseeable future. - Erik Laming 

 

 

Q3. The right to film police using devices such as smartphones or other body worn 
camera devices remains legal in Australia. Whilst placing themselves at risk of being 
targeted as a result of that civil right, what similarities or differences exist in Canadian 
laws in that regard? - Alexander Hayes 

 

A3. This is the same in Canada. The public have the right to film police during the 
course of their duties and activities. There have been several recent examples where 
police have threatened those filming with arrest or have intimidated/lied to the public 
while they were filming police. But, any public person can film the police (they just have 
to be sure they are not interfering with a crime scene which is often ambiguous).  - Erik 
Laming 

 

 

Q4. Your work at the Centre for Criminology & Sociolegal Studies has included 
examining the benefits and detriments of BWCS in society. What current social impacts 
and future ethical implications are there in your experience of these devices being 
network connected and equipped with facial recognition technology? - Alexander Hayes 

 

A4. Facial recognition is a scary feature for this technology. My research hasn't gone into 
depth with this type of technology but I know that there are several U.S. states that have 
banned the use of facial recognition in BWCs. There are so many ethical concerns with 
the use of facial recognition. Canadian discussion has not gone there yet. As you know, 
we are still in the infancy stage of whether BWCs will be used widespread. So, the 
discussion of facial recognition hasn't even been brought up because it is such an 
advanced component within this tech. The proponents of facial recognition claim that the 
technology can prevent crime and solve crime, but the major concerns (primarily the 
racial disparities and unreliability of the technology) currently outweigh the benefits and 
the use of this technology in BWCs needs to be delayed indefinitely.  - Erik Laming 

 

 

Q5. Erick, you identify as from a background that is Algonquin First Nation and your 
research looks at Aboriginal-Canadians' experiences with the police. Are you aware of 
any other ethnographic or qualitative long-term international studies of the impacts of 
BWCs on First Nation communities? - Alexander Hayes 
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A5. Nothing that I know exists. As I stated earlier, there is very little literature on 
Aboriginal-Canadians' experiences with and perception of the police. This is quite 
consistent internationally with westernized nations that have similar foundations (i.e., 
New Zealand, U.S., Australia). We desperately need more literature and more 
lived-experiences of Indigenous peoples, so we can begin to understand how these 
topics and developments impact these populations. -  - Erik Laming 
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