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 Case Study P: Cross-Disciplinary Collaboration to Integrate 

Learning: Street Law 

 

This case study describes an example of cross-disciplinary collaborative assessment and integration of 

knowledge involving students from the Department of Law and Humanities and the Department of 

Computing in LYIT in an experiential learning module/project.  

Street Law is a new 10-credit level 7 elective module available to Year 3 students on both of the law 

programmes in LYIT. It forms part of the clinical legal education pathway in LYIT where the focus of 

the modules is on the development of both the students’ ‘lawyering skills’ and their ‘transferable 

skills’ to include a specific “emphasis on generic skills, especially those required for the workplace and 

for active citizenship” in all undergraduate curricula (Department of Education and Skills, 2011, p.56).  

Other modules include workplace learning, a standardised client module and a variety of clinical 

modules using simulated role-play assessments. All these forms of clinical legal education provide the 

opportunity for students’ general and intellectual skills to be developed and enhanced (Kerrigan, 

2011). As we are both advocates of the benefits of clinical legal education modules, a primary 

motivation in the development of this module was to expand our offering to enhance student choice 

and create valuable community links in the context of limited additional resources. 

The live-client model of clinical legal education is under-developed in Ireland for various reasons, 

although it is best practice internationally. The Street Law module goes some way to addressing this 

deficit. In practice, Street Law involves law students teaching law in the community using an 

interactive, activity-based methodology, which is believed to be learner-centred and emancipatory. It 

is a form of public legal education where the recipients select the areas of law that interest them and 

lessons are then tailored to suit the target audience. The current LYIT Street Law module is being 

delivered in secondary schools to TY pupils and examples of the legal topics covered include 

cyberbullying, sport and the law, what is a crime? and human rights.  

There are several aspects to the assessment of the law students, which include observation of their 

participation in training, preparation and planning of lessons, performance and delivery of the 

lessons, and reflection throughout to enable their lifelong learning skills.  

Interactive learning is the pedagogic basis of the students’ teaching methodology, which requires 

comprehensive and detailed lesson planning. However, a feature of the module, echoing the Street 

Law ethos of open access, is to make the lesson plans openly available to others to encourage and 

facilitate engagement by others in the Street Law programme. A website with a repository of these 

lesson plans was selected as the best vehicle for their dissemination. The second level pupils 

participating in the Street Law programme are not formally assessed but they are required to 

evaluate the programme and blog about their progress in preparing for an inter-school competitive 
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 mock trial, which is the final part of the Street Law module. A further section of the website is 

devoted to this blog. 

The website is therefore a key component in the delivery of the Street Law module and, as student 

engagement is also a priority, we decided to collaborate with the Computing Department in LYIT and 

involve their computing students in the design and development of the website. A computing lecturer 

designed the brief for the development of the website but three volunteer Year 3 computing students 

effected the project. The brief was based on a professional-client model where the computing 

students were furnished with a client brief and list of requirements. The client, being the Street Law 

module, was represented by two academic co-ordinators, one postgraduate student and two Street 

Law undergraduate student representatives. Each computing student had a designated role (for 

example, one of the students was the client liaison and contact person and this proved to be 

essential, especially during busy periods such as examinations). 

The Street Law representatives met with team representatives of the web-design team on a weekly 

basis in order to inform the process. It was essential that the website would be user-friendly and 

accessible to both the law students and TY pupils. Communication was key to this and the computing 

students were receptive to ideas from the Street Law team, even attending a sample Street Law class 

as members of the audience in order to fully appreciate the Street Law methodology and understand 

why the lesson plan repository and blog is crucial to its success. This enabled valuable peer-to-peer 

learning. Student feedback generally was very positive regarding their exposure to other disciplines, 

recommending further development of this integration.  

Overall, this involvement of the computing students was extremely successful and the computing 

students are due to receive a minor award in Industry Studies for their work, which was assessed by 

their own lecturer from the computing department, albeit based on feedback and evaluation 

provided by the Street Law team. The website is a success and the Law students are pleased with its 

design and functionality.  

Challengers, enablers and suggestions for this approach 
This approach requires co-operation from programme leaders across a range of disciplines, as well as 

between lecturers responsible for delivery and assessment in the various disciplines, so may be 

logistically challenging. Simple practical matters such as agreeing a mutually convenient meeting time 

even proved challenging at times (ultimately resolved by selecting a pre-class slot at 9am each week 

on the basis that whoever was available would attend, clearly this alone might deter others). 

A clear and common understanding of the expectations and deliverables of the respective disciplines 

must be established at the outset of this type of project, to avoid disappointment or frustration on 

either side. A written brief was provided by Street Law to the computing team, yet there were still 

instances where ambiguity arose as to certain aspects of the project in terms of roles and 

responsibilities (for example, the provision of a legal disclaimer on the website - this had to be 

resolved decisively during the process) to ensure that both sets of students and the integrity of the 

assessment process is protected. Clear communication between all parties, in particular the academic 

staff, was crucial. 

The collaborative nature of the process however provided clear benefits to both sets of students, who 

were not only exposed to the skills required by other disciplines but also created a sense of 
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 camaraderie between students whose paths might never have crossed in the absence of this 

collaboration. It provides an excellent opportunity for students to engage in “real life” projects as part 

of their assessment brief, which undoubtedly gives added value and meaning to the experience. The 

integrated approach also provided opportunities for academic staff to collaborate and learn from 

other academic perspectives and reap cross-disciplinary benefits. There are undoubtedly 

opportunities for replication of a similar approach with other disciplines, which would generate 

similar benefits and should be encouraged. 
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