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When our personage decided to live in Italy, he changed his name and continued 
his profession as writer and bookseller. On the other hand he also worked himself 
up to an expert in another profession and so became a very famous man in Rome. 
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Due to his great ability to move in the influential cultural spheres of social life in 
Rome and other Italian places he was informed about all new books and so we see 
that he was involved in the translation of various Italian books which then found 
their market in Spain. Everything comes to an end and so he had to escape to other 
places after the sack of Rome.   
 
He survived the sack. However, he was not sure about his life and therefore our 
mysterious author adopted another pseudonym and continued working in his field 
in his new residence. There he had old friends and was soon back in the highest 
cultural sphere. In the meantime he became older and decided to return to Spain. 
There we see him again involved in several books, because books were his life.   
 
This mysterious author was a genius, a person of wide-ranging knowledge and 
learning. He had a great insight and enthusiasm for the arts and humanities and 
was a man ahead of his time. Scholars think that he was a cleric born in La Peña 
de Martos in the modern province of Jaén.  
 
However, one can consider the biographical information on Francisco Delicado as 
very scanty. The little that we know about him is what he tells us about himself in 
La Lozana andaluz; El modo de adoperare el legno de India Occidentale, Spechio 
vulgare per li Sacerdoti, and in the editions of several Spanish works that he 
supervised in Venice between 1531 and 1534.   
 
Delicado’s date of birth and death is unknown, and the dates that have been 
postulated are purely speculative. He was a refugee from the Inquisition, because 
he feared the Inquisition - so much so that he never used his real name, but always 
worked under several pseudonyms to print his books elsewhere in peace. 
  

 

  
 
 
  


