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Abstract:
Social networking sites are profile based websites that allow users to maintain social relationships by

viewing, visiting, and sharing their lists of social connections with other members. The use of social networks is a
growing phenomenon, being increasingly important in both private and academic life. Social networks are used as
tools to enable users to have social interaction. Social networking tools, reinforced by proliferation and advances in
portable computing and wireless technologies have reshaped how information is produced, communicated, and
consumed. Social networking tools also play the important role in research activities. Research is a systematic
inquiry that investigates hypotheses, suggests new interpretations of data or texts, and poses new questions for future
research to explore. Nowadays, research has been increased in all disciplines and the role of research in academic
institutions is become more important. In recent, Influence of information technology the trends in research have
been changed and this paper highlights the social networking research tools and its importance for systematic and
quality research.
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1. Introduction
“Social networking sites are profile based websites that allow users to maintain social relationships by

viewing, visiting, and sharing their lists of social connections with other members. These sites can be used to build
community-based personal websites, online discussions forums, chat rooms and other social spaces accessible to
users for exchange of personal content and communication. Examples of social networking sites include Orkut,
Facebook, and MySpace” (Boyd and Ellison)

2. Social Networking Tools for Research
Social networking tools have become an integral part of our daily lives. Research and collaboration is an

area where social networking tools have been expected to play a major role by revolutionizing the way research is
conducted, communicated and disseminated. The various social networking services and tools that are available to
help researchers work together, and to share resources and results. Social networking research tools can help
individual researchers for the following reasons

2.1 Objectives of Social Networking Tools (SNT)

 To enable researchers to communicate with other researchers and stakeholders easily
 To conduct to conduct online surveys for research
 To collect and share information
 To store the information in cloud and access
 To promote and support collaborative research

The Social networking tool can be broadly divided into two (i) Tools for network with professionals (ii) Tools
for citation management

3. Tools for network with professional

3.1 Academia.edu (https://www.academia.edu)
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Academia.edu is a platform for students, research scholars and faculty members to share their research
papers. The Students and researcher use this site to share and monitor impact of their research, and track the research
of academics. This site is very much important among the scholars and 2 crores of academics have signed up and
added 59 Lakhs of papers. It is hugely used by the academics.

3.2 ResearcherID (http://www.researcherid.com/)

ResearcherID provides a complete information about the researcher and their publication list. It can avoid
the confusion in authorship. Each member is assigned a unique identifier to enableresearhers to manage their own
publications , track their citation and h-index and identify  potential collaborators. In addition, ResearcherID
information integrates with the international database called Web of Science and is ORCID compliant, allowing the
researchers to claim and showcase their publications. The registry option can help the researcher to find
collaborators, review publication lists and explore how research is used around the world.

3.3 ResearchGate (http://www.researchgate.net/)

ResearchGate was built by scientists, for scientists. It differs from other social network sites it focuses on a
research interest or paper. It got a feature to follow the user and also the research interest. In addition, this also have
the facility of blogging for users to write their views and chat room available to share the instant message with the
scientist.

3.4 Insciences (http://insciences.org/)

Insciences Organisation is a non-profit organization in Switzerland. Insciences is an international, free-
access social networking website dedicated solely to experts in science fields such as researchers, professors,
doctors, lecturers and PhD students from all around the world. It helps the researchers to publish their theoretical
and experimental details and collaborate with other researchers. Insciences offers free membership which includes
different services to allow the members to meet and interact with each other.

3.5 Methodspace (http://www.methodspace.com/)

Methodspace is a multidimensional online network for the community of researchers, from students to
professors, engaged in research methods. Sponsored by SAGE, a leading publisher of books and journals in research
methods, the site is created for students and researchers to network and share research, resources and debates.
Methodspace users have free access to selected journal articles, book chapters, etc which highlight emerging topics
in the field.

3.6 MyScienceWork.com (www.mysciencework.com)

My Sciencework helps to develop the online promotion platforms for research institutions. The
comprehensive platform MyScienceWork serves the needs of individual members eager to access and share
research. It enhances the research of data via the Polaris platforms, and serves a community of 500,000 members
with more than 30 million scientific publications from all over world repositories and publisher databases and
several collaborative tools.

3.7 Social Science Space (http://www.socialsciencespace.com)

Social Science Space brings social scientists together to explore, share and shape the big issues in social
science, from funding to impact. This online social network features blogs with the most current thinking from key
players in social science, a forum for discussions, a resource center with free videos, reports and slides that support
these discussions, as well as funding and job opportunity notices.

4. Tools for citation management

4.1 CiteUlike (http://www.citeulike.org/)

CiteULike is helps the researcher to store, organise and share the citations of scholarly papers. Researchers
can access CiteUlike by browser from anywhere with Internet connection. CiteULike supports annotation and rating
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of items, and upload of attachment. It allows the researcher to import and export the data’s directly from the
databases in single or in batches by using BibTex or RIS formats. It is very easy to use by the research scholars.

4.2 EndNote (http://endnote.com/)

EndNote is a reference management tool developed by Thomson Reuters that allows users to Search
databases right within EndNote, Collect full-text PDFs in one click, Organize references,Organize, rename,
annotate, search and open PDFs, Sync desktop and online libraries, Build and format bibliographies, Write, polish
and publish and Share research with colleagues and team members. Researchers can network and collaborate
privately with their own team, or openly with the wider research community.

4.3 Mendeley (https://www.mendeley.com/)

Mendeley is a free reference manager and academic social network. It allows users to generate
bibliographies, find and import papers of interest, access their papers from anywhere online, and collaborate with
other researchers online. Mendeley has special application that allows users to sync across devices and access their
collections from anywhere. In recent Elsevier publication started using mendeley for their products based on
mendeley features. It has number of important features i.e. 1000+ bibliographical styles, word plugin for
bibliographies, annotate the pdfs’ and sync.

4.4 Zotero (https://www.zotero.org/)

Zotero is a free, easy-to-use tool to help users in collect, organize, cite, and share their research sources.
Users can add PDFs, images, audio and video files, snapshots of web pages, and really anything else. Zotero
automatically indexes the full-text content of their libraries, enabling them to find exactly what they're looking for
with just simple keyword.

5. Features and benefits of Social Networking Research Tools:
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Features of the
Tools

Benefits to the researcher

Profile creation
Researchers can manage and share their professional information to create the profile
and generate citation metrics.

Share and Follow
the Research

Researchers can share their research, monitor deep analytics around the impact of their
research, and track the research of academics they follow.

Statistical View
Researchers can get statistics about views, downloads and citations of their research.

Publish and
Exchange
Information

Researchers can publish their theoretical and experimental details while interacting and
exchanging valuable information with each other.

T
oo

ls
 f

or
C

it
at

io
n

M
an

ag
em

en
t

Research in One
Place

Researchers can have all of their research and related documents in one place whatever
the type by securely stored and accessible across devices, they can search and sort the
references, documents and notes in one place with organized manner.

Sync the Data
Researchers can synchronizes data across as many devices and some tools have the
facility to read the PDFs even in offline.
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Annotate

Researchers can highlight, annotate and even add sticky note for their own convenience.

Citations
in different styles

Conversion of citation styles is very simple and bibliography list can be prepared in
short time.
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6. Conclusion

Social networking tools play a vital role in the field of scholarly communication especially in the field of
research. Many tools exclusively designed for researchers in order to save their time and energy which will
ultimately help them to organize their research work and increase their productivity in number of ways. In India
social networking research tools must be promoted to the students to utilize them as much as possible. As library
professionals, we have to take initiate to introduce these tools to the research community in our concerned
institutions, as well as make them available in the library for the better use. This can solve the research
communities’ practical problems in search, cite, annotate and collaborate for their research.
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Share in Public
or Private

Researchers can publicly or privately share reading lists, references or full-text articles.
Create groups to tackle research assignments, share feedback and write papers with their
collaborators.

Connect with
People

Researchers can connect with colleagues, peers or classmates to follow their research
output. Showcase the published research to millions around the world.


