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Abstract 

Abstract: With overwhelming thousands of online journals daily, many 

scholarly articles simply never reach their intended audience and 

consequently fail to generate the impact they deserve. Traditionally, 

scholarly publishers ensured the visibility of an authors’ work by 

circulating print journals to targeted readers. But fewer people are 

reading print journals anymore and as content continues to migrate 

from print to online — how can researchers optimize electronic 

distribution of content? This presentation, lead you to prepare a pre-

print, post-print of your paper/article for online presence, wider visibility, 

and increase citation. 

 

Keywords: H-index, Improve citations, Research tools, Bibliometrics, 

Research visibility, Research impact 
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Effective Strategies for Increasing Citation Frequency  

Journal Reputation and Impact: publishing a paper in a journal based on disciplinary reputatation or with a high 

impact factor is the most well known way of getting your paper cited. But there are many other things a scholar can do 

to promote his or her work and make it easy for others to find. 

Utilize Open Access Tools: Open Access journals tend to be cited more than non open access. Deposit your paper in 

a repository such as Scholars Archive here on campus or a disciplinary repository. Share your detailed research data in 

a repository.  

Standarize Identifying Info: try to use the same name throughout your career as well as the name of your affiliated 

insitution. Using common "official" names will allow for consistency and easy retrieval of your work by author or 

affiliation.  

Bring Colleagues on Board: team-authored articles are cited more frequently, as does publishing with international 

authors. Working cross-or inter-disciplinarily helps as well.  

Beef Up That Paper: use more references, publish a longer paper. Also papers which are published elsewhere after 

having been rejected are cited more frequently. 

Beyond Peer-Reviewed Original Research: Write a review paper. Present a working paper. Write and disseminate 

web-based tutorials on your topic. 

Search Optimization: use keywords in the abstract and assign them to the manuscript. Use descriptive titles that 

utilize the obvious terms searchers would use to look for your topic, avoiding questions in the title. Select a journal that 

is indexed in the key library databases for your field. 

Market Yourself:  create a key phrase that describes your research career and use it. Update your professional web 

page and publication lists frequently. Link to your latest and greatest article in your professional email signature file.  

Utliize Social Media: Use author profiles such as ResearcherID and ORCID. Contribute to Wikipedia, start a blog 

and/or podcast, join academic social media sites. 

From: Ebrahim, N.A., et al. (2013). Effective strategies for increasing citation frequency. International Education 

Studies, 6(11), 93-99. doi:10.5539/ies.v6n11p93 

 ©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://libguides.library.albany.edu/citesearch


October 2016 Top 100 Management Experts to 
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Top 10 authors with the highest 

profile view counts on ResearchGate 
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Source: Martín-Martín, A., Orduna-Malea, E., Ayllón, J. M., & López-Cózar, E. D. (2016). The counting house, measuring those who count: Presence of 

Bibliometrics, Scientometrics, Informetrics, Webometrics and Altmetrics in Google Scholar Citations, ResearcherID, ResearchGate, Mendeley, & Twitter. 

EC3 Reseach Group: Evaluación de la Ciencia y de la Comunicación Científica Universidad de Granada and Universidad Politécnica de Valencia (Spain), In 

Progress,. doi:10.13140/RG.2.1.4814.4402 

http://arxiv.org/abs/1602.02412
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The State of Authorship 
Maximizing Impact with the Time and Money You Spend 
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Source: Mudrak, Ben. (2016) "State of Authorship Report: Time and Costs Involved in Publishing Research.“, American Journal Experts 

(AJE)  

https://www.aje.com/en/arc/state-of-authorship-report/
https://www.aje.com/en/arc/dist/docs/AJE-State-of-Authorship.pdf


Increased access 
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Source: Rosarie Coughlan, (August  2011) “Enhance the Visibility & Impact of Your Research-9 Simple Tips”, 

Accountancy Librarian, Concordia University 

Increased downloads 

Increased citations  

Increased impact! 

= 

= 

= 
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Source: Bonnie Swoger, (2013) Understanding your rights: pre-prints, post-prints and publisher versions, Scientific American 
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Pre-print 
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Source: Bonnie Swoger, (2013) Understanding your rights: pre-prints, post-prints and publisher versions, Scientific American 

A pre-print is the original version of the manuscript 

as it is submitted to a journal. While the authors 

may have sought help from their colleagues in 

selecting data analysis techniques, improving 

manuscript clarity, and correcting grammar, the 

pre-print has not been through a process of peer 

review. It typically looks like a term paper - a 

double spaced .doc file with minimal formatting. 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/author/bonnie-swoger/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/author/bonnie-swoger/


Post-print 
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Source: Bonnie Swoger, (2013) Understanding your rights: pre-prints, post-prints and publisher versions, Scientific American 

A post-print is a document that has been through the peer 

review process and incorporated reviewers comments. It is 

the final version of the paper before it is sent off the the 

journal for publication. It may be missing a final copyedit (if 

the journal still does that) and won't be formatted to look 

like the journal. It still looks like the double spaced .doc file. 

Sometimes, the term "pre-print" is used interchangeably 

with "post-print," but when it comes to permissions issues, 

it is important to clarify which version of a manuscript is 

being discussed. 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/author/bonnie-swoger/
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Publishers version/PDF 
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Source: Bonnie Swoger, (2013) Understanding your rights: pre-prints, post-prints and publisher versions, Scientific American 

This is the version of record that is 

published on the publishers website. It 

will look quite spiffy, having been 

professionally typeset by the publisher. 

Library databases will link to this 

version of the paper. 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/author/bonnie-swoger/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/author/bonnie-swoger/
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What Options Do Authors Have?  
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Gold Open Access Journals 

• Journals that automatically and 

immediately make their articles available 

online to all at no cost (the articles are 

always free to read). 

 

• Gold OA journals do not take copyright. 

They use Creative Commons licenses 

instead.  
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Green Open Access Journals 

• Traditional, subscription-based journals 

that permit authors to self-archive 

their articles in OA repositories. 

 

• In general, Green OA journals do take 

copyright, but “give back” some rights 

to the author. 
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Traditional Toll Access Journals 

Subscription-based journals that 

require authors to transfer 

copyright to the Journal, which 

then has exclusive rights to the 

article. 
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Publishers and copyright 

• Assigning copyright to a publisher does not generally 
mean that you cannot deposit in a repository 

• Most publishers now permit authors to deposit a copy of 
their articles in repositories 

• This is a right granted to authors over and above any 
copyright agreement you have signed 

• However, most publishers will only allow you to deposit 
your ‘author final version’ of your work 

• Some publishers have embargo periods, e.g. an article 
can only be deposited in a repository 6 months after 
publication 
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Source: Morag Greig, Enlighten: Glasgow’s University’s online institutional repository 
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Copyright issue 

Your publication freely available 

Besides the bibliographic details, you can add the publication itself to UvA-

DARE, in pdf or Word. Of course, you yourself decide whether you only 

want to archive it (in which case the electronic version is not accessible) or 

if you wish to give interested researchers and readers full access to the 

electronic publication. There are great advantages to making it worldwide 

available. Publications which are freely available are most often 

downloaded and cited.  

If your publisher does not give permission to give access to the 

definitive publisher's version/pdf, in many cases it is permitted to make 

the last author's version available (i.e. the version after peer review). This 

version has the same scientific content, but lacks the publisher's lay-out. 

More information can be found at SHERPA/RoMEO and the Open Access 

and Copyright site of UvA.  

 
Source: Digital Academic Repository of the University of Amsterdam 
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Springer's Self-Archiving Policy 

Springer is a green publisher, as we allow self-archiving, but most importantly we are fully transparent 

about your rights.  

Publishing in a subscription-based journal 

If you publish an article in the traditional way, without open access our Copyright Transfer Statements 

reads (excerpt):"Authors may self-archive the author’s accepted manuscript of their articles on their 

own websites. Authors may also deposit this version of the article in any repository, provided it is only 

made publicly available 12 months after official publication or later. He/ she may not use the 

publisher's version (the final article), which is posted on SpringerLink and other Springer websites, for 

the purpose of self-archiving or deposit. Furthermore, the author may only post his/her version 

provided acknowledgement is given to the original source of publication and a link is inserted to the 

published article on Springer's website. The link must be accompanied by the following text: “The final 

publication is available at link.springer.com”."Prior versions of the article published on non-commercial 

pre-print servers like arXiv.org can remain on these servers and/or can be updated with the author’s 

accepted version. The final published version (in PDF or HTML/XML format) cannot be used for this 

purpose. Acknowledgement needs to be given to the final publication and a link should be inserted to 

the published article on Springer’s website, accompanied by the text “The final publication is available 

at link.springer.com”. 

CTS (for information purposes only) (pdf, 213 kB) 

Publishing open access 

If you publish your article open access, the final published version can be archived in institutional or 

funder repositories and can be made publicly accessible immediately.  

Open Access at Springer 

 

©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

http://link.springer.com/
http://link.springer.com/
http://static.springer.com/sgw/documents/1384288/application/pdf/62482_CTS+Format_T1.pdf
http://static.springer.com/sgw/documents/1384288/application/pdf/62482_CTS+Format_T1.pdf
http://static.springer.com/sgw/documents/1384288/application/pdf/62482_CTS+Format_T1.pdf
http://static.springer.com/sgw/documents/1384288/application/pdf/62482_CTS+Format_T1.pdf
http://static.springer.com/sgw/documents/1384288/application/pdf/62482_CTS+Format_T1.pdf
http://www.springer.com/open+access?SGWID=0-169302-0-0-0


Is a Journal Green OA? 

SHERPA/RoMEO 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ 

 

Search by journal/publisher to learn 

its copyright and self-archiving policies 
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Journal:  Scientometrics 

General Conditions 

• Author's pre-print on pre-print servers such as arXiv.org 

• Author's post-print on author's personal website 

immediately 

• Author's post-print on any open access repository after 

12 months after publication 

• Publisher's version/PDF cannot be used 

• Published source must be acknowledged 

• Must link to publisher version 

• Set phrase to accompany link to published version (see 

policy) 

• Articles in some journals can be made Open Access on 

payment of additional charge 
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Link/libri-2015-0095.pdf


Pre-print Definition 

• A preprint is an author’s own write-up of 

research results and analysis that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any other 

value added to it by a publisher (such as 

formatting, copy editing, technical 

enhancement etc...). 
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Author final versions 

• The version of your paper following refereeing 

and editing 

• NOT the pre-print version 

• Must not include publisher logos, formatting etc. 

• Recognise people may not have suitable 

versions of older material 

• However, good idea to start keeping a suitable 

version and depositing it at the time of 

publication 
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pre-submission version 
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Barbara_Robson/publication/283663390_Can_we_predict_citation_counts_of_environmental_modelling_papers_Fourteen_bibliographic_and_categorical_variables_predict_less_than_30_of_the_variability_in_citation_counts/links/568b1fb508ae051f9afa8ee6.pdf
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Author's version vs. publisher's version  

©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 
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Preprint version vs. publisher's 

version  
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Author version 
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http://dbs.uni-leipzig.de/file/Webhindex _accepted.pdf


Author proof version 
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http://eprints.rclis.org/16100/1/Miguel_et al_2011_Open Access and Scopus_Proof Version.pdf


 

©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 
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Metadata 

The metadata of an article refers to a number of things. 

Metadata can refer to the keywords used, as well as to the 

type of file your document is, such as whether it is a PDF or 

Word file, the title, subjects and authors of the article, the 

date of the article, the name of the publisher and more. The 

metadata of your article also factors in the indexing and 

ranking of your article, so you should ensure this 

information is complete. 
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Titles: be simple and specific 

• Use active rather than passive verbs.  

• Avoid words that don’t add to the story such as: “on this”, “study”, 

and “investigation”.  

• Be specific in delivering your message:  

• Not every reader may know what Akt and Foxo1 are, but the title is 

declarative and specific. “But don’t be too specific”.  

• When possible, avoid acronyms and other jargon, which renders the 

title opaque to readers not already conversant in the field.  

• Avoid question marks: titles should present outcomes, without 

teasing the reader.  

• Focus on what is novel in the work.  

• Avoid complex, compound nouns. For example, the term “excess 

water-weight remover”. 
Source: http://blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2015/07/10/publishing-high-impact-papers-natures-way 
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Strategies for Enhancing the Impact of Research 

Preparing for Publication 

• Add the name of study in the title of all 

publications and use the same title/ name 

consistently. 

• Assign keyword terms to the manuscript. 

• Formulate a concise, well-constructed title and 

abstract. Include crucial keywords in the 

abstract. 

• Publish your work in an open access journal. 

• Consider the desired audience when choosing a 

journal for publication.  
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