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Shocked by your winter bill?  
Glad to see the end of the 
cold weather?  
Did you know that Plymouth  
Energy Community have a 
range of services that could 
help ease your worries. Our 
friendly advisors can help you 
over the phone, by email, by 
visiting you at home or by  
coming to a group you attend. 
From a simple chat about your  
circumstances we may be able 
to help: switch your supplier to 
save £200 on average, check your eligibility for grants, 
discounts or benefits, wrap your home in a cosy  
blanket by installing insulation, improve and replace 
your heating system, or learn to use it more efficiently, 
install draught proofing or new energy-saving LED 
lighting or sign up for extra help if you have a power 
cut. All of our support is free and our advisors help 
households to save over £300 on average while  
finding ways to be warmer and to manage bills to    
reduce stress. Please call 01752 477117 or email  
energyteam@plymouthenergycommunity.com  

Carers Week is an annual campaign that is led by Carers 
UK to raise awareness of caring, highlight the challenges 
carers face and recognise the contribution they make to 
families and communities throughout the UK. Caring can 
be a hugely rewarding experience but carers often find it 
challenging to take care of their own wellbeing whilst  
caring. Its impact on all aspects of life from relationships 

and health to finances and work should not be underestimated. Caring without the right information and  
support can be tough. This Carers Week, the theme is ‘help carers get connected’. There are 6.5 million  
people in the UK who are carers and there are an estimated 30,000 carers in Plymouth. They will be looking 
after a family member or friend who has a disability, illness, mental health condition or 
who needs extra help as they grow older. Everyone has a part to play in connecting  
carers and helping them to get the support they need to care without putting off their 
own health needs or losing important relationships with others. This could include an 
employer creating carer-friendly policies by listening to the experiences of their  
workforce, a GP practice offering alternative appointment times to carers struggling to 
attend due to their caring responsibilities or a local business offering special deals for 
carers that support them to stay healthy and well. Take a look inside for events and  
activities for carers and their families to attend this Carers Week. 

10th - 16th June 2019 

 
When you’re caring for someone who is disabled, 
elderly or ill, finding flexible work can be critical. 
Carers can apply with confidence on Timewise 

Jobs, knowing that the employer will be happy to 
discuss a flexible working arrangement if you get a 
job offer. You’ll find part-time jobs, home-working 
jobs, flexible hours arrangements, and also jobs 

where the employer is open  to negotiation on the 
type of flexibility. We hope you’ll find our 'carers 

hub' useful, and welcome your feedback - including 
any suggestions for how we could improve the site, 

or even share your story with us.  
 

Please email us at info@timewisejobs.co.uk  
 

To access carers  
resources at www.timewisejobs.co.uk/caring/ 

 

mailto:energyteam@plymouthenergycommunity.com
https://www.carersweek.org/
https://www.carersuk.org/
https://www.carersuk.org/
mailto:info@timewisejobs.co.uk
http://www.timewisejobs.co.uk/caring/


 

 

 
 

Monday 10th June 2019 

Sea Fishing Trip - All equipment provided, bar on board with hot and cold drinks. Toilets on deck  
level. Assistance will be given landing your fish so no experience required. A £10 non refundable  
contribution is required. This event is for carers only. Meet at Mount Batten Jetty at 9.45am and return 
at 1.00pm. To book a place please contact us on 01752 201890  
 

Trip to St Ives by Train  - Widely regarded as the jewel of Cornwall’s crown, a beautiful seaside 

town set in breath-taking coastal scenery - whatever the time of year or day, St Ives gives something 
special to every visitor that will make you want to return again and again. The train leaves Plymouth at 
09.21am (Meet at the station at 09.10am) and the return journey from St Ives is at 14.33pm (Arrives at 
Plymouth station at 16.51pm). This trip is for Carers and the person they care for to attend. The journey 
is not suitable for anyone who is unable to use stairs. A £10 non refundable contribution is required. 
Call 01752 201890 to book your place.  

Tuesday 11th June 2019 

Coach Trip  to Ivybridge Donkey Sanctuary with Lunch provided - There will be two key donkey 
engagement activities during the visit; A grooming session, learning all about the different brushes and 
tools they use to clean the donkeys, as well as having a go of course. The indoor arena will host an ed-
ucational activity, working with the Donkeys to develop knowledge on a different aspect of donkey care. 
There will also be an enrichment making workshop, where everyone will help make some  
different toys and activities for the herd to enjoy on the yard, then step back and watch how the  
donkeys interact looking for their special treats. Jacket potatoes with various fillings will be provided for 
lunch. We will Meet at the Milehouse park and ride at 10.15am to leave at 10.30am. We will be at the 
Donkey Sanctuary from 11.00am - 2.30pm and will be back at the park and ride at 3.00pm. This trip is 
for Carers and the person they care for to attend. The journey is not suitable for anyone who is unable 
to use stairs. A £10 non refundable contribution is required. Call 01752 201890 to book your place.  
 

Creative Art Session - Art is a great way to take time for yourself away from the pressures of being a 
carer. The Studio are offering carers a free creative art session from 3.00pm - 5.00pm at The Studio, 10 
Abbotts Road, Peverell. The session offers carers the space and time to invest in their wellbeing and 
widen their support network. You will be able to try a range of different techniques and styles including; 
mixed media painting, pebble art, glass and silk painting and craftwork, to name just a few. For more 
information or to book a place please contact Julie Beer on 07572 535235  
 

 

Wednesday 12th June 2019 
 

Aqua Spa Day at China Fleet Country Club - Relax and unwind in the Aqua Spa and then enjoy an 
afternoon tea at the China Fleet Country Club, Saltash, Cornwall,PL12 6LJ. Meet at the Mannamead 
Wellbeing Hub, 156 Mannamead Road at 9.20am to be transported to the China Fleet Country Club in 
time to use the aqua spa for 2 hours from 10am. At 12.30pm a delicious afternoon tea will be provided. 
You will be picked up at 2.00pm and dropped off at the Mannamead Wellbeing Hub at approximately 
2.30pm. Towels and Robes are not supplied for this experience so please remember to bring whatever 
you require with you. This activity is for carers only and a £10 non refundable deposit is required to  
attend. 
 

Tour of Plymouth Gin Distillery and lunch at the Barbican Pasta Bar  - We will meet at Plymouth 
Gin, Black Friars Distillery, 60 Southside Street, The Barbican, Plymouth PL1 2LQ at 10.15am as the 
tour commences at 10.30am. This tour involves a fascinating overview of the history of the Distillery as 
well as an introduction to the Plymouth Gin distillation process and the botanicals which are used.  
At the end of the tour guests can choose between a complimentary miniature of Plymouth Gin to take 
home or enjoy a Plymouth Gin and Tonic at the Refectory Bar. We will then walk down the street to the 
Barbican pasta bar for a delicious 2 course meal. A £10 non refundable contribution is required. This 
event is for carers only. 



 

Thursday 13th June 
 

Beefeater Marshmills, 2 course meal and a drink  - from the daytime saver menu 300  
Plymouth Road, Crabtree, Plymouth , PL3 6RW. Meet at the venue at 11.45am to be seated by 12 
Noon. This meal is for Carers and the person they care for to attend. A £5 non refundable  
contribution is required. Call 01752 201890 to book your place.  
 

Dip and unwind spa day at Elfordleigh Country Club -  Includes Swim, sauna, steam room and 
jacuzzi. A robe, towel and slippers will be provided. We will meet at 9.45am at Elfordleigh Colebrook, 
Plympton, Plymouth, Devon PL7 5EB  where you will be greeted  with a welcome drink before using 
the facilities from 10am - 12 Noon. At 12.30 we will retire to the Brasserie Bar for an afternoon tea.  
This will be two warm scones, fresh strawberries, Devon clotted cream, strawberry preserve and a 
selection of sandwiches including: honey glazed ham & whole grain mustard, mature cheddar and 
sweet pickle, tuna, mayonnaise chive & lemon, and oak smoked salmon & cucumber . This activity is 
for Carers only to attend. A £10 non refundable contribution is required. Call 01752 201890 to book 
your place.  
 
Friday 14th June 
Fused Glass Workshop  - Join us for a fused glass workshop at the Mannamead Wellbeing Hub, 
156 Mannamead Road, Plymouth PL3 5QL from 1.00pm - 4.00pm. You will be able to choose from a 
list of items that you will be able to make and shown basic techniques of glass cutting and laying out 
fused glass designs. Sheena, the workshop leader, will fire your items once they are made and  they 
will be available to collect approximately one week after the workshop. You are free to be as creative 
as you like and Sheena is on hand at all times for advise and to help you.  All tools and equipment 
are provided you will just need to bring yourself ensuring you wear enclosed footwear. This activity is 
for carers only. A £10 non refundable contribution is required. Call 01752 201890 to book your place.  

The Carers UK State of Caring 2019 survey has now launched. It’s the UK’s most comprehensive 

research into the lives and experience of carers and many professionals who work with carers find 

the results provide a useful evidence base for their work locally. Last year it was completed by 

over 7000 carers and Carers UK used the evidence to push carers up the agenda for policy makers 

and to campaign for recognition and change across the UK. Please note that this survey is only for 

those caring unpaid for a disabled, older or seriously ill relative or friend.  

 

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TQHLCZZ  

The closing date is 24 May 2019  

Remembrance Festival Plymouth Pavilions - Friday 8th November 2019 
 

Organised and Produced by The Federation of Plymouth & District Ex Services  

Associations. 6:45pm for a 7:30pm Start. 
 

Come along to this year’s Remembrance Festival Concert with Her Majesty’s Finest Royal 

Marines Band, Military Wives Choir, Ocean City Sound Choir, Plymouth Standards and a celebration of 

the Youth. Only £10 per ticket which includes a Programme and a Flag. Tickets On Sale from 4th June 

2019 at The Plymouth Pavilions Box Office 90 minutes before any show, Alternately online at 

www.theticketstore.co.uk  Or telephone 0333 772 7727 between 10:00am and 2.00pm  

http://www.beefeater.co.uk/steak-restaurant-menu/Devon/Marsh-Mills-Crabtree/menu.html
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TQHLCZZ
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TQHLCZZ
http://www.theticketstore.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 24th June 2019 - Come along and join us from 10am - 12 Noon at the Mannamead Wellbeing 
Hub for some sea inspired art. Create a beautiful picture frame using pebbles, drift wood and other craft 
materials. You may wish to bring along a small photo that you love and would like to integrate into your 
picture. As a fun second activity we will be decorating a canvas shopping bag. No previous experience is 
required. This activity is for Carers and the person they care for to attend. A £5 non refundable  
contribution is required. 
 

Thursday 1st August 2019 - Theatre Royal trip to see Calendar Girls. This is an award-winning  
production based on the true story of the calendar girls – a group of ordinary ladies who achieved  
something extraordinary. Starring Sarah Jane Buckley, Sue Devaney, Julia Hills, Judy Holt, Lesley  
Joseph, Lisa Maxwell and Rebecca Storm. The production starts at 2.30pm and we will meet in the foyer 
at 2.00pm. A £10 non refundable contribution is required. This event is for carers only. 

 

Monday 2nd September 2019 - Join us from 10am - 12 Noon at the Mannamead Wellbeing Hub for a 
craft session where you can create some autumnal mosaic coasters and decorate a lovely heart shaped 
mug to pop on your coaster.  No previous experience is required. This activity is for Carers and the  
person they care for to attend. A £5 non refundable contribution is required. 
 

Thursday 5th September 2019 - Theatre Royal trip to see Buddy - 30th Anniversary Tour. This multi 
award-winning West End show first opened here at the Theatre Royal Plymouth in 1989 and has been 
thrilling audiences around the world ever since. Experience the drama, passion and excitement as a cast 
of phenomenally talented actors and musicians tell Buddy Holly’s story, from his meteoric rise to fame, to 
his final legendary performance at The Surf Ballroom in Clear Lake, Iowa. Featuring two terrific hours of 
the greatest songs ever written, including That’ll Be The Day, Oh Boy, Rave On, La Bamba, Chantilly 
Lace, Johnny B. Goode, Raining In My Heart, Everyday, Shout, and many many more! The production 
starts at 2.30pm and we will meet in the foyer at 2.00pm. A £10 non refundable contribution is required. 
This event is for carers only. 
 

Friday 4th October 2019 -  Plymouth Argyle Tour of Home Park Stadium. This behind the scenes tour 
will start at 10am and we will meet at the bus stop in the carpark at the Devonport end of the  
stadium. You will see all the facilities at Home Park, including the changing rooms, medical room, and 
training pitch, and hopefully the new stand, (if it is completed). If we are lucky we may also  get to meet 
the players, if they are in for training on the day. This activity is for Carers and the person they care for to 
attend. A £5 non refundable contribution is required. 
 

Wednesday 23rd October 2019 -  2 course carvery meal and a drink at Toby Carvery, Roborough, 399 
Tavistock Road, Plymouth, Devon, PL6 7HB from 12 Noon until 2pm. A £5 non refundable contribution is 
required. This event is for carers and the person they care for to attend. 
 

Monday 9th December 2019 -  Join us from 10am - 12 Noon at the Mannamead Wellbeing Hub where 
we will be making a beautiful Rag Wreath and decorating a Glass Candle Votive. No previous experience 
is required. This activity is for Carers and the person they care for to attend. A £5 non refundable  
contribution is required. 
 

Carers event and activity policy  - Unless otherwise stated, all events and activities must be booked in  
advance. Please ring 01752 201890 to book your place. Some events require a non-refundable contribution,  
payable at time of booking to secure your place. If an event or activity is over-subscribed we will give priority to new 
carers who have been in contact with us for under 12 months and carers who have not accessed an activity for 
some time, unfortunately ex-carers are not able to access any events or activities advertised in this newsletter 

Many of the members at weekly Keep Fit and Dance sessions are carers. 
They report great respite from all their cares and worries, in fact they call it 
" Their Get Away Hour". They say that they enjoy keeping fit in body and 
mind, and of course making very good friends at the same time. The  
photograph opposite is of our latest Display team, who recently performed 
at the South West Keep Fit Association to represent Plymouth at the AGM 
in Gloucester. The team were 22 strong, and performed to the music of 
Journey "Don't stop believing" song by Only Boys Aloud  The majority of 
the ladies in this group are in their 70's or 80's , and one of the ladies is in 

fact in her 90's.  So it just goes to prove, that despite whatever life throws at you, if you Keep Young at 
Heart, and regularly exercise you can achieve anything.  There are classes all over Plymouth, from St. 
Budeaux, Pennycross, Plympton, Glen Holt and Mutley area. You can get details of  the day and time the 
groups run closest to where you live by calling Mary Lakeman on 01752 407102. Go on give it a go! 



 

Universal Credit – Help to Claim - As from 1st April 2019, the 

Help to Claim service will be run by Citizens Advice  

nationally, on behalf of Department of Work and Pensions.   

 

Trained advisors will support clients in the early stages of a Universal Credit claim, from the application, 

through to the first full payment. In Plymouth you can get in touch with our advisors by phone, through 

online chat or face to face. Call free on 0800 144 8 444 (advisors are available 8am to 6pm Monday to  

Friday). To use Webchat use citizensadvice.org.uk/helptoclaim (Chat is usually available 8am – 6pm  

Monday to Friday. If no advisors are available , the chat box won’t appear). To speak to someone face to 

face please call into Cobourg House, 32 Mayflower St, Plymouth PL1 1QX on Tuesdays and Thursdays  

9am – 12.30pm or Wednesday 1pm – 4.30pm  

Protect Your Home For Future Generations From Care Fees - By Simon  
Stevenson Partner/Solicitor with Thompson & Jackson Solicitors  
Many people are aware of the importance of making Wills and most couples I meet tell me 
that they have made Wills leaving everything to each other and then on the death of the 
survivor of them to their children. Perhaps you have already made “Mirror Wills” like this 
yourself? A Will of this type may appear to be straightforward and sensible, but if when you 

die your partner is already in long term care or goes into long term care later on then your children could 
inherit very little. This is because if you leave everything in your Will to your partner and /or your share of 
your home passes to your partner as the surviving joint owner, then their assets (which will by then  
include anything they have inherited from you and your share of the home) could be used up to a great 
extent in paying for their care fees and when they die they will have very little to leave to your children. 
Therefore rather than leaving your half share of your home to your partner outright it may be best to  
instead leave them a right to “use” your share of the home. This is achieved by leaving your share of your 
home into a trust in your Will which will allow your partner to continue living there and move if they wish, 
while making sure that your share of your home or any replacement property ultimately ends up with your 
children.  
 

The inclusion of this Trust in your Will would mean that on your death your half of the home would not 
then be taken into account in any financial assessment carried out by the Local Authority for your partner 
if they are already in care or go into care later. Your share of the value of the home will then be protected 
for your children. 
 

This arrangement in your Wills has major benefits over Home Protection Trusts  (“HPT”) which involve a 
gift of your home to a Trust during your lifetime because: 
 

- A HPT can be challenged by the Local Authority under the Deprivation of Asset Rules if you subsequent-
ly need long term self-funding care whereas the Trust in your Will cannot be challenged by the Local  
Authority. 
 

- A HPT involves you giving away and losing control of your home during your lifetime, whereas a Will 
Trust means you still retain full ownership and control of your home during your life.  
 

 - Whilst you have mental capacity to do so, you can change your Will and remove the Will Trust should 
you wish to do so. 
 

 - It is generally far cheaper to make a Will including a Trust (including taking the steps necessary to en-
sure that your share of your home is dealt with by the provisions of your Will Trust) than to make a HPT. 
 
 
 
It is important to appreciate that the arrangement referred to above will not protect your home if you both 

go into care during your lifetimes. Please do not delay discussing the matter with one our specialist  
lawyers as otherwise the opportunity to protect your assets may be lost. Please contact Simon Stevenson 
of Thompson & Jackson Solicitors LLP Tel: 01752 665037 or e-mail simon@thompsonandjackson.co.uk  
Thompson & Jackson Solicitors LLP are authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

No: 629073 

citizensadvice.org.uk/helptoclaim


 2019/20 Carer’s Drop-in Support Groups  - Being a carer can sometimes be frightening and lonely. 
Where do you turn for help? How do you juggle caring with work and family life? Caring for Carers offer a 
range of services to help you talk about your feelings, break the isolation, and get the support you need. 
Carers groups can be a good way to share experiences and get emotional support from other carers. 
Many carers enjoy our carers support groups. These groups give carers the time to get a break from  
caring and share their experiences with other people in the same or similar situation. In addition the  
carers support groups are a way of getting advice, information and support in relation to your caring role 
and many of the groups enjoy activities, well being sessions and have speakers who may be of particular 
interest to the group.  

 

Dementia Carers Drop-in held at 156 Mannamead, PL3 5QL on a Tuesday from 10.00am – 12.00pm. 
dates coming up are 11th Jun, 9th Jul, 13th Aug, 10th Sep, 8th Oct, 12th Nov & 10th Dec. The person you 
care for can also attend and be supported by Memory Matters Activity Workers in a different room. For 
further information please call Deborah Atter on 01752 201890 
 

Drop-in support group for carers supporting someone with a learning disability or autistic  
spectrum disorders  held at 156 Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5QL on the 1st Tuesday of the month from 
10.00am - 12.00pm. Dates coming up are  4th Jun, 2nd Jul, 6th Aug, 3rd Sep, 1st Oct, 5th Nov & 3rd Dec 
For further information please call Sarah Austin on 01752 256020. 
 

Drop-in support group for carers held at Colwill Lodge Leypark Walk, Estover, Plymouth, PL6 8UE on 
the 2nd Wednesday of every month from 10.00am -12.00pm. dates coming up are 12th Jun, 10th July, 
14th Aug, 11th Sep, 9th Oct, 13th Nov and 11th Dec.  For further information please call Sarah Austin on 
01752 256020. 
 

Drop-in support group for carers and the person they care for held at Plympton Library, Harewood, 
Ridgeway, Plymouth PL7 2AS  on the 1st Monday of the month (not bank holidays) 10.00am - 12.00pm. 
Dates coming up are 3rd Jun, 1st Jul, 5th Aug, 2nd Sep, 7th Oct, 4th Nov and 2nd Dec. For further  
information please call Deborah Atter on 01752 201890 
 

Drop-in support group for carers  at Ernest English House, Buckwell Street, PL1 2DA every other 
Wednesday 10.30am - 12.30pm. Upcoming dates are 5th & 19th Jun, 3rd & 17th Jul, 7th & 21st Aug, 4th 
&18th Sep, 2nd & 16th Oct, 6th & 20th Nov and 4th &18th Dec.  For further information please call Bev 
Watters on 01752 201890. 
 

Drop-in support group for carers  held on the last Monday of every month from 10.00am – 12.00pm at 
St Budeaux Community Centre, Wolseley Road, Plymouth PL5 1UD. Upcoming dates are  24th June, 
29th July, 30th Sep, 28th Oct and 25th Nov. For further information please call John McKenna  or Nikki 
Arkin on 01752 256020.  
 

Drop-in support group for carers at Plymstock Library, located on Horn Cross Road, Plymstock, PL9 
9BU on the 2nd Friday of the month from 10.00am -12.00pm. Upcoming dates are 14th Jun, 12th Jul, 9th 
Aug, 13th Sep, 11th Oct, 8th Nov and 13th Dec.  For further information please call Bev Watters on 01752 
201890. 

Drop-in support group for Male carers only held every other Friday from 10.00am – 12.00pm at 156 
Mannamead Road, Plymouth, PL3 5QL Upcoming dates are 7th & 21st Jun, 5th & 19th Jul, 2nd, 16th & 
30th Aug, 13th & 27th Sep, 11th & 25th Oct, 8th & 22nd Nov and 13th Dec. For further information please 
call John McKenna on 01752 256020. 
 

Drop-in support group for Veterans held on the first Thursday of every month from 1.30pm - 3.30pm at 
The Royal British Legion pop in shop, 174 Armada Way, Plymouth, PL1 1LB. Upcoming dates are 6th 
Jun, 4th July, 1st Aug, 5th Sep, 3rd Oct, 7th Nov and 5th Dec  If you are interested in attending or would 
like further information, please contact Ann-Marie Evans on 01752 201766  

The Filo Project is a ground-breaking not-for-profit organisation offering high quality adult day 
care. Our service supports elderly individuals who are socially and intellectually isolated, most 
of whom are experiencing symptoms associated with moderate dementia, including memory 
loss. Group sizes are small, generally a maximum of 4. The intimate home environment is 
key; no client is subsumed by a large group and confidence is gently nurtured. Moreover, the 
small group size gives the time and space for people to feel at ease, to flourish and to form 
friendships. For more information visit www.thefiloproject.co.uk or call us on 01392 982138  
or email info@thefiloproject.co.uk 

http://www.thefiloproject.co.uk
mailto:The%20Filo%20Project%20is%20a%20ground-breaking%20not-for-profit%20organisation%20offering%20high%20quality%20adult%20day%20care.%20Our%20service%20supports%20elderly%20individuals%20who%20are%20socially%20and%20intellectually%20isolated,%20most%20of%2


 Life Beyond Caring – previously known as Ex-carers group  - runs on the 4th Friday of each month from 
10.30am – 12.00pm at the Scope Offices, 75-77 Cornwall Street, Plymouth PL1 1LR and the 2nd Thursday of the 
month at Devonport Library, St Aubyns Church , Chapel Street, Plymouth, PL1 4DP from 2.30pm - 4.00pm 
These  groups are open to anyone who is no longer undertaking a caring role, this could be due to bereavement, 
their loved one moving into another care environment, or just moving away.  
 

Mental Health Carers Support Group - This group meets twice a month – on the second Thursday of each month 
from 10.30-12.30 and on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 6-8pm at Miles Mitchell Village Hall, 31 Miles 
Mitchell Avenue, Crownhill, Plymouth PL6 5NL. We offer peer support in a relaxed and welcoming environment 
with people who understand what it is like to care for a person with mental health issues. We have visiting  
speakers as well as social activities – the people invited to speak are determined by the people attending the 
group. We also have support from Plymouth Involvement and Participation Service (PIPS) and staff from  
Glenbourne, Plymouths acute mental health hospital, so if you have any questions please feel free to come along 
to one of the drop-ins. To find out more about our groups above please contact Helen on 01752 211243  
or email okproject@colebrooksw.org 

Proposed increases to probate fees – how will I be affected? 

‘I have a Will and so probate fees won’t be an issue for my estate as a Grant 
of Probate won’t be needed.’ Our Wills and Trusts team are frequently met 
with this response when talking to clients about estate planning.  
Unfortunately, this assumption is not correct. Probate fees have been in the news again recently as the  
Government is proposing to significantly change the fee structure on a date which is yet to be confirmed; but is 
likely to be imminent. The need to apply for Probate is not determined by whether you leave a Will, or not, on your 
death. A Will appoints your chosen executors, names your beneficiaries and provides instructions as to how your 
estate will be distributed. Despite leaving a Will a Grant of Probate may still be required to deal with the assets 
that you leave and form part of your estate when you die.  
 

A Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration (if you do not leave a Will) are legal documents which authorise 
your personal representatives to deal with your estate. Whether a Grant is required on your death will be largely 
dependent upon the terms of your Will (if you have one) and the nature and value of the assets in your estate.  
Financial institutions have different rules as to whether they will require a Grant before releasing funds on death 
and, even if a bank is happy to release funds without a Grant, if there is a property within the estate then a Grant is 
likely to be required if it was owned in the deceased’s sole name or, jointly owned with a co-owner, as tenants in 
common. Currently the probate application fee is £215 if made by an individual or £155 if made by a Solicitor. The 
proposals that are being scrutinised by Parliament will result in fees being dictated by the value of an estate and 
these are as follows: 

 

Whilst a date has not been announced for the fee changes to be implemented, we understand that the change will 
take effect with limited warning to the public. We are therefore encouraging all of our clients, both new and  
existing, to review their Wills and to take advice now about how the changes might affect their estates. Our teams 
in North Hill, Plymstock and Plympton are available now to take your enquiries. Call our new client co-ordinators 
on 01752 292221 or 01752 292288 to book your free half an hour Will review.  We have recently signed up to the 
Caring for Carers discount card and are pleased to be offering  10 % off the cost of your Will or Lasting Power of 
Attorney. 

Value of estate (before inheritance tax) Proposed Fee 

Up to £50,000 or exempt from requiring a grant of probate £0 

£50,000 – £300,000 £250 

£300,000 – £500,000 £750 

£500,000 – £1 million £2,500 

£1 million – £1.6 million £4,000 

£1.6 million – £2 million £5,000 

Above £2 million £6,000 

mailto:okproject@colebrooksw.org


Disclaimer: We reserve the right to select & edit articles submitted.  
The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of Caring for Carers. Although we do our best to 
ensure information is accurate, we are not liable for any incorrect information or errors contained within  


