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Highlights

1    The survey seeks to find out whether authors 
are happy with the status of the academic 
publishing system; if there is anything that they 
would like to change about it; and the major 
challenges they face while attempting to get 
published in international journals.

2. The survey questionnaire covers all major aspects
of the journal publication process—manuscript
preparation, journal selection, journal processes,
peer review, open access, and publication
ethics—and is being administered in English,
Simplified Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and
Brazilian Portuguese. Of 5293 survey
respondents, most identified themselves as
“authors” and as working in Medicine and
Allied Health Sciences.

3. The top five countries represented so far, in
descending order, are China, Brazil, South
Korea, Japan, and the U.S.

4. Although majority of the authors have been
involved in academic research for more than 5
years, they indicated that they had published less
than 5 papers. They also indicated that English
was not their first language and that they find it
challenging to write in English.

5. Most authors find the manuscript preparation
stage, especially framing a research question,
"very difficult."

6. Most authors ranked "impact factor" highest
from among 7 factors that they consider while
selecting a journal.

7. More than half the authors reported that they had 
published in an open access (OA) journal. The 
most frequently stated reason for publishing 
OA was increased research reach.

8. Most authors have reportedly written to a journal 
for queries or clarifications during the publication 
process. Of these, the majority indicated that the 
journal’s response was prompt and clear.

9. Most authors indicated that the shortest time (from 
submission) in which they had a paper published 
was between 3 to 6 months, and that the ideal 
time to publication would be under 3 months.

10. Respondents varied in their understanding of what 
constitutes plagiarism and who should receive 
authorship credit, but most indicated that they 
were not familiar with industry-recognized 
good publication practice standards.

11. About one half of the respondents stated that 
they would like to change something about the 
academic publishing system, while the other half 
stated that they were generally satisfied with it the 
way it is.

12. The top ranked aspects of journal publishing that 
authors would like to change, in descending order 
are “time to publication,” followed by “peer 
review process/quality,” followed by
“fairness/objectivity/bias." 
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