
From Prashant:

 Working on my artistic response to the project 'Meet Me Under The Elephant' has been a
wonderful experience for me. I am currently in the final stages of producing the work that is due
to be exhibited very soon.

The work that I am producing is a reflection of my experience of growing up in Hillfields, a
socially deprived area within Coventry that is also commonly perceived as one of the most
dangerous. I see this as an opportunity to provide another viewpoint, and explore the mixed
feelings that I have long held but never before expressed.

Even though it's only been a few months since I was chosen as one of the artists for the project,
I've already learned so much about translating my ideas into artworks, plus I've met so many
supportive people during this time. Dr. Benjamin Kyneswood and Hardish Virk have been
especially helpful. They have both provided me with a great deal of guidance and an incredible
amount of information about Hillfields and its history, all of which has been so valuable and so
fascinating to research.

I've now a much better understanding of the issues and I feel this has broadened the scope of
my approach to making art immeasurably. So much so, in fact, that I'm already planning more
artworks based on this research and the many conversations I've had with the various people
who have lived there.

The only major challenge I've faced so far really has been finding time to create the artworks.
Presently I have many work and family commitments that consume most of my day, so reaching
this stage in the process wouldn't have been possible without the flexibility that this project
offered.

I'd initially struggled somewhat because I'd originally planned to make collages, but this process
proved to be very time-intensive and tricky to put together in the way that I'd originally
envisioned.

Therefore, midway through I made the decision to start over again and switch to making a
series of paintings instead, despite my lack of confidence in my skills as a painter. Thankfully, I
was granted more time to complete the work, but I still worried it would be unfeasible to produce
the images in the way that I envisioned.

Choosing to make paintings instead of collages has definitely changed the character of the
work, yet (to my surprise) has enabled me to be more experimental. This is because there's less
chance of the work being ruined whenever mistakes are made or whenever I want to change
something.

I knew from the beginning that I might struggle with striking a balance between creating
aesthetically interesting artworks that speak to the complex  themes I wanted to address. I
therefore made the decision early on to just allow the work to take shape in whichever way it
wanted. As I create the images, I keep in mind all the concerns that I'd outlined in my project



proposal, but give myself license to be playful too. As a result, the images have changed
considerably from what I'd expected to make, but they're much stronger in my opinion and they
definitely express more sharply what I want to say.

After completing this set of ten paintings, I'm planning to write a short essay to accompany the
exhibition. This is not so much to explain the paintings as to provide more context so that
viewers can understand how these seemingly unrelated works are actually connected works
that are (in their own way) telling a story of Hillfields from within, and in a way that is heartfelt
and without judgement.

A history is not merely the retelling/representation of events alone - it is the
retelling/representation of people's memories, hopes and fears - those that still exist and those
that were lost long ago. These perspectives are so often eliminated from narratives but they're
what I most wish to reflect in my work - pieces of the puzzle that we never knew existed but that
always belonged. Whatever shape the artworks have chosen to take is what is appearing now.


