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ABSTRACT 

 

 Education provides opportunity for learning to people in making their career 

choices. People usually go to classrooms to study, but with the existence of distance 

education, people can study anytime and anywhere. It all started as a correspondence 

program and evolved through the years with the help of the technology. By the turn of the 

twenty-first century, the widespread of the internet allows people to access their courses 

at the tip of their fingertips. The use of multiple channels to deliver the courses and turns 

the distance education into a sophisticated and globally-recognized alternative education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I. Introduction 

1. Subject 

 

 Education takes on the responsibility to understand the things around the world through 

mastery and development of various disciplines. People fill in the classrooms and go to school 

for a better and brighter future. They aim to get ahead of their career during their working age 

and lay down the foundation of knowledge, skills and understanding by studying. Through basic 

appreciation to analysis and skills development, education builds the future of the individual 

learner and the society as a whole. It also played a big role in the history of human civilization.  

 

 For centuries, education evolved as the civilization and the dawn of human 

understanding. From the ancient philosophers teaching their knowledge and wisdom in the 

forests and across the streets until providing structured learning inside the classrooms in the 

modern education, learning has played a major role in the lives of people across ages and 

generations. 

 

 In modern education, teachers and other education professionals recognize the varying 

needs of the students. Some do not meet the learning setup in a classroom because of various 

reasons ranging from personal and work commitments to abilities and disabilities. To expand the 

growing and ever-changing educational needs of students, alternative education has been setup 

by schools. The approach ranges from books and modules in home schooling to blended 

approach of teaching and learning by combining classroom education and outside and home 

school approach. 

 

 By the turn of the twenty-first century, the advancement of technology has brought upon 

a major change in the field of distance education. The presence of personal computers, hand held 

gadgets and internet has allowed people to connect and collaborate. They are also able to study 

anytime and anywhere using the said sophisticated gadgets and apps. 

 

2. Historical Background 

 

Distance education is considered to be one mode of the existing approaches in alternative 

education. According to Gunnawardena and McIsaac (2004, as cited in Mehlenbacher, 2010, p. 

3), it all started in the late 1800s when alternative education already existed and the first distance 

education came out as a correspondence program led by the University of Chicago. In that form 

of education, the people involved, specifically the learner and the teacher, were separated by 

space or geographic location (Brown, 2009, p. 2). The early existence of the program was 

supported by educators like William Rainey Harper (Noble, 2001, as cited in Moore, 2008, p. 6) 

and the program was criticized by the elites as a program with inferior curriculum compared to 

regular schooling (Mohan, 2011, p. 14). The elites pointed out that the classroom education still 

served as a better format for education and that the correspondence program was created for 

those who could not afford to go to school in a full-time fashion. 

 

  

 



 The progress in technology during the 1920s to 1950s had contributed to the evolution of 

the instructional delivery systems for the correspondence program. As the new channel of 

communications opened up, more effective and efficient ways of distance education came about. 

According to California Distance Learning Project (2005, as cited in Mohan, 2011, p. 14), it was 

in the 1920s when Wisconsin's School of the Air proved that instructional delivery could be done 

from a distance. The recent developments in technology had opened the way to the modern 

instructional delivery system which are practiced in the industry, military and business. 

Eventually, the Open University in Britain started to operate in 1970 and Charles Wedemeyer 

made use of the mass media in 1986 for correspondence program at the University of Wisconsin 

(Moore and Kearsley, 1996 as cited in Cook, 2011, p. 11).  

 

 The International Centre for Distance Learning at the British Open University also came 

into existence and became known in the United Kingdom as the largest educational institution 

that holds the most comprehensive research, data, articles and books in distance education 

(Lockwood, 2013, p. 13). They served as one of the largest contributing educational institution in 

the field of distance education. It has been putting efforts in research and innovation to make the 

distance education progressive and immersive. 

 

 It was in 1982 when the International Council for Correspondence Education became 

International Council for Distance Education to showcase the upgrades in the field of alternative 

education (Mohan, 2011, p. 15). After more than twenty years since then, several private and 

public educational institutions opened their distance education programs as they make use of 

broadcast satellites and eventually the use of the modern internet. 

  

3. Statement of the Problem 

 

 The use of the technology promotes the advancement in twenty-first century distance 

education. With the ever-growing demands in learning, challenges are still being faced by the 

field of distance learning to cater to the needs of students from diverse background around the 

world. 

 

4. Thesis Statement 

 

 The existence of the internet, modern hand held gadgets and applications promote the 

advancement in education especially to distance learning wherein the student can learn anytime 

and anywhere. 

 

II. Discussion 

 

 Distance education contains six elements that make it distinct from traditional and 

classroom education according to Eby and Yuzer (2015): 

 a. Difference in geographical location of both the learner and the teacher 

 b. The use of various media to promote learning and engagement with the help of the  

     educator. 

 c. Learner-centered philosophy becomes part of the core in the practice of distance  

     education. 



 d. The communication exchange is done through various telecommunication channels. 

 e. The major role of educational institutions in the promotion of distance learning. 

 f. Educators and teachers do not share theories alone but also practical tips and techniques 

    to prepare the students for careers in various industries. 

  

 First, the main element of distance education is the distance or differences in the 

geographical locations of the learner and the teacher. Sometimes the teacher and the student only 

communicate through modules and books. The student needs to read the lessons and answer the 

exercises and module tests. With the flexibility in terms of location, anybody can study and pass 

the requirements via email or uploading the documents in their online space or classroom 

provided by the school. 

 

 Second, various media are used by the educational institution to promote engagement and 

learning. Videos are proven to be effective for sharing lectures which can be played back anytime 

and anywhere. Audios can be proven as indispensable way of delivering course materials since 

people on-the-go can study by listening while they are doing their usual tasks . Some even make 

use of learning games from simple crossword puzzles, hangman, quiz games up to the more 

sophisticated games which make use of role-playing games to provide the learners the full 

control over their study time while enjoying. 

 

 Third, student-centered learning promotes the individuality and capabilities of each pupil 

as each of them can be enhanced and motivated differently. Some may be attracted to dramatic 

figures to explain the concepts while others may want to learn by having fantasy-based situations 

to explain the topics. 

 

 Fourth, the communication and collaboration if needed are done through video and chat 

messenger, conference calls, emails and social media. It has proven that learning is effective 

through interactions which become a big challenge for distance education. With the use of 

various communication channels, learning from a distance becomes worthwhile and replies and 

interactions may also happen in real time. 

 

 Fifth, the educational institutions serve as the prime movers in the field of education and 

they have a big contribution in the advancement of distance education. They host and facilitate 

the programs for students to enroll and study upon. Without them, distance education may come 

a long way towards progress. Even in corporate trainings, educational institutions are hired to 

enhance the skills of the employees. 

 

 Sixth, the teachers in distance educations are not just teaching the theories but also 

sharing their insights regarding the industries. The methodology of teaching is based upon the 

framework with practical applications in existing industries. That kind of educational 

methodology prepares the students for careers in their chosen industries. 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

Education serves a major factor in improving the future of people. They appreciate, learn, 

understand the concepts, and develop their skills. With the advent of technology, the setup of 



education is not only limited within the four corners of the classroom but also at any locations 

worldwide. Students adjust to the globalization as they can study anytime and anywhere using 

their gadgets and internet. The improvement has a great impact in the field of distance education 

which came from a simple correspondence program. With the six key elements of distance 

education that makes it distinct from traditional education, the field of the alternative education 

becomes more valuable than ever. 
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