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ORCHESTRA UNWRAPPED 2019/20 
Storytelling Competition – Leicester Concert 2: 1 April 2020 

 
As part of the Orchestra Unwrapped concerts in the 19/20 season, the Philharmonia 
Orchestra will be offering the chance for your school to be a part of the show. We want 
your pupils to tell parts of the story of Aaron Copland’s Appalachian Spring, making short 
films that will be shown during the concert. We encourage all schools to submit videos 
according to the brief detailed below. We’ll pick a winning school who will have the 
opportunity to work with the Philharmonia Orchestra’s award-winning Digital team to 
create their final films for the concert performance day. 
 
THE BRIEF 
 
Create three x 60 second videos to tell three parts of Copland’s story of a wedding day in 
pioneer times. The three videos should cover the following: 
 

1. Dawn, sleeping and waking up. Getting ready for an exciting day. 
2. The preacher 
3. The wedding 

 
Anyone in your class can tell the story and any number of storytelling techniques can be 
used e.g. props, animation, signs, acting, movement.  
 
The films will be shown during the orchestral performance, so they must be silent – no 
narration, dialogue or music.  
 
Copland’s story is set during ‘pioneer times’ when the first European people travelled and 
settled in America. They were mostly farmers and lived a simple life. Your version of the 
story doesn’t have to be set during this time – you could set it in any time period or place. 
 
These are draft films. The winners will have their stories filmed by the Philharmonia’s 
Digital team in your school. We’re looking for great storytelling potential, not necessarily a 
finished product. 
 
Please note that the deadline to submit your draft films is Friday 31 January 2020. 
 

Read on for instructions and tips…  



 

 2 

CONTENT 
 
When you make the films, please use Copland’s music as inspiration and consider the 
following: 
 

1. FILM 1: Dawn, awakening (max 60 seconds) 
This film will accompany the following sections from Copland’s Appalachian Spring:  

 1. Very slowly (introduction)  
 2. Allegro (awakening) 

 
Scenario – it’s early morning, the sun is coming up on a very exciting day. After a few 
last sleepy moments, everyone springs into action. Copland’s music begins very still 
and soft but soon erupts into frenzied activity 

 
 

2. FILM 2: The Preacher (max 60 seconds) 
This film will accompany the following section from Copland’s Appalachian Spring:  

 4. Fast (The Revivalist and his flock) 
 

Scenario – the preacher arrives. Let Copland’s music influence you – what does this 
character look like? How do they move? What are they doing? Who do they meet? 

 
 

3. FILM 3: The wedding (max 60 seconds) 
This film will accompany the following section from Copland’s Appalachian Spring:  

 7. Doppio Movimento (Variation on a Shaker Hymn) 
 

Scenario – everyone gathers for a wedding. Again, let the music inspire your 
movement and storytelling. Where is the wedding taking place, who’s getting married 
and what are they wearing? 

 
HOW IT WILL WORK – TIMELINE 
 

1. Teacher participates in INSET session on Tuesday 14 January 2020 to learn more 
about the music in the concert. 

2. The class plans and prepares video content and sends films by Friday 31 January 
2020 to the Philharmonia. NB: The videos must be accompanied by signed recorded 
media consent forms for all students who will be involved. 

3. The Philharmonia’s Education and Digital teams will assess the submissions and 
pick a winner. Winners will be notified by Friday 7 February 2020.  

4. Filming date agreed between Monday 10 February and Friday 13 March 2020. 
5. Filming in the winning school. 
6. Videos edited by the Philharmonia Digital team. 
7. Videos shown in the Orchestra Unwrapped concert on Wednesday 1 April 2020 as 

part of the show at De Montfort Hall.  



 

 3 

 
RULES 
 

1. Each of the three films must be no longer than 60 seconds in duration. 
2. We will not be able to accept videos without signed filming permissions forms for all 

students involved  
3. You can film on any device you have, including phones, iPads or camcorders. 
4. We don’t require editing of your videos, so you can do each film as one take. You 

are welcome to edit if you have capability to do so in-house, but it will not count 
against you if you don’t have the resources to do this. 

5. Please make sure your video format is .mov or .mp4. Most phones and camcorders 
film in one of those formats.  

6. We will not accept late submissions.  
7. You must have availability at your school to film before the stated deadline.  

 
 
TIPS FOR FILMING 
 

1. Brainstorm different ways you could tell your story. Try making a storyboard to 
map out your filming plan visually. 

2. Do several rehearsals before you film. 
3. Make sure your subjects are not too far away from the screen, or too close.  
4. Make sure the people on screen are not backlit unless it’s intentional.  

 
 
HOW TO SEND US YOUR VIDEOS 
 
We will accept submissions in the following ways: 
 

1. WeTransfer: free service, up to 2GB – www.wetransfer.com [RECOMMENDED] 
2. Vimeo: basic accounts are free, create a password protected link and enable 

download – www.vimeo.com 
3. USB drive: by post 
4. DVD: by post 

 
 

ANY QUESTIONS?  
 
Please do get in touch with the Philharmonia Orchestra team:  
Email: orchestra.unwrapped@philharmonia.co.uk 
Telephone: 020 7921 3904 

 
 

We look forward to receiving your videos! 

http://www.wetransfer.com/
http://www.vimeo.com/
mailto:orchestra.unwrapped@philharmonia.co.uk

