
Oscar Pistorius 
 
MR ROUX:  May I just have a word with the witness?  Thank you My Lady, I 

call Mr Pistorius. 

COURT:   The witness may be sworn in. 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS:  (d.s.s.) 

EXAMINATION BY MR ROUX:  Thank you.  Mr Pistorius, when I explained to 

you that your evidence would be presented by dealing with your background 

and moving on, you mentioned that there is something that you want to do 

first?  ---  Yes. 

 What is that Mr Pistorius?  ---  My Lady, if I may just please start off 

with my evidence by tendering an apology? 

 What is the apology that you want to tender Mr Pistorius?  ---  I would 

like to take this opportunity to apologise to… …(witness very emotional)…  Mrs 

and Mr (crying)… Mr and Mrs Steenkamp, to Reeva’s family, to those of you 

who knew her, who are here today, family and friends  ..[crying]…  

COURT:  Mr Pistorius, I do not like doing this to you, but I can hardly hear you.  

---  I… I… I beg your pardon My Lady, I will speak up.  I would like to apologise 

and say that there is a lot of moments and there has not been a moment 

since… since this tragedy happened that I have not thought about your family.  

I wake up every morning and you are the first people I think of, the first people 

I pray for.  I cannot imagine the pain and the sorrow and the emptiness that I 

have caused you and your family.  I was simply trying to protect Reeva.  I can 



promise that when she went to bed that night, she felt loved.  I have tried to put 

my words on paper many, many times to write to you, but no words would ever 

suffice.  …(Crying)… 

MR ROUX:  …(Pause)… Mr Pistorius, I know you want to face Ms Steenkamp 

when you apologise, but there is one difficulty and that is that the court must 

hear you, must be in a position to hear you, and the only way we can do it, is if 

you talk in the direction of Her Ladyship.  Will it be possible to do that?  --- 

(Whisper)  Yes.  

Mr Pistorius, are you on medication?  ---  Yes My Lady, I have been on 

medication since last year about the third week of February.  I have changed 

my medication over the course of the last… over the course of the last 14 

months. 

 What medication do you use?  ---  I was put on an antidepressant 

called Supramil and in the beginning of last year, I started taking a sleeping 

sedative called Normison and later on my medicine changed, I got my 

medicine changed to a medicine called Cipralex and Dormonoct and Molipaxin, 

My Lady.     

 Do you have a difficulty in sleeping?  ---  I do, My Lady. …[Pause]… I 

am scared to sleep…  for several reasons, but I have… I have terrible 

nightmares about things that happened that night, where I wake up and I 

smell… I can smell… I can smell blood and I wake up to be terrified.  

…[Witness emotional]… If I hear a noise I wake up,  just in a… in a complete 

state of terror, to a point that I would rather not sleep, then I fall asleep and 



wake up like that.  So, for…  for many weeks I did not sleep and I… in March, 

April last year I had lost a significant amount of weight and was in the care of 

my family.  I sought medical advice to start medication for sleeping.   

 You told me finding… getting into your cupboard.  Can you tell the 

court about that?  ---  …[Pause]… I cannot remember if it was towards the end 

of last year or the beginning of this year,  I woke up in a panic and I… I am… I 

am blessed that my sister stays on the same property as I do, so I can phone 

her in the middle of the night, which I often do to come and sit by me, and on 

that particular night… I do not obviously ever want to handle a firearm again or 

be around a firearm, so I have got a security guard that stands outside of my 

front door at night.  But I woke up and I was terrified and I… I for some reason 

could not calm myself down, so I climbed into the cupboard and I phoned my 

sister to come and sit by me for a while which she did… My Lady.  

 Mr Pistorius, going to your background, when were you born? ---  My 

Lady, may I please be seated? 

COURT:  Yes.  Please take a seat.  ---  …[Pause]… I was born in… I was born 

on the 11th of… no,  22nd of November 1986, in Johannesburg. 

MR ROUX:  And your family situation, how many siblings or where do you fit 

in?  ---  I am the middle child.  I have… I have got two siblings.  I have got a 

brother who is eighteen months older than I am and I have got a sister who is 

twenty four months younger than I am. 

 And the relationship between you and your brother and your sister?  ---  

We have grown up very close, my family, so we are a tight knit family. 



 The situation with your parents?  ---  My parents… My parents  

separated when I was young and my mother passed away when I was 15. 

 How old were you when your mother passed away?  ---  I was 15, My 

Lady. 

 Now as a child, as a little child, could you explain and sketch to the 

court your situation at home?  What was the relationship with your mother, 

what was the relationship with your father?  ---  I grew up in a loving home.  My 

father was not often around.  He works, he has always worked very… you 

know, away from home, so we grew up mostly with my mother and she was 

very caring.  Soft heart natured person.  She was a fantastic parent.  When my 

parents got separated when I was young, we did not have… our financial 

means were very difficult, but with the help of my extended family, we were 

never made to feel like we needed anything.  My mother worked at a 

government high school as a secretary, so we got the holidays with her.  

Throughout the period, from when I was in primary school, so  six to high 

school, seven… Sorry.  Seven to high school, we grew up with my mother.  We 

moved around a fair deal and my mother got remarried when I was 14. 

 How old were you when your parents separated?  ---  I was six.  Six 

years old. 

 We know about the difficulty with your legs.  Could you explain to the 

court exactly what that is?  ---  …[Pause]… I would not say there is a difficulty 

with my legs.  I would say that I am… I have got prosthetic legs that allow me 

to… help me to overcome those disabilities or those difficulties, yes a difficulty 



would be when I do not have my legs on.  I do not have balance.  I have very 

limited mobility.   

 Meaning?  What I rather meant Mr Pistorius, when you were born, what 

was the situation?  I mean, I know it is hearsay but we will come in from the 

point that you know.  ---  When I was born I had a missing, I was born with a 

born… with a  birth defect, so I was born with missing fibula which is one of the 

two bones between the knee and … the knee and the ankle and my 

...[intervened]  

 Were you missing fibula on both sides?  ---  I was missing fibula on 

both legs and my parents consulted with many medical practitioners and they 

thought that the best would be to amputate my legs, between… both my legs, 

between the ankle and the knee joints.  They did so when I was eleven months 

old and when I was thirteen months old, I got my first prosthetic leg, which was 

a conical shape.  It was not really a prosthetic leg with a foot, but I had learnt 

how to stand up with them and to move around and I walked when I was 

seventeen months old and then on a really… very regular intervals I had to get 

prosthetics made, because  I was growing and the technology they in those 

days was not very good.  So it did not allow… The prosthetic features were not 

very comfortable, so I got them done fairly regularly.   

 What was your mother’s approach to you not… with you, born with this 

disability?  ---  My mother was very supportive.  She… I remember when my 

brother went to school, she said to me that she was not going to… she was a 

bit carefree, she said she was not going to do two trips, so I must find a sport 



to do.  And she never made me feel any different to the rest of the kids.  She 

did not ever want me to see my disability as something that should hold me 

back.  So she… she.. he  just kind of allowed me to pursue sport and things 

and she did not chase after me.  She, if I fell she left me to get up for myself 

and she did not baby me.  She treated me exactly the same as my brother and 

my sister. 

 Where did you go to for primary school purposes?  ---  I attended 

primary school at Constantiakloof Primary School on the West Rand. 

 And during your time at the primary school, was there any difficulties 

with the disability?  ---  The prosthetic legs that I had then were very heavy so 

they did not really allow me to be as mobile as I was at later years when the 

technology got better, but it was,  I guess it was difficult.  You know, kids 

always, I think… they do not always know.  It is not that they are just untainted 

when it comes to opinions and something that is different is not always, you 

know, that is not the norm as… seen as something that needs to be explored.  

So I think that was difficult for me to adapt.  I have grown up, not thinking that I 

was any different and then met, you know, surroundings where I was treated 

differently, but over time people’s perceptions of me changed, because they 

saw how I viewed myself.  So they did not… You know, they did not see me as 

being any different at times. 

 Did you encounter during primary school any difficulty with the other 

children?  ---  On a couple of occasions, but it was never ...[intervened]  

 Such as?  ---  No, there were just one or two occasions where I got 



bullied or pushed around, but my parents you know. they always taught me to 

stick up for myself and ...[intervened]  

 Meaning if you go home now and you tell your mother or your father 

that you were bullied that day by another child, what would their approach be, 

or your mother’s approach be?  ---  My family always believed in standing up 

for yourself and for standing up for what you believe in.  I come from a family 

where we were taught that we do not come, you know, and cry to our parents 

at the end of the day, so my mother… there was… I remember a situation 

where my buttons got torn off my shirt and my mother sent me to school the 

next day and said to me that I must get my… you know, that if my shirt came 

back that way the next day, that I should send it home with the other kid’s 

parents and it happened the next day and I got called into the headmaster’s 

office for ...[intervened]  

 Why?  What was wrong?  ---  I stood up for myself and I got into a 

physical altercation with this other kid and when I got called in, my mother 

arrived and she just basically said to the headmaster that she does not think 

that it is wrong for her kids to stand up for what they believe in and for getting 

bullied and that, she would not be back and she gave the shirt to the kid’s 

parent and told them to bring it back when it was repaired. 

 What type of sport did you participate in at primary school?  ---  My 

Lady I did most sports.  I did not… I was not very good at any of them, but I 

tried most of them.  I tried football and cricket and then I started tennis when I 

was about ten and I played fairly well.  I enjoyed, I just enjoyed many sports.  



We… So I did many sports outside of school.  My brother and I did canoeing 

and wrestling and we were just taught to or, you know, my mother wanted us to 

be all-rounded and experienced, you know, get over my physical limitations by 

experiencing different sports. 

 Your mother, did she have any security concerns?  ---  Ja, my mother 

had a lot of security concerns.  We obviously grew up in a family where my 

father was not around much, so my mother, she had a pistol and she would 

often get scared at night and she would phone… phone  the police.  We did not 

stay in the best of suburbs and there was often crime in the area.  On a couple 

of occasions, they did break into our home, but more than often or not,  it was 

just her being scared and so she had come, you know,  at night and call us to 

go and sit in her room and many times we would just wait for the police to 

arrive. 

 Mr Pistorius, can you speak up a little bit if possible please.  Where did 

she keep her firearm?  ---  My Lady, she kept her firearm on her… on her… 

under her bed… under… in a… just under her pillow in a… in a padded… in a 

padded leather-type of bag. 

 You said something about pillow?  I could not hear you?  ---  Sorry.  

She kept her firearm in a… in a… in a padded bag under her pillow. 

 And in your… Where did you go to high school?  ---  I went to boarding 

school at Pretoria Boys High. 

 How did that happen, that you went to boarding school?  ---  In my 

standard five year I wanted to… I wanted to go to a boarding school and I had 



been with a friend of mine who was at Constantiakloof Primary with me to 

watch one of his older brothers play cricket, on a Saturday afternoon and I 

accompanied him and I fell in love with the school and what it had to offer and 

when I got home I discussed it with my mom and I said to her if I… could I… I 

would really like to go to that school, and she discussed it with family members 

of mine and the next year,  the following year I went, I had started attending 

Pretoria Boys High and my brother moved schools and joined me there. 

 And at high school, what was your relationship with the other scholars?  

---  I had a mixed group of friends.  Many of them, I still speak to today.  I was 

not a part of any specific group.  I had friends that were very talented in sport 

and other friends that were very gifted academically and I was pretty much just 

seen as one… as one of the… I guess, of the boys.  I started sport fairly on 

and I was never really much of an academic, but I tried to do my best and I 

enjoyed the time I had there. 

 What sport did you participate in?  ---  I did rugby and water polo and 

then at a later stage, I moved over to athletics.  I did rugby and water polo, My 

Lady and at a later point I moved over to athletics. 

 When did you move over to athletics and how did it come about?  ---  I 

had been playing a rugby game and in my form three year, which is Standard 

8, and I had had a knee injury and part of my sport rehabilitation I was seeing a 

biokineticist at the University of Pretoria and he suggested to me that I meet 

with a coach at the university to help with my fitness and so I met with him.  It 

was in September 2003 about and we had a chat and in January 2004 I started 



training with him and I was supposed to train with him for four months and then 

go back to rugby and he asked me to participate in a disabled athletics 

meeting in Durban in the end of March and I had never participated in a 

disabled event before, so I was maybe a bit hesitant in the beginning.  I did not 

know what to expect and I had not grown up with the feeling like I had a 

disability.  I went down and I ran the event and I came back up and I started 

rugby and about two weeks in, this coach phoned me and he said to me would 

I like to go run in America at a Paralympics event and I had never been 

overseas before, so I took up the opportunity and when I got back that same 

year in 2004, my name was on the South African team for the Paralympics and 

so I went to the Paralympics and I discovered Paralympics sport for the first 

time and I knew that that is, you know, one thing that I would really love to get 

involved in and I never went back to any other sport after that.  I focussed on 

athletics and then in my metric year, I started the 400 metres and in that year I 

went to the able-bodied senior championships in Durban and I ran there and I 

ran fairly well and then it just progressed from thereon out. 

 Now you said that your mother passed away when you were 15.  What 

effect did that have on you?  If you could maybe just give more about your 

relationship with your mother and the effect of her passing.   ---  My mother 

was a very important person to us, to my brother and sister and I.  Although my 

parents got divorced when I was quite young, my father’s family, they kept in 

close contact with her and they were… she had a loving relationship with all of 

them and I mean, we spent all our time with her.  Everything we learnt in life, I 



learnt from her and when she passed away it was very unexpected. It was… I 

had just started boarding school, she had just got married… remarried and we 

did not even… my brother and I did not even know she was sick.  We were just 

informed, we had not been home for… Sometimes on the weekends as a 

boarder you stay in at the hostel.  So we were not informed that she was sick 

and by the time we were, she was already in a coma and then for about a two 

week period I think, back and forth there were some days where… where she 

got… where the doctors wanted us to go through, so we would leave school in 

the middle of the day and go through to Johannesburg where she was and we 

would sit by her and then the other day she got better and we would go back to 

school and I kind of carried on and then the one day they phoned us and said 

we must rush to Johannesburg and I think we were there for about ten 

minutes, before she passed. 

 After her passing, where did you reside?  I know you attended boarding 

school, but what about weekends? --- On the weekends ...[intervened]  

And school holidays?  ---  The weekends we all, my brother, sister and 

I, kind of… My sister was staying with my godmother, mom’s  sister, my aunt in 

Johannesburg.  She finished school at Constantiakloof and she started 

attending a high school in Johannesburg, so my brother and I would kind of do 

our own thing on the weekends.  We would stay at family or friends, we would 

stay with my dad’s brother, my uncle or my mom’s sister in Johannesburg or 

we would stay with friends or stay in at hostel.  We would not really stay 

anywhere in particular. 



 And during school holidays?  ---  In school holidays we would usually 

go to our families.  To a family or a friend’s house and spent time with them.  

Some holidays we would spend with my father and Christmas.  We did not see 

much of him at that point.  He had, after my mom’s passing he had moved 

down to the Cape, so we saw him maybe once or twice a year, but we have 

got a close extended family and so if we were not with friends, we were with 

them. 

 Now when did you really become seriously involved in athletics?  ---  I 

really enjoyed… I enjoyed athletics.  I started in my first year I got a bursary at 

the University of Pretoria and I started running for the university.  I got offered 

to run internationally for South Africa on a Paralympics level, but I was not 

making my classes.  I was struggling to find time to balance academically and 

on the sporting front.  It was pretty much in that year that I had to make a 

decision that, if I wanted to do this, I would have to make a living out of it and 

so I tried to turn professional at that point, but there was not much money in 

Paralympics sports at the time, so it was a bit of a struggle, but  I carried on 

with it and I would say that is more or less the point that I started taking it far 

more seriously. 

 At that point in time, did you only compete at the Paralympics level or 

at a disabled level or also an abled level?  ---  Since I started athletics, I mostly 

only competed on an able-body level.  I participated in meetings which were 

regional meetings, Gauteng North meetings and some provincial meetings and 

then, on the odd occasion when there were Paralympics or disabled meetings 



for athletes with amputees, I would participate with them.  It just so happened 

that as my times got better every year and I was more and more diligent with 

my work ethic, that in 2007 I had the opportunity to run internationally for the 

first time abroad and that is when I started running the able-body races 

competitively, internationally. 

 And with regard to the prosthetic legs, was there any advancement 

there, any improvement?  ---  On the running prosthetics. On the running 

prosthetic legs, the legs that I have started running with, they had been out for 

several years by the time I started using them, I think for about ten years and 

although there has been a lot of advancement in Paralympics sprinting, there 

is certain brands which you may use, but the one that I am with, there is no 

advancement or technology that they have improved upon there. 

 Now if you can take the court through the progress in your athletic 

career, when do you say that you really started to excel?  ---  My Lady, I think 

in 2009, probably.  I ran in Athens, I ran in 2004 at the Paralympic games in 

Athens.  In 2005 I came sixth in South Africa able body at the senior 

championships.  I was the sixth fastest or sixth highest rate athlete in the 

country, over the 400 metres.  Then in 2006, I went to the world championships 

for athletes with disabilities in Assen  in the Netherlands.  I won multiple golds 

there.  In 2007 I ran in the South African national championships again at the 

senior championships, able body championships in Durban and I finished 

second and then in 2008 was a difficult year, because I was busy with a lot of 

the testing and I had a court case with the prosthetic legs that I ran on to prove 



that they did not provide any advantage.  So I was busy for many months, not 

on the track as I would have liked to have been, but I missed the Olympic 

game qualification by ...[intervened]  

 Why?  Why did you miss it?  ---  I just did not have enough time to train 

sir. 

 What was the problem with your legs? The prosthetic legs?  ---  I had 

started, although many Paralympic athletes had used the exact same 

prosthetic legs for many years, there were none that ran the speeds that I ran 

and because I wanted to run internationally and qualify for the Olympics, there 

was a dispute between the International Athletic Federation that monitored our 

sport, that monitors our sport and myself, and I obliged and did testing which 

they asked me to do in Cologne, in November 2007 and they came back and 

they said that I had an advantage using the prosthetic legs that I ran on.  We 

did two days of testing and there were no tests done on the actual prosthetic 

leg itself.  So I decided to dispute it and in order to do so, I had to be the 

subject of a lot of testing and I had to spend many weeks in America during 

2008 doing testing at Rice University, which is in Houston, and it was a joint 

effort with some scientists from around America and international scientists 

and with the information that was gathered, they found that I did not have an 

advantage using the prosthetic leg that I run on, and so we took it to the court 

of arbitration for sports in early 2008, and their finding was a unanimous 

decision that the prosthetic leg did not provide an advantage, but at that point I 

only had about a month and a half left to qualify for Beijing.  So, I missed the 



qualification by less than a quarter of a second, and it was a devastating time 

for me, because I really … it was a goal of mine that I had really set myself on 

and I really started working considerably harder after that.  Every year I was 

trying to find ways to improve myself, to be better, to be more focussed, to be 

lighter, to be stronger, but after 2008 I started from scratch.  I got new training 

personnel.  I kept the same coach since I begun athletics and I have still got 

him and I just started working harder and harder and then in 2009 I ran some 

international able body races.  In 2010 the same.  In 2011 I represented South 

Africa at the world championships and we broke the 4 x 400 metre relay South 

African record.  We got a silver in the final and personally, I got to the semi 

final and then in 2012, I ran, I represented South Africa in the Olympic and 

Paralympic games.   

 Did you experience any difficulties, physical difficulties in your running 

career?  ---  I think every athlete, or professional athlete has difficulties with 

injuries with travelling, with priorities.  I guess, with the running with prosthetics 

there is often medical problems that come associated with fatigue of certain 

muscle groups.  I had a lot of problems with skin irritation inside of my 

prosthetic legs.  You know, just there would be times that the skin on my stump 

would come off because of the amount of running we do, so I would run with 

like bandage that was just blooded and then I would just rewrap it but when 

you took it off, it would just pull the skin off again.  So there were some,times 

difficulties with travelling and with those sort of things.   

 What difficulties with travelling?  ---  The prosthetic leg that I wear has 



got a high back, so if you sit in a confined space with your knee at an acute 

angle, it cuts off blood circulation from the back so you can get blood clotting 

which I got on several fights.  Some of them involved hospitalisation on 

landing, but that was, you know,  on rare occasions, but travelling is always, 

with having prosthetic legs, you know, if on long trips if I had been… had an 

evening flight, I would be wearing my prosthetic legs the entire day and at night 

I would want to take them off to let my stumps breathe, but if you are catching 

an international flight, you have to be careful, because if something happens 

on the plane you know, I would not have the luxury of putting on my legs quick 

enough but having a prosthetic leg on, it does not breathe very well.  So you 

just get skin irritation problems and things like that.  So you have to be very 

careful with travelling as far as skin and health issues.   

 If you are on your stumps, what is your balance like?  ---  I do not have 

balance on my stumps.  I can stand on my stumps, I cannot stand still on my 

stumps.  I put my prosthetic legs next to my bed, when I wake up in the 

morning, I put them on.  When I go to bed at night, I take them off.  So, I 

seldom do not… I seldom have time when I am not wearing my prosthetic legs.  

On the odd occasion I would, if I am in my room, I would not put them on.  If I 

just wanted to stretch or if I wanted to fetch something in a close proximity, but 

I do not have very good balance.  I do not have an ankle joint, so I do not have 

articulation of the ankle and I do not have balance as on a foot, on a heel to 

toe.  

 Is there a difference between your left leg and your right leg?  ---  On 



my stumps? 

 The heel pad specifically?  ---  Yes, on my stumps, the operation that I 

had, the operations that I had as an infant, they removed my heel pad from my 

foot and they put it onto the bottom of my stump and as I have got older or as I 

grew, the bone below my knee grew and so the heel pad was supposed to stay 

at the bottom, but it has rotated as the bone has grown around the back and it 

is worse on the left side, to the point that I have spoken to my surgeon over the 

last couple of years to redo the left stump, move the heel pad so that there is 

soft tissue on the bottom of the bones that I can walk on my stumps better.  

That I would not have time to take off of my career in order to do so, but it… 

the length is similar.  The right stump is about a centimetre longer than the left, 

but because of the heel pad moving on the left stump, I cannot place weight on 

my left stump, so I have to rotate my entire leg, my knee joint out to the left 

when I walk without my prosthetic legs on. 

 And what does that do to your balance?  ---  It just throws my weight off 

completely.  I do not have balance as such.  If I have to stand without holding 

onto something without my… on my stumps, I have to move around 

continuously.  So I mean, my… if on a Saturday or Sunday morning I was lying 

in my room and my dog came into my room, then my dog could knock me over 

without my prosthetic legs on.   

 You, competing at the level that you did, did it bring you into contact 

with any charitable work and to what extent?  ---  In my athletic career I was in 

contact with a lot of charitable work.  From 2004 I got involved in a foundation 



initially run by rotary.  It was in Mozambique.  I went out and I spent some time 

with the people who had been maimed by landmines, who had lost their legs 

from landmines.  We did some clinics up there and as a result we formed a 

foundation called The Soul of Africa and Mine Seeker.  There were many 

patrons. or there were several patrons on both the foundations which included 

celebrities and presidents and things.  Nelson Mandela was a patron of our 

foundation.  The work that we did was to provide medical assistance to people 

that had lost their legs from landmines and one of the things that we found was 

that many of the people that had lost their legs, had not lost it as a result of the 

war.  They had lost it in the last couple of years.  So there were teenagers and 

young adolescents that were not able to walk, who have never been involved 

in the war and through this, over the years, I started doing more and more 

projects.  Initially I just go and I show the people that having a disability, you 

know you could still lead a normal life and lead a life where you could 

contribute in your society to subsistence [indistinct] farm in the very rural areas 

and then later on it was just about changing people’s perceptions.  In 

Mozambique, where I do most of my work, the people are embarrassed about 

having a disability.  So one day I went to the local radio station and I called for 

the fastest people in the town, it was in Vilanculos,  to come and race me and 

we set out a piece of the road, we got the municipality to close off the road and 

I raced the fastest guys in the town and I won and all the people who had 

prosthetic legs all of a sudden were not ashamed of having prosthetic legs.  

They all started pulling up their pants and showing everybody else that look:  ‘I 



have also got a prosthetic leg’, and what started off there with being, you 

know,,  a simple project turned into something that I found very important to 

myself and about three, four years ago, I approached the University of 

Glasgow.  They got special materials department there which is one of the best 

in the world.  They do a lot of aerospace work, and they allowed me pretty 

much full reign of their engineering departments and I came up, I designed and 

came up with a prosthetic foot for Africa.  It is a foot that cannot melt.  If 

somebody falls asleep next to a fire, which many times is the case in Africa, a 

lot of the feet that were being built, they were very heavy, they were not 

durable, they cost a lot of money.  So I wanted to… I had a criteria of things 

that I wanted to become by developing this foot and together with the 

university, we developed a foot and for that I received my … an honorary 

doctorate last year. or the year before. 

 From?  ---  From the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow. 

 And that was for?  ---  For my work, my humanitarian work in the work 

in prosthetics and prosthetic developments. 

 Now becoming more involved in athletics, did it have any impact on 

your friendships?  ---  It definitely did. I mean I had less time to spend with my 

friends.  I was away from home for seven, eight months of the year.  I think in 

2012, I had just over 100 international flights between May and December.  It 

had a huge effect on perceived friends.  I started earning a decent amount of 

money.  So it changed just a lot of the dynamics in a person’s life.  You 

obviously get to experience many amazing things that I am very blessed and 



very lucky for, but it is hard to come back after not seeing people after five or 

six months and they are dating different partners or they are engaged or… and 

to bring them up to speed is sometimes not always easy.  So it did change a 

lot of the friendships that I had.   

 Now you were also involved in a boating accident.  When was that Mr 

Pistorius?  ---  My Lady, that was in 2009.  I was, at the time I was injured, I 

had an athletics injury and on that day, on the Friday night I went down to 

watch some of my friends compete at athletic events in Port Elizabeth and I 

came back the following morning and I phoned a friend of mine who was 

staying with me at the time and I asked him if he wanted to come with me to 

the Vaal river, and we arrived there mid afternoon and after struggling to get 

the boat into the water, we were on the water, I guess about just before six o’ 

clock.  We met some of my family and friends at another place on the water 

and on returning, there were a couple of people on my boat and some of them 

were in a rush to get back to the house to cook dinner and so my cousin was in 

another boat and I suggested that they go with him, as we were just trying to… 

we were just taking a leisure… like a leisurely cruise up the river and it was just 

my friend John and I in the boat and at a point we were just chatting, sitting 

and chatting and at a point he stood up to, I think to light a cigarette or to make 

a phone call and at that point he shouted and I looked forward and I could not 

see anything.  The Vaal river runs from east to west, and we were heading 

back west, so the sun was setting in front of us and I could only see the sun on 

the water, and a couple of seconds later, I just remember the sounds of the 



propeller, the boat, and I hit the steering wheel and the propeller went into the 

air.  I remember the sound of the engine.  Then, when I woke up I felt… it was 

just hot, it was very warm in the boat.  It was very dark where we were.  It was, 

I remember my face was very hot and the boat was already half full with water 

and my friend John was in the front of the boat and he was busy picking up 

wallets and things, or phones and things and he asked me if I was okay, and 

as he turned around, I remember him looking at me and I could see that he 

was shocked.  So my face was very hot and I grabbed my… kind of my face 

like this, there was like at itch sensation and at that point I realised that most of 

my face had been smashed in from my nose down.  It was pretty much just 

muscle tissue and cartilage and I phoned my cousin who was on the boat in 

front of us.  I remember thinking that I needed to stay calm.  I phoned him and 

his phone just rang, and I ended up phoning my uncle.  He was not there at the 

time, but I remember thinking that if I… if the boat sinks or when the boat 

sinks, if my phone gets damaged, at least he could keep on phoning and I 

phoned him and he picked up and I said to him that I was in a boat accident 

and I needed help and I just remember the boat sinking.  I was standing on the 

front of the boat and the boat went under and then I remember my friend John 

swimming with me in the water.  I remember the water was hot and cold 

around us from all the blood, and then I remember being dragged onto my 

cousin’s boat.  I remember people shouting and screaming in the back and 

then I remember when the boat… I do not remember getting off the boat, but I 

remember walking from the boat to a car.  I do not remember much of the trip 



in the car and then I remember climbing into an ambulance and my cousin was 

with us.  One of my cousins was with us.  She was a fifth year medical student 

at the time and she was telling the paramedic what to do and there was a lot of 

confusion and I remember he gave me some injection, but when I woke up I 

was pretty much drowning on the blood from my head injury, because they had 

strapped me down to a stretcher.  So when I woke up, it was to revive me and 

there was a lot of muscle tissue and blood coming out of my mouth and my 

nose and then I do not remember anything after that.  I remember waking up.  I 

was in an induced coma for several days and then I woke up in hospital and 

that is all I remember. 

 Was there any impact on you because of the boat accident?  ---  There 

was a massive impact, My Lady.  I think I was just a lot more vigilant of losing 

my life after that.  I became a bit fearful, I became quite withdrawn.  I 

remember reading in the media that I had been drinking at the time of the 

accident and people were joking about it and saying, you know, that I was 

drunk and this and this, but they did not understand that I nearly lost my life. 

 Were you drinking?  ---  No, I was not drinking, My Lady.  No, I just 

remember being more serious about wanting to take my sport seriously after 

that.   

 Did it keep you back at all, in your sport?  ---  That season I ran the 

same times as I was running when I was 17.  So I ran, I had a terrible season.  

I went to Europe.  This accident was at the end of February.  My athletic 

season starts in May, but I had my jaw wide closed for four or five weeks.  So I 



have lost a lot of muscle and a lot of weight.  I was not able to leave home for 

several weeks and I had a lot of stitches, I  think I had about 170 stitches in my 

face.  So I just started out of a physical standpoint, it just took a lot away from 

my athletic season and by the time that I got to Europe, I was not fit. 

 Mr Pistorius, when you take your prosthesis off, how do you treat 

them?  What do you do with them?  ---  I keep them close by.  I usually let 

them air at night.  Most of the time I leave my pants on my prosthetic legs.  So 

in other words I can take my trousers off to my ankles and I can take my 

prosthetic legs off thereafter and leave them on the ground with pants on them.  

I usually just keep them close by.  I usually put them one on top of the other 

and when I am at training at the track, I usually put them next to my bag or I 

place my bag on top of them, or I place my tracksuit on top of them. 

 Why would you place your bag or your tracksuit on top of them?  ---  I 

think, it is just as an amputee, it is not an uncommon thing.  It is a prosthetic 

limb or a wheelchair.  In many disabled people, it is an extension of your body.  

I would not leave my prosthetic legs lying around.  I do not really want to be 

seen without them or just, you know,  having them lie around.  So, I would 

leave them close to my bag or in a bag.   

 It is an opportune time My Lady?   

COURT:  What is your time? 

MR ROUX:  Two… One o’ clock My Lady. 

COURT:  We shall take the lunch adjournment. 

 



COURT ADJOURNS [12:58]             ~ ~ ~             [14:03] COURT RESUMES 

 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Roux?  

EXAMINATION BY MR ROUX (Continued):  Thank you, My Lady.   

Mr Pistorius, in competing away from home, would you say that it had any 

effect on you socially, friendship wise, family wise? --- It definitely has a 

massive effect, on any athlete.    

COURT:  You would have to speak a little louder. --- I am sorry, My Lady.  It 

will have a big effect on any athlete, track and field athletes we compete for 

five months of the year, away from home. Usually two competitions every two 

weeks, every two week cycle, so you are in many different countries and time 

zones are not always the same as South Africa, so finding time to speak to 

friends and family is extremely difficult and it changes, so schedules always 

change and it makes having friendships and relationships difficult at times.   

 I was also asking you about the covering of your legs.  Could you just 

explain in what way you would to it? --- I beg your pardon My Lady?  I did not 

hear that?  

 When you covered your legs, you said that you always used something 

to cover your legs.  How do you do it? --- My Lady, if I took my prosthetic legs 

off and I was at home, I would usually leave, if I had left pants on then I would 

just leave the trousers or pants that I was wearing, on the prosthetic legs and 

sometimes at night if there were not… if I had come back at night from a 



training session, then I would throw my clothing in the laundry and then usually 

if I took a item of clothing off then I would leave it on top of my prosthetic legs 

or at my prosthetic legs, and if I needed to get dressed then I could put my 

clothes on at the same time and if I was not at home, if I was out at the training 

track where I have to take my everyday prosthetic legs off to put my running 

prosthetics on, then I would leave my walking prosthetics with either my 

tracksuit pants or a training type… tracksuit, training type on my prosthetic legs 

or I would put my prosthetic legs back into my bag, my training bag.   

 Why do you not put it next to the prosthetic legs?  Why onto it?    --- I 

do not know, they are a part of my body. I see them as an extension of my 

body, I do not necessarily want to leave them where people can see them or 

take them, so I just leave them next to my bag and I usually cover them. I do 

not know, it is maybe just that I get shy about them or embarrassed about them 

when I do not have them on.  When they are a part of me, it is different.   

 Mr Pistorius, let us talk about alcohol and drug use or abuse.  Do you 

drink? --- I do drink My Lady.   

 Could you maybe expand on that? How often do you drink?  --- Usually 

between… Our athletic season starts, our pre-season starts in November 

every year.  So from November until Christmas time  I do not usually drink at 

all, and then over Christmas to New Year’s I usually go away with friends and 

family and then during that period, I drink and then from the beginning of 

January to September, I do not consume any alcohol.  Then September and 

October, half of September and October is usually our off period, you know 



when I am doing sponsorship commitments and travelling a lot and sort of 

thing, then you know, if I am on the plane I will have a drink or if I am with 

friends I will drink with them.   

 And if I may revert to the boating accident, any drinks on that day? --- I 

had.  I had drunk on that day. We were only at the river for… at the place 

where I met my family for about half an hour, I remember having one drink and 

I was definitely not… I was not  intoxicated on that day, but I had been 

drinking.   

 Substance use or abuse?  --- In a month, or month and a half that I had 

to break I would drink sometimes excessively. 

 But I mean, would you use drugs? --- No, sir.  No, My Lady. When my 

mother passed away, when I was 15, I smoked dagga with a friend and 

besides on that occasion I have not. I have not consumed or taken or… I have 

not taken any substances since then.  

 In your sport, has there ever been a finding against you on account of 

illegal substances? --- No. 

 Or prohibited substances? --- I have never taken any sports enhancing 

drugs or anything that would give me an advantage over my competitors.  I am 

very meticulous over the supplements I take, I only take supplements that I 

know are safe and as far as substances in sports, I do not take anything that is  

not (sic)  prohibited in my sport. 

 Have you ever been, and I want you to think back over the span of your 

lifetime, been exposed to crime?  --- I think everybody in South Africa has been 



exposed to crime at some point, I think.  When I grew up we were exposed to 

crime, with housebreakings with family members being assaulted and hijacked 

and I mean, I can think of ...[intervened]  

 But could you give examples of when you were young and when it 

was? --- We had many housebreakings. When I was growing up, we had one 

at my father’s home in Johannesburg when we were on holiday, when we got 

back to the house, they had ransacked the entire house and they had, one of 

the intruders or burglars had cut his hand I think, and he had wiped the blood 

all over the wall and they had pulled a safe out of the house, using a motor 

vehicle.  They had cut all the sofas open and all the mattresses open.  We got 

back in the middle of the holiday and basically the whole house had been… 

what was not taken, was destroyed.  Then living with my mother, we were 

broken into on several occasions and they  stole small items. We did not have 

much, so they stole our TV sets and VCRs and things like that.   My father has 

been hijacked twice since I have been… or since I was a kid.  The last time 

was when I was in high school. My brother was in an attempted hijacking. 

Many members of my family have been victims of housebreakings and violent 

crime such as that. 

 Have you ever been a victim to crime?  --- Yes, I have.  I have been. 

 Can you explain to the court? --- My home had been broken into, in 

2005.  Once when I was away representing South Africa at an event called the 

Paralympics World Cup in Manchester.  I got a phone call from my next door 

neighbour to tell me that my house had been broken into and I could not leave 



to come back to South Africa, so when I came back, I think it was about a week 

and a half later, I saw that my TV had been stolen and a laptop and my car’s 

roof had been cut with an object, a knife or something and then in that same 

home, one night there was somebody in my garden and they kicked… I had a 

Jack Russell and they kicked the Jack Russell that it needed to go to the vet 

and get medical treatment. And I have been followed.  I have been followed 

home, late at night.  I have been shot at on the highway.   

 But could you… Well, let us start at being followed home.  One incident 

or more than one? --- More than once.   

 Could you explain to the court and give some more detail?  --- In the 

very limited time that I am at home, maybe three or four months of the year, I 

travel excessively and I probably do about 30 to 50 000km in those four 

months and a lot of my business engagements and sponsorship commitments 

and charity commitments require me to travel late at night.  Many media have 

been to my house over the years to be interviews, many people know where I 

live.  One occasion I was driving back from an interview in Johannesburg and a 

car came up behind me and it was going a lot faster than I was and I changed 

lanes and it came passed me and it slowed down a couple of car lengths in 

front of me and I just saw a muzzle flash, it was dark and I saw the muzzle 

flash and I could hear the bang coming from the vehicle, it was just before 

Botha turn off in Pretoria, so I swerved across two, three lanes and I took the 

exit and I went under the highway and I looped back and I went to the 

Rhapsody’s and I thought I would get to where a lot of people are and it was a 



week night so I just went there and I sat there for a while.  I do not recall who I 

phoned, but phoned a friend to take my car…or to take me home and I left my 

car there and picked it up the next day. Then with Ms Taylor, I was followed 

home one night.  I saw in my rear view mirror that a car had been following me 

since Midrand and there were two occupants in the vehicle. I phoned the 

security gate at the estate that I stayed at and I told them that I was being 

followed and when I got to the gate, there is a circle maybe 50 metres from the 

entrance of our estate, so I sped up and I jumped out of the car and I distanced 

myself from the car and I had my firearm by my side.   I did not draw it but I 

had my hand on it, on my hip and the two gentlemen in the car sped off. There 

had been other occasions where similar cars, or the same looking car has 

followed me for a couple of days at a time and I was not sure of who it was or 

what it was, but I phoned my agent and informed him.  So those are the 

instances that I can remember.  

 Have you ever assisted someone that was a victim of crime? --- I have. 

 A serious incident, not just an everyday incident? --- I have.  There was 

a woman at Menlyn Square, in 2012, getting assaulted by two gentlemen early 

in the evening, in a parking lot.  They had been drinking and I was going to visit 

a friend, I was… sorry, I was going to have a meal with a friend at Menlyn 

Square and as I drove in, these two men were pulling the woman around and I 

got out the car  and I told them to back up and leave her and I waited.  There 

was a police patrolling car in the area and somebody, a bystander called the 

policeman.  Then in January 2012… January 2013, about two kilometres from 



my home, I was coming back from a training session mid one morning and I 

was parked at the robot and a Toyoto Corolla skipped the robot and shortly 

afterwards a taxi skipped the robot and the taxi pushed the Corolla up on the 

pavement and they started throwing bricks out of the window.  I was parked at 

the robot at the time, I was bit taken aback and did not know what to do and 

then the two occupants and the driver got out the taxi and they started 

smashing the windscreen and the window, the driver’s window of this taxi and 

they smashed the window and they dragged the guy out onto the street and 

they started beating him with rocks in his face and on his head. At that point I 

jumped the light and I hooted until I pulled up. I drew my firearm and I pointed 

it at the three people and they jumped in the taxi and they sped off and this guy 

was… he was just bleeding profusely, he was bleeding out of his head, he was 

bleeding out of everywhere, he was trying to stand up and he was falling over. 

He had a taxi association sign on his car and I could see that there were 

papers all over the car and two of the wheels had burst on his car.   But he was 

trying to  stand up and every time he stood up, he fell out… over and every 

time he tried to he fell over, he was unable to put out his hand.  So he was 

hitting his head on the tar again.  So I did not want to get blood, there was just 

blood everywhere so I took him by the collar of his neck and by his pants and I 

said to him: Sir, you need to sit down, you are going to… you are bleeding and 

he was not following what I was saying so I kind of picked him up and I 

dragged him so that… He could not walk to the kerb and I forced him to sit 

down.  I called the Netcare.  I phoned the police and at this point maybe 30 



people had come up from the shopping centre, which was just down the road 

from my house and they had started helping and I went to my car and I got a 

training towel and I gave it to the gentleman and another guy had started 

helping and I think it was one of the waiters for the Spur, from the Spur 

restaurant was starting to help this gentleman and they were communicating in 

their… in a native tongue.  I do not know what language it was and the 

situation seemed to be contained, so I left. I got in my car and I left.  Then in 

December 2012, I was assaulted at a get together, after I had received threats 

from a person, I had been at a party and a gentleman I did not know came up 

to me and introduced himself and there was alcohol being consumed at the 

party and he started telling about this friend of his and how I should fear him 

and how my name was being mentioned in these circles and I said to him I… 

You know, I did not really want to entertain the conversation and I thanked him 

for what he was putting across as a heads up.  Later in the evening I went to 

the bathroom and I heard the same gentleman talking on the phone outside the 

other side of the house, through the window, and I went around and  I could 

hear he was on the phone and it was obviously the same gentleman that he 

was warning me about earlier, and I went out the house and I asked if I could 

speak to this person and after being verbally assaulted by them for ten or 

longer than ten minutes, I decided to just put down the phone and not entertain 

them conversation further and shortly afterwards I got hit in the head and I 

ended up later that day receiving stitches in the back of my head and I had a 

black eye and two days later I reported the incident to the hawks, the South 



African… a division of the South African police service and they scheduled a 

meeting whereby I went and I sat down for this meeting.  They brought the 

party in that was concerned and they had put it on record. I did not want to get 

it into the media and I did not want to have a big thing out of it, because I had 

presumed that this was what these people were trying to do, that they wanted 

me to engage with them in the media. I had calls from several journalists which 

I just decided not to take and I did not give my side of the story across and I 

left it at that.   

 The estate that you live in, the name is? --- The estate that I resided in 

My Lady, is Silverwoods Estate.   

 As a matter of interest, since that fateful day, have you ever been back 

to the estate? --- I have not been back, My Lady.   

 And do you know of any crime at that estate?  --- In 2007, I decided to 

invest in property in Pretoria.  I decided that I wanted to make it my base for 

training and I had been at high school in Pretoria and I had a townhouse that I 

had so I decided to build a home on the outskirts of Pretoria and I chose that 

estate because it was further out of the city, it was in the mix of everything and 

when I built there were 300 stands that were allocated inside the estate, there 

were maybe 27 at the time, I remember the number, 27 that had been 

developed.  So my house was one of the first homes and so over the course 

of… from 2008 when I move in to 2013, to February 2013, there was always 

constant developments going on in the estate and there were at times, crimes 

that were committed. I was aware that the building contractor that was working 



on my house, in January, February of last year, Mr Menelaou, I was aware that 

he had been a victim of crime in our estate, whereby the own estate security 

had used a ladder to gain access to the second floor of his home and I was 

aware of a housekeeper being tied up. I think that was in 2012, during the day. 

One of the contractors came into the estate and on the way they gained 

access through the security, through the gate, but during the day on the way 

out there was an open garage and they went in and they tied the housekeeper 

up and they stole items of interest.  Then there were one or two 

housebreakings where we had increased the security of the estate, the home 

owners association.  They had used Coke bottles to put around the electric 

wiring of the electric fencing to separate them. My brother lived next door to 

Silverwoods Estates at a Nature Conservation centre and they had often 

spoken about crime in the area of… of shoot outs in the area and I was aware 

that there were a lot of crimes that were being committed. On the night of the 

13th, I was speaking to my cousin on the phone and he was telling me he was 

driving up from Port Elizabeth and he just got a new company car and he had 

purchased a VW Golf, a GTI Golf and I was telling him that he should not come 

up to Johannesburg, because they are cars that get hijacked here extremely 

often and the reason I knew this was because I had been to the estate next 

door, which a friend of mine was developing and he told me that one of the 

workers had come to him with a bag and inside the bag they had found 34 

different people that had been identified through driving licences and ID books 

and wallets and things, and they found this bag of contents in one of the 



houses and he told he that it was a syndicate which specialised in stealing GTI 

Golfs and he was telling me the story of how the police had been there, but 

that the guy laughed at them when they arrived he told them that they did not 

know who he was and the police basically left and he had continued to operate 

out of that same venue, he would according to my friend, steal the cars and 

leave them there to see if anybody came to collect them and then if they did 

not, then he would take the cars away.  So I said to my cousin that he should 

not come put to Pretoria, that he should rather fly up and I would rent him a 

vehicle, or lease him or loan him a vehicle.  So I was aware of the crime that 

we had in our area.   

 In that time of February 2013, we know that work was done at your 

house.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 What was that all about? ---  My Lady, in December 2012, I had been 

to look at a property in Johannesburg. My relationship with Reeva, I was kind 

of taken aback by her and just bowled over by how much I felt for her, so I 

thought about buying a house in Jo’burg and I had been for some time.  So I 

was looking at properties and I went to look at a house in Johannesburg in 

December 2012.  I liked it and I placed… I put in an offer to purchase the 

house which was accepted and I realised that I had need to fix up certain 

things on my own home, in Pretoria, before I could sell it. There was some 

damp issues and there was... the house needed to be repainted, there was 

small things like the broken window downstairs.  There were some carpenter… 

carpentry issues in the house. Just basic maintenance things, that I had not 



been able to attend to, because I had been overseas for most of the year.   So 

I got a building contractor in, in January and December… January and 

February to work on my home.  There was a list of things that they needed to 

do.  Some were maintenance and then others were improvements on the 

house which I thought would make it easier to sell.   

 When was this window broken? --- I am not too sure when the window 

was broken.  I was throwing a cricket ball for my dog, we were playing in the 

garden and I threw the ball and I threw it skew and it went through the corner 

of the window.  

 Do you know when this window would have been fixed? --- It would 

have been fixed probably on the 14th or the 15th of February. 

 Why do you say that? --- I had given the building contractor a list of 

things to fix and he came with me to Builders Warehouse to get some of the 

small items.  As he was a friend, I do not think he was going to charge me you 

know, to do it, and I enjoyed kind of DIY things, so we went to the Builders 

Warehouse and I had bought the piece of glass, it was at the house and it was 

already wrapped in brown paper and all that was needed was for them to fit it.  

So the glass was already at the house and they were busy with maintenance 

every day.   

 Who was the person that was going to do that for you? --- He was a 

friend of mine, a gentleman called Christo Menelaou.   

 Does he also live in the estate? --- He resides in the estate, My Lady.  

 Do you know if he was subject of any crime in the estate? --- He was 



the building contractor that I spoke of that whilst he stayed in another home in 

the estate, his house was broken into by the security company which was 

doing the security in our estate. They gained access to the first floor of his 

home, using a ladder. His partner was also a victim of crime, he was hijacked 

in 2012 in Johannesburg, where they made him climb out of the car and walk 

up an old mine heap and I remember he was quite devastated about that as 

well.   

 You spoke about your dogs.  Can you tell the court about them? --- I 

got my first dog when I bought my first townhouse in 2005. I had a little Jack 

Russell.  Two years later I got a bull terrier and I was… it was after the event 

that they tried to break into my home and I decided that I would like a dog. I 

grew up with dogs and I decided I wanted a dog that was maybe a better 

watchdog or a better guard dog. I got a bull terrier then and then three years 

later, I rescued an American pit-bull, but they were very placid and they are 

loving dogs.  They are quite calm, contrary to the names of the animals, my pit-

bull and bull terrier I always leave around, you know, if I had friends over they 

would interact and if they would play with kids they were not at all aggressive. 

 You have in fact seen a video taken by the police of your house? --- I 

saw a video taken by a police officer in my garden. 

 Did you see the reaction of the dogs? --- Yes, the dogs were licking the 

police officer.  They were not at all aggressive.  The building contractors who 

they did not even know, were painting the house and the dogs would often just 

walk around.  They were not vicious dogs.  They were not trained to be attack 



dogs.  They are very placid animals. 

 How did it come that you selected that specific dog?  I think the pit 

bull?  ---  I selected them because I thought that they would make good 

watchdogs, good security dogs.  Whilst I had the Jack Russell they were better 

watchdogs, because the Jack Russell was a light sleeper and the two older... 

the two bigger dogs were... not older but the two bigger dogs the bull terrier 

and the pit-bull were... they are slightly deeper sleepers.  They are not the 

most alert dogs, but my Jack Russell passed away in 2011 and my bull terrier 

and my pit bull were very placid.  In the new house that I had built... was 

buying, purchasing in Johannesburg, I had spoken to the same building 

contractor, to Mr Menelaou, he had come out to the premises with me.  At that 

property the security would have been a lot better than...  I had asked him to 

give me a quote on a guard house at the entrance of the home.  The walls 

were not higher.  The walls had electric fencing on and the garden was a lot 

bigger so there was always the possibility that I could have had another dog, or 

got another dog in the future. 

 You also in consultation explained the selection process of the dog 

when you went to buy it.  ---  Ja.  The bull terrier I got imported from a very well 

known South African breeder.  He was a very... he is basically a stud dog.  He 

is extremely built and I thought he would make a fantastic guard dog, although 

he is very protective over me, he follows me around the house or used to 

follow me around.  He was very placid.  If I stood in the shower, he would 

stand in the shower.  If I went to the car, he would try and climb in the other 



door.  He was not very... he was not very aggressive and then the pit-bull, I 

drove through to a breeder who was advised, somebody I knew told me they 

were a reputable breeder and I drove through to Secunda to go and have a 

look at the dog and when I got there I realised that the breeder was not looking 

after the puppies, they were very terrified and scared.  A friend of mine 

accompanied me on that trip and I decided just to buy the dog any way 

because it was evident that she had back problems.  I think maybe she was 

abused.  She was three months old and she had a... like a knob on her head 

and from the time I got her, she had to have a lot of medical attention.  So she 

had ligament issues on her leg and she needed to have the blood on her head 

drained and she would not eat, if you went near her.  But after time she 

became a lovely dog and she would run with me in the afternoons.  If I got 

home from training and I was tired, then I would just stand on the skateboard 

and she would pull me on my skateboard.  So she was very placid and not at 

all a dog that engaged just... kind of just like a, she had like the temperament 

of a Labrador.  She was not at all aggressive. 

 Mr Pistorius, your religion, is that important to you?  ---  Ja, my religion 

is very important to me. 

 Tell the court about that.  ---  My mother grew up in a Anglican, from an 

Anglican background.  When I was born we were in a Methodist Church.  My 

mother sang in the choir on Sundays at the church for many many years.  She 

also danced.  She went to Israel on a tour when I was young, where she 

danced.  It is like a religious kind of dancing with these long sheets of silk and 



they used to go and dance in the streets in Israel and my mother taught me 

that... you know... we grew up just knowing that religion is... God is you know 

our refuge and it does not matter what may come of life, but you can always 

turn to the Lord.  When my mom passed away I struggled a bit with my faith.  

But I always knew that the Lord was part of my life.  I think travelling was 

difficult for me as well.  I did not really get to attend church as often as I 

wanted to.  Some countries we would go to, we would find churches like... 

which spoke a different language and we would just attend any way and most 

of the time people were extremely accommodating and we found it, you know 

an interesting cultural experience to do.  And then in 2011/2012 my religion 

really started... I put a lot of faith in the Lord to get where I wanted to be and 

then when I met Reeva, I think it was just a blessing.  I have always wanted to 

have a partner that was a Christian.  She was a very strong Christian.  She 

would pray for me at night.  We would pray about everything.  Pray about my 

training.  Pray about all the small things I had in my life.  You know we would 

pray before we eat and ja, I mean... I think religion is maybe... or it definitely is, 

God is the thing that has got me through this last year.  I mean there have 

been times that I have just been... just struggling a lot and my God is my God 

of refuge.  So... 

 Mr Pistorius, during the lunch adjournment you spoke to me about how 

you feel and the exhaustion and so on.  Can you remember that?  ---  Yes.  I 

think I am tired, I am very tired at the moment. 

 Did you sleep last night?  ---  No, sir.  I am... I am just tired.  I think it is 



just a very... there is a lot of things obviously going through my mind and... the 

weight of this is extremely overbearing so I think it is just a lot to think about. 

 My Lady, I was actually requested to seek an early adjournment at the 

lunch adjournment, but I thought that it would be used up time to push him as 

far as I could, but he asked me that at some point [intervenes] 

COURT:  Yes. 

MR ROUX:  If he could just... he says he is very exhausted.  I do not want to 

go to a new topic.  It might not be fair in the circumstances.  I am sorry... I am 

really keen to use up time, but not at the expense of other emotions. 

COURT:  No, it is understandable.  Mr Nel? 

MR NEL:  My Lady? 

COURT:  Do you object to an early adjournment? 

MR NEL:  Well, My Lady, I would like us to finalise the case.  We have to get 

somewhere, but I have now heard what Mr Pistorius said.  I hope it is not a 

daily occurrence, but if it is not a daily occurrence and we can start moving this 

case forward, I have no objection. 

COURT:  Well, he does look exhausted.  He does sound exhausted. 

MR NEL:  Yes, My Lady. 

COURT:  So... 

MR NEL:  I was just concerned about that.   I am in the hands of the court. 

COURT:  Yes.  No, I will grant... 

MR NEL:  But I in fact went on longer than I was requested to. 

COURT:  Yes. 



MR NEL:  Trying to make up time. 

 

COURT:  We will adjourn until tomorrow at 09:30. 

MATTER POSTPONED TO 8 APRIL 2014 

COURT ADJOURNS  [14:41] 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS ON 8 APRIL 2014               [09:33]  

COURT:  You are still under oath, Mr Pistorius. 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Roux?  

EXAMINATION BY MR ROUX (Continued):  Thank you, My Lady.   

Mr Pistorius, I am going to deal now with your relationship with Reeva.  When 

did you meet Reeva and could you just explain to the court, the background to 

the relationship?  ---  I met Reeva on 4 November 2012.  I went with a friend to 

a track-day, to a car event.  I was a guest of his and so was Reeva.  We were 

both invited by this mutual person and we kind of hit it off over lunch and that 

afternoon I went back to my friend’s place and I was getting ready for a sports 

awards, South African Sports Awards function and I said to him that I had 

completely forgotten that I had RSVP [intervenes] 

 Who is this friend?  ---  Mr Justin Divaris, My Lady and I said to Justin 

that I had forgotten that I had RSVP’d for the evening with a partner and he, 

without hesitation said to me, why do you not take Reeva with and I kind of 



joked with him and I said you know I  do not think that she would be... you 

know I do not think that she would be interested.  I mean we had had a really 

nice day together, but I did not think that a woman would you know be so 

carefree and just come.  So he said: No man, phone her, just ask her.  So I  

phoned her and she said that she would gladly come with and we were joking 

that I had to be ready in an hour and a half and we went to the sports awards 

and after the evening we sat and spoke until two, three in the morning and I  

slept... I went back to Justin’s house instead of driving back to Pretoria and 

when I got to his house I told him that... he asked me how the evening had 

gone and I said to him… I said to him that I had the most amazing time and 

that it was it was a lot of fun.  It was... Reeva was a fantastic date and I asked 

her... I was speaking [indistinct 09:35:57] stayed out and we spoke later about 

her and the following day I phoned her and asked her if she wanted to go for 

coffee and pretty much the first six days that we knew each other, we saw 

each other every day.  She then went overseas to shoot a TV program.  When 

she came back we saw each other less frequently.  I think things had 

happened quite quickly and then we took November and December getting to 

know each other.  In December I went down to Cape Town with some friends 

during my break and I asked her if she wanted to come with me and she said 

that she needed some time alone.  So she stayed... she said she was going to 

stay up in Johannesburg.  She wanted to spend Christmas with some friends 

of hers and then the friends of her cancelled their plans and went away without 

her.  So I stayed until Christmas and I shared Christmas with her and Mr 



Fresco and Mr Fresco's girlfriend at the time, and then the next day I flew down 

to Cape Town and I was scheduled to come back on the 2nd of January on... I 

think it was the  1st  January of 2013, Reeva phoned me and asked me if she 

could come down, instead of me coming up that she come down.  During that 

time that I was in Cape Town she wanted to get away a bit so she asked if she 

could stay at my house in Pretoria.  So she stayed at my home in Pretoria 

whilst I was in Cape Town.  We were still getting to know each other and 

comfortable with each other and then in mid-January everything started to pick 

up and we really... I would say that is really when our relationship really got 

going. 

 Now would you say that there was a point where it became more 

serious, the relationship and if so, when was that?  ---  I think we both had... 

we both had things that kept us back in our relationship and getting to know 

each other.   We both came out of difficult relationships before.  I was very 

keen on Reeva.  I think if anything, I was maybe more into her then she was at 

times with me and I let her just take her space. I mean, it was not always easy.  

I was…  I was besotted with her and at times it went... we kind of spoke and 

you know, the relationship built up to a point in I would say mid-January, 

January, mid-January that we really knew that we started caring about each 

other, we started talking about future plans.  I was supposed to go to Brazil in 

March.  I had booked a flight…  with her to come with me.  She had spoken to 

me about her brother and his son.  She asked if we could visit them in June.  

We were looking at interior decorating things together for the new home that 



I had purchased in Johannesburg.   

 Mr Pistorius, I am just reminded... would it be possible to lean a bit 

forward. --- I am sorry.  

It is just for recording purposes.  Will you do that and try and speak up, 

please.  ---  I beg your pardon.  Sorry. 

 You spoke about the interior decorations.  ---  There were many things 

that we had in common that we started speaking about more frequently and there 

were events that she invited me to and vice versa.  We started really seeing a 

future with each other. 

 Did you discuss that?  ---  Ja, we discussed me moving to Johannesburg.  

I know that Reeva was looking for a new place to stay.  She had often spoke to 

me about wanting to... she asked me to help her with her contracts for her things, 

for her work things that I had discussed with her and we spoke about future 

agreements that she should not sign and should sign and I just helped her with 

things pertaining to her future.  You know we enjoyed just talking in each other’s 

company. 

 In court there was reference to Whatsapp messages and there is an 

EXHIBIT  CC1, CC2 and CC3 as well as CC4, you will see that the file, the 

exhibit file should be in front of you.   ---  My Lady, there is no files. 

 It is CCC1, CCC2, CCC3 and CCC4, meaning triple-C1, triple-C2.  

My Lady, I understand that the file is not in front of the witness.  May we ask for a 

very short adjournment just to sort out the file.  I am told it will only take two or 

three minutes. 



COURT:  Give me one moment. 

MR ROUX:  I understand that it is sorted, My Lady. 

COURT:  Are they sorted now? 

MR ROUX:  Ja, they managed to find it.  You have the exhibits CCC1, CCC2, 

CCC3 and CCC4?   ---  I do My Lady. 

 We have dealt in court with those exhibits and they all deal with Reeva 

and motor vehicles.  What is your response?  Did she have an interest in motor 

vehicles and if so, to what extent?   ---   She... we had a common interest in 

motor vehicles.  We liked talking about them and she liked driving.  She had a 

sporty car that she owned before and she was a car enthusiast.  It was a 

common interest of ours.  We shared our interests in what we liked and it was a 

common interest of ours. 

 Then I want you to look at EXHIBIT ZZ1.  Those are also Whatsapp 

messages.  It is triple...no, it is double-Z1.  Mr Pistorius, you will see it consists of 

a number of pages.  Please go to... at the bottom you will see page references, 

to page 153 of 343.  You will see the second last Whatsapp deals with:  

“It is like I see rabbit things.” 

Do you see that?  Could you read that please?   It is the date 19 January 2013 

and adding two hours, we know it would be 15:50.   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Could you read that and then explain?   ---  This was a text message 

sent from Reeva to me.  It says: 

 “It is like I see rabbit things in your house and when we go places 

you take pics of them everywhere for me.  I am thinking who you 



have that connection with and the same things you play on your 

mind.  At the end of the day this is now a [indistinct 09:46:24]” 

 What was that all about, Mr Pistorius?   ---  This was a... I had been 

given a carving that they make on the side of the road, of a rabbit ,from a friend 

and I had often bought them for friends as gifts.  The guy at the intersection at 

our house sells these little men and things and they have got little red hearts on 

and I think Reeva obviously saw me taking a photo of it somewhere and she was 

upset by it, or asked what it was about. 

 And then the next one says: 

 “I was not a stripper or a ho.” 

The very next Whatsapp.  What was that all about?   ---  This conversation was in 

context with her coming back from an overseas trip on the previous page.  She 

told me something and I was more upset about her health.  So we got into an 

argument and she said to me, I am sorry if... further up on the page, on 153, she 

said she is sorry if it upset me, but it was not her intention and then as we went 

on after the message about the rabbit things, I had not replied yet and she sent 

me a message.  It seems like 18 seconds later, saying: 

 “I was not a stripper or a ho.” 

So I think maybe she was just defensive and she was thinking I was overreacting 

to the previous message on the previous page.  

 Well, let us go to the next page, page 154 of 343.  It carries on there at... 

it is still the same day 19th of January at 15:52.  Can you read that?   --- It was a 

message from Reeva to me and it said: 



 “I certainly have never been a prude and I have had fun, but all 

innocent and without harmful repercussions.” 

 Now go to the message just after that.   ---  It says... the message just 

after that was again Reeva [intervenes] 

 Is it a message to you from Reeva?   ---  Yes, again a message from 

Reeva to myself and it says: 

 “I am watching the ceremony now.” 

 What ceremony was she referring to?   ---  It was a football ceremony at 

the Johannesburg Stadium.  It was an opening ceremony, I think of the 

Confederations Cup, the CFA Cup, if I am not mistaken.  I was part of the 

opening ceremony and she was watching the ceremony. 

 Were you there?   ---  Yes, I was there. 

 Doing what?   ---  I took the flag from the field up to President Zuma in 

the box.  I handed over the flag for the opening. 

 And the next message you could see she is asking the question, you can 

read that... to you: 

 “How far are you from going out.” 

---  That is correct and I replied, I said: 

 “45 minutes.” 

 Would that, I assume, be in relation to when you are taking the flag 

out?   ---  I think so.  I think so. 

 Ja.  And then the last one on that page, the same day at 15:57.   --- It 

was a message at 15:57 from me to Reeva saying: 



 “Would you like to go to my friend’s 50th tonight?” 

 Meaning there was now an unhappiness and was that resolved?   --- It 

was resolved.  It was not an unhappiness as far as... it was an unhappiness 

about me worrying about her, but the subject changed and it was resolved. 

 Now the next page is page 223 of 343.  There is a long message.  

27 January 2013 at 16:17.  It is sent from Reeva to you, that was also part of the 

evidence.  Could you read that out and then explain that?   ---  The message she 

sent me said: 

 “I am not 100% sure why I am sitting down to type you a message 

first, but perhaps it says a lot about what is going on here.  Today 

was one of my best friend’s engagement and I wanted to stay 

longer and I was enjoying myself, but it is over now.  You have 

picked on me incessantly since you got back from Cape Town and 

I understand that you are sick, but it is nasty.  Yesterday was not 

nice for either of us, but we managed to pull through and 

communicate well enough to show we care.  To show our care for 

each other is greater than that robber that attacked us.  I was not 

flirting with anyone today.  I feel sick that you suggested that and 

that you made a scene at the table and made us leave early.  I am 

terribly disappointed in how the day ended and how you left me.  

You are living in a double standard relationship were you can be 

mad about how I deal with stuff, when you are very quick to act 

cold and offish when you are unhappy.  Every five seconds I hear 



how you dated another chick.  You really have dated a lot of 

people, yet you get upset if I mention one funny story with a long 

time boyfriend.  I do everything to make you happy and to not say 

anything to rock the boat with you.  You do everything to throw 

tantrums in front of people.  You have been upset... I have been 

upset by you for two days now.  I am so upset I left Darren’s party 

early.  So upset.  I cannot get that day back.  I am scared of you 

sometimes and how you snap at me and of how you will react to 

me.  You make me happy 90% of the time, and I think we are 

amazing together.  But I am not sure... but I am not some other 

bitch you may know trying to kill your vibe.  I am the girl who let go 

with you, even when I was scared out of my mind to.  I am the girl 

who fell in love with you and wanted to tell you this weekend.  But I 

am this other girl who gets side slapped... side stepped when you 

are in a shit mood.  When I feel you think... when I feel you think 

you have me, so why try any more.  I get snapped at and told my 

accent and voices are annoying.  I touch your neck to show you I 

care, you tell me to stop.  Stop chewing gum.  Do not do this, do 

not... do this do not do that.  You do not want to hear stuff, cut me 

off.  Your endorsements or reputation, your impression of 

something innocent blown out of proportion and fucked up a little 

of me and that...sorry, from that... from the outside I think it looks 

like we are a struggle and maybe that is what we are.  I just want 



to love and be loved.  Be happy and make someone so happy.  

Maybe we cannot do that for each other, because right now I know 

you are not happy and I am certainly very unhappy and sad.” 

 What was the background to that, Mr Pistorius?   ---  My Lady, we were 

at... the background...we were at an engagement party of Mr Fresco’s... I just 

think it was a bad day in our relationship.  I was... I came through from Pretoria 

and I had to wait for Reeva’s friend.  She wanted to get a lift with us and she was 

late and she was making us late.  I had to be at... Darren had asked me to bring 

something for him, so I was running late and when we got there... we had an 

enjoyable morning.  It was a mid-morning to midday event.  At a point we got... I 

wanted to go and get food, because I was on a very strict diet and I said to 

Reeva I cannot eat the food that is here, and we said we would leave by a certain 

time.  Towards the end of the engagement I was... Reeva and I were walking 

across the venue and she started talking to a person that was unknown to me.  It 

was a gentleman and I was standing next to Reeva and she did not introduce me 

to the person, and I kind of stepped forward and I made my presence known and 

again she did not introduce me.  So I walked off and when she came up to me, 

ja, I was a bit upset.  I felt maybe that I had been a bit neglected or that I had 

not... I think maybe I was just being sensitive.  I maybe felt a bit insecure or 

jealous and she came and she sat next down to me and she started playing with 

my... tickling my neck and I was not kind to her like I should have been and when 

everybody started leaving, I asked her... I said listen I need to get going, I need 

to go and eat, I have got training this afternoon, and we left whilst everybody else 



was leaving, and I dropped... Reeva was supposed to come I think to my house 

that afternoon, but instead I dropped her off.  She was also in a short mood with 

me and so I dropped her off at her place, and I did not talk to her for the rest of 

the afternoon until she sent me that message whe she said, she is not sure why 

she is typing me the message first. 

 Now let us look at the next message.  That was about 20 minutes later, 

the one at the bottom.  That is a message from you to Reeva?   ---  It is a 

message about 25 minutes later and it says, it is from myself to Reeva, it says: 

 “Please let me know when I can call you.” 

 And then the next page, page 224 of 343, at the top.  Did you get a 

response?   ---  She said: 

 “I am here.” 

She sent me a message saying, “I am here.” 

 And then the next message that we can see, it is the same day, 17:01, 

that is shortly after that response.  Could you read... you sent a Whatsapp to 

Reeva, is that right?   ---  I think before she replied to say that she is here, “I am 

here”, in the previous message, I had already started typing this message to her.  

If I remember I tried to phone her and she did not pick up her phone, so I started 

typing her a message and it reads, it says: 

 “I want to talk to you.  I want to sort this out.  I do not want to have 

anything less than amazing for you and I.  I am sorry for the things 

I say without thinking and for taking offence to some of your 

actions.  The fact that I am tired and sick at the moment... or tired 



and sick, is not an excuse.  I was upset that you just left me after 

we got food, to go talk to a guy and I was standing...” 

I wrote “title bent”, I probably meant: 

“Right behind you watching you touch his arm and ignore me and 

when I spoke up you introduced me... when I spoke up you 

introduced me which you could have done, but when I left you just 

kept on chatting to him, when clearly I was upset.  I asked Martin 

to put on the Kendrik Lemar album in the car, and do not know it, 

granted that it was a shit song, but you could have just lent forward 

and whispered in my ear to change it, seeing that I had to drive to 

pick you... to pick up your friend.  I was 30 minutes late and I know 

you do not like it when I drive fast, but then you should have asked 

Gina to drive herself, so that we would not have to.  When we left I 

was starving.  I only [indistinct 10:00:07] had was a tiny wrap and 

everyone was leaving for lunch.   I am sorry I wanted to go, but I 

was hungry and upset and although you knew it was not like you 

came to chat to me when I left the table.  I was upset when I left 

you because I thought you were coming to me.  I am sorry I asked 

you to stop tapping my neck yesterday.  I know you were just 

trying to show me love.  I had a mad headache and I should have 

just spoken to you softly.  I am sorry for asking you not to put on 

an accent last night, pretty much the same and I did not have the 

energy.” 



 And the Whatsapp following that, Mr Pistorius?   ---  The Whatsapp 

following that was a Whatsapp from me and it was just three kisses, three x’s. 

 And was there a response to you sending three ‘kisses’?   ---  Reeva 

sent a reply.  She sent five kisses back to me. 

 That was I see at 18:44.  So it was about an hour later?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 After the... your Whatsapp to her, is that right?   ---  It was about an hour 

[intervenes] 

 And then at the bottom [intervenes]   ---  It was about an hour and 40 

minutes later. 

 Ja, and then at the bottom, the last Whatsapp?   ---  It was a message 

from myself to Reeva saying:  “Baby”. 

 What does that mean?   ---  It was the following day, so it was probably 

just a message just to let her know I was thinking of her or... oh, i beg your 

pardon. 

 I see it was still on the same day.   ---  I beg your pardon. 

 It was still on the same day, just at 19:00.  Right at the bottom.   ---  I beg 

your pardon, it was on the same day. 

 If you send ‘baby’, what is it that you say?   ---  I am not sure I sent this 

message. 

 I am sorry, I see, ja.  I am told on the screen it is in fact a message sent 

by her to you.   ---  Okay [intervenes] 

 It is not reflected here.   ---  If it was a message, it does not show on my 



file, but it was a message from her to me, so it would have just been something 

to start a conversation or to let me know that she was thinking of me. 

 Was the unhappiness over?   ---  Yes, My Lady. 

 Then go to page 375, that is the next page. 

COURT:  You say 375? 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, I see it was left out.  May I just hand it up?  It must form 

part of it.  It must just form part of the exhibit, My Lady, we will see that your file 

be placed in order there.  In fact just to assist you, you will see the ‘kisses’, the 

first new Whatsapp on that page at 27 January 2013, it says 16:44 which we 

know is 18:44, do you see that?   ---  I do, My Lady. 

 It is just to go from... it is a different page number, but it is just a printout 

and then it is ‘baby’.  Do you see that that was not sent?  That was in fact from 

Reeva to you?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And it then followed on to the bottom of the page, where you said the 

argument was over, the relationship was fine again, is that correct?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 If you go then to page 301. 

COURT:  Where is this supposed to fit in? 

MR ROUX:  My Lady [intervenes] 

COURT:  Page 375? 

MR ROUX:  It must follow the page marked 224.  You will see the last two 

messages, 224 is... oh, I am totally confused.  I see there is nowhere that I see 

‘the argument is over’.  If that is what is meant by the word ‘ok’ that I understand, 



but the way I understood it sitting here is, there is a Whatsapp saying ‘the 

argument is over’.  I do not see that. 

MR NEL:  No, My Lady, [intervenes] 

MR ROUX:  I was asking him there were ‘kisses’ sent and ‘kisses’ sent and 

‘baby’ and I asked him was the argument over and he says, yes. 

COURT:  That is how I understood it. 

MR ROUX:  Yes.  It must follow My Lady, just to respond to your question, the 

difference with the page numbers we received a subsequent bundle, with new 

page references at the bottom, that is why it would not be in sequence.  But 

factually you would see the previous page, you will see there is a... the ‘kisses’ 

and then ‘baby’ and it is in fact on the next page as well.  It just shows who sent 

what.  It is a duplication.  The first part is a duplication of the previous page. 

COURT:  I am not sure I understand that. 

MR ROUX:  If I may take you back My Lady, there is a [intervenes] 

COURT:  The [intervenes] 

MR ROUX:  Page 224. 

COURT:  Yes, I have got that. 

MR ROUX:  If you see the last two messages on 224, you will see the second 

last one is five crosses. 

COURT:  Yes? 

MR ROUX:  And then the next one ‘baby’. 

COURT:  Yes. 

MR ROUX:  But it does not give who is it sent from and that ‘baby’, if you go to 



the page that I have handed up, would be the second new Whatsapp.  It just the 

way the page was printed.  It is exactly the same message. 

COURT:  I see. 

MR ROUX:  You will see the five crosses just on top of that. 

COURT:  I was just confused by the time.  At the bottom it is 19:01, I think. 

MR ROUX:  No, you will see My Lady, [intervenes] 

COURT:  Of page 224. 

MR ROUX:  The five kisses on the next page is 16:44 and if you go back to the 

previous page, it is also 16:44. 

COURT:  I see.  Yes. 

MR ROUX:  We just add every time the two hours. 

COURT:  I have got it.  Thank you. 

MR ROUX:  What I am dealing with, Mr Pistorius, the state during the state’s 

case referred to these extracts from the Whatsapp’s to show the arguments and I 

think it was out of 1007, whatever number it was, and we are dealing with that.  

The last one is at page 301 of 343 and the time is 7 February, so about 10 days 

later... 11 days.  It says, 22:09 which we know must be 24:09.  Do you have it?   -

--  I do My Lady. 

 It starts with:  “I like to believe”.  It is an Whatsapp from Reeva to you?   -

--  It says: 

 “I like to believe to that I make you proud when I attend these 

kinds of functions with you.  I present myself well and can 

converse with others whilst you are off busy chatting to fans and 



friends.  I also knew people there tonight and whilst you were 

having one or two pics taken, I was saying goodbye to people in 

my industry and Fix wanted a photo with me.  I was just being 

cordial by saying goodbye whilst you were busy.  I completely 

understood your desperation to leave and thought I would be 

helping you by getting to the exit before you because I cannot rush 

in the heels I was wearing.  I thought it would make a difference to 

us getting out without you being harassed anymore.  I did not think 

you would criticise me for doing that, especially not so loudly so 

that others could hear.  I might joke around and be all tomboyish at 

times, but I regard myself as a lady, but I did not feel like one 

tonight after the way you treated me when we left.  I am a person 

too and I appreciate that you invited me out tonight, and I realise 

that you get harassed but I am trying my best to make you happy 

and feel as though you sometimes never are, no matter the effort I 

put in.  I cannot be attacked by outsiders for dating you and be 

attacked by you, the one person I deserve protection from.” 

 What was that all about, Mr Pistorius?   ---  My Lady, it was another 

event that we attended.  We were sitting in the front of a hall and there were 

thousands of people and I said to Reeva when we left, I asked her if we can just 

walk straight for the exit and not stop because as soon as I stop I have to take 

photos.  I have got training in the morning, I need to get to bed.  I still had to drop 

her off and go home, and as soon as we left the table, she stopped to talk to a 



friend of hers and being kind hearted like she was, she stopped and she did not 

just walk for the exit and we ended up leaving maybe 40/50 minutes later, and on 

the way to the car we started arguing.  I would not say many people overheard 

us.  A friend of mine was leaving at the same time with his girlfriend and they 

were the only people that did overhear us arguing with each other and we waited 

till we were in the car and I just said to her, you know it was important for me to 

leave early tonight.  I have got an extremely hard training session the morning.  

That was the context of the text. 

 Now in cross examination in the state’s case we dealt with your calls.  

Can you remember if you called her after that?   ---  That evening? 

 Ja.   ---  I did call her. 

 What was that all about?   ---  I do not like to text.  If you see my phone 

history I do not often engage in an argument over a text with anyone.  I do not 

believe that... sometimes things get put across incorrectly or emotions do not get 

portrayed in the right way, and I had spoken to her that night and apologised and 

we had sorted out the argument that we had, and I think Reeva liked writing 

things down more.  She felt she is... at times also a fairly emotional person, so 

she would not want to always speak because I think it would for her sometimes 

be easier.  She had been in a difficult relationship in the past where it was not a 

conducive relationship to her and she told me that she often got her back up 

against the wall, fairly easily and so I did not want to reply in a text and I try and 

phone her or try and see her.  So after this message I had spoken to her and the 

next morning everything was fine again. 



 Well, let us get to the next Whatsapp following the one that you have just 

read.  Could you... that is now the next morning.  8 February at 08:27 which 

would be at 10:27.  What does it say?  It is to you from Reeva.   ---  It is Reeva 

texting me, good morning and she says: 

 “Morning Ozzie.” 

and a smiley face. 

 Did you respond to that?   ---  I responded a couple of hours later and I 

said: 

 “Morning baba.” 

 And again a response to you: 

 “How is your day going?” 

---  She sent me a text, seven seconds later, saying: 

 “How is your day going?” 

 Now we have dealt with the four Whatsapp’s where there was an 

argument and unhappiness.  I want you now to go to Exhibit DDD, the extracts of 

Whatsapp’s between the two of you.  The first page is page 149  of 524.  I am 

just going to refer to some of them, there are so many... just to some of them just 

for you to read into the record.  The second Whatsapp on this page, is a 

Whatsapp to you.  Can you read that into the record?   It is 9 January 2013, the 

printed time 12:27.  I am reading the printed time, just to avoid some confusion.  

We know it is two hours later every time.   ---  It is a message from Reeva to 

myself and it says: 

 “You are a very special person.  You deserve to be looked after.” 



 And the next one?   ---  Again it is a message to me from Reeva, it says: 

 “I have an actually built-in mommy-mo to look after those I care 

about.” 

And the block there indicates a smiley face.  So it would have been a smiley of 

some sort. 

 And how did you respond to that?   ---  I sent Reeva back a bunch of 

kisses. 

 Then the next page marked page 150 of 524.  Can you read from the top 

to the bottom.   ---  The first is a message from Reeva to me and it says... it is in 

the afternoon, it says: 

 “Anyway I am going for a run.” 

 That is now 9 January?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 That is about four o’clock?   ---  That is correct. 

 She said she was going for a run, and how did you respond to that?   ---

  I said: 

 “Shit, do not go and run it is not safe or smart.” 

 Why is that?   ---  I do not think the area she stayed in was safe and she 

was not healthy at the time.  I do not think it would have been a smart idea for 

her to go for a run by herself. 

 And then a response to that?   ---  I sent her a message saying that: 

 “I am at the track training.” 

And then I sent her a message saying: 

 “Where are you?  Please let me know you are safe.” 



And then she sent me a message back saying: 

 “I am home boo.  The run was okay.” 

 Why did you want to know whether she was safe?   ---  Because I care 

about her.  I obviously care about her, so why would I not. 

 Page 158 of 524.  That is now a Whatsapp message from you to her, the 

printed time 20:14.  Just to identify it.   ---  It says: 

 “I am just a little alone but I will be good.  Kiss, kiss, sleep deep.  

Go sleep deep.  Kiss, kiss, I will do angel.” 

 Go to the next page, page 164.  You received a... at 00:46 on 10 January 

2013 a Whatsapp, that was a second one that you received.  So it would have 

been about quarter to three in the morning.  Could you read that?   ---  It says: 

 “This is going to be a good year.” 

 The one following?   ---  That is another message from Reeva to me 

saying: 

 “I am here next to you.” 

 But how is that?  She said: 

 “I am here next to you.” 

---  She means she is by my side.  Not physically but she is by my side.  She is 

here next to me. 

 And your response?   ---  I said to her: 

 “It is just a lot of pressure.  I know.  Thanks baba.” 

 What pressure were you referring to?   ---  Just... I think pressure in 

general.  It was ...  I was dealing with a lot of things.  Both pressure I mean from 



the media side and both pressure from my training staff to get fit for the season.  

Pressure with my finances.  I was purchasing a new home and it is a lot of 

external factors that I think contributed to that. 

 And then the next Whatsapp.   ---  The next Whatsapp is from me to 

Reeva and it says: 

 “Kiss, kiss.  It means a lot.” 

 And following that?   ---  Following that, Reeva said: 

 “I will help you with the houses.  New and old.” 

 What was that referring to?   ---  She will help me decorate and set up 

the new house.  We were often looking at pictures of furniture that we wanted to 

buy together and then with the old house and preparing it be sold.  I was... I did 

not have much time during the day to follow up with the building contractors.  

Often I would get in late at night and I did not have time to check on what had 

been done, or what had not been done. 

 The next page, page 165?   ---  I sent her a message saying: 

 “Thank you.” 

And then she sent me a message back saying: 

 “I wish I could tuck you in and get you feeling better.” 

 Who was that message from?   ---  That was... the message from me is 

saying, “Thank you”, and then another message from me saying: 

 “I wish I could tuck you in and get you feeling better.” 

 And then a message from her following, what does that say?   --- A 

message from her to me and it says: 



 “I am here to support you with training and everything.  I will make 

you healthy food and everything.  I completely get your diet and 

respect your needs to be a certain way body health wise.” 

 And then [intervenes]   ---  I think it is not always easy for someone who 

has not dated a sportsman to understand how strict our diets and our way of 

living is and I think maybe simple things like the argument that I had with her, 

when we were at the Fresco’s party, she really did get the way that I had to live 

my life to be healthy.  So that was just in respect and she knew that it was also 

stressing me out.  So she just said ja, she would support me with my training and 

everything. 

 And then the next message?  The next two messages, if you can read 

that?   ---  It says: 

 “Thank you so much.” 

That is from me to her and then there is a message from Reeva to me, saying: 

 “I think I am also just sick now, not because I am unhealthy but 

from emotional stress and I let go in Cape Town and so did my 

body.” 

 If we go to the next page, page 166.   ---  It is a message from Reeva to 

myself, it says: 

 “I will get better this week and I can be there for you more okay.” 

And then I sent her a message and I said: 

 “I loved that you let go with me.  I felt it and need that.  Kiss.  I am 

sorry you are sick.  Do not stress angel.” 



 Now what did she stress about?   ---  Reeva was stressed about her 

finances, about... she had received a lot of hate mail on different platforms 

because of her dating me.  I had started seeing her... I met her on 4 November 

and the last correspondence I had with Ms Taylor was on 27 October. 

 Which year?   ---  2012.  October 2012.  Ms Taylor wrote me an e-mail in 

which she said some things.  She confessed to sleeping with a guy she was 

seeing whilst I was at the Olympics and after that I never spoke to her again.  So 

she kept on sending me messages everyay, asking for me back and asking for 

us to fix our relationship, but I never replied to any of her e-mails or messages or 

phone calls and I met Reeva on 4 November and we went to the Sports Awards 

together and in the car just before we got out, she said to me:  Do you know this 

is going to create, it is going to create a... people are going to talk about it, 

because three, four weeks ago you were in the Seychelles on TV with Sam.  And 

I said to her, you know, that I knew it and I said to her, if she would rather not 

come I understand and she was… she said:  No, not at all, you know we are 

friends, we have only met and let us have an enjoyable evening together.  And it 

was from the next day the press phoned Ms Taylor and they asked her, and she 

went out... the headlines in all the papers were that I was cheating on her and 

that I was a player.  The word they used was a rokjagter and I never replied to 

any of the journalists.  I never gave my opinion.  I knew what was right and what 

was wrong, but for Reeva it was very difficult and a lot of her friends she would 

speak to about the messages that people attacked her on, had compared her to 

Sam.  At a time Reeva asked Mr Fresco to help her because she thought that it 



was Ms Taylor that had been attacking her on Twitter, setting up fake accounts 

and attacking her and she spoke to me at times about it, and I had been fairly 

used to having criticism and my approach to her was just to ignore it.  Not to read 

things, not to.... there is always a perspective that nobody knows and rather just 

to live, do not worry about it, just live.  You obviously know what is right, it is fine.  

But she really struggled with that.  I do not think she had dealt with that level of 

attention before, that came with dating me.  So it was very difficult for her and 

that put a lot of stress on her.  From the e-mails and the records we went through 

two, three weeks ago here in court, Reeva was also looking for a new home and 

when I said to her she could stay with me, it was a weight off her shoulder.  We 

were looking to make a future together and there was still stress about our 

relationship.  It was still new.  So there was a lot of stress from her side.  She 

was signing a new agency... management agency.  She was in the process of 

signing that.  On the evening of the 13th, I actually helped her with her contract, of 

February.  So she had her own stress as well on top of what I had to deal with. 

 If you go to page 168.  If you can just read the first four messages, 

Whatsapp messages.   ---  The first message is to me from Reeva, it says: 

 “Are you up and going boo.” 

She then sent me another message, 30 seconds later saying... 31 seconds later 

saying: 

 “Good luck with everything today, rock star.” 

with three kisses.  I then sent her a message, when I had woken up saying: 

 “My angel.” 



with a kiss and she replied by saying: 

 “Boo.” 

with a kiss. 

 What does that mean?   ---  What does ‘boo’ mean? 

 Yes.   ---  It is a sign of endearment used by young people sometimes.  A 

nickname of sorts. 

 Can you move on to page 223 of 524.   There is a message from Reeva 

to you on 16 January, 15:09, saying: 

 “Ozzi.” 

and then you responded: 

 “Yes, baba.” 

and then a next message, the printed time 15:13:24, if you would read that?   ---

  Reeva said to me: 

 “Since Cape Town I hope that you have noticed a change in me 

and my feelings towards you.” 

and the next message says that: 

 “I have let go.” 

 And the next one on the next page?   ---  It is another message to me 

and it says: 

 “I let you in a lot.” 

 Can we move on.  At page 225 there is a second Whatsapp.  It is a 

message from you saying: 

 “I know baba.  That means a lot to me.  I can see that you have.  



Thank you and I will open with you.” 

And then there is a response by Reeva, if you can read it?  Do you have that?   --

-  I beg your pardon My Lady? 

 It is page 225.   ---  Yes, I am there.. 

 It starts with:  “And dating you.”   ---  It was a message to me from Reeva 

and she says: 

 “And dating you comes with sick people trying to fill my head with 

doubt and I am learning to trust what is real and safe.” 

 And the last message from you to Reeva, if you can read that on 

16 January.   ---  On the 16th it says: 

 “I know and I am not the easiest person to understand and I feel 

like you get me better than I sometimes know myself.” 

 And the next page, page 226.  From you to Reeva, the top one.  You can 

read the first four.   ---  It says: 

 “You are making me so happy and I know we argue from time to 

time, but I think we are actually so similar.” 

Then there is a text from her to me, saying: 

 “Arguments with us are a struggle to find balance inside are new 

territory for us and trying to do so with dissimilar language.” 

And then she sent another message to say: 

 “It is okay to argue about the things we argue about.  At least it is 

not fundamental values.” 

And then I sent her a message saying: 



 “Kiss, kiss.  You are right my angel.  Kiss, kiss.” 

 Then to move on in time, page 255.  It follows from the Whatsapp on 17 

January where you sent her three kisses and then if you can read just what is 

following.   ---  It is just a message to thank me for lunch and then I write back 

and I say: 

 “You are so special to me.” 

Then she responds, and then I... she sends me a message to say: 

 “You are so special to me.” 

And then I respond by saying: 

 “Thank you for being the most beautiful person to me.  I am crazy 

about you and when I look at you I smile inside.” 

And then [intervenes] 

 The next page, page 256.  17 January, 12:38.  It is a message to you.   --

-  It is a message from Reeva to myself and it says: 

 “You make me so happy too boo.” 

 And it followed?   ---   

 “A lot happy.” 

 Then page 264 of 524.   ---  I sent Reeva a message in the afternoon to 

say: 

 “You look amazing my angel.  I know you are not happy at the 

moment, but you had a stressful couple of months.  By the end of 

February you are going to look insane.” 

 What was that all about?   ---  That was about a photo shoot that she 



had, where she was not happy with her appearance and she had been quite 

stressed about her diet and it was just me reassuring her that she looked lovely. 

 And then two down, there is a Whatsapp message to you, 17 January, 

can you read that?   ---  Reeva had a... it says: 

 “Can I wear my leopard dress boo?” 

 What was that all about?   ---  She had an event, it was the Sexiest Man 

Calender event that she wanted to attend and she had this little leopard dress 

that she really loved, so she was asking if she could wear it. 

 She followed on by saying: 

 “I wore it at two private functions only nothing media related.”   

And then what did you say to her?   ---  I said: 

 “I hope you enjoy tonight my angel.  I am thinking of you.” 

With a smiley face. 

 And did you follow on, on that?  The next Whatsapp?   ---  I said: 

 “Yes, I love that and you look amazing in it.” 

 And you followed that up and that is page 265.   ---  I sent her a smiley of 

some sort and then I said: 

 “I wish I was with you tonight.  You make me so proud.” 

With a kiss. 

 How did you feel that she was going without you to the function?   ---

 There were often events that she would have to attend and I would have to 

attend in my line of work and I was happy that she was going.  I was unhappy 

that I could not attend with her, but ... 



 And then it is still the same day, talking about what she planned to wear 

that evening.  Page 266.  It is black and white... but what is it, did she send you 

something there?   ---  She sent me a photo of herself with her hair made up and 

her make-up done and everything. 

 And what did she say?   ---  She said: 

 “Wish you were here too.  I would be proud to be on your arm.  

Kiss, kiss, kiss.” 

 And how did you respond?   ---  I sent her some kisses back and then I 

sent her a message saying: 

 “You look amaze balls.” 

Which is a slang word for ‘amazing’. 

 And how did she respond?   ---  She said: 

 “You are amaze balls.” 

 On the next page, page 267, in the middle you sent her a Whatsapp, 17 

January at 22:33, saying: 

 “Missing you.  Kiss.” 

And you followed up?   ---  I followed up with a message to her, 30 seconds later 

saying: 

 “My angel are you safe?” 

And then she sent me a text saying... with three smiley faces of some sort and 

she said: 

 “My signal!! Urrr.” 

 Now let us look subsequent to this evening, the relationship between 



you, page 269.  It is the 18th of January 01:27 which would be 03:27.   --- She 

sent me a message saying: 

 “Morning angel.  Just woke up to go the loo.  I am sorry you are 

feeling down and on the night I have the worst signal and PR 

craziness.  It turned out to be such an insane night socially for me.  

I sat chatting to Zureida, Pappi and Josh until the last minute.  

Josh said he worked with you on a Nike thing with you and sends 

regards.  Everyone asked about you tonight actually in all my 

interviews etcetera.  I thought about you all night and wished you 

were there.  I am sorry I was not available all night.  It was a crazy 

busy evening.  I did not even eat supper.  Have a good day angel.  

Big hugs and kisses.” 

 And then:   xxx?   ---  That is correct. 

 And then later on, you get a further Whatsapp: 

 “Morning boo.  Kiss.”   

And then you responded: 

 “Morning boo.” 

And then, if you can read the next Whatsapp to her?  That is the same day, 18 

January, at 06:52, it would be 08:52.   ---  I wrote: 

 “Morning boo.” 

And then the next message I wrote: 

 “I am glad you had fun last night.  I missed you.” 

And then she replied by saying: 



 “It was a good event.  It dragged on a bit late and I did not eat 

supper and my feet fell asleep.” 

 Then the next page, page 275.  There is a Whatsapp about liquor 

licences.  What was that all about?   ---  I sent Reeva a message to say: 

 “Your mom still need a liquor licence?  I am in a meeting with the 

ATF now.” 

Reeva had spoken to me about her parents... we had spoke about her family and 

she said to me her mother was looking at opening a bar and that she was in the 

process of needing to apply for a liquor licence, and I was in Pretoria here in the 

city centre, and I drove past the ATF and so I sent her a message to ask if she 

needed me to pick up any paper work or anything like that. 

 If you go on.   ---  It says [intervenes] 

 No, no, just to a next page.  Page 289.  In the middle, it is 19 January 

2013, the printed time 17:05.   ---  It is a message I sent Reeva and it says: 

 “I do not want you driving alone at night.” 

 Why is that?   ---  In our family we do not... the girls especially are not 

allowed driving alone at night.  They have all got... run flat tyres and smash and 

grab on their windows and most of them have automatic cars, so that they cannot 

stall if there is a smash and grab or an attempt hi-jacking and I did not want 

Reeva to drive alone at night.  It is not safe.  So... 

 Page 295, just to go through the days, that is now 20 January.  The 

second new Whatsapp.   ---  It is a message from me to Reeva.  It says: 

 “Thanks boo.  I am missing you.  Sleep deep baba.” 



 Is it page 295?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Ja.  And how did she reply?   ---  She replied: 

 “I miss you.” 

 And let us go to the 21st of January, that is page 297.  The second new 

Whatsapp.   ---  I just sent Reeva a message to say: 

 “Thinking of you my baba.” 

 Was that from you?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And how did she reply?   ---  She sent me a kiss and then she sent me a 

message saying: 

 “I am here.” 

with another kiss. 

 Then let us go to page 316, just to get to the next day.  That is the 22nd of 

January.  You sent her kisses at about, the printed time 21:28.   --- That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 And if you go to the next page in the middle, that is page 319, still dealing 

with 22nd of January 2013.   ---  That is correct. 

 She sent you an SMS saying: 

 “I like you.” 

How did you respond?   ---  She sent me a message to say: 

 “I like you.” 

And I responded eight seconds later and I said: 

 “I like you too.” 

With a bunch of exclamation marks. 



 You can read on.   ---  And then there was just some banter between us.  

She was saying: 

 “No you.” 

 And the next page, 320.   ---  I sent her a message saying: 

 “So so much.  No you back.” 

And then she started laughing and then I sent her a message back indicating that 

I was laughing and then I sent her a message saying: 

 “I wish you were here tonight.” 

And then she sent me a photo of herself which she had edited and at the top it 

said: 

 “I only have eyes for you.” 

And then I said: 

 “Thank you my baba and me for you.  I am falling asleep my angel.” 

And then the next message she says: 

 “Sleep deep.” 

 If you go to page 324 to go to the next date, 23rd of January.  The first 

new Whatsapp.   ---  It says, the Whatsapp says: [intervenes] 

 Printed time of 05:57.   ---  I beg your pardon.  It is 05:57 printed time, it 

says: 

 “I cannot wait to see you later.” 

 Is that from you?   ---  That is from me to Reeva, yes. 

 And what did she says?   ---  She replied and she said: 

 “Yay, me too.” 



And then I sent her back a bunch of smiley faces. 

 If we go to page 325 at the bottom.  It was a message from Reeva to me 

and it said: (no audio 10:47:38 - 10:47:57]  

“…and I will still look after you, okay.” 

 And the next page, how did you respond?  Page 326.   ---  I said: 

 “Ha, ha.  Thank you my baba.  Smiley face.  You are amazing. 

Kiss, kiss, kiss.  That will not happen, but it means a lot to me.” 

With a smiley.  

 Page 328.  If you can just read the first three Whatsapps.   ---  There was 

a message from myself to Reeva saying: 

 “Kiss, kiss.  We will do a weekend.  Kiss, kiss.” 

And then she replied and said: 

 “Let us go away together some time.” 

And then I replied with some kisses. 

 The next page, page 524.  You see there is a picture that was sent to 

you.   ---  I beg your pardon, My Lady.  The next page? 

 It is 335.   ---  Okay, thank you. 

 If you go to the top.   ---  The top [intervenes] 

 Still 23 January.   I am sorry, it is not from you.  You can go down.  The 

second last.   ---  Reeva had sent me a photo of herself.  She just got her hair 

done and she had got some highlights and things put in and she sent me a photo 

and I replied and said: 

 “Baba, I am the luckiest guy ever.” 



 And from her in response, the next page 336.   ---  She said: 

 “Ah baby.” 

And then she said: 

 “Thank you so much.” 

And then she said: 

 “You are the most amazing.” 

 Then the next page, that is now 24 January, page 348.  The first two.   ---

  She sent me a message saying: 

 “Boo I miss you more than anything.” 

And I replied with seven or eight smiley faces and some kisses. 

 Let us go to the next day, that is page 356.   ---  Is that 359, My Lady? 

 356 of 524.  356.   ---  I beg your pardon.  Thank you. 

 That is 25 January 2013.  In the middle, you sent her a kiss, or 

‘mwah’.   ---  I sent her a message saying: 

 “Mwah.” 

And she replied with a message saying kisses and ... 

 Then at the bottom?   ---  Then I... she sent me a message saying: 

 “Thinking of you.” 

And then she sent me a little message saying: 

 “Said a little prayer for you.” 

With a smiley face of some sorts. 

 Go to page 366.  It is still 25 January.   ---  It is a message... it starts off 

with a message from Reeva to me saying: 



 “I wish I was there.” 

And then there is a message from me to her saying: 

 “I wish so too.” 

With a sad face: 

 “On the sofa watching TV.” 

And then there is a message from me to her saying: 

 “What are you up to my angel?” 

And then a message from me to her saying: 

 “I wish I was at home.” 

And then she replies and says: 

 “Yes, come home to me.  I want to kiss you and feel your arms 

around my neck.” 

Then I said to her: 

 “I am soon my love.” 

Then I asked her what she was up to and then she replied and said: 

 “Me too noonie.  I miss you.” 

Then she said: 

 “We had dinner.” 

I replied and I said: 

 “Aw nice.” 

With a smiley. 

 “Enjoy it baba.  Let me know when you are done.” 

Smiley face, kiss, kiss, kiss, kiss. 



 Let us go to page 370 to go to 26 January.  370.    ---  I sent Reeva a 

message just after midnight with some kisses and then I said: 

 “Missing my lady.” 

And then she sent me a message back saying: 

 “Missing you.” 

And then she said: 

 “Yea boo, one account I reported got suspended.  Another three to 

go including the loser who told me to ‘f’ myself yesterday.” 

Which was referring to the Twitter. 

Yes. --- The Twitter accounts that she was receiving abuse over. 

 Then when we go to page 380 of 524.  In the middle there is a kiss sent 

from you to her.   ---  That is correct, My Lady, and then there is a message from 

me to her saying: 

 “I am going to turn in.  I wish you were here.  Please send me a 

message to let me know that you are safe.” 

And then she replied and said: 

 “Okay angel.  Sweetest of dreams.  I will message you when I get home.  

Kiss, kiss, kiss.” 

And then she sent me a message saying, on the following page, from page 381 

saying: 

 “I am home baby cakes.” 

 That is now on the 28th of January?   ---  She sent me a text message on 

that [intervenes] 



 That is page 381?   ---  381, but still on 27th of January My Lady, at the 

printed time of 21:46, so it is 23:46. 

 And it is followed by?   ---  It is followed by some kisses from me in the 

middle of the night.  I probably woke up in the middle of the night and sent her 

kisses. 

 And it is followed again in the morning?   ---  In the morning there is a 

message from me to say: 

 “Good morning angel, I hope you slept well.  I am off to gym.” 

With a kiss.  Whereby she replied: 

 “Good morning boo.  I eventually did, thank you.  Enjoy gym angel.  

Kiss, kiss, kiss.” 

 Page 382, it is now later in the day on 28th of January.   In the middle at 

printed time 12:24.   ---  I sent Reeva a message saying: 

 “I miss my other half.” 

 Let us go to 29 January 2013.  Page 384.  In the middle.  The printed 

time 11:25.   ---  It was back and forth kisses from both of us. 

 And it is “boobie” and “baba”.   ---  That is correct. 

The next page, page 388.  There was a message sent to you.  Can you 

read it?   At 18:55.   ---  It is a picture that Reeva sent me and she says: 

“The truth is I miss you.” 

And did you respond to that?   ---  I said to her: 

“I am missing you so so much.” 

If you go to page 398, that is now in the evening of 29th of January and 



read that.   ---  It just starts off saying... from Reeva to me saying: 

“Nighty boo.  Kiss, kiss.” 

And I replied and said: 

 “Sleep deeper.” 

And then she sent another message saying: 

 “Sleep deep.” 

And then she said: 

 “Lots of lovies.” 

With a smiley of some sorts and then I sent her back a message full of kisses 

and I sent her a message saying: 

 “Come cuddle me.  I want kisses from my baba.” 

 And that is now on the 30th, that you sent her that message and how did 

she respond?   ---  She sent me many, many,  many kisses back. 

 Page 410 of 524.  We are dealing now still with 30 January.  The second 

message?   ---  It is a message from me to her, it says: 

 “Okay, my angel.  Smiley face.  As long as you are okay.  Would 

you like to come to me afterward?” 

And then she replies and says: 

 “I would love that.” 

And then she [intervenes] 

 Can you remember anything about flowers that day?   ---  Reeva had a... 

she had a shoot and the plan of the shoot, it was a film set.  She was not happy 

on the film set and she walked out of it and she was upset and so I asked her if 



she wanted to come to my house and I sprinkled roses and some chocolates and 

a heart on my bed.  (No audio  11:00:34 – 11:00:50)   

 She says in fact, if you can just read through the Whatsapp messages on 

page 410, it will come to: 

 “I am leaving the set.”   ---  Ja, she said: 

 “I am going to wrap and leave here go pack a bag and go straight 

through.” 

And then I said to her, I said: 

 “Okay my angel.  Kiss, kiss, kiss.  Thinking of you.” 

And then she sent me a text saying: 

 “Leaving set.” 

About 45 minutes later. 

 Then go to page 411, the last Whatsapp.   ---  I sent her [intervenes] 

 That is 30 January.   ---  30th of January I sent Reeva a message saying: 

 “I cannot wait to hold and kiss you.” 

 Can we go then to page 413 to go to 31 January, the 31st of 

January 2013.  There is a picture. What was that about?   ---  It is a picture that 

Reeva sent me.  It says, the caption says: 

 “He is the happiest be it the king or peasant who finds peace in his 

home.” 

It is just a picture that she sent me probably suggesting about the new house, 

about just being happy, regardless of where you are, just if you have your own 

place to call home. 



 And how did you respond to that?   ---  I sent her four kisses. 

 If you go to page 416 at the bottom, that is now the first, if you turn the 

page over to 417, you will see it is a Whatsapp to you on 1 February.   --- Reeva 

sent me a message to say: 

 “Miss you special person.” 

 And on page 417, how did you respond to that?   If you can just go down 

the page and read that.   ---  I responded and I said: 

 “I miss you too my baba.  How was your workout?” 

She then responded, replied to me and said: 

 “I do not treat you because I do not want to make, I do not want to 

make a spectacle of us and I would rather pick up the phone and 

call you.” 

And then I sent her a message saying: 

 “I know that babba.  I was just saying I miss it when we are not talking 

but Tweeting.” 

And then she sent me a message: 

 “But it felt nice to let people know.  I think you are cute and smart.” 

And then I sent her a message saying: 

 “Ah ha, even if you were lying about the second part.” 

 The top of the next page, page 422.  That is now 3 February.   --- Reeva 

wrote me a message saying: 

 “I wish I was with you.” 

And I replied by saying: 



 “I wish so too.” 

And then she sent me a message saying: 

 “Maybe we should have a date night tomorrow boo before Marty 

comes home.” 

 If you go then to page 424.  Also to deal with 3 February at the bottom 

and it was crosses, kisses, kisses, kisses sent and ‘boobie’ and ja, and ‘I like you 

a lot’, ‘baby’ and then the page 425 still on the same date 3 February.  On the 

top, the Whatsapp on top.   ---  There is a message from myself to Reeva to say: 

 “I like you a lot 2 freak.” 

And then I sent her a smiley and then she sent me a message saying, just 

saying: 

 “Freak.” 

 Page 426.   ---  Just more messages going back and forth between us, 

saying we miss each other and kisses and then at the bottom a message asking, 

it is unclear as to who sent it, but it says: 

 “Are you sleeping baba.” 

 Let us go to the next day now, 4 February, that is page 436.  

Mr Pistorius, there are a number of messages in between, we just go to some of 

them, is that correct?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Yes.  On 4 February 2013, in the middle, the printed time 12:51.   ---

 There is a message from Reeva to me to say: 

 “I can come to you when ever.” 

And then there is a message from me to her saying: 



 “No baba, we want to chill with you.  I miss you.” 

And then [intervenes] 

 How did she respond to that?   ---  She responded by saying: 

 “I miss you too baba.” 

And then she sent me another message saying: 

 “I want to train today as well.” 

 Then let us go to page 439 to go to 5 February.  At the bottom.  It is 5 

February, printed time 12:58.   ---  It is a message from Reeva to me saying: 

 “Baby I love spending time with you and sleeping next to you.  I 

just do not ever want to cramp your style or not give you space if 

you need it.  Promise me you will always let me know when you 

need some Oscar time.” 

 And how did you respond on the next page, page 440?   ---  I said to her: 

 “I love having you sleep next to me too baba.  You never cramp 

my style.  I have some work I need to get through tonight and have 

an early start tomorrow.  I promise baba and likewise.  Kiss, kiss.” 

 Let us go to the 6th of February, page 447.  She sent you a message to 

say: 

 “Sorry, I fell asleep.  I am so nauseous and [indistinct].” 

Your response to that, at printed time 16:06?   ---  I wrote back to her and I said: 

 “I cannot wait to see you.  Would you like me to pick you up.” 

 And over the page, page 448.   ---  Reeva sent me a message to say: 

 “I really cannot wait to see you boo.  I would love that angel.” 



 Then we go to 11 February.  That is page 468.  Can you read that into 

the record and explain it.   ---  It is a message from Reeva to me saying: 

 “I know you have a lot of stress on your shoulders at the moment 

and I can see that you are coming down hard on yourself, where 

your weight etc is concerned.” 

And then she sent me another text saying: 

 “I just want to say thank you for supporting me any way, despite 

your own stressors.  It means a lot to me.” 

And then she sent me another message to say: 

 “I just ask that you take time to breathe and give yourself room to 

value your blessings even though your woes seem far greater.” 

And then she sent me another message saying: 

 “I am always on your side and pro you and your career, but mostly 

pro us and the health of our relationship.” 

 And the next page, page 469?  Still the same day.   ---  She says, she 

then sends me a message to say that: 

 “We are important to me.” 

She then sends another message to say: 

 “Lots of hugs.  Hope you have a super blessed day.  I said a small 

prayer for both of us.  Kiss, kiss.” 

And then I sent her a text back saying: 

 “Thank you so much for being strong my angel.  That message 

means a lot to me.  I am taking your advice.  Kiss.  I just sent a 



host of e-mails and trying to take control of my admin.  Miss you.  

Kiss.” 

 Then if you could move on to page 488.  You can start at page 487, that 

is now the evening of 11 February.   ---  It is just messaging back and forth 

between us, calling each other ‘baba’ and ‘baboo’ and then Reeva sends me a 

message to say: 

 “I miss you.” 

And then I send her one back to say: 

 “I miss you too.” 

And then she sends me a message saying: 

 “Nu.” 

 And the next page, page 488?   ---  Then she sends me a message 

saying: 

 “I will miss you more.” 

And then I send her a message saying: 

 “I miss you one more than you me always.” 

And then she sends me a message saying: 

 “Impossible.” 

 If you go to page 495 of 524 to go to 12th February.   ---  Reeva sent me 

a message saying: 

 “See your woman told you you are looking good.” 

And then she sent me another message about her weight and then I sent her a 

message back saying: 



 “I am missing her today.  I love talking about her.  She makes my 

heart happy.” 

Then she sent me a message back saying: 

 “You make everything happy.” 

And then she sends me another message saying: 

 “Will you be around if I come there this afternoon.  I will go and do 

my errands in Pretoria.” 

 Let us go to page 496.  The first message?   ---  The first message is 

from Reeva to me, she says: 

 “I know Warren wanted to have coffee today so we could catch up 

and I could get my post, etc from him.  But I can see him another 

day.” 

 What was that all about?   ---  Warren was Reeva’s ex-boyfriend.  They 

dated for a very long time.  Reeva had a very good friendship with him.  They still 

stayed in contact and chatted regularly and her post... a lot of her post went to 

his post box.  They lived together so she was... wanted to go catch up with him 

on that day and collect her post. 

 And what did you say to her in response?   ---  I said: 

 “Yea, I will babba, have a dentist appointment at 12:30.  Maybe go 

and see him and come through when you are done.  Kiss, kiss.” 

We then just spoke about the dentist and about the physio, I had a dentist and a 

physio appointment.  I just said to her that the physio did not have any needles, 

so I will have to go back after the dentist. 



 My Lady, would this be an opportune time? 

COURT:  What is the time? 

MR ROUX:  It is quarter past, My Lady. 

COURT:  Yes, thank you.  The court will adjourn. 

 

COURT ADJOURNS [11:15]             ~ ~ ~             [11:37] COURT RESUMES  

 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS:  (s.u.o.) 

COURT:  Yes, Mr Roux.         

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR ROUX: (Continues)  Thank you, M'Lady.  Mr 

Pistorius, if you go…we are still dealing with EXHIBIT DDD.  Would you please 

go to page 501 and we are now dealing with the events of 13th  February 2013.  

Page 501 of 524.   In the middle, it says 13th February, printed time 08:08.  ---   

M'Lady, the…page 50…501 is not in the file.    

COURT:  I do not have it either.  I do not think you had 501.  There is 506, not 

501.   ---  My file goes 496 to 506.     

MR ROUX:   There is a 501, then a 506, then a 507 and then a 521.   ---  I do not 

have 501, M'Lady.   

 Well, I will read it and see that the page is placed in the file.  13th 

February 2013 at printed time 08:08 there is a Whatsapp to you, from Reeva 

saying: 

“Good luck with everything today, baba. Kiss kiss kiss.  

Let me know how things go.” 



What was that about?   ---  Was that.. was that on 13th February, M'Lady? 

 13th February at 10:08.   ---  I had a meeting on the.. on the 13th 

February in Johannesburg.  It was a financial advisor of mine.  I was in 

Johannesburg fairly early in the morning to meet with him.   

 And your.. then she also sends you six seconds later a kiss and you 

responded by [intervene].  

COURT:  Mr Roux.   [indistinct]. 

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, may I just see, but I will make a copy. I am just reading 

from this now, but it should be on the screen.  If I may ask them, then I will make 

a copy available.  We will see that this page will be placed into your exhibit file.  

You will see on the screen now the previous message that I read. 

COURT:  Oh? Is this what you are talking about.  Okay.   

MR ROUX:   And then it followed by the next one, it is a kiss.  Can you see it on 

the screen there?   ---  Yes, I can M'Lady.  

 And then your response.  Can you read that?   ---  I said: 

“Thanks angel.” 

Then page 506 which is in the exhibit file.  The first new Whatsapp message.  

Can you read that?  It is to you.   ---    First message to me says: 

“Baba, hope you do not mind that I came back to the 

house to work a bit and to do some washing.  It will help 

me a lot to get stuff done and relief some stress.  I will go 

through to Johannesburg at like three.  Kiss kiss kiss.” 

It was Reeva sending me a message to tell me that she was staying at my 



house throughout the day and that she was just doing some washing.  She had 

slept at my house the night before, so she.. I think maybe she had a meeting 

or gym that morning and then she sent me a text to say that she was…she 

said I came back to the house.   

 We go to the next page, page 507 of 524.  The last Whatsapp in…    ---  

It is an outgoing message from Reeve to me.  It says: 

“It is a difficult thing to try and console you [indistinct]…” 

I beg your pardon: 

“….It is a difficult thing to try and console you on Baba, 

because it is a shitty thing and you are a nice guy.  I 

guess these things happen and we can just hope they 

work out for the best.  You are an amazing person with so 

many blessings and you are more than cared for.  Your 

health and future monetary blessings far out this hurdle.  I 

can promise you that.” 

What was that all about?   ---  It was to do with the financial meeting I had that 

morning.   

 The next page 521, you responded to that.   ---  I sent.. I sent Reeva 

back a message to say: 

“Thank you so so my angel.  A kiss.  You do not have to, 

my angel.  Stay tonight if you like.” 

Meaning she does not have to come back to Johannesburg.  She can.. you do 

not have to, my angel.  You do not have to come back, so she could stay if she 



liked.  

 If you go down the page.   ---  Going down the page I said: 

“I am just finishing off at Ryan.” 

Who was.. it was another meeting I had.  And then she sent me a message to 

say: 

“Thank you Baba, let me know if you would like to spend 

time with M or Carl.  I am sure you maybe feel like some 

family tonight.” 

Then she sent a message to another number.  

 No, then.. I am only referring to your messages.   ---  Okay.  

 The second last message.   ---  The second last message she sent to 

me, she said: 

“Angel, I am going to go home at like six.  Please stay and 

do whatever it is you were going to do.” 

Mr Pistorius, may I also take you to EXHIBIT BBB.  In the middle of the page, 

there is a Whatsapp on 23 January 2013, printed time 09:13.  Could you read 

that?   ---  This is just a message from me to Reeva to say I am… that said: 

“I am just at the physio, baba.” 

It was just getting medical [intervene].  

 What was that all about?   ---  I had.. I have had issues with my 

shoulder, my right shoulder for.. for a while, and I was just receiving medical 

physio treatment for it.  So I was first at the physio that morning.   

 And the next page, marked 477 in the middle again.  Printed time 11 



February 2013, 14:12.   ---  Reeva asked if I am at training and then I replied, 

and I said: 

“I am not going, my shoulder is.. is stuffed.” 

Is that a reference to the same shoulder?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Mr Pistorius,  now I am first going to deal with the counts 2, 3 and 4 

before I revert to  count 1.  Count 2 is:  That on or about 30 September 2012 in 

Kempton Park district, you unlawfully discharged a firearm through the sunroof  

That is the count in respect of which Mr Fresco and Ms Taylor gave evidence 

about.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 The evidence was that on 30 September 2012, you accompany Mr 

Fresco and Ms Taylor to the Vaal River.   ---  That [intervene].  

 Could you tell the court about that?   ---  The previous night M'Lady, I 

had to attend a wedding and on the morning of the 30th some friends, Mr 

Fresco and Sam Taylor and another friend of ours drove in convoy down to the 

Vaal River.  We had lunch there.  We spend some time out in the water and by 

the water’s edge and then mid-afternoon we headed back to Johannesburg.  

We were travelling in Justin Divaris’s car, work car of his.  Mr Fresco was 

driving on the way back.  We had to leave [intervene].  

 Where did you sit?   ---  I sat at the passenger side of the car in the 

front… front seats of the vehicle and Samantha Taylor sat behind Darren 

Fresco in the back and then we … we left middle… in the middle of the 

afternoon, or late afternoon. I had.. I had to catch a flight later that afternoon 

to.. to Scotland.  On the way… on the way.. on the way back to the house we 



were… on the way back to Mr Divaris’s house, we were travelling to go drop 

his vehicle off.  Mr Fresco and I had left our vehicles at Mr Divaris’s house.  

We were about to climb onto the N1 highway near the Vaal River and we 

became around a corner just before the onramp and a police officer standing in 

the road, and he pulled Mr Divaris off.   

 Mr Fresco.   ---  Sorry, I beg your pardon.  Sorry, Mr Fresco, that is 

correct.  In Mr Divaris’s car.  The vehicle we were travelling in did not have a.. 

did not have a registration plate on the front of the vehicle.  The police officer 

wrote a infringement for Mr Fresco.  Darren Fresco took it from the police 

officer and he threw it into the passenger… to the foot well where I was sitting. 

He then climbed onto the highway and after the Grasmere plaza, just after the 

Grasmere plaza as you come into the South of Johannesburg, where Nasrec 

is, coming up to Soweto we got pulled over by a Metro police officer.  They 

asked Mr Fresco to get out of the vehicle and to walk to the front of the car.  

He did so and within about a short period of time, a police car arrived from the 

front, that was driving along the skirts of the highway and a flying squad.  I 

think it was a flying squad or a.. or a metro police officer.  Traffic police officer 

arrived from behind.  So there were.. there were a couple of policemen that 

were talking to Mr Fresco.  I had my firearm, I always carried my firearm with 

me and I did not want to get out, I thought I need to get out to diffuse the 

situation or help to diffuse the situation because it was obviously… the speed 

Mr Fresco was travelling, the police were very agitated and I took my firearm of 

my person and I put it on the seat of the car and I close the door.  I did not 



want to approach the police with the firearm on me and I went to them and I 

started talking with them.  The one police officer commented that they had 

been following Mr Fresco since the Grasmere plaza where they were 

positioned on the side of the highway, which was several kilometres before 

where we got pulled over.  They started…  There was discussion between the 

officers with the various policemen who had come to now see  who this person 

was who was speeding in the manner in which he was and at that point the 

police officer called from behind me, where the car.. where the vehicle was.  

He was standing next to the car, with the door open and he shouted and he 

said:  Whose firearm is in this vehicle?  So I left Mr Fresco with the police 

officers that he was talking to, they were maybe five to 10 metres in front of the 

car, in the… of the apron of the highway and I went back to the vehicle and I 

said to the  police officer, It is my firearm and I asked for it back.  I said:  

Please can I have it back and I told him.. I said to him:  You know, I left it in the 

car for safekeeping.  I did not want to approach the police with a firearm on 

me.  He was aggressive in his manner and he dropped the magazine out of the 

firearm, it fell onto the apron of the car door and then into the car and he.. the 

firearm that I had, the safety mechanism works, that you can cock the gun and 

you can drop the hammer with the safety latch and then you can put… it is a 

safety mechanism, then you can put the safety on again and he taken it off and 

he ejected the bullet that was in the.. in the chamber.  He then dropped the 

firearm on the seats and he said to me:  Do you have a licence?  I said:  I do 

have a licence to carry the firearm.  He said:  Why is it not.. why was it not on 



you?  I said:  It has been on my person, I just did not want to get out in this 

situation with the firearm on myself.  He then lost his temper and he lits a 

cigarette and he walked away.   I was trying to find the bullet that had fallen 

between the apron of the car and the… inside the vehicle.  I could not find it.  

At that point another police officer, one of the police officers [intervene].  

COURT:  Mr Pistorius, you would have to slow down a bit.  You are rushing.   -

--  I am sorry, M'Lady.  

 Yes.    ---  At that point one of the police officers that was speaking to 

Mr Fresco, came over to where I was now at the passenger side of the vehicle, 

on the left of the vehicle because this was now a bit of a scene.  This 

policeman had stormed off and he lits a cigarette and the second policeman 

who was not involved was trying to help me find the.. the round.  The bullet 

that have fallen into the car.  He then called the policeman back, who had 

ejected the round and together the three of us started to try and get the bullet 

out.  It was.. Mr Fresco I heard said he was going to get it out with his finger, 

but the gap was too small.  The policeman had to use his radio to get the bullet 

out of the seats.  At this point I was quite agitated.  I took.. I told Darren you 

must sort out.. you know I was.. I thought they would arrest him for speeding.  

But they had given him a fine or a summons or something of a sorts.  I got 

back in the car, I sat there and I waited for him.  Several minutes later, he 

came back to the car and he sped off [intervene].  

MR ROUX:  Did you say anything about fingerprints on the bullet?   ---  No, 

M'Lady.  I said… I asked.. well I said to the policeman to come back and help 



me find the bullet that he had ejected.  Because the bullet have fallen into the 

car.  It was lying around in the vehicle and we could not leave until I put the 

bullet back into the magazine.  I was .. I was agitated and my manner… I was 

angry that he had handled my firearm.  After he had helped me get the round 

back, I think at that point he did not want to engage in a conversation anymore.  

He turned around and carried on smoking his cigarette and the police officer 

that was with us at the vehicle went back to Mr Fresco to finish his writing out 

his speeding fine or his infringement.  I sat in the car and I just watched them 

talk.  I do not know what happened between them.  I got back in the car and 

several minutes later we left.   

 Where did you go from there?   ---  This was late afternoon already 

M'Lady, and we went…from what I can remember, I just remember arriving at 

Mr Divaris’s house.  I remember going for dinner nearby Mr Divaris’s house.  I 

think we were waiting for him to get back to Johannesburg.  I am not sure at 

what time we went to go eat.  If it was late afternoon or early evening and then 

I left to Scotland later that evening.  I do not remember, I actually  do not 

remember  leaving for Scotland that night.  My council told me that I had.. they 

checked the dates of where I was in the media and things last year and they 

asked me what dates I was in Scotland and I could not recall and it was 

actually that day that I had left because I started playing golf the next day.       .     

 The evidence was albeit at different places and for different reasons 

that you discharged the firearm through the sunroof, the open sunroof of the 

car.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  



 What do you say about that?   ---  That never happened, M'Lady.  Mr 

Fresco and Ms Taylor said that we went to do paperwork at a gunsmith or a 

shooting range or something and the only paperwork that I can remember 

doing, was in October.  I do not remember filing any paperwork in September. I 

do not remember going to a house on that day . I do not recall that.   

 Count 3.  If I may read that to you.  Count 3 is the Tashas incident 

where the charge against you is that you: 

‘Unlawfully discharged a firearm, a Glock without any 

good reason in Tashas restaurant.” 

Would you tell the court what happened there?   ---  M'Lady, a friend of mine 

arrived from the UK, he came to train with me.  That morning Mr Lerena sent 

me a text message or phone call to ask if I would help him with his diet.  I 

agreed to meet with him at the Tashas Restaurant.  We got there for lunch and 

Mr Divaris joined us later.  He was the last person to arrive at our party at the 

table.  Mr [intervene].  

 Who was there, can you just repeat?   ---  Mr Rooney sat to my right.  

There four of us.  Mr Lerena sat opposite me, across the table and Mr Fresco 

sat adjacent to me.  

 You referred to Mr Divaris came late.   ---  I am terribly sorry.   

 Who was it to came late?   ---    Mr Fresco arrived late.  Mr Divaris was 

never there.  Sorry.  We began chatting and talking over lunch and I was 

helping Mr Lerena with things with his diet and I had been looking at 

purchasing a similar model to the model firearm that Mr Fresco had.  It was a 



lot smaller than the one that I had and at some point in the lunch, it was stupid 

of me and I asked... I asked if he will pass me.. if I can see his firearm.  I 

wanted to see if it had a slider groove on the front of the.. of the firearm, for 

attachment for a flashlight.  I asked him to pass me his firearm and he did so, 

after he busy with it and I took it from him.  I was sitting in the corner and I 

wanted to double check, or make sure that the firearm was safe, meaning that 

it did not have a round,  it was not loaded and I... as I checked the chamber, a 

round came out of the breech and the next thing I knew, a round went off.  The 

firearm discharged.  I was overcome with fear that somebody may have got 

hurt.  I looked around, the whole restaurant went dead quiet.  I could not really 

believe what had happened.  I was quite angry initially that Mr Fresco had 

handed me an unsafe firearm, one that had a magazine there, and one that 

had a round in the…in the  chamber and I said to him:  Now what if somebody 

got hurt, take your firearm back and I gave it to him under the table.  I did not 

want to keep his firearm with me and I handed him his firearm back.  At this 

point people had started talking again in the restaurant, I think people thought 

that it was an explosion in the kitchen of some sorts.  I could not actually 

believe what had happened and Darren said… Darren then mentioned to the 

party that he will say that his firearm fell on the floor or that it got hooked on his 

pants.  At that point I should have.. I do not really know what I was thinking.  I 

should have.. I believed at that point as that we both had to bla.. were to 

blame, I made a mistake for asking for a firearm in a restaurant and he made a 

mistake of giving me a firearm which was loaded and carrying one up.  I think 



at this point I saw relieved that people had not got hurt, but angry for him for 

being careless.  He told me not to say anything.  A couple of minutes passed 

and Mr Loupis came over to our table.  He asked what had happened.  

 Just before that, did you say anything about the media?  ---  Not at that 

point.  I said to.. I was.. I was... l could not.. I did not really speak much to be 

honest and then I sat there.  I said to Darren, I said to him:  Does he realise 

how stupid this was and  I could not afford for it to get out.  Meaning I could not 

afford for it to be…if it got out, people would be talking about it, will get 

misinterpreted in the worse way possible.  It will look as it was, as a careless 

incident.  I did not mean for it to happen and I said to him:  Do you understand 

the severity of the.. of what has happened?  He carried on saying to me that he 

would take the blame.  He will say it got hooked on his pants, he say that it fell 

on the floor.  He was coming up with excuses.  Mr Loupis came to our table 

and asked if we knew what had happened.  Darren told him the story about the 

firearm getting hooked on his pants.  I immediately said to Mr Loupis, I am 

sorry it is my fault and I will pay for the damages.  I did this on many 

occasions, til the time we left.  I did not want to elaborate on it, I did not really 

want to talk about it, I just said to him it is my fault, I will pay for the damages.  

I am sorry about what happened.  At that point I was just very relieved that no 

one got injured or worse.  I asked for the bill and the bill came.  I paid with my 

credit card. Upon paying I said to Mr Loupis would.. that I am sorry and that I 

pay.. before we got the bill, Ms Loupis came over with a friend of hers and she 

had obviously heard from her husband what had happened, because she came 



over and she was in a joking manner, joking with Darren. I think at this point 

she believed that it was Darren’s fault that it had got hooked on his pants.  So 

from Darren had told Mr Loupis that it got hooked on his pants, I think that the 

story that he went and told his wife.  She came over to the table.  She said 

something to the effect of you know, you are crazy.  Someone could have got 

hurt.  But she was in a joking manner and she slapped him on the back of his 

head.  I was watching this across the table and… somebody really could have 

got hurt.  It was not a matter to really be joking about and I realised how foolish 

it was of me to have  taken the firearm from him.  We left the restaurant and Mr 

Rooney and I left in one car.  I briefly spoke to Kevin Lerena, a piece of the tile 

had broken off and cut his leg and there was a small trickle of blood going 

down his leg.  I asked him if he was okay and apologised for what had 

happened and then we left.  

 Count 4 is  that you possessed .38 rounds of ammunition.   ---  I 

understand the charge, M'Lady.  I have never owned a .38 calibre firearm.  I 

have never purchased .38 calibre ammunition.  That ammunition was my 

father’s for a firearm that he had registered or has registered in his name and 

he simply had it at my house for safekeeping.  It was not mine, it was not in my 

possession.   My understanding of the law is, that if your ammunition is.. you 

are allowed to give your ammunition to somebody for safekeeping.  It does not 

have to be in your safe.   

 Did you ever intent to use the ammunition?   ---  No, M'Lady.  I did not 

have a firearm in my possession.  I did not have a.. I had no way of.. the 



firearm I had in my possession that I licensed to my name cannot use that 

ammunition.  

 Mr Pistorius, I am taking you now to the events of the 13th February.  

We know on the facts that you arrived home just after six o’ clock.   ---  That is 

correct.  

 The Thursday.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Would you tell the court about the events that day and also that 

evening?   ---  That day I had been.. I had woken up in my house in Pretoria.  

Reeva had slept over.  I had to leave Pretoria early to skip the traffic.  I could 

have been late for this meeting, there were many people involved.  I got to 

Johannesburg, about..I guess about an hour before my meeting and I met up 

with a friend in Melrose Arch.  We met for a short time.  We had a cup of coffee 

and then I had to be at my meeting.  I was there until about midday, about 

twelve o’clock.  I did not have any plans for the afternoon but I was going to 

train because I had a shoulder injury.  I thought that Reeva was going to come 

back to Johannesburg, the plan was that she was going to come back on the... 

on the 13th and I thought maybe after my meeting I would give her a call and 

see what.. if she was doing anything.  When my meeting ended at twelve, I 

phoned the estate agents that was brokering] the purchase of my home.  I met 

briefly with him, I am not sure for what reason, if it was to get house plans or 

photos or to sign papers.  I can remember that from the message I sent Reeva, 

saying I was with Ryan.  From there I went to see my friend Mr Divaris.  I was 

chatting with him for a while.  He was still at work. I  was asking him what his 



plans were for the rest of the day and he suggested, or he said to me that he 

was meeting another mutual friend of ours for dinner and asked me, if I wanted 

to join him.  At some point his girlfriend, Mr Divaris’s girlfriend arrived.  Ms 

Samantha Greyvenstein.  She is very close friend of Reeva’s and she asked 

what I was up to for the rest of the day and we.. informed her about possibly 

having dinner. The boys having a dinner, she said she was in a mood to watch 

a movie in Johannesburg.  She said that she would phone Reeva or text  

Reeva and ask her if she wanted to come through and we were just chatting 

informally at Mr Divaris’s work.  I phoned Reeva, and there were text that went 

back and forth between us.  She said to me that she just going to finish her 

washing and then she would come.  She was planning on coming back to 

Johannesburg.  She asked me after my day, if I wanted to spend some time 

with my sister at home.  I cannot remember the exact words in the messages, 

but I said to her that I do not mind…what her plans.. if she wants to stay, she 

can stay.  I do mind if she wants to come back.  We could do something there.  

When I spoke to her on the phone, she told me that .. I was aware that Sam 

had asked her if she wanted to watch a movie in Johannesburg.  Sam told me 

that Reeva had said to her, that she did not want to come back. She was 

thinking of staying the night again at my house in Pretoria.  And then I decided 

to… that I was too tired, that I did not want to stay in Johannesburg and go for 

dinner with Justin and his…and our mutual friend.  That I would rather return 

home and in that process Reeva asked me if I would like to…if she like me to 

cook us dinner.  She then, from the telephone correspondence she messaged 



a friend of hers to say that she was staying the night at my house and that she 

was not going to come back to Johannesburg and from other evidence she 

went… she left the estate and went to go get dinner.  She went to go get food 

for dinner and I arrived home shortly after six o’ clock.  I parked my car in the 

driveway and I just walked to the front door.  When I got to front door, it was 

locked and the dogs were running around the house.  I knocked on the door 

and Reeva [intervene].  

COURT:  You have to slow down.  You are rushing too much.   ---  I beg you.. I 

am sorry, M'Lady.   

 Yes.   ---  I arrived home and Reeva was preparing dinner in the 

kitchen.  I chatted to her for a short time.  I went upstairs then I was.. I wanted 

to get out of the clothes I have been in for the day and I went upstairs and got 

changed and showered.  I changed into my pyjamas and then I think around 

seven o’clock I went downstairs and [intervene].  

MR ROUX:  Before we get there, can we first deal with your iPad?  Did you 

access to your iPad that day?   That evening?  ---  I did, M'Lady.   

 When was that?   ---  I had access to it the entire day.   

 I am talking after arriving back at your house.   ---  From the time I 

arrived home, Reeva was preparing dinner. I was talking to her, and on the 

ipad I was surfing the net.  I was looking at cars that I had wanted to get 

around to during the day.  To have a look at and when I went upstairs as I...as 

I was drawing the bath, I was on my iPad.  I lay on my bed and took off my 

suit.  I then sat in the bath for a while, I cannot remember if I was on it then.  



And then as I got out of bed, for a short time thereafter I was on it.  We went 

down to dinner, I stopped using it. We were sitting and chatting.  

 Alright.  If you can just go back there. There is an EXHIBIT WW.  

M'Lady, I will come back to the specific exhibit, I do not want to waste time and 

possibly during the lunch adjournment, we will try to locate it in the witness file.  

Mr Pistorius, I will come later to your surfing on the web and what you 

accessed and what you did not accessed, the exhibit is not available now.  So 

let us move on from there.  I will revert to that once we have located the 

exhibit.  What time did you eat?   ---  I started dinner… we started dinner 

shortly after seven, M'Lady.  

 I will come back to that, but we know once we go to the website 

activity, we will see there was an open period from about ten past seven till 

eight o’ clock.   --- It sounds about right, M'Lady.   

 Was that the time that you were having dinner?   ---  That…that would 

be correct, M'Lady.    

 And after dinner?   ---  After dinner we sat and so the dinner… Well, so 

[indistinct] well we ate and we sat at the dining room table for a while and we 

chatted about my day and we chatted about Reeva’s contract that she was in 

the process of signing with a new management company.  She had it up on her 

computer, so.   

 Could you speak up a little bit?   ---  I beg you [intervene].  

 Just slow down a little bit Mr Pistorius.   ---  We sat at the dining room 

table after dinner and Reeva had her work that she was busy with during the 



day on the table.  She asked me to go through one of her contracts.  The 

contract that she had been working on during the day, which she was in the 

process of finalising and about to sign.  I went through the contract and I made 

some changes for her on things that I did not think were applicable or things 

which could be binding for her in a negative way.  And then usually after dinner 

we would have watched TV downstairs, but I think we both had a taxing day, 

so we decided to go upstairs.  I helped her with the plates.  Whilst we were 

taking the plates off the..from the table,  Reeva asked me if I would like 

anything to drink.  Anything warm to drink, I cannot remember if I asked her for 

coffee or tea or what it was, but I said yes and I went back upstairs and she 

joined me a short time afterwards.  A couple of minutes later.   

 You can go on.   ---  Must have been around, just before eight or eight 

o’ clock, I came into my room and I.. I put the.. open the balcony doors.  It was 

a very humid evening.  They had been working on my house for some time and 

the air-conditioning was one of the things that they needed to fix.  There was 

some fault with it.  So at the time the air-conditioning was not working.  I had 

[intervene].  

COURT:  Can I just stop you please?  You mentioned your room.  I am not 

sure what you meant with that.   ---  My bedroom, M'Lady.  

 Bedroom.   ---  Yes, M'Lady.  

MR ROUX:  Your bedroom is on the first floor of the house?   ---  Correct, 

M'Lady.  My bedroom is on the first floor.   

 You said that the air-con was not working and that it was a humid 



evening.  What then?  Then you spoke about opening the doors.   ---  I open 

the doors of the balcony.  From my main room there is a small balcony.  I 

opened the sliding doors onto the balcony.  I placed.. there is two fans.  There 

is a steel tripod stand fan and there is a small plastic fan.  A floor fan.  I placed 

the tripod fan a bit further back with one of the legs on the balcony and the 

other two  legs inside the sliding door.  I placed the small fan pretty much 

between the legs of the larger fan, the tripod standing fan.  I then closed the 

doors til they more or less in line with the fans because at night, there is a light 

on the balcony that attracts insects and they come into my room.  So I was 

trying to get most of the humid warm air out of the room, by having the fans 

there, they pulled the cool air from outside into the room.  I drew the blinds and 

the curtains so that no bugs could come in from the outside and I had them 

more or less draped around the side of the standing fan.   

 Could you just explain the blinds and the curtain?   ---  The blinds are 

behind the curtains.  They hang from the same rail in a light type of chevron 

material and the curtains are, I am not sure what material, but they are very 

heavy.  They have got a blackout lining on the outside, the side of the curtains 

so they do not allow for any light to come in.   

 If you are inside your bedroom, and you close the blinds and the 

curtains, you switch off the lights.   ---  My room, when I.. when I put curtains 

up in my home when I moved in, in 2008 I got all the curtains and blinds done. 

But in my room I got blackouts done on my curtains because of the hours that I 

travel, I am sometimes home for a day and a half or half a day, and the hours I 



sleep are not always usual, so I sometimes sleep during the day.  So I got the 

curtains with this material, this fabric.  If the curtains are drawn, you cannot 

see anything in the room.  During the day you can barely see, if they are 

drawn, what you can see is along the walls, you can see the…not along the 

walls, I beg your pardon… along the top of the rail, you can see a bit of light 

coming in.  But it is… it is virtually pitch black, even in the day if the curtains 

are drawn.   

 You have put the fans outside, the tripod and the smaller fan.  ---  That 

is correct, M'Lady. I then drew the curtains which were around the fans.  I do 

not think.. I do not think at that time I probably just left the blinds where they 

were, but I drew the curtain to hang over the.. over the fans so that not.. no 

insects could come in.  You could see a bit of light through where the top fan 

was, but very little in the room.  At that point the bedside lamp, bedside table 

lamp was.. light was on.  Or one of the lights in the room was on, I do not recall 

if it was the bedside lamp, but one of the lights in the room was on.  At that 

point Reeva came into the room and I took my drink and I put it down on the 

bedside table.  I walked behind Reeva where she came in the room and I 

closed the bedroom door and I lock the bedroom door, as I do every night and 

I put the cricket bat between the sunglasses cabinets and the door.  If you lay 

the bat down in that gap, the bat is about… is about two centimetre short of 

being at the door.  And the reason I put it there, was because the lock 

mechanism on the door was not very strong.  The doors were made, in house 

of a .. of a wood that was very hard but very brittle and I had problems with 



some of the latches and locks before.  So it was a concern of mine that just 

locking the door, with the heat the gaps between the doors increased and the 

lock barely caught the door.  So I put the cricket bat down on the floor inside 

the bedroom, so that if you.. is something happen that a person will not be able 

to come into the bedroom.  That the door would be blocked by the cricket bat.  

That is something I did every night when I stayed at home.  . 

 Does the house have an alarm system?   ---  The house does have an 

alarm system, M'Lady.  When I moved in I spend quite a bit of money putting 

up an alarm system.  I put inside and outside beams on.  The alarm system 

does not have any door monitors, but the outside sensors are battery 

operated.  They are not, they do not work with wiring.  So when they had 

painted the house in 2010, they had taken all the eyes off the outside walls and 

they painted the home and they were in the process of repainting now, so 

there were troubles with the alarm.  If you take one of the outside sensors of 

the wall, before you activate it, it does not have a memory to remember what… 

what was in its scope the previous time it was activated.  But I did have an 

alarm, I put it on every night. It activated with a remote which was on my house 

keys.  So after I put the cricket bat at the door, I just push a button and the 

alarm would make a noise to indicate that it was activated.    

 So, you are both now in the room, having your coffee or your tea.  And 

then?   ---  I came back into the room and I sat on, if you are facing the bed on 

the bottom right hand side of the bed,  I took my prosthetic legs off. I took them 

off so that they could get some air.  I had been dressed the entire day in a suit 



and I was… my legs needed to air,  so I put them as close to the door as I 

could, next to the bed.  I climbed onto the bed and Reeva jumped onto the 

bed, or got onto the bed as well and we sat chatting.  The TV was on.  I was 

texting my cousin in Port Elizabeth.  Reeva was on her phone busy on… I think 

it was on social network or an application.  She was showing me pictures every 

now and again on .. a photo application which .. of cars and of interior 

decorating things that she liked.  At a point I was texting my cousin back and 

forth and I thought maybe I should just phone him and I called him.  

 What is his name?   ---  My cousin’s name is Graham Binge, M'Lady.  

He is my mother’s sister’s son and we grew up together and he was coming up 

for a business engagement, while we were chatting we got onto the  topic of.. 

of cars, which was a mutual interest of ours and that was a conversation I  had 

with him, regarding his Golf GTI which I said to him, was not a safe vehicle for 

him to come up to Gauteng with.  Whilst him and I were on the phone, I was 

lying down in the bed earlier in the evening.  But whilst I texted him, I lie down 

at the foot of the bed whilst Reeva was… whilst I was  on the phone, Reeva 

got out of bed and she started doing stretches and yoga on the floor.  Like 

yoga exercises on the floor, at the foot of the bed.  I had the phone on speaker 

phone and I was chatting to my cousin.  Every now and again Reeva would sit 

up, or you know stretch and she would give me a kiss and we chatted for, I 

think roughly a half an hour.  As I was saying good night, or the conversation 

was coming to an end, Reeva got up and she walked to the bathroom. When I 

finished the phone call she called me to come brush my teeth.  So I walked to 



the.. I walked to the bathroom without my prosthetic legs on and I brushed my 

teeth. Whilst I was busy brushing my teeth she went back to the bedroom. 

When I came back to the room, she was lying in the middle of the bed and I 

walked to the closest side of the bed and if you look at the bed, on the left, 

earlier on in the evening when I got home I had.. when I got upstairs I had 

taken my firearm and I placed it next to the… under the bed next to the 

pedestal.  So that kind of.. the bed has got .. the bed base is a… is a furniture 

base and it has got four legs and the bedside table touches the floor along its 

entirety on its base, so I put it around the corner under the bed.  So when I 

came back to bed I climbed onto the left hand side of the bed.  It was not usual 

for me to sleep on the left, because… because of my shoulder injury I could 

not lie on my right shoulder, so for a couple of weeks I have been sleeping on 

and off on the left hand side of the bed.  It was not long after that I started 

falling asleep and getting tired.  It was still extremely warm inside the room and 

Reeva was still sitting up in bed.  She was lying with her back against the 

headboard and I was lying with my head on her stomach, watching something 

on TV.  I do not remember what it was and she would show me photos every 

now and again and [indistinct] and she would say ‘baba, what do you think of 

this’ or ‘do you like this car’ and she showed me a picture of a car she really 

liked and we had a short conversation about it and I was getting increasingly 

tired.  I said to her, do you want me to close the doors or would you close them 

when you come.. when you fall asleep.  Will you bring in the fans and close the 

curtains, and lock the door when you fall asleep and she said… you know, she 



said to me that she would.  Then I fell asleep. 

 If we can first stop there Mr Pistorius.  It was not Valentine’s day, the 

Thursday.  It was the next day Valentine’s day.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Was there any Valentines gift for you for the next day?   ---  I have 

bought Reeva a bracelet from a designer that she liked earlier in the year.  And 

I had not made plans for the 14th.  

 Would you speak a bit.   ---  I beg your pardon.  I had not made any 

plans on the 14th.  I had a dentist appointment on the 14th in the morning.  

Reeva was not going to stay at my house, so our plans were that I meet her in 

Johannesburg at this jewellery store that I got her the bracelet from and the 

bracelet had a couple of trinkets or charms on it, there were two bracelets I 

bought her and so, I said to her we both kind of made a thing about not making 

a big thing out of Valentine’s day.  We were just going to have dinner.  I think 

for us that was a nice evening. Just being alone and being at home, making 

dinner.  

 Did she buy you something?   Did Reeva buy you something? ---  [no 

audible reply] 

 For Valentine’s day.   ---  I got home on the evening, early evening on 

the 13th and there was a wrapped present on the kitchen counter with a card 

that said:  ‘Ozzie’ and when I walked in the kitchen, I made as if I was going to 

open it. It had red and white and pink wrapping paper and Reeva told me: You 

are only allowed to open it the next day.  So I did not open it and on the 8th 

August last year, on Reeva’s birthday I opened her Valentines gift to me and it 



was a photo frame that she got made that has four photos of her and I and the 

card that she wrote.  

 Mr Pistorius, returning now to you in bed now.  You are falling asleep. 

You are now without your prosthetics.  Your prosthetic legs, your prostheses.   

---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Did you wear any clothes?   ---  I had a pair men’s training shorts on.  

Basketball shorts on and I had a grey vest.  When I took of my  prosthetic legs 

to climb into bed, I had taken my vest off and place them on my prosthetic 

legs. So I was just wearing a pair of shorts.   

 M'Lady, I would ask for a very short adjournment.  It is just for a 

process to take place. To show to the court what the position is without his 

prosthetic legs.  

COURT:  Yes. How short? 

MR ROUX:  Five minutes, M'Lady. It is just to get proper clothing on.   

COURT:  Five minutes.  

MR ROUX:  Five minutes.  

COURT:  Court will adjourn. 

COURT ADJOURNS [12:36]             ~ ~ ~             [12:43] COURT RESUMES 

MR ROUX:  M'Lady, my apologies for the more informal dress code, it is not 

because of disrespect but it is to demonstrate what is coming.   

COURT:  Yes thank you.  Please proceed.  

MR ROUX:  Mr Pistorius, if I may ask you, but do not give evidence from the 

door because of the recordings, but if you would mind to go to the door and 



stand next to the door to get some idea about your length with your prostheses 

on.  Would you now take your prostheses off and stand next to the door.  

M'Lady, we have for court purposes, in Doctor Nolte’s report, the exact lengths 

and so on.  It was measured.  

COURT:  Yes.  

MR ROUX:  This will be relevant for the second part of his evidence as well.  

Also for the second part of his evidence carry on, but after the adjournment ask 

that he may remain in the present clothing because of the demonstrations.  

COURT:  Yes.  

MR ROUX:  Mr Pistorius, we stopped at the point where you said that you fell 

asleep.  Can you take it then from there?   What time was it more or less when 

you feel asleep?  ---  It was about.. it was about nine… just after nine pm,  

M'Lady.  

COURT:   Beg your pardon? --- Between nine and ten pm.  

 Can I just ask you to raise your voice a bit.   ---  It was between nine 

and ten pm M'Lady.  

 Yes.  

MR ROUX:  Can you go from there.  Did you wake up again?  Later on.   ---  I 

woke up, M'Lady in the early hours of the 14th February.  It was extremely 

warm in my room.  I sat up in bed.  I noticed that the fans were still running and 

that the door was still open.  Although the lights had been switched off, Reeva 

was still awake or she was obviously not sleeping, she rolled over to me and 

she said: Can you not sleep my baba?   And I said:  No, I cannot and I got out 



on my side of the bed.  I walked around the bed, the foot of the bed.  I was 

holding onto the foot of the bed with my left hand.  I got to the fans, where the 

fans were.  I took the small fan, the floor fan, I placed it pretty much just inside 

the room and I took the bigger tripod fan and I took it by the part just 

underneath the fan and I placed it in the bedroom.  The fans were still running. 

they were still running at the time and I then proceeded to close the sliding 

doors and lock them.  I then drew the curtains.  

 And the blinds?   ---  I do not remember.  I just remember closing… I 

just grabbed and closed.  It was fairly dark at the time and I probably closed 

both of them, but I remember closing… closing the curtains.  I came into the 

room, at this point the only bit of light that was in the room was a little LED light 

on the amplifier where the TV cabinet was.  It was a little blue LED light and I 

could see a pair of jeans that were on the floor, of Reeva’s jeans.  I picked the 

jeans up and was going to cover, just place them over the amplifier, over the 

light.  It was at this point that I heard a window open in the bathroom.  It 

sounded like the window sliding open and then I could hear the window hit the 

frame as if it had slipped to a point where it cannot slide anymore.   

 Is it a wooden frame window?   ---   It is wood, all the frames in my 

house and doors are wooden frames, M'Lady.  

 That is the window referred to in the evidence of the photographer?   --

-  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 What did you think at the time Mr Pistorius?   ---  M'Lady, that is the 

moment that everything changed.  I thought that there was a burglar  gaining 



entry into my home.   I was… I was on the side of the room where you first 

have to cross the passage which leads to the…which leads to the bathroom. I 

think initially I just froze.  I did not really know what to do.  I had heard this 

noise, I interpreted it as being somebody who was climbing into the bathroom.  

There is no door between the bathroom and my room.  It is all one.  There is a 

passageway but there is no door.  There is a toilet door, but there is no barrier 

between me and the bathroom.  It is one… one room.  I immediately thought 

that somebody, if they were at the window to where the passage, entrance of 

the passage was, could be four, three four metres, they could be there at any 

moment and the first... the first thing that ran through my mind was that I 

needed to arm myself, that I needed to protect Reeva and I and that I needed 

to get my gun.  I then… I was looking down the passage.  I was scared that the 

person was going to come out, or people were going to come out at that point.  

I rushed as quick as I could.  I could not see anything in the room, so I ran with 

my hand out in front of me, at times touching the floor and then when I got to 

my bed I made my way along the side of my bed.  I grabbed my firearm from 

underneath the bed and it had a canvas holster on it.  I immediately took it out 

the holster.  At that point I wanted just to put myself between… get back to 

where the passage was, so that I could put myself between the person that 

had gained access to my house and Reeva.  When I got just before the 

passage wall, I remember slowing down because I was scared that at that 

point, this person, during the time that I had got from… that I had left the… to 

where I got my firearm, could have possibly already been in the passage, in 



the closet passage.  So I slowed down and I had my firearm extended in front 

of me ...[intervened]  

 If I may  ...[intervened] ---  Just as I… just as I left my bed, I whispered 

for Reeva to get down and phone the police.  I… as I entered where the 

passa… passage is, where the closet is to the… where I entered the passage 

where the closet is to the bathroom, it was at that point that I was just 

overcome with fear and I started  screaming and shouting for the burglar or the 

intruders to get out of my house.  I shouted for Reeva to get down on the floor.  

I shouted for her to phone the police.  I screamed at the people, the persons to 

get out.  I was… I slowly made my way down the passage, constantly aware 

that this threat, these people or persons could come at me at any time.  I did 

not have my legs on and just before I got to the wall of the... like where the 

tiles start in the bathroom, I stopped shouting, because I was worried that if I 

shout, the person would know exactly where I was.  If I put my head around 

the corner, then I could get shot. Just before I got to the… just before I got to 

the passage of the bathroom, I heard a door slam which could only been the 

toilet door.  I could not see into the bathroom at this point, but I could hear the 

door slam and for me it confirmed that there was a person or people inside the 

toilet or inside the bathroom at that time.   

 Mr Pistorius, if I may stop here.  I just want to… You spoke  about the 

passage.  Photo 173.  Mr Pistorius, can you look at photo 173?  Is that the 

passage that you referred to?   ---  Yes it is, M'Lady.      

 And if I may ask you to look at photo 111, to identify the bathroom 



window.  111.  Mr Pistorius, is that the bathroom window that you referred to ?  

---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 M'Lady, I see it is one minute to one o’clock.  Would this be an 

opportune time.  

COURT: We will take the lunch adjournment.  The court will adjourn.    

 

COURT ADJOURNS [13:00]             ~ ~ ~             [14:02] COURT RESUMES 

 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS:  (s.u.o.)   

COURT:   Yes, Mr Roux? 

EXAMINATION BY MR ROUX (Continued):   Thank you, M'Lady.  Mr Pistorius, 

during the adjournment you asked whether you could rather put your suit back 

on?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Now you were explaining to the court that you were going down the 

passage, if you can proceed from there?  ---  I got to the entrance of the 

bathroom, at the end of the passage, where I stopped screaming.  At this point 

I was certain that the intruder or intruders were there in my, in my 

…[intervenes]  

COURT:   I will ask you again to raise up your voice, please.  ---  I am sorry, 

M'Lady.  At that point that I was entering the bathroom, I was not shouting or 

screaming, I was… at that point I thought that the intruder or intruders were 

going to come out or were around the corner or were in the bathroom at that 

time.   



MR ROUX:   Can you have a look at photo 83?  Is that the entrance to the 

bathroom that you referred to, Mr Pistorius?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  I 

approached this point of the entrance to the bathroom.  I was walking with my 

left hand against the cabinet, against the closet, as far away from the entrance 

of the bathroom as I possibly could be.  When I got the point at the bottom right 

hand side of the photo, I peered, I had my right, my pistol in my right hand and 

I peered into the bathroom.  I then made my way pretty much to where the 

carpet and the tile meet on the left hand side, where the arrow is.  The surface 

changed and where I can walk more comfortably on the carpet, I was not able 

to walk as… have as much mobility on the tile surfaces.  I kept my left hand 

behind me and my shoulder against the wall and I had my pistol raised to my 

eye, to the corner of the entrance of the bathroom, over this point here.   

 If you could just show the court perhaps, maybe if I can just ask the 

assistance… can you demonstrate again, Mr Pistorius and keep your finger 

there?  If they can maybe just bring an arrow there or a little ring?  Have you 

seen where they were indicating?  Is that the correct place?   ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  There was no light in the bathroom.  I could see, as I slowly 

peered into the bathroom, I could see that the window was opened indeed.  I 

was pretty much on my… back against the wall with my hand up against the 

wall to just balance.  I was leaning with my back, slowly scuffling along the left 

hand side wall.  I was not sure if there were people, or intruders were in the 

toilet or if they were on a ladder that they would have used to gain access to 

the first floor, or if they were around the corner at that point.  I still had my 



firearm pointed in front of me and I peered around the corner to look where the 

shower was, which was around in the bathroom, in line with… in line with the 

toilet. 

 Can I show you photo 180?  Is that the shower that you referred to?  ---  

The top right hand side of the… of the photo, is the shower.  I peered around 

this corner, which is in the bottom right hand side of the frame.  At that point I 

saw that there was no one in the bathroom.  The door was closed of the toilet 

and the window was open.  Once I saw that there was not anybody around the 

corner wanting to attack me, I retreated a little bit, maybe a step or two back, 

still with my hand against the wall.  I still had my back and my shoulder to help 

me balance.  At this point I started screaming again for Reeva to phone the 

police.   

I was not sure where to point the firearm.  I had it pointed at the toilet 

but my eyes were going between the window and the toilet.  I stood there for 

some time, I am not sure how long.  I was not sure if someone was going to 

come out of the toilet to attack me.  I was not sure if someone was going to 

come up the ladder and point a firearm in the house and start shooting, so I 

just stayed where I was and kept on screaming …[crying]… and then I heard a 

noise from inside the toilet what I perceived to be somebody coming out of the 

toilet.  Before I knew it, I had fired four shots at the door. …[crying]… My ears 

were ringing.  I could not hear anything, so I shouted, I kept on shouting for 

Reeva to phone the police.  I was still scared to retreat because I was not sure 

if there was somebody on the ladder.  I was not sure if there was somebody in 



the toilet.  ..[Pause]… I do not know.  I do not know how long a stood there for.  

I shouted for Reeva.  At some point I decided to walk back to the room 

because I could not hear anything, my ears were ringing, I could not hear if 

there was a response or not.  I did not have a phone on me.  I walked… I 

walked with my hand out on the left hand cupboards with my pistol still raised.  

I kept on shouting for Reeva.  I did not hear anything.  At this point it had not 

occurred to me yet that it could be Reeva in the bathroom.  I still thought that 

there would be intruders that were possibly in the toilet or on the ladder outside 

the house.  I retreated back to a point where I got to the corner of the bed, with 

my hand out on the bed and I tried to lift myself up.  I was talking to Reeva.  

There was nobody, no one responded to me.  At that point I lifted myself up 

onto the bed and I placed my hand back to the right hand side of the bed and I 

looked, I felt if Reeva was there and I could not feel anything and at that point 

the first thing I thought was maybe that she had got down onto the floor like I 

told her to, maybe she was just scared.   

So I said… I cannot remember what I said, I was trying to talk out to 

her and I kept my firearm the whole time I moved along the bed backwards, I 

kept my firearm at the passage, there was not much light coming out but I did 

not want to even keep my… take my eyes off the… off the… where the closet 

was.  I then… I think it was at that point, M'Lady, that the… that it first dawned 

upon me that it could be Reeva that was in the… in the bathroom or in the 

toilet.  I jumped out off the other side of the bed and I ran my hand along the 

curtains to see that she was not hiding behind the curtain.  I could not see 



much in the room but I could see where the passage was and I… I… I felt 

around and made my way back up the passage, I still had my firearm in front of 

me.  At this point I was mixed with emotions.  I did not know if… I did not want 

to believe that it could be Reeva inside the toilet.  I was still scared that maybe 

somebody was coming in to attack me, or us.  I made my way back to… inside 

the, inside the bathroom and I walked up to the, up to the bathroom door.  I 

tried to grab the handle and rip open the door, I pushed the door open and it 

was locked.  I then took… for the first time I turned around, with my back facing 

the bathroom I ran back to the room.  I opened the curtains.  I shouted from the 

balcony.  I opened the doors and I shouted from the balcony for help.  I 

screamed: ‘Help!  Help!  Help!’  I screamed for somebody to help me and then 

…[Pause]…  I…  I put my prosthetic... I put my prosthetic legs on.  I ran as fast 

as I could back to the bathroom.  I ran into the door.  It did not move at all.  I 

leant back and I tried to kick the door and nothing happened.  I was… I was…  

just panicked at this point, I did not really know what to make or what to do.  I 

ran back to the bedroom where the cricket bat was between the cabinet and 

the door. 

 Were you screaming at that stage?  ---  I was screaming and shouting 

the whole time and crying out.  I was… I do not think I can… I do not think I 

have ever screamed like that or cried like that or screamed or…  I was crying 

out for the Lord to help me.  I was crying out for Reeva.  I was screaming. 

…[Pause]…  I…  I did not know what to do.  I ran back to… I ran straight back 

to the bathroom door and I placed my fire… I do not remember but I must have 



placed my firearm on the carpet in the bathroom. 

 Do you know if the light was on or off at that stage in the bathroom?  ---  

The light was on at that stage, M'Lady.  I do not remember switching it on.  I 

remember it being on when I kicked the door.  I ran straight up to the door and 

I started hitting [no audio 14:16:49] times.  The first time [no audio 14:16:56] I 

remember hitting, I hit the frame of the door  [no audio 14:17:04] my hands [no 

audio 14:17:05] there was a small piece open and at that point all I wanted to do 

was just look inside to see if it was Reeva.  I then… I then hit the door. I think I 

hit the door three times and there was a big plank,  I grabbed it with my hands 

and I threw it out into the bathroom.  I leant over the middle partition.  I tried to 

open the door from the inside but there was no key in the door and I leant over 

the middle partition of the door and I saw the key was on the floor.  At that 

point all I wanted to do was just climb into the toilet over the middle part of the 

door.  Whilst I leant over the partition to get in, I saw the key, so I took it and I 

unlocked the door and I flung the door open and I threw it open and I sat over 

Reeva and I cried and I do not know, I do not know how long… I do not know 

how long I was there for [accused crying].  She was not breathing !  

COURT:   We need to have an adjournment.  The court will adjourn. --- 

[Accused heard to be crying aloud / sobbing profusely from 14:18:49 to end of audio 

14:20:00]   

 

COURT ADJOURNS  [14:20]      [14:30]  COURT RESUMES 

 



COURT:   Yes, Mr Roux. 

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, I saw the accused outside.  His shirt is soaking wet.  His 

emotional state is so that I cannot responsibly ask the court to… to carry on 

today. 

COURT:   So what do you want? 

MR ROUX:   If we may, if we may stand down until tomorrow morning.  

COURT:   Yes, Mr Nel? 

MR NEL   As the court pleases.  We will be ready tomorrow morning, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Thank you.  We will stand this matter down until tomorrow at 09:30 

in the morning.  Court will adjourn. 

MATTER POSTPONED TO 9 APRIL 2014 

COURT ADJOURNS                 [14:32] 

 

PROCEEDINGS RESUME ON 2014-04-09                                 [09:33] 

 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

COURT:  Yes.  

EXAMINATION BY MR ROUX: (Continued) Thank you, M'Lady.  Mr Pistorius, 

yesterday the last part of your evidence dealt with you entering the toilet.  Can 

you start from there.  If it is possible, to speak up Mr Pistorius and maybe lean a 

bit forward.  ---  M'Lady, after I entered the toilet I knelt down over Reeva.  She 

was sitting with her weight on top of the toilet bowl.  I checked to see if she was 

breathing and she was not and I put my arms underneath her shoulders and I 



pulled her weight onto me and I sat there, crying for a.. for some time.  I had her.. 

I had her head on my left shoulder and I could.. I could feel the blood was 

running down on me.  At a point she… I heard her breathing so I immediately put 

her weight on top of me and I swivelled around.  I sat back with my.. with my bum 

against the floor and my back up against the wall, where the door is on the left 

hand side of the door and I pulled her weight on me, and I turned around.  So 

that I could get her to the.. to the door of the toilet so that I could pick her up.   I 

could see that her arm was.. I could see that her arm was broken.   I placed her 

in the… I could not pick her up, but I was kind of.. I was on my knees and on one 

of my feet and I was pulling her into the bathroom.  I placed her down and I 

pulled one of the bathroom carpets closer and I placed her head down softly on 

the carpet.  I saw that her cell phone was in the toilet, so I grabbed her cell phone 

and I tried to phone off it, but it had a pass code on it that I could not access.  I 

ran back to my bedroom, where my phone was.  Next to the left hand side of the 

bed and … both my phones were there.  I picked them up and I ran back to 

Reeva.  I then phoned Mr Stander… Mr Johan Stander, who is a gentleman who 

lived in the estates.  Somebody that I become a friend with.  I phoned him, to ask 

him for help, to help me… come and help.  I could not pick Reeva up.  I was 

struggling to pick her up.   

 We know from the records Mr Pistorius, that that call was at 03:19:03.   --

-  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 That is the record ZZ8.   

COURT:  [No audio 09:39:08]  



MR ROUX:  Double Z8.   ---  I was trying to pick Reeva up but I could not.  I could 

not pick her up.  I was scared that I hurt her more, so I put her on .. I pulled her 

over onto…onto body and I was trying to pick her up.   

 If I may just stop you there Mr Pistorius. I see from the records at 

03:20:05  you phoned 911.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Could you tell the court about that?   ---  I was trying to pick Reeva up 

and I did not really know what to do.  I could see that she was breathing. She 

was struggling to breath. …[crying]… I phoned… I phoned 91108, Netcare 911.  I 

do not recall speaking to the operator, but I remember him telling me that I 

needed to get Reeva to the hospital, that I must not wait for him.   

 I also see from the records at 03:21:33 you phoned security.  A call 

lasting nine seconds.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  I do not remember phoning 

the security though, but from the phone records, I see that there was a call made 

from my cell phone to the security.  The... after I got off the phone with the.. with 

the Netcare 911 call centre, I ran down downstairs to open the front door.  I could 

barely pick Reeva up, I would not have been able to open the door and carry her.  

So I ran, I open my bedroom door and I open the front door.  I then ran back up 

to my room and on the way into my room I tried to force the door open.  There is.. 

there is two… two doors to my bedroom, M'Lady.  The one I use, just locks with a 

key and then the other one, has got a latch at the top and at the bottom.  So I ran 

into the door and it did not break open and I unlatched the bottom latch and when 

I unlatch the bottom latch, the door opened. The house.. all the doors at the 

bottom of the house, and much of the doors at the top are double doors.  The 



one door is open, you can walk through it.  I have got the doors made so that the 

house is wheelchair friendly, so the .. if you want to have a wider passage, you 

have to open both the doors.  Then I went back to the bathroom and then I 

picked Reeva up.  I do not recall carrying her some of the way, but I remember 

getting to the second flight of stairs and Mr Stander and his daughter Ms Stander 

arrived.  At that point, I was shouting and screaming for him to help me get her to 

the hospital.  When I got down to the bottom of the flight of stairs, either Mr 

Stander or Carika Stander told me to put Reeva down.  They said:  That the 

ambulance was on its way.  Before I put her down, I said to them:  That we need 

to get to the hospital.. we need to get to the hospital.  They said:  Just put her 

down, the ambulance is on its way.  And then, I just sat there with her and I 

waited for the ambulance to arrive and ..[crying].. I felt helpless.  I wanted to take 

her to the hospital and it was… I had my fingers in her mouth to help her try 

breath.  I had my hand on her hip, I was trying to stop the bleeding.   

 Who was with you at that time?   ---  Mr Stander and Ms Stander were at 

my house at that time, M'Lady.  

 Could you explain the presence of plastic bags at the scene?   ---  I was 

trying to hold Reeva’s hip with my hand to put pressure on it so that.. so that it 

stop bleeding as much.  Ms Stander asked me if I had any tape or any rope or 

anything like that, so the she could… so that she could tie on Reeva’s… tie her 

arms in order not to bleed as much.  I do not remember… I do not remember if I 

went to collect the.. the.. there is a cabinet in my pantry, that has got all the type 

of utility things one would use in a house, like tape and bags and things.  I do not 



know if I went and fetch them or if Ms Stander went and fetch them.   

 Did you do anything with the bags?   ---  I do not remember, M'Lady.   

 Did the paramedics arrive at the scene? Or first Doctor Stipp?  Which 

was [intervene].   ---   There was a .. there was a person that arrived at the 

house.  Carika came in and she said to me that there is a Doctor and I 

immediately felt relieved.  I looked up and I saw a person walking into my house.  

He was later.. I later found out it was Doctor Stipp.  I still do not remember his 

face or what he looked like.  Once he came into the house, I remember me 

crying for him to help me, to help Reeva.  He did not seem like he knew what he 

was doing.  He did not seem like he.. he seemed to be overwhelmed by the..by 

the situation.  Everything he told me to do, I was already doing. I was already 

trying to stop the bleeding, I was already trying help Reeva breath.  He kneeled 

down on her.. on her right hand side for a couple of minutes I think and then.. I 

do not remember seeing him again.  He walked outside and he was outside.  I 

was shouting for him to come back into the house and help me.  But… the 

paramedics then arrived.  They asked for some space to work, so I stood up.  

 Did you still remain there or did you go somewhere else?   ---  [no 

audible reply] 

 Can you remember going to the kitchen?   --- …[crying]… Reeva… 

Reeva had already died whilst I was holding her.  Before the ambulance arrived, 

so I knew there was nothing that they could do for her.   

 Did you at some stage go to the kitchen?   ---  I am.. I stood back when 

they arrived and I stood a couple of metres away from them.  It is a open plan 



home so I stood at the.. couple of metres away, where the dining room and the 

kitchen kind of meet and then the lady paramedic came to me and she said to 

me:  That she would like to inform me that Reeva has passed.  The paramedic 

asked me for identification, if there was some form of ID.  So I went and I got 

Reeva’s handbag in my.. it was in my… in my bedroom.  I did not go through her 

handbag I just simply picked it up, walked into the room and got her handbag and 

brought it out.  Ms Stander was waiting there on the first floor outside my room 

and I gave her.. I gave the handbag to her.   

 Could you move a little bit forward if you do not mind, Mr Pistorius.   ---  I 

then went with Ms Stander downstairs to.. where the paramedics were.  I sat in 

the kitchen on the floor, crying.  Against the.. there a island in the kitchen, serving 

counter and I sat there and then I do not know how much time passed.  But at 

that point a police, or some police officers arrive shortly thereafter.   

 Do you know who it was?   ---  It was.. there were two officers. They were 

not dressed in police clothing. They were dressed in civilian clothing.  I think the 

one officer had shorts on and the other one.. the were just both casually dressed 

and then, it was Colonel van Rensburg who arrived, I think at more or less the 

same time.   He came up to me and he introduced himself.  I was at that point 

unable to speak with him.  I was just sitting on the floor crying.  Sometime had 

passed then he..  a police officer asked me to just stay in the kitchen.  I saw the 

one police officer was standing nearby at the bottom of the stairs. Another police 

officer asked me if there was anybody else in the house and I just motioned to 

him that there was not.  He proceeded to check the bottom of the home.  He then 



went upstairs and then he came downstairs.  I did not have my head up much 

and I was not in sight of the stair case but at times I could not sit.  At times I 

stood up and I was… every time I looked up, there were more people in the 

house.  There were more policemen.  There were people going up and down the 

stairs.  I was standing in the kitchen against the.. where the far side of the kitchen 

is, away from the dining room where there is prep bowl small sink and I asked a 

policeman if I may wash my hands.  Because the smell of the blood was making 

throw up and he said he would ask and Mr van Rensburg, Colonel van Rensburg 

came back to me and he said me,  I may wash my hands.  I do not remember 

washing my chest.  I just remember washing my hands and washing my face.  At 

that point I was still standing in the kitchen and I saw Mr Hilton.. Hilton Botha 

arrived.  He came in straight from the front door up to me. He asked me if I 

remember him.  He immediately from where I was, he went upstairs.  He came 

downstairs some time later.  At the time I was in the kitchen, I could not look 

around the corner.  Because every time I saw Reeva, I got sick.  So  I stayed.. 

stayed more inside the kitchen and at a time.. and a time I went and sat in the 

pantry against the washing machine.    

 Can you remember the photographer that arriving?   ---  I was.. I was still 

in the kitchen.  It was some time and Mr Botha came downstairs, when he went 

up the second time Mr van Re… Colonel van Rensburg came up to me and he 

said to me that, he put his hand on my shoulder and he said to me that I do not 

have to speak to anyone but I need to go to the garage.  They would like to take 

some photos.  There will be a police photographer. I think the same officer that 



was standing at the bottom of the staircases.. staircase, he followed me with Mr 

van Rensburg to the..to the garage.  There was a police officer that stayed in the 

garage the whole time.  I think it was the same gentleman who was at the bottom 

of the staircase and I was in the garage for several hours.  I asked the police 

photographer if he could just please take all the photos he needed so I could take 

my clothes off because they were also stained.   

 And from the garage, where did you go to?   ---  From the garage I was 

taken to the foyer of the reception area of my home and a police officer, surname 

Labuschagne came up to me.  He introduced himself.  He told me he was a 

friend of a family member of mine and that I did not have anything to worry about.  

I must just…he was there to look after me.  It was at that point that Colonel van 

Rensburg said to me that because I was the only person in the house, that they 

are going to charge me.  He charged me at the time, he said to me that I was 

under arrest.  I walked with Mr Labuschagne to the car that was waiting in my 

driveway with two other officers.  One officer sat next to me, to my right in the 

vehicle and another officer was driving the vehicle.  Labuschagne sat on the front 

left hand side of the car.   As we were leaving my estate, Mr Labuschagne said to 

me that there was a lot of media waiting outside.  That I should put my head 

down.  He said to me that he would tell me if at any point there was somebody 

that he thought was following us, or was taking photos that I should put my head 

down and he will tell me so.  My head was down anyway.  I was leaning forward, 

just crying.  I did not want to speak to anyone.  I did not really follow where we 

were driving to but I realised we had got to an academic hospital in Mamelodi.   



When we arrived there, I was taken inside the reception area and a doctor 

introduced himself to me.  I do not recall his name, but we were there for some 

time and he conducted various tests.  Samples and things.    

 Mr Pistorius, I asked Captain Mangena to bring the cricket bat today.  

Whilst he is fetching the cricket bat, what I want you to do is to demonstrate to 

the court, but please do not hit the door, but the actions followed by you.  The 

body actions followed by you in trying and breaking open the door.  Will you do 

that?  In the meantime I see from EXHIBIT ZZ8 that at 03:55, close to four o’ 

clock, there was a call to Mr Divaris. Can you tell the court about that?   ---   Ms 

Stander asked me if she should phone anyone.  I do not remember if I spoke to 

Mr Divaris or not, but I know that she contacted him.  I think he also contacted.. 

she also contacted my agent whom I am very close with and spend a lot of time 

with throughout the year.  I think she also phoned my brother if I am not 

mistaken.  

 Did you phone any lawyer?   ---  No, I did not, M'Lady.  

 Mr Pistorius, you are going to demonstrate the door, but the evidence of 

Colonel Vermeulen was, that you was standing on your stumps when you hit the 

toilet door with the cricket bat.  What do you say about that?   ---   I can barely 

stand on my stumps, let alone yield a bat.  M'Lady, on my stumps, I was wearing 

my prosthetic legs.   

 In relation to time, if I may take you through times that we could establish 

by virtue of the telephone records.  We know there was a time 03:17 where 

witnesses, there is a variation but where.. if I look at Doctor Stipp’s evidence and 



Ms Stipp’s evidence, where they heard the sound.. three sounds, doef, doef, 

doef.   Which to them resembled firearm shots and then we know at 03:19, 

approximately two minutes later, you made a call to Mr Stander.  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Do you have any idea, on your version, the three sounds, what would 

that represent by 03:17?   ---   M'Lady, I.. the three sounds would have been the 

cricket bat hitting the door.  Obviously listened to Doctor Stipp and Ms Stipp’s 

evidence, whereby they said shortly before they phoned 1011, they saw.. he told 

her that he had seen a man walk from right to left in the bathroom.   

 We will get to that point.  I am first dealing… sorry that I interrupt you.  

We will come back to that point specifically.   But if the 03:17 you say, were you 

walking in the bathroom shortly before you hit the cricket bat?   ---  Yes, M'Lady.  

I was walking.. I was walking through the bathroom when I went to go and kick 

the door, when I went to go and fetch the cricket bat, I was walking through the 

bath..through the  bathroom with my prosthetic legs on.    

 Doctor Stipp and Ms Stipp also gave evidence about prior shots.  You 

hear that in court?   ---  I did, M'Lady.   

 What would that have been?   ---  That would have been firing my pistol, 

Ma’am.  M'Lady.  

 Now, if you can at all draw a timeline, I know it is difficult.  According to 

Doctor Stipp, you know he is talking about moments, but we have the notes of Mr 

Johnson saying that he heard the screaming about 03:12 and then he also made 

a call at 03:16 and 58 seconds and shortly thereafter he heard further shots.  So 



we know that.. that is the same as the 03:17 of Doctor Stipp.  Now he is referring 

to 03:12, approximately.  Also approximately that he woke up.  What would you 

say in time, how long before you hit the cricket bat, more or less that you fired the 

shots?   ---   M'Lady, I have marked out the distance that I have walked on my 

stumps but I remember.. as far as I can remember how fast I walked, how fast I 

could walk, it was about five minutes before I hit the door with the cricket bat that 

I .. I fired.. that I fired my weapon.   

 Would that more or less be consistent with Mr Johnson’s evidence, or his 

notes about 03:12?   ---  It would be consistent with Mr Johnson’s notes.   

 Now what you say about Doctor Stipp’s evidence, and let us think away 

Ms Burger’s evidence, talking about minutes and think away the 03:12 of the 

notes of Mr Johnson from the time hearing the screaming till the 03:17.  What do 

you say about Doctor Stipp’s evidence that it was so quick from the time that he 

heard first shots, he was referring to moments going out of bed quickly, onto the 

balcony and back into the room and making a call to 10111.  What do you say 

about that?   ---  It cannot be.  It psychically cannot be that amount of time.  If you 

look at the phone calls that were made from many of the witnesses that gave 

statements that were not used in the state’s case and you look at all the times 

that the calls were made at, out of many, many, many facts, it points to five 

minutes.  Between the sounds..the first sounds and the second sounds.   

 Mr Pistorius, the bat is there.  I want you to do two demonstrations.  The 

first one, there is evidence or statements put on your behalf of a prosthetic print 

on the door caused by you kicking the door.  You gave evidence about you 



kicking the door and Colonel Vermeulen response to that is that he did not know 

how high you can kick.  So please do not kick the door, but just if you would not 

mind to go to the door and show how high you can lift your prostheses in a 

kicking motion.   ---  M'Lady, would you like me to do the cricket bat and the 

kicking? 

 You can first do the kick and then we will do the cricket bat.  I would just 

describe the first action or demonstration.  Unfortunately I could not see, I would 

just ask someone.. if you can just point to where you made contact about.  It is 

just above the door knob, it seems to me, M'Lady in height.   

COURT:  Mr Nel.  

MR NEL:  Indeed, M'Lady.  It is about just above the door handle.  

COURT:  Thank you.  

MR ROUX: Thank you.  Is that correct, Mr Pistorius?  If you can just get back to 

the microphone.  You do not have to sit down because you are going to walk 

back again.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now I want you to demonstrate to the court how you would have handled 

the cricket bat in hitting the door.  But please do not hit the door, just show the 

motion.   ---  I will do that.  I watched the demonstrations that has been done on 

this door.  To say that it is an unnatural motion to swing a bat in a certain way is 

very true.  It is not.. when breaking down a door, you do not swing in a natural 

way. You trying to break the door with as force…if you look at a game of golf, you 

do not hit a ga.. you do not hit the ball with a natural swing.  But you do it in order 

to obj..to get to an objective.  My .. the way I swung at the door is, I used my 



entire body.  It is very hard for me to demonstrate now, in a passive way of how I 

broke down the door.   But I will do so.  

 We will know, there will also be expert evidence about that.  Thank you. 

Could you demonstrate… could tell the court what you demonstrated?   ---   

M'Lady, I was demonstrating how I hit the door.  

 You took the bat back towards your back and forward, a forward 

movement.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  arc  

 And the height was more or less where that sticker is.   ---  It is more or 

less, M'Lady.  But if  you stand further from the door, although it is not following 

an arc, the cricket bat would hit the door lower, the further back you stand.  I do 

not remember how close I was standing to the door.   

 How hard did you hit the door?   ---  I hit the door with all my might, 

M'Lady.  

 Can you remember if you remained in one position.  You said it was 

approximately three times  that you hit the door.  Can you remember if you 

remained in the same position?   ---  I doubt I remained in the same position, 

M'Lady.  I had socks on my prosthetic legs at the time.  I was standing on a tiled 

floor.  The amount of force I was swinging the bat, I do not think anyone of the 

three shots would have been similar.   

 I then want to take you to photo 920.  Mr Pistorius, we are going to deal 

with the state witnesses, not called by the state.    ---  I understand.   

 Could you identify your house, and I would ask the assistance that there 

is a little circle that you point out the position.  That is in fact, to make it easier, 



there is a little red arrow and it says ‘Oscar’s house’.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Then we see there is a house, number 285.  Your next door neighbour.  

Facing your house, your next door neighbour to the right.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  If you look at my house from the street, to the right is number 285.  My 

neighbour is known to me as Kenny or Kenith.   

 We know he is Mr Motshuane.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

   We also know, if… so far as his statement is the truth that it makes 

reference to crying and not to a woman screaming.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Can you share with the court your relationship with Mr Motshuane?   ---  

Mr Motshuane has been staying… we moved, if I remember correctly, we both 

moved into the estate in 2008 in the beginning when the estate was still being 

developed.  I gave him some trees as a welcoming gift.  

 Apart from that, contact with him.  Any other contact with him?   ---  On a 

odd occasion his children are playing in the street in the afternoon and I drive by 

and I greet him and sometimes if I come back from a period where I have been of 

absence for a long time, then I stop and chat to him.  But we just have a…just my 

neighbour, I do not know him very well.  

 Ever been to his house?   ---  No, M'Lady.   

 Apart from when you gave him the gift, the welcoming gift.   ---  I have 

never been inside his home.  

 You were not inside, I am sorry. Has he ever been to your house?   ---  

No, he has never been to my home, M'Lady.  

 His wife, do you know her?   ---  I [intervene].  



 Ms Motshuane.   ---  I do not know his wife, M'Lady.  

 If her statement is correct, she also did not hear a woman screaming as 

your next door neighbour.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Have you ever met her?   ---  I do not think I have formally met her, 

M'Lady.  I have greeted her on several occasions, but I have never met her.  

 Now let us look at the house number 287.  That is your neighbour on the 

other side.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 It is Mr Nhlengethwa.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Do you know him?   ---  I do know him, M'Lady.  

 If his statement is to be believed, he did not hear a woman screaming.   -

--  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 He heard crying but not.. that he described as a man crying, but not a 

woman screaming.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 How do you know him?   ---  We..we had the same developer who build 

our homes, at the time of my house getting finished I arrived one afternoon and 

he was having a look at my house.  At the finishes and things.   

 Could you speak up a little bit, if you do not mind Mr Pistorius.   ---   I beg 

your pardon, M'Lady.  I met.. I met Mike when my house was busy getting 

window finishing, the building on my home, he came over to come and have a 

look at some of the finishes, to talk to the building contractor to look at what he 

was going to do in his home.  We spoke briefly.  Several months later, once his 

home was finished and he moved in, we saw that we both had a passion for 

motor vehicles.  We chat on the driveway sometimes in the afternoon when I got 



home late from training, about cars.  His.. he became a good neighbour to me. I 

do not know him on a social level but we chat often.  He would often, if I was 

leaving my house, I would reverse out my driveway and if I saw him in his 

driveway I would reverse a little bit further and just greet him and if he came past 

my house, even if he was in a rush, he would get out and greet me as well.   

 Does.. has he ever come to your house for a social event?   ---  No, 

M'Lady.  

 Have you ever gone to his house for a social event?   ---  I have been in 

his home when they were developing his home but I have never been there on a 

social event.  

 His bedroom window, in relation to your bathroom window, where is that?   

---  My bathroom window is… if you look at this picture, on the right hand side of 

my house.  It is facing…it is facing west.  My bedroom also faces West.   

 Are you sure it is West?   ---   [no audible reply] 

 Could you maybe demonstrate on the.. on the photograph where your 

bathroom window is and just ask the photographer to  make [indistinct].   ---  My 

bathroom window is, no that is not it.  Further up.  Correct, it is below there.  And 

Mike’s bedroom window is higher up.  Correct.  

 Let me make it easy.  Are they on they on the same side?   ---  They are 

on the same side.  

 We.. do you know his wife?   ---  I had met his wife.   

 Mr Nhlengethwa’s wife.   ---  Yes, I have met his wife.  They got married 

a couple of years ago.  Likewise I met her on a brief interaction between him and 



myself.  But he is better known to me as my neighbour.  I greet her when she 

drives past my house and on an odd occasion she would stop and say hi.  But 

we.. I knew Mike better then I.. far better than I knew her.  

 Well if her statement were to believed, we know two things.  One, that 

she woke up, hearing a ‘bang’ and that her husband, Mike as you refer to him, 

got up and that subsequently at 03:16, meaning before the noises of 03:17, he 

made a phone call to security.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

And if her statement were to be believed, she heard loud crying and not 

a woman screaming.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.   

Do you know Ms Mkhwanazi who works for Doctor and Ms Stipp?   ---  I 

do not, M'Lady.  

If her statement were to be believed that she did not hear a woman 

screaming.   ---  I [intervene].  

You know about that?   ---  I do know about that, M'Lady.  I have read her 

statements. She said she.. if I remember correctly, she only heard crying.  She 

could not hear screaming or shouting.   

Yes.  Now you referred to one aspect that is quite important and I will 

take you there.  We know from..and then I want to ask you some questions about 

it.  We know from Ms Stipp’s evidence and in her statement, that shortly before 

the three noises, the 03:17 noises, and if I may say in brackets, the noises relied 

upon by the state to be the shots fired by you.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

You know what I am referring to?   ---  Yes, I do, M'Lady.  

Shortly before, because she said that she was on the balcony, her 



husband told her… she initially said that she saw it, but her husband told her 

about the man walking from right to left in the bathroom and she went inside… 

that is her evidence and statement and she heard the three thuyd sounds.  ‘doef, 

doef, doef.’  So it was whenever, but we know it was relatively shortly before 

03:17.   ---  That is correct.  

A man was walking.  Now Mr Pistorius, if you are walking in the 

bathroom with your legs on, would you cover the bathroom window?   ---  M'Lady 

[intervene].  

COURT:  I do not understand the question.  

MR ROUX:  If you walk in the bathroom with your prostheses on [intervene] 

COURT:  Yes.  

 MR ROUX:  To what extend would you cover the window?   Your body cover the 

window   ---  M'Lady, [intervene].  

 The visible to cover parts of the window.   ---  M'Lady, if you look at the 

heights of the window frames, if I do not have my prosthetic legs on, I am a lot 

shorter.  Only my head would stick out, at most my shoulder would be visible 

from the outside.  In the Stipp’s evidence, she says her husband told her that 

shortly before phoning 911, when he went inside, he saw a man [intervene].  

Not 911.  10111.   ---  I beg your pardon.  10111.  He saw a man’s  body 

move [intervene].  

COURT:  Not a person?   ---  A person.  

Yes.   ---  Sorry.  I beg your pardon, Ma’am.  Person with a light 

complexion move from right to left. He would have not been able to see my torso 



if I did not have my prosthetic legs on.   

Now accepting the correctness of that evidence, that could only mean 

one thing.  And that is this:  Were you in the bathroom, shortly, briefly before 

03:17?   ---  I was, M'Lady. .    

Accepting then, in order to see you, that you must have been on your 

prostheses,  what were you doing in the bathroom?   ---  I came into the 

bathroom to kick the door and then I ran to fetch the cricket bat.  I came back and 

then I hit the door.  So what they must have seen, was me running from right to 

left to kick the door, M'Lady, whereby they  later, or at that moment they went in 

to phone 10111.  

Now I know it is a stupid question and I apologise for that, but after 

kicking the door, did you take off your prosthetic legs in order to fire shots?   ---  I 

did not, M'Lady.  I fired the shots without my prosthetic legs on.  Afterwards I put 

my prosthetic legs on and I tried to get access to the toilet and to get Reeva out.  

The only way they would have been able to see me, was if I have my prosthetic 

legs on at that time when they said they saw I had.. when they saw the person 

moving from right to left.  It means I had to have my legs on.  

Mr Pistorius, did you at any time intent to kill Reeva?   ---  I did not intent 

to kill Reeva, M'Lady or anybody else for that matter.   

M'Lady, may I just ask for a five minute adjournment?  I just want to 

converse with Mr Oldwage. Oldwage, to make sure that all aspects are covered.   

COURT:  Court will adjourn.   

 



COURT ADJOURNS [10:31]             ~ ~ ~             [10:37] COURT RESUMES  

 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

COURT:  Yes, Mr Roux.  

MR ROUX:  Thank you for the indulgence, M'Lady.  I have no further questions.  

COURT:  Thank you, very much.  Yes Mr Nel.    

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL:  As the court pleases, M'Lady.  Mr 

Pistorius, you were and you still are one of the most recognised faces in the 

world.  Do you agree?   ---  I agree, M'Lady.  

 You are a model for sportsmen, disabled and able body sportsmen all 

over the world.   ---  I think I was, M'Lady.  I made a terrible mistake and.  

 You..you made a mistake.   ---  That is correct.  

 You killed a person, that is what you did.  Is it not?   ---  I made a 

mistake.  

 You killed Reeva Steenkamp, that is what you did.   ---  I made a 

mistake, M'Lady.  

 You sa.. you repeating it three times, what was your mistake?   ---  My 

mistake is that I took Reeva’s life, M'Lady.  

 You killed her. You shot and killed her.  Will you not take responsibility 

for that?   ---  I did, M'Lady.  

 Then say it then.   Say yes.  I killed… I shot and killed Reeva 

Steenkamp.  ---  I did, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  Now Mr Pistorius, you know that people would be looking up at 



you?   ---  I did not hear the question, M'Lady.  

 People look up at you as a sport hero.   ---  [no reply] 

 Is that correct?   ---   I have not had any.. I do not check any of my media 

things anymore.  I do not check any of my media reports.  I  know that a lot 

people’s opinions of me have changed.  I know in the past, people did look up to 

me.  

 Let us talk about, in the past.  Before you killed Reeva, people looked up 

at you.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And that you have a responsibility to now tell the truth.  Let us get to the 

truth.   ---  I think I have a responsibility for myself and Reeva to tell the truth, 

M'Lady.  

 And you will not lie?   ---  I am here to tell the truth.  I am here to tell the 

truth as much as I can remember on that night.  

 And you will not hide things to the court?   ---  I will not, M'Lady.  

 And coupled with that, you live strictly upon Christian principles?   ---   I 

tried to, M'Lady.  I am human, I make many faults.  I have sins.  I am a Christian 

because of the reason that I am sinner.  The Lord said he came down to this 

world for the people that have sins.  I do not always think the things I do are right.   

 But, as a Christian you will not lie?   ---  I try not to lie, M'Lady.  As I said, 

I am human.  I am here to tell the truth.   

 Now let us answer this question.  What is a zombie stopper?   ---  I have 

no idea what a zombie stopper is, M'Lady. 

 Have you never been in the presence of any person using the word 



‘zombie stopper’?   ---  Not that I can recall, M'Lady.  

 Have you ever seen a video of yourself in the presence of people, 

referring to a ‘zombie stopper’?   ---  I have never seen a video of myself where 

someone in the video has referred to a ‘zombie stopper’ in my.. as far as I can 

remember, M'Lady.  

 If there was such a video on Skynews, showing you shooting and 

somebody saying, talking about a ‘zombie stopper’, would you be surprised?   ---  

I am.. I would not be surprised.  I am saying I cannot remember. You can show 

me a video like that and I am in the presence of that person, then I can agree 

with that.   

 Gladly.  Can we show that video please? 

MR ROUX:  M'Lady, may I just enquire.  You know the old rules pertaining to 

ambush.  We know that we get a docket from the state with all statements and 

video material. Maybe the state must first tell us what this is all about and 

adjournment.  Because one thing the state cannot do, is introduce evidence not 

forming part of the state’s case.   

We do not know what it is all about. We may not be ambushed.  We have 

certain constitutional rights.  That is not in the docket, it was never ever referred 

to in the state’s case.  And if we start to do that, we will get back to the state’s 

case, an ambush tactics.  We need.. the state must show us what it is before we 

carry on.  We, as the defence team might not be isolated from it.  

COURT:  Yes, Mr Nel.  

MR NEL:  M'Lady, I am not presenting it in the state’s case.  It is not in my 



docket. It is however, relevant evidence based on the long character evidence 

led by the accused.  We led no character evidence.  We investigate...we do not 

investigate a case on the character of the accused, but once a accused opens 

the avenues for character evidence, then one will lead that. But, there is one 

other aspect, M'Lady.   

I asked the witness if he would like to see it.  It is in the public domain, it 

was on Skynews.  The witness himself said, he would like to see it.  That is why I 

presented it.  M'Lady, I never got up and try to present something that I did not 

disclose to the defence.   

I asked this witness M'Lady, would you like to see it.  No, it is even.. it is 

even better than that.  The witness said:  Please show me the video.  

COURT:  Are you saying the defence team is not entitled to know in advance or? 

MR NEL: Well M'Lady, it is not part of my case.  It is part of my cross-

examination.  If the defence would like to stand down and see the video, I have 

got no problem with that now.  On that basis I have no problem with that.  But, I 

am doing it not as part of evidence I am leading, I am leading it through this 

witness and this witness indicated he would like see it and I am willing to show it.   

COURT:  Yes, Mr Roux.  

MR ROUX:  M'Lady, no.  There may be confusion about character evidence and 

the law pertaining to it.  There is a section 197.  What section 197.. I will read it to 

you.  It tells you that if the accused introduce evidence of character he may be 

cross-examined on that.   

It does not allow the state to adduce evidence not forming part of the 



state’s case. That is why there is a state’s case.  You have a choice as a 

prosecutor to present what you think fit.  Section 197 does not open the door.  It 

opens the door to cross-examination but not to presenting new evidence.  I can 

read it to you If I may, M'Lady.  It says:   

“An accused who gives evidence at criminal proceedings, 

shall not be asked or required to answer any questions 

tending to show that he has committed or has been 

convicted or has been charged with any offence other 

than the offence of which he is charged or that he is of 

bad character.” 

That is questions, not evidence.   

“Unless he or his legal representative ask any questions 

of any witness with the view to establishing his own good 

character or he himself gives evidence of his own good 

character or the nature or conduct of the defence is such 

as to involve imputation of the character of the complaint 

or any other witness for the prosecution.” 

Then you can ask questions.  You cannot belatedly in ambush introduce 

evidence, not introduce as part of the state’s case.  Section 197 does not 

provide for that.      

MR NEL:  As the court pleases, M'Lady.  I had no section… the section that we 

refer to.  M'Lady, I asked a question.   From that question the witness wanted to 

see the video.  Now M'Lady, I can go through the video in questions.  I can ask 



the questions.  If he shot at the watermelon and all those things and I can bring it 

out.   

So if I am allowed to ask questions about this, and the witness show me 

the best evidence, show me the video and we will ask questions after that.  

Certainly M'Lady, it is admissible.  The question is, is it admissible and the 

answer to that M'Lady, it is admissible.  The witness ask for it to be seen.   

It goes towards his character M'Lady, that he opened up.  So M'Lady, my 

respectful submission is, that the court will allow it.  That the witness asked for it.  

That he see it, that we ask questions after that.  Otherwise M'Lady, it just… with 

the utmost respect to the court, if just does not make sense for me to ask 

questions about the video in detail and for the witness not to see it, having asked 

for it, M'Lady. So therefore M'Lady, with the utmost respect, my argument is that 

it should be allowed.  As the court pleases.   

COURT:  Mr Roux, what is the difference between asking questions and showing 

the video.  

MR ROUX: M'Lady, he may.  The difference showing the video is introducing 

evidence.  That is not provided for in section 197.  

COURT:  Are you saying it is different from asking questions? 

MR ROUX:  M'Lady, he may ask questions.  I cannot stop him from asking 

questions.  Of course [intervene].  

COURT:  Are you saying … are you saying it is different from asking questions? 

MR ROUX:  Yes it is M'Lady, because now you introduce evidence. That is 

evidence if the state wanted that [intervene].  



COURT:  No, no, no.  Hold on.  If you are asking questions, you are still 

introducing evidence, are you not? 

MR ROUX:   You introduce evidence from the accused himself. It is question, 

answer.  But you may not introduce outside evidence.  There is rule against that.  

If it is not part of your state case, you cannot do it.  Because that would be 

ambush. You must decide what you introduce as part of your state’s case.   

Section 197.. and I am not objecting against him as asking as many 

questions as he want.  But you cannot.. the moment you introduce the video, you 

introduce real evidence. You cannot do that, M'Lady.   

COURT:  What if the video goes with the questions?  Supports the questions.  

MR ROUX:  M'Lady, it would be exactly the same as what you say there a 

witness saying that and now you call the witness.  What I put to you, there is a 

witness saying that, but I did not call the witness.  It will always go with the 

question.  But you must decide, you cannot ambush.   You must decide what you 

call in your state’s case.  You can ask question as many as you like, as long as 

they are relevant.  But that means.. whether you bring in.. introduce a video or 

whether you call that witness, it is the same.  It is either real evidence or viva 

voce evidence.  It is prohibited, M'Lady.  You cannot do that.   

COURT:  You are saying it is inadmissible? 

MR ROUX:  It is inadmissible, M'Lady.  Because you then present evidence not 

forming part of your case.  Contrary to section 197.  197 does not open the gate 

for that.  It opens the gate for cross-examination.  Otherwise the state can… 

because there is no difference between.. it is evidence, real evidence in the form 



of a video. Viva voce evidence and calling a witness to say a witness will say 

that.  You have to do that in the state’s case.  You cannot come in the cross-

examination of the accused and then start introduce evidence.  You can cross-

examine.   

What the state is doing , is ambush.  Why did he not do it.  We know 

nothing about it.  We hear it for the first time now.  It is not part of the docket, it 

was not inserted in the docket.  It is just new and that is unfair.  We driving then 

to an unfair procedure and that is what I object against, M'Lady.   

COURT:  Yes Mr Nel.  

MR NEL:  M'Lady, I am reiterating my argument.  But my argument is, if I can ask 

questions about a specific video and the witness said, let me see it.  It is so much 

safer M'Lady, for everybody to see it before I ask the questions about it.  It is 

exactly the same thing, M'Lady.  With the utmost respect.  If he.. if I ask a 

question, about that video or I show the video, it is exactly the same.  M'Lady, but 

one step back, I think it is fair to everyone for us to see the video.  So that I 

cannot put things to this witness that is not on the video.   

But M'Lady, it goes one step back and that is, how this all happened.  It 

happened M'Lady, with the witness saying, can I see it.  And I am willing to let 

him see it.   Are we now saying no, he is asking the court, or he is asking through 

the state, can I see it.  We say yes.  M'Lady, the principle is.. can I.. can I deal 

with character evidence.   

We both agree, myself and Mr Roux.  I can now deal with character 

evidence.  I am saying, this is how I deal with character evidence.  I can ask lots 



of questions about this video or I can show the video, but M'Lady, I am not 

entering the video into evidence.  I am showing the witness the video and then I 

will ask questions about it.  So on that basis, M'Lady it is not new evidence.  It is 

the witness saying, can I see the video. I am saying yes, let us see it and then I 

ask him questions about it.  Because the video as itself, is not evidence.  The 

questions that I will be asking about the video, will be the evidence.  But that is 

my argument.   I think it is admissible.   

COURT:  We will take a few minutes adjournment. I want ...[intervened]  

MR ROUX:  Thank you, My Lady.   

COURT:  Unless you want to add something before?    

MR ROUX:   Thank you, My Lady.   

 

COURT ADJOURNS [10:52]             ~ ~ ~             [11:57] COURT RESUMES 

 

COURT:   I have  had time to consider the submissions by counsel.  I think 

both counsel have a point.  So what I am going to do is to stand this matter 

down, allow the defence to have a look at the video and then make further 

submissions if you so wish.   

MR ROUX:  As the court pleases, My Lady.   

MR NEL:  As the court pleases. 

COURT:   The court will adjourn. 

 

COURT ADJOURNS [11:18]             ~ ~ ~             [11:57] COURT RESUMES 



 

MR ROUX:  Thank you, My Lady.  My Lady, I will make a submission to you 

that I believe will resolve the issue, subject of course to your finding and your 

ruling in this matter.   

COURT:     Yes.  

MR ROUX ADDRESSES COURT:  But we see that this may be a solution to 

this, but I need to preface it by making two other submissions. The one is to 

just quote from one of many letters written to the prosecution, all in the same 

tenure saying and I read, this was 25 September 2013 and it is paragraph 11, 

and I am not going to hand it up.  I am just going to read it for present 

purposes.  Just requesting information and then stating: 

 "You are no doubt aware that our client has the right to a 

fair trial which includes the right to be informed of the 

charges to be proffered against him with sufficient 

particularity so as to enable him to prepare adequately 

and timeously for the trial. It goes without saying that any 

attempt to ambush our client viz a viz his fair trial rights 

will be unconstitutional.   We will not tolerate any attempt 

by yourselves to introduce any matter at the trial hearing 

should same not have been disclosed to our client during 

this trial preparation. In any event, any further matter 

which you seek to place reliance upon, must be disclosed 

to our client, by no later than 30 September 2013.” 



Now we have explained to you that this did not form part of the docket, 

however My Lady, in order to get to some resolution of the matter, we asked 

to you see you in chambers and to indicate that Mr Pistorius is under cross-

examination and ordinarily I may not see him.  

 We obtained permission to see him for a very short period, to take 

this matter up in order to try and address the unfairness of this.  We have 

done so My Lady.  He has not seen the video clip, we have seen it and in 

order for the matter to proceed we are not persisting with the objection, on the 

understanding of the state’s submission that it will not be evidence that is put 

before you, but that it is for purposes of cross-examination.  

 It is also on the understanding that we understand the indirect and 

derivative effect of this but that we would make the submission that this 

should not be seen as any further opportunity for the state to introduce in 

cross-examination, evidence which should have and could have formed part 

of the state’s case. 

 So we do not want this to be seen from our side as a precedent, by 

just taking a supine position but we believe that taking everything into account 

and the fact that we had now the opportunity to consult, very briefly, that we 

will not persist with the objection against the evidence on the basis as 

presented by the state, that the … what is put in the video would in itself not 

form part of the evidence.  Thank you My Lady.   

COURT:   Thank you.  Yes, Mr Nel?  

MR NEL ADDRESSES COURT:  As the court pleases.  I agree with the 



submission and on that basis, I will proceed if it is in order with the court?  

COURT:   Yes.  Please do.  

MR NEL:   May I then request My Lady, that we view the video?  

COURT:   Yes, you may do so. 

[VIDEO BEING SHOWN] 

MR NEL:  Thank you My Lady.  That is how far we will view this video. May I 

then proceed with the cross-examination? 

COURT:   Yes.  Yes, you may.   

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL: (Continued)  Can you now recall what 

happened there Mr Pistorius?  --- My Lady, I can recall this video.  I have seen 

this video before.   I did not remember the word ‘zombie stopper’. I was at a 

shooting range where Mr Rens, who testified as part of the state’s evidence, I 

was at his shooting range.  I was shooting at a watermelon with a handgun.   

That was not me laughing in the background, but that was my voice saying 

those words.   

 It was your voice.  --- I think in hindsight My Lady, it makes me very 

upset to hear myself say something like that.  But to compare a zombie which 

is a fictional animation character to a human being, is.. the relevance is… I 

can… I cannot put two and two together and if shooting at a watermelon or at a 

piece of wood, or at a target, I did not at any point compare it to a human or 

shooting at a human.   

 No, you did.  You did.  You said: 

 “It is softer than brains.” 



Who else has got brains?  --- My Lady I was, in that whole sentence I was 

referring to a zombie. 

 But what we see there is… What ammunition did you use?  --- My 

Lady, it was a 50.50 ammunition in the second part. The first part was a 

shotgun and the second part was a .50 calibre handgun.   

 And black Talon ammunition?  --- It was ammunition… the different 

ammunition My Lady, it was far bigger calibre that firearm, although it had 

applied for a licence for it, I had not taken possession of it, it was at the 

shooting range.  That firearm was made for trail walking, it was made by an 

American company for trail walking, for self protection against animals.  It was 

never… I had never taken possession of it, but it did not use black Talon 

ammunition, it used a bigger calibre ammunition.  

 Now, but what we can see there is the effect the ammunition had on a 

watermelon.  It exploded.  Am I right? --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 You know that the same happened to Reeva’s head?  It exploded.   

Have a look.  I am going to show you Mr Pistorius, it had the exact same 

effect, the bullet that went into her head.  …[Pause]… --- My Lady I was there 

that night.  I ...[intervened]  

 That is it.  --- I will ...[intervened]  

 Have a look there Mister.  I know you do not want to, because you do 

not want to take responsibility, but it is time that you look at it !  Take 

responsibility for what you have done Mr Pistorius!  --- My Lady, I have taken 

responsibility. By me waiting… I am not wanting to live my life, but waiting for 



my time on this stand to tell my story for the respect of Reeva and for myself, I 

have taken the responsibility but I will not look at a picture where I am 

tormented by what I saw and felt that night !   As I picked Reeva up, my fingers 

touched her head, I remember. I do not have to look at a picture !  I was there ! 

 It is the same thing as the watermelon !   You had it now in practice 

Mister.  It is ...[intervened]  

MR ROUX:  My Lady, it ...[intervened]  

MR NEL:  It is softer than brains !  

MR ROUX:  My Lady, I think that is extremely unfair to say that is the same 

thing as a watermelon.  I think it is uncalled for.  I see no basis for that.    

MR NEL:  My Lady, I will rephrase.  It had the same effect as your watermelon 

on ...[intervened]  

MR ROUX:  My Lady, that is equally uncalled for.  

COURT:    It is the same...[intervened]  

MR ROUX:  There is no evidence that it had the same effect.  It is very 

different.  It is unfair. It is not relevant and it is an unfair question.   

COURT:   Mr Nel?  

MR NEL:  My Lady, with respect I will leave it.  I do not think it is unfair, but I 

will… I will leave it.  

COURT:   Well, I think it is unfair. 

MR NEL:  Okay.   

COURT:   And can you just remove this from the screen?   

MR NEL:  Yes.  We will do so.  Mr Pistorius… are you… Can  we carry on?  ---  



[No audible answer].   

COURT:   Just give him time.   

MR NEL:  …[Pause]… Mr Pistorius, I will give you time.  I understand that it is 

difficult.  So just indicate when you are ready and I will proceed then. ---  

[Accused heard to be weeping] …[Pause]… 

 My Lady, I think I have to be fair and I can see that Mr Pistorius is 

distressed and I understand that he should be distressed.  So My Lady, 

...[intervened] --- [Accused heard to be weeping] 

 May I then ask that the court just adjourn and we give Mr Pistorius 

time. 

COURT:   Yes.  

MR NEL:  To become better and we can proceed then. 

COURT:   We will take the adjournment.   

COURT ADJOURNS [12:06]             ~ ~ ~             [13:40] COURT RESUMES 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS:  (s.u.o.) 

MR NEL:  May it please the court. Thank you My lady.  

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:  Mr Pistorius, let us just put on record what we have seen in the 

video.  You are on a shooting range with, inter alia Mr Derick Hougaardt.  Is 

that correct?  ---  Correct My Lady.   

 You and Mr Hougaardt is shooting shotguns?  ---  I was not on any 

shooting range with Mr Derick Hougaardt, My Lady.   

 Francois.  Who was with you?  ---  There were a group of people in our 



party My Lady.   

 Who?  Who stood next to you, firing a gun?  ---  Mr Francois 

Hougaardt.   

 Ja, I got the name wrong.  I apologise to you.  Mr Francois Hougaardt.  

You and him were firing shotguns, am I right?  ---  That is correct, My Lady.   

 Then there were cameras erect...  One behind you and one to the side, 

for you to see what the effect of that firearm on a watermelon would be.  Am I 

right?  ---  That is correct My Lady.   

 So you knew this, you took part in all this rigging, because there is a 

countdown for you to shoot?  ---  That is correct, My Lady.   

 What was the purpose of this whole incident?  ---  My Lady, the calibre 

of the firearm that the revolver was that I was firing with, was a 50 calibre 

ammunition, not often used in handguns. Despite Mr Nel putting to me that it 

was black Talon ammunition, he has fired with my very same gun on the same 

range, using my same ammunition so he knows that it is not Black Talon 

ammunition and ...[intervened]   

Tell me what... Ja?  --- The purpose of that exercise, it was not an 

exercise.  We were spending the afternoon out on the range with a group of 

friends.  Somebody suggested that we shoot a watermelon because of the 

calibre of the ammunition.  Like I said earlier it is used for protection.  Whilst 

walking, travelling in North America, the purpose of the firearm, the round is 

nearly if not double the size of the 9mm round that I had in my pistol, as Mr Nel 

knows, because he did fire the same gun from the same range.   



 You wanted to see the effect on the watermelon?  ---  I did My Lady, as 

did many of the other people that were there.   

 And you then said words to the effect:   

“It is a lot softer than brain.”.   

Am I right?  ---  That is correct My Lady.   

 Referring to?  ---  Referring to the watermelon.   

 But:  

“It is like a zombie stopper.” 

Referring to?  ---  I guess referring to a firearm that would be used to stop the 

zombie My Lord.   

 So, am I correct in saying that you were shooting at the watermelon to 

see what the effect would be if you shoot somebody in the brain.  Or not?  

Because that is the inference I am drawing.  ---  My Lady, the day was spent 

on the shooting range, At the time I enjoyed handling firearms, I enjoyed 

shooting. I shot, we used to shoot at pieces of wood, we used to shoot at 

target. On that day we… I shot at a watermelon.  The comments I made 

afterwards was distasteful, but it was made in reference to a zombie, not to a 

human being.  I do not see how you can link the two.   

 I am going to ask you one or two more questions and then I am moving 

on, but I think you are wrong.  Why do you not just admit that you shot that 

firearm at the watermelon to see what the effect would be if you hit somebody 

in the head, in the brains?  ---  I never said that comment before.  I shot the 

watermelon.  So I do not know how Mr Nel can make the comment.   



 I am using your words:   

“It is a lot softer than brains.” 

That is the watermelon.  ---  It was a comment I made after I shot the 

watermelon, My Lady.  I did not at any point try and compare it to shooting a 

person in the head, or a fictional character in the head, before I shot it..   

 So the brains you referred to, whose brains would that have been?  ---  

My Lady, as I said earlier, the context… it was made with a zombie, so 

...[intervened]  

 You see, I thought you would say that.  Therefore I am going to read 

out the whole sentence again.  

 "It is a lot softer than brains, but it is like a zombie 

stopper.” 

It is like zombie stopper.  Not it is a zombie stopper.  Or a zombie’s brains, you 

werereferring to something else.  Do you want to respond to that?  --- No, My 

Lady.   

 You do not have to.  Now Mr Pistorius, I just want to know your 

evidence you gave in the days that you were sitting there, is that what you can 

remember or is that a reconstruction?  ---  It is what I remember, My Lady.    

 I want to be fair.  Is it not a reconstruction of everything you heard and 

you read and that is why you gave the evidence?  ---  My Lady, there were 

many topics that we have spoken about. There was  my upbringing, there was 

my athletic career. There was my faith. There was the night, the morning in 

question.  As I have been sitting here, I have been telling the truth, and some 



of the things we spoke about, obviously I would not know about phone calls 

made from other people.  So some of it is a reconstruction from what I have 

read from the records from what the state has furnished me with.  So it is a 

mixture of what I remember and in some of the topics, some of the points it 

would be a reconstruction.  If I look at the time, I cannot remember how much 

time certain things took me that evening.  But I can see from the times of the 

phone calls being made from people’s testimonies and statements, not out of 

just the couple that the state called, but of the hundred and plus witnesses that 

the state said they had,  I have read most of those and all of the statements 

and that is how I have reconstructed some time, some of the things I 

remember that I have spoken about myself.  I have spoken about what I 

remember and in the situations that I have spoken about.   I have spoken 

about the context of information that I have.  

 So there is an element of reconstruction in your evidence?  ---  I guess 

there is an element of reconstruction My Lady.   

 So we will have to test what you reconstructed and what you can 

remember?  ---  That is correct, My Lady.     

 Now can I see if we can narrow it down.  The evening of, since you fell 

asleep on the evening of 13 November… ag, 13 February, until you shot and 

killed Reeva, is there any reconstruction or not?  ---  No My Lady.   

COURT:   You would have to speak a little louder. --- I beg your pardon.  From 

the time that I went to sleep to the time that I took Reeva’s life, there was no 

reconstruction.  Afterwards there were some points that I do not remember on 



that evening.  I do not recall calling security or speaking to Mr Baba.  I do not 

recall switching on the lights in the bathroom.  I do not recall parts of me 

carrying Reeva downstairs.   

 So let us just get an answer to this, I just want to know.  From the time 

that you fell asleep to the time that you shot and killed Reeva, is there 

reconstruction of the scene, or not?  ---  There is no reconstruction of the 

scene, My Lady ...[intervened]  

 You did ...[intervened] --- In a physical sense, there was no 

reconstruction of anything, in my house. 

 You… A reconstruction of your evidence, taking into account other 

evidence in giving a version, did you do that? 

COURT:  Please just repeat that?   

MR NEL:  Did you take into account other evidence to form your version for the 

period?  ---  My Lady I think it is important to state now that I furnished the 

court with my bail hearing with a set of… with my version of what happened.  

My version has never changed.  I knew that and I said that version before I 

knew any of the evidence that would be compiled against me.  I tendered my 

story to my counsel, they compiled the bail transcript… the bail statement.  My 

story has not changed since then.  Even I… granted on, in the bail there are 

some aspects that I spoke to my counsel with, that they would not include in 

my bail.  The bail was… I did not know it had to be an exhausted document.  At 

the time of my bail, I wanted to give evidence.  My counsel told me that I was 

not stable at the time, that  I would not be able to cope with the giving of 



evidence, but I wrote, I wrote my version of what happened that night and 

nothing has changed.  There has not been…  The state’s case has changed 

many times.  There has not been anything that they have given to me, that has 

made me change what I said in those first couple of days.   

 Mr Pistorius, with respect and through the court, you have given… you 

have been afforded an opportunity to give evidence.  Do you not just want to 

listen to the question and answer the question?  ---  I beg your pardon, My 

Lady.   

Let us just answer the questions.  I know you want to say a lot of things 

and it is interesting.  You are arguing, you are not answering.  Why are you 

arguing and not answering?  ---  I am sorry, My Lady.   

 No, not sorry.  Sorry does not answer the question of ‘why’.  The 

question is:  Why.  Sorry is not an answer to why.  --- I am ...[intervened]  

Why are you arguing and not answering? 

ADV ROUX:  I think with respect, My Lady, the difficulty in the question is: 

There are other things.  You make it so wide.  If he puts to him a certain aspect 

and say: Is that reconstruction or is that what you remember?  Then I can 

understand, but once the witness is confronted with ‘other things’, then he 

must expect a long answer, because you try to cover whatever ‘other things’ 

may include and not include.  So I think if the question is put differently, to say:  

This is what I say to you, can you tell me is that reconstructed or real?  Then 

we will not have what we have seen here. 

MR NEL:  Without disrespect My Lady  ... [intervene] 



COURT:  I am just… One minute. One minute.  Mr Roux, I am not quite sure 

that I understand the objection?  

ADV ROUX:  My Lady, the question put to Mr Pistorius was: There are other 

things.  What was reconstructed, what not?  We do not know what the ‘other 

things’ is.  If it is put pertinently:  What do you say about A?  Was A 

reconstructed or is it your independent memory?, then he can answer.  But the 

moment you ask a question about ‘other things’, then the witness will answer 

as widely as possible.   

All I am asking is that the question must be put to the point and say:  

What do you say about A, was that reconstructed or independent memory?  B.  

C.  But he used the words ‘other things’.  That is wide.  It is very difficult for a 

witness to know what it is. 

COURT:  I think the witness should say:  I do not quite understand. 

ADV ROUX:  Yes, of course My Lady, but he is still a lay person and it is my 

duty to stand up and maybe sometimes, from a legal perspective bring that to 

your attention.  I agree with that, but it is also my duty to bring certain aspects 

to your attention.   

MR NEL:  With respect My Lady, I expect lots of objections.  My Lady, I could 

not have put the question clearer and I never used the word ‘other things’.  Did 

you use other evidence to create your version?  I also said between the time 

you went to bed and the time you shot her.  My Lady, I cannot do it any way 

else.  I ask the court to allow me to proceed with these questions. 

COURT:  Yes, please proceed, but the witness has already say… said when 



you said: Why do you not answer the questions?  He gave you an answer. .   

MR NEL:  Yes.  

COURT:   He said so.   

MR NEL:  Ja.  

COURT:   That was the answer.  

MR NEL:   I agree. 

COURT:   Yes.   

MR NEL:  May I just ask… I will carry on. My Lady, with respect.  Now perhaps 

I just did not get it with all the objections.  Mr Pistorius, did you not take 

anything else into account that you read and or heard for your version, during 

the period when you went to bed and the time you shot and killed Reeva?  ---  

No, I did not, My Lady.   

 You did not.  Okay.  And your answers are very interesting.  I take it 

that you know the bail application very well.  Am I right?  ---  I have read 

through the bail application a couple of times My Lady.  At the time that my 

counsel ...[intervened]  

COURT:   You have to pick up your voice a little. --- I beg your pardon. 

Yes?  --- At the time that the bail application was brought to me during 

my bail, at the Brooklyn police station.  I was very emotional. I had… My 

counsel brought my statement to me.  I read… or they read it to me,   I was not 

able to read it, and I signed that anything that was in there, was the truth.  My 

version has not changed since then.  I have read it a couple of times,  I 

[indistinct] I wanted to try and remember the night more than I have to.  I read 



it yesterday, the  day before yesterday, I read my bail statement again so it is 

not very well known to me, but I do know what I said there, that is the truth. 

 And you also know what you said in your plea explanation?  ---  I will 

not be able to recite it, My Lady. 

 But when counsel read it out, the court asked you if you agree with it 

and you agreed with the contents of your plea explanation?  ---  That is correct, 

My Lady.   

 And it was discussed with you before, before it was drafted and agreed 

upon. Am I right?  By counsel?  ---  That is correct, My Lady.   

 You now said that there are certain things in your bail application that 

counsel did not put in.  What was that?  ---  I cannot think of… if I think off the 

top of my head, it would be Reeva speaking to me as I sat up in bed.  It would 

be phoning Mr Baba, which I do not remember. Amongst… I guess there would 

be a lot of things, My Lady.  The statement I made for the bail purposes was 

not of every minor detail that I told my counsel and it was explained that I did 

not have to be either.  It was there for the purpose of the bail hearing.     

 I have got that, but I am still asking you.  You said there are certain 

things in there that counsel did not put.  So, I have got two.  I have got that 

Reeva spoke to you and you could not remember phoning Baba.  What else 

can you remember, that should have been in there that is not?  ---  I do not… I 

cannot think of anything at the moment My Lady. 

 But nothing that is in it that one can read in your affidavit for the bail 

application is untrue?  ---  My bail application, my statement was truthful. My 



Lady.   

 Now and your evidence in court was also true?  ---  That is correct, My 

Lady.   

 Then did you put the fans onto the balcony, or just in the door with the 

one leg on the balcony?  ---  My Lady, the fans are different. They are not the 

same. The one is a tripod standing fan, has got three legs, tripod.  It is a 

stainless steel fan.  It is about waist height. I put the one leg out onto the tiles 

of the balcony and I put two of the legs on… inside the room.  So the fan was 

more or less in the… more or less in the middle of the doors.  The floor fan I 

put in between the two legs of the standing fan, so it would have been slightly 

forward, so it would have been on the carpet in the bedroom. 

 To retrieve them, you never went outside.  You were inside your room 

and you just brought them back in?  ---  That is correct, My Lady.   

 You never went onto the balcony?  ---  I did not go onto the balcony to 

retrieve them My Lady.   

Yes. And so, you were never on the balcony when you heard noises in 

the bathroom?  ---  No, I was at the amplifier when I heard the noise in the 

bathroom.   

 Now if someone would say that you went onto the balcony to fetch the 

fans, that would not be true?  ---  I beg your pardon, My Lady, can you 

please...[intervened]    

 If somebody would say that you went onto the balcony to fetch the fan, 

to bring the fans in, that would not be true?  ---  If somebody said I went onto 



the balcony to fetch the fans, that would not be true, My Lady.  

 Would not be true?  ---  It would not be true, that is correct.  

 And if somebody would say that whilst on the balcony bringing in the 

fans, you heard a noise in the bathroom, that would not be true?  ---  That 

would not be true, My Lady.   

 Apart from being true, it would be difficult to hear a voice in the 

bathroom from the balcony?  ---  The question Mr Nel asked me My Lady, was 

noises.  I heard one noise from the amplifier and what he put to me is ‘voices’. 

No, I did not hear any voices.  I  heard one noise.   

 But what I am asking you is if you were on the balcony would it have 

been difficult to hear a noise in the bathroom?  ---  I am not sure, My Lady.   

 Okay, but you did not.  ---  I was at the amplifier when I heard the 

window open, My Lady.   

 I know what your version is.  We are still on the balcony.  Could you 

not follow it?  We are on the balcony.  You did not hear, whilst on the balcony, 

a noise in the bathroom?  ---  I was never on the balcony My Lady.   

 Now, I have got a difficulty and that is that in fact you said you went 

onto the balcony to bring the fan in.  Did you not say that?  ---  What I said in 

my… you can give me a copy of my bail transcript, I will gladly read it.  What I 

meant was ...[intervened]   

 Why are you referring to your bail?  --- Because I would like to see it in 

front of me My Lady.   

 How do you know that I am referring to your bail?  ---  That is what I 



understood from your question   

 How would you understand that from my question?  ---  Madam it is 

what I… My Lady it is what I interpreted from Mr Nel asking ...[intervened]  

 Why?  Why would you do that?  ---  I am not sure, that is what I 

interpreted.   

 No.  You have to tell the court why you would interpret it as coming 

from your bail.  You are sitting there Mr Pistorius, arguing, thinking of 

evidence.  That is the danger of your evidence. ---  My Lady, there is no 

danger in my evidence.  I have not lied.  I am asking simply where it says, or 

where somebody said Mr Nel put to me that if somebody saw me on the 

balcony, he said ...[intervened]  

 I never said that. Are you now… Is that what you heard?  That I said 

somebody saw you on the balcony?  --- [No audio 12:53:42] … if somebody 

had seen me [indistinct]. 

No.  No, I did not… You see, Mr Pistorius… With the leave of the court.  

Mr Pistorius, please answer the questions.  Do not argue the case.  If you 

would just answer the questions we will get somewhere. If you argue or think 

about other evidence, you will get into trouble.  --- My Lady, I am trying to 

answer the question that Mr Nel is asking me about being on the balcony.  

When I got the fans in, I was holding the handle of the door.  The balcony… 

the tripod fan’s leg was on the balcony and I brought the fan… I first brought 

the floor fan in and then I held the door and I brought the tripod fan in, from the 

door.   



 You see, page 64 and I will make it available to you.  It is the white file 

to your right… to your left.  The top one.  No, that one.   

COURT:  Is it page 64 of the record?   

MR NEL:  Of the bail application, My Lady. 

COURT:   Oh, the bail application?  

MR NEL:  Yes, My Lady.  That is EXHIBIT D My Lady.  It is a full file.   

COURT:   There is too much on this bench. So it is difficult.  

MR NEL:  Yes. No, I know it is much to carry My Lady.  

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:  I would read it out and I am sure Mr Roux would follow it and if it 

becomes an issue I will make sure we fetch the files from your office.  

COURT:   You may proceed.  

MR NEL:  Do you have page 64, sir?  ---  I do My Lady.   

 Now if you look at line 20, let us start at 19.  I will read it and if you just 

follow: 

“During the early morning of 14 February 2013, I woke up, 

went onto the balcony to bring the fan in.” 

--- That is correct, My Lady.    

 Now there are two problems there, is it not so?  ---  It see that it says:  

 "I went onto the balcony to bring the fan in.” 

I agree with Mr Nel, My Lady that the fan was partly on the balcony, but I did 

not go onto the balcony to bring the fan in.  I do not know where the second 

problem would be?    



 The fans.  In your whole of your bail statement there is only reference 

to one fan.  Am I right?  ---  If we are talking in reference with the sentence that 

was read to me, My Lady, it says:  I went onto the balcony to bring the fan in.  

As I have said earlier, the one fan’s leg was on the balcony and the other fan 

was between the two legs of the tripod fan and it was on the carpet. So that not 

outside.  I brought the fan that was on the balcony, inside.  

 You see, there is a…  I asked a different question.  You know the bail 

statement.  There is only reference to one fan in the bail statement.  Am I 

right?  ---  Give me time to read through it, My Lady, I will check ...[intervened]    

 Ja, you are welcome.  Read.  ---  What I can say here, is that this talks 

about bringing in the fan.  There was one fan that was not inside the house.   

 Read.  See if you can see another fan in your statement?  ---  My Lady, 

I do not have my full bail transcript here.  This is just extracts of my bail 

transcript.   

 It is a full thing from when it started, from when your statement started.  

Your affidavit was read into the record sir, from page 58.  That is where it 

starts.  Do you… Let us carry on.  Do you want to read the whole thing?  I will 

keep this question until after lunch.  I will ask you other things and if you would 

read your bail statement during lunch, would that be fine?  ---  Yes.  I will do 

that. 

Good.  Because I want to refer you to something else and that is page 

117.  Can you go there? 

COURT:  Is it of the same bail application?   



MR NEL:  It is of the same bail application, My Lady.  

COURT:   Thank you.   

MR NEL:  …[Pause]… You see?  Do you have it with you?  ---  I do, My Lady. 

My Lady, I will be reading from line 11.  It is Mr Roux cross-examining 

Mr Botha.   

 “He got up he said and went onto the balcony”. 

Or that is me.  That is me.  I am leading. 

 “Onto the balcony to bring the fan in.” 

 Do you see that?  ---  I do, My Lady.   

 And I go on: 

“So he was there on the balcony and he heard a noise in the 

bathroom and he realised there was someone in the 

bathroom”. 

ADV ROUX:  My Lady, he does not say that he was on the balcony and he 

heard a noise in the bathroom.  That sentence is there.  It does not say that at 

all, that he was on the balcony when he heard the noise. 

MR NEL:  I am reading the record.  Mr Roux is wrong.   

“So he was here on the balcony and he heard a noise in the 

bathroom”. 

ADV ROUX:  He says that, that is what he put to Mr Botha, that is correct.  If 

he says that is in the bail application affidavit, that is not so.  It must just be 

that distinction must be made.  

MR NEL:  Yes, My Lady ...[intervened]  



MR ROUX: If it is a wrong statement made by Mr Nel in the bail application so 

be it, but then he must in all fairness say that does not come from the bail 

affidavit. 

COURT: Oh?  It does not come from the affidavit.  

ADV ROUX:  Yes My Lady, we ...[intervened]  

COURT: Not from the affidavit?   

ADV ROUX:    Mr Nel can read it.  I do not want to interfere, but he can read. 

COURT: Yes, no I want to hear.  That is very important. Thank you.   

MR NEL:  No, that is… But it is clear from the record.  It is me leading the 

evidence and I said, that is what he said and Mr Botha agreed, but that was 

never taken up with Mr Botha in the bail application. 

COURT:  No,  can you read that again? I just want to make sure that I 

understand. 

MR NEL:  I will do that My Lady.  I am leading the witness. 

COURT:   Yes?  

MR NEL:  I say:  

“He got up, he said he went onto the balcony, onto the 

balcony, to bring the fan in and closed the sliding doors, the 

blinds and the curtains.” 

Then I quote from the affidavit: 

 “I heard a noise in the bathroom”. 

So he was here on the balcony and he heard a noise in the bathroom and 

realised that somebody was in the bathroom.  That is what he said and Mr 



Botha then said that is what he said, but that is not your version today.  Is that 

so?  

ADV ROUX:  No My Lady, it is not his version today and it was not his version 

then.  I think in all fairness he must just read what was the version then, 

because the imputation is that then that was his version, but today it is different 

and I invite Mr Nel to read the bail application, the affidavit, to see what he 

said, whether it was ever said that he was on the balcony when he heard the 

noise.   

MR NEL:  I will do so. My Lady, I will read the bail affidavit.  

COURT:   Yes?  

MR NEL:  Page 64.  You said: 

“During the early morning hours of 14 February 2013, I woke 

up and went onto the balcony to bring the fan in and closed 

the sliding doors, the blinds and the curtains.  I heard a noise 

in the bathroom and realised that somebody was in the 

bathroom.” 

That is what you said?  ---  I said…  I have just turned the page My Lady.  If I 

can just read this.  

 Okay, read it please. …[Pause]… Do you see that?  ---  That is correct, 

My Lady.   

 But there is something wrong with that statement today?  ---  I do not 

see anything wrong with my statement today, My Lady. 



 Except that you did not go onto the balcony.  ---  I do not follow what 

Mr Nel is asking me.  I am sorry.  

 I think I have dealt with it, but we will go through it again.  It is just past 

one My Lady, I will just ask one more question.  It reads: 

“During the early morning hours of 14 February 2013, I woke 

up and went onto the balcony…” 

Went onto the balcony. 

“… to bring the fan in.” 

 That is not true.  --- I concede My Lady, I did not go onto the balcony. I 

picked the fan up which was on the balcony and I brought the fan in.   

 My Lady, may we take the lunch adjournment? 

COURT:   The court will adjourn. 

COURT ADJOURNS [13:03]             ~ ~ ~             [14:03] COURT RESUMES 

COURT: You are still under oath, Mr Pistorius.   ---  I understand, My Lady. 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

COURT:   Thank you.  Yes, Mr Nel? 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  As the court pleases.  Mr 

Pistorius, was it ever your version that you went on to the balcony to bring the 

fans in?  Was it your version?   ---  In my bail statement it says here that I went 

on to the balcony, My Lady.  I think what was interpreted there was that I went 

to get the fan that was on the balcony... partly on the balcony.  At the time that 

my counsel brought my statement to me, they read it out to me.  I agreed with 

everything that was in it.  So that was at that point my... what I said there was 



the truth and at that time it was interpreted that I went on to the balcony.  What 

I am saying is, I never went on to the balcony.  I got the fan that was on the 

balcony. 

 I hear what you are saying.  So the fact that it is in your statement that 

it is ‘on to the balcony’, you have now admitted it is clearly wrong.  I just want 

to know why?   ---  I admit that it is incorrect that I went on to the balcony.  I did 

not go on to the balcony.  I collected the fan from the balcony. 

 I hear what you are saying.  I am asking a different question.  Which is 

why?  Why is there this difference?   ---  My Lady, as I said at the time that... I 

was not there when my statement got drawn up.  I was not the one who drew it 

up.  I was not... if I could change... if I could look at my bail things, I am sure 

there would be things that I would add or more details.  But at the time when 

the statement was made, my counsel advised me that it does not have to an 

exhaustive set of facts, that it needs to state what the facts were.  I am sure 

that what they wrote there, they interpreted as my explanation to them.  Maybe 

I did not pick it up at the time, that they said I went on to the balcony.  Or 

maybe when I read it, I interpreted it as... it as them bringing... I interpreted it 

as me getting the fan from the balcony.  But as I said, I never went on to the 

balcony to bring the fan in. 

 You see it is a bit strange, because Mr Roux challenged 

Warrant Officer Botha about this version of yours.  You were present when Mr 

Roux cross examined Warrant Officer Botha?   ---  I was present, My Lady. 

 And at page 137 [intervenes] 



COURT:  Can you just refer to it as an exhibit? 

MR NEL:  “D”, My Lady. 

COURT:  Yes. 

MR NEL:  “D”.  Page 137.  Are you there?   ---  I am My Lady. 

 You see this is an interesting page because this is where Mr Roux is 

really saying the same thing that you are saying. 

“I put it to the version was available.  The affidavit was signed 

before we saw the state’s charge sheet and the heads of 

arguments.  It could be facts so...” 

Then Mr Botha said: 

 “No, I cannot.” 

Mr Roux said: 

 “I put it to you there could be... has been no adaptation.  It is 

there... before we saw what the state is going to hand up. It is 

there. 

He is saying: 

 “Okay.” 

And this is important, “But”, now Mr Roux is challenging Warrant Officer Botha: 

 “But now you have it and you see his version... now did you care 

to test his version in the following respect:  you go to the house, 

you walk to the balcony, you are outside on the balcony and you 

bring the fan in?   ---  No, I did not.” 

Why would he challenge him on your version if that is not your version?   ---



  My version in my bail... I did not say I was outside on the balcony.  I said I 

went to go fetch the fan from outside... from the balcony which is outside.  As I 

have said, I understand Mr Roux challenged Warrant Officer Botha at the time.  

I can maybe ask that you ask my counsel why.  But I do not remember.  What I 

told them was the truth.  What they put in the bail [intervenes] 

 So Mr Roux made a mistake?   ---  What they put in the bail testament 

was what they interpreted my truth to be on paper.  I am not saying Mr Botha 

made a mistake. 

 No, not Botha, Roux.   ---  Mr Roux made a mistake then of putting 

[intervenes] 

 Why would he go that far, a respected senior counsel?  Why would he 

put that version in so many words?  He said: 

 “You are outside on the balcony and you are bringing the fan in.” 

Why would he make that mistake if he did not get it from you?   ---  It is maybe 

the way that he interpreted it, My Lady.  That is the only understanding 

[intervenes] 

 But the mistake here, was his?   ---  Well, that is it. 

 No, no, listen to the question.  The mistake here was Mr Roux’s, not 

yours?   ---  That is correct. 

 Okay.  Now before we carry on there is just one aspect I have to deal 

with and that is your plea explanation.  Do you remember your plea 

explanation in court?  Not in detail, but do you remember that there was one 

handed up and read into the record?   ---  I do My Lady. 



 And do you remember that it was a detailed 115 plea explanation?   ---

  I do not recall what a 115 is, My Lady. 

 It is a plea explanation, sorry.  It is my mistake.  It is plea 

explanation.   ---  I do recall that, My Lady. 

 Now I will deal with lots of these, but I am going to deal with one this 

afternoon and that is... it is page 11 of the record, My Lady, of the court record 

My Lady, and that is... I am sending across just the one page and that is the 

only page that I will use at the moment.  So do you have page 11 before you at 

the moment?   ---  I do, My Lady. 

 Ad line... let us start at line 18. 

 “It will also be demonstrated during this trial, whilst Botha was 

the Investigating Officer and tasked with preserving the scene, 

that the scene was contaminated, disturbed and tampered with.” 

That is your plea explanation.  That is the reason why you are pleading not 

guilty, I am right?   ---  That is not the reason I am pleading not guilty, My Lady, 

but that is part of... 

COURT:  You will have to speak a little louder.  You are very soft.   ---  I beg 

your pardon.  That is not the reason why I am pleading not guilty, My Lady.  I 

am not pleading not guilty because “the scene was contaminated, disturbed 

and tampered” with at all.  I think that is an extract that is taken out of the 

entire document that they read out. 

MR NEL:  Ja, but you see this is a plea explanation, that is what it is.  I explain 

my plea.  My plea is not guilty and this is what I say.  Is that the reason why 



you pleaded not guilty, or not?   ---  This is not the sole reason why I pleaded 

not guilty, and it is not the reason why I pleaded not guilty, My Lady. 

 I said ‘a’ reason.  I never used the word ‘sole’ reason.  Is it a reason 

why you pleaded not guilty because “the scene was contaminated, disturbed 

and tampered with”?   ---  No, My Lady.  I plead not guilty because what I am 

accused of did not happen. 

 Yes.  So this... although it is called a plea explanation and it was read 

out as your reasons why you plead not guilty, you never took this into account 

in arriving to your plea?   ---  I beg your pardon.  I do not understand the 

question that is being posed to me My Lady. 

 When you had to decide will I plead guilty or not guilty, was this one of 

the factors you took into account?   ---  No, not at all, My Lady. 

 I see.   ---  When I pleaded not guilty that was already at my bail.  We 

did not know that “the scene had been contaminated, disturbed or tampered 

with”.  We only got to learn that through the photos that the state showed us, 

that the scene had been tampered with and disturbed and contaminated. 

 Okay.   ---  So this was not part of my plea at my bail.  At my bail I 

already gave my plea on the charges that were levelled against me. 

 This is technical, but we will leave it for argument.  Let us just deal with 

the essence of it.  Is it still your version that the scene was tampered with?   ---

  Yes, My Lady. 

 Where?   ---  My Lady, I am advised through my counsel that there will 

be people that will come forward.  I have seen many of the photos that the 



state has handed to me where there are massive inconsistencies, where items 

have been moved, where things were not as they were left on previous photos. 

 It is unfortunately not that easy.  Really it is not that easy.  I am asking 

you.  It is your plea explanation, you are in the box.  You tell me, sir, where 

was the scene tampered with?   ---  My Lady, we can go through all the photos. 

 Yes, please let us.  Where do you want to start?  Show me... tell me 

one thing that was changed...’tampered’.  Do you know what ‘tampered’ is?   --

-  If Mr Nel would not mind you giving the definition of tampered, Madam… My 

Lady.  

 It is with intention changing.  What was changed on it?   ---  My Lady, 

we can go through the photo files and I can show you many things that we 

changed. 

 Let us... we have got time.  Tell me what is the tampering that bothered 

you the most?   ---  There was not... I think in a case with this much severity, 

many things... anything that gets changed would bother a person involved.  

Throughout the photos there were many things that moved.  There were cell 

phones in my bathroom that moved.  My firearm had moved.  The cricket bat 

had moved in the bathroom.  The discs in my room had moved.  The fan’s cord 

had moved.  The curtains had moved. 

 Wait, wait.  Let us take it slowly.  Let us take it slowly.  Let us take it 

slowly.  We will deal with all those things, Mr Pistorius.  Let us just take it 

slowly.  You say the cell phones were moved.  Am I right? ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 



 Which cell phones are we referring to?   ---  I am referring to Reeva’s 

cell phone and one of my cell phones, My Lady. 

 So the police moved Reeva’s cell phone?   ---  Someone moved them, 

My Lady. 

 Where was it before it was on the photograph, do you know? ---

  My Lady, there is evidence that has been given and statements that have 

been made where police officers talk about the two phones being next to each 

other and then phones... one phone being taken at one point.  If you zoom in 

on the photos you can see that the outline from where the blood touched the 

phone, the phone had been moved.  In one photo there is a cell phone cover 

on the photo and then in the cover has been taken off to make it look like there 

was a misunderstanding where one was a cell phone and one was a cover.  

But in the one photo you can clearly see the camera through the whole of the 

cover.  On another one, you cannot. 

 Okay.  I have got all that.  So you say Reeva’s cell phone was moved.  

Where was it before the police moved it?  Where did you put it down?   ---

  My Lady, I do not have the photos in front of me. 

 So can I just ask you a question then?  Reeva’s cell phone on the 

scene, was that at a different position as where you left the cell phone?   ---  I 

do not remember where I left the cell phone, My Lady.  What I am saying is 

that between photos that were taken and tendered to us by the state, things 

changed. 

 Okay.  So you looked at photographs and you say the state tampered 



with it?  That is all?  You cannot remember where you put down Reeva’s 

phone after you used it?   ---  I am not saying the state tampered with them, 

My Lady.  I am saying things were moved.  Things were changed.  There were 

people that were not wearing protective clothing in my house.  I saw people 

go... police officers go up and down the stairs, that is why I talk about 

contamination. 

 Please, you know sir, I do not want to do it every time.  I think you have 

got lots of answers in your head and you are giving that.  I have not touched 

the word ‘contamination’ at all now.  We are dealing with tampering.  Now you 

are telling the court about contamination and people not having protective 

clothing.  You want to answer that, because that is what you are prepared to 

answer.  Deal with tampering, please.  I cannot use the word ‘warning’, I will 

advise that you listen to questions and deal with them, Mr Pistorius.  Let us 

deal with tampering.  You say the fans were tampered with?   ---  My Lady, 

these three words were used in conjunction with each other.  I do not think it is 

says the fan was tampered with.  It does not say the phone was contaminated.  

It does not say the cricket bat was disturbed.  It talks about the preservation of 

the scene and Mr Botha’s task that he was... the sentence reads: 

 “It will also demonstrate during this trial whilst Botha was the 

Investigating Officer and tasked with preserving the scene, that 

the scene was contaminated, disturbed and tampered with.” 

It does not say that during my evidence it will show that.  It says during, “it will 

be demonstrated during this trial”.  It does not speak about items.  It does not 



speak... it speaks in general.  That is the context.  I did not write this document 

but my counsel has investigated through experts, through people that they 

have spoken with, various things were contaminated.  Various things were 

disturbed and various things were tampered with.  I do not have the knowledge 

of what it was, but I know that the experts that will come and testify, these 

things did happen. 

 Ja, do you [intervenes] 

COURT:  Just one minute.  Were you reading from page 11?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 Yes.   What line was that?   ---  Paragraph 14, My Lady. 

 Paragraph 14.   ---  Three lines from the bottom of 14, it ends the 

sentence.  From the middle of 14 it starts with: 

 “It will also be demonstrated ...” 

 Thank you. 

MR NEL:  You see, unfortunately Mr Pistorius, I have to get an answer and we 

have to go through this.  Are you saying that the fans were tampered with?  It 

is your case.  It is your plea explanation.  I am asking you.   ---  Mr Nel, please 

just give me the meaning of ‘tampered’ again, My Lady. 

 You see that makes it so much more interesting.  It is your plea 

explanation.  You told this court [intervenes] 

COURT:  No, Mr... it may be his plea explanation, but he did not write it.  So if 

he wants clarification about what ‘tampered’ exactly means, I think he is 

entitled to it. 



MR NEL:  My Lady, with respect to the court, I will do it.  My Lady, but when 

the state witnesses were struggling with words and things, they were asked 

and they were said to take responsibility for every word and every statement.  

So we have been through the state’s case, but My Lady, I am not arguing.  I 

will go with that.  I will do what the court says. Tampering is, if you change 

something on the scene with the intention to let it look different.  ---  My Lady, 

Mr Nel is asking me if the fan was changed to look different.  I remember the 

fans were running that night, it was an extremely warm evening.  According to 

some of the officers that they had, they said the fans were off.  So yes then in 

that case, I would it was tampered with and in the photo that came up which 

the state did not have a time or a date set on the camera, we saw one of the 

police officers unplugging the fan to plug in his cell phone.  That was a photo 

taken by the police.  So in that respect I would say it was tampered with, 

My Lady. 

 So it was disturbed?  Let me just... I have to get this.  Are you only 

referring to that photograph that was taken on the 15th or later, where a 

policeman put in his cell phone?  You are not referring to the album 

[intervenes] 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, that was not the 15th that photograph, or later.  That was 

a photo where the magazine, the firearm magazine was still on the bed and it 

was still half dark outside and we know that the evidence was that the 

magazine was taken in as an exhibit that day and that was the 14th.  So it could 

not have been a photo of the 15th, where Colonel van Rensburg was there at 



the time… at the plugs. 

MR NEL:  Let us just make it... no.  I cannot... I will go there later.  So what are 

you saying about the fans?  What happened to the fans?  How did the police 

disturb the fans?   ---  My Lady, I say that Mr Nel asked me if the fans were 

tampered with.  I said they were tampered with.  I did not say that they were 

disturbed. 

 Okay, how were they tampered [intervenes]   ---  If you ask [intervenes] 

 What, sorry, I know... can you just tell how were the fans tampered 

with?   ---  Well, in the statements that have been given nobody says that the 

fans were on.  It was a very warm evening and in the photo as I said that the 

state gave to us, it showed that a police officer was plugging in his cell phone 

to the same socket where the fan was plugged in.  So that is why I say it was 

tampered with.  The fans were also moved at different points around the room.  

So in that instance they could be disturbed.  My understanding of all these 

words is that some items may have been contaminated, some items may have 

been disturbed, some items may have been tampered with.  It does not mean 

that every item was all three of those things.  I do not... and I have not spent 

time checking all the evidence, but this sentence says: 

 “It will be demonstrated during the trial.” 

It does not say through my evidence. 

 I hear what you are saying, but you are now there and it is your plea 

explanation.  Who will give that evidence?   ---  There will be experts that will 

come and testify to [intervenes] 



 Who will testify about tampering on the scene?   ---  I am busy 

testifying to tampering on the scene.  I have testified now that the phone was 

tampered with and the fan was disturbed.  We can go through some of these 

things if the court pleases, My Lady, as to what I can show the court what was 

contaminated, what was disturbed, what was contaminated. 

 I hear what you are saying, but you are not answering [intervenes]   ---

  Why [intervenes] 

 The question.  Who will testify about tampering of the scene? ---  There 

will be specialists that will come and testify. 

 Who?  Who?   ---  I do not know by name, My Lady. 

 Are you telling me that you have not consulted with these people and 

you have not been told what they will say?   ---  My Lady, I do not meet with 

every expert that my counsel has met with.  I do not understand half the 

information they have.  I know background in ballistics or in forensic compiling 

of information.  I know that people have sat for many hours and looked at the 

photos that the state has tendered.  I do not think that is in dispute that things 

have changed.  We saw in previous evidence where all of a sudden a disc was 

in the photo.  Where remote controls were moved, where tissues were placed 

next to the bed, where wires were moved, where things were in different 

positions to other photos.  Where in this bail Mr Botha in his first statement 

said that the bedding was on one side.  Die beddegoed was op die een kant 

van die bed.  Meaning the bedding was on one side of the bed.  Yet in all the 

police photos there is only bedding shown on the floor.  So it is clear that there 



is contamination.  The scene was disturbed and that it was tampered with.  In 

this... I understand that this is my plea, but it says “It will be demonstrated”.  

What my counsel read in, what Mr Roux read in: 

“It will also be demonstrated that during this trial whilst Botha 

was the Investigating Officer and tasked with preserving the 

scene, that the scene was contaminated, disturbed and 

tampered with.” 

It does not say my evidence and I do not have a clear understanding of the 

specialist that we have.  I do not know all their backgrounds, or their evidence, 

or their insight and their knowledge to go through these things.  We can talk 

about it if we go through the photo files, I can get a photo file from my counsel 

and I can see where.  We have made hundreds and hundreds of notes of 

photos that were compared, where things have been moved and changed.  But 

I do not have the knowledge to tell you exactly what was tampered with, what 

was disturbed and what was contaminated. 

 After that long argument, do you still remember what I asked you?   ---

  You asked... Mr Nel asked me, My Lady, if the fan had been disturbed. 

 No, no.  You are wrong.  You see you argue and you are wrong.  It is 

not my question.   ---  I beg your pardon, My Lady.  I do not remember is 

question. 

 You just want to argue.  You have recreated the scene, you have 

been... you have thought of answers and you want to give it to the court, you 

are not listening.  You are not listening, Mr Pistorius.   I asked you, who will... 



who the experts are and have you not consulted with them about the 

tampering, that is what I asked you and I am asking you that again.  Give me 

an answer.   ---  My Lady, I have not consulted with the experts.  My counsel 

has.  I have sat in on some of the meetings and listened to perceptions of 

theirs.  I have explained how things happened, because I was the only person 

that was there.  I have explained to them certain facts. 

 I am just dealing with tampering and disturbance.  The expert that you 

will call about tampering and disturbance, who will that be?   --- I do not know, 

My Lady.  It will be up to my counsel.  I guess in the coming weeks they will 

decide who they call. 

 Let me just ask you a question and get a straight answer.  Where you 

are sitting now, you do not know who that will be, but you know there will be 

somebody?   ---  My Lady, there will be people that will come and say that 

certain things could not have been in the place that they were at and Mr 

Wolmarans will be one of those people.  He will talk about objects in the 

bathroom.  He will talk about the door.  There are some others.  I do not know 

if my counsel has decided who they are going to call yet, or in which order they 

are going to call them.  When I leave court I am extremely tired.  I do not really 

consult with them much.  I have given them my version many, many, many 

months ago.  We have reworked on it... spoken about it and they have worked 

with it... with me.  But as far as what this... part of this plea says is that it was 

from Mr Roux, it says: 

 “It will also be demonstrated during this trial whilst Botha was the 



Investigating Officer...” 

so I guess it is pertaining to whilst Mr Botha was in charge of my home, my 

house and whilst he was tasked with the preservation of my house, that there 

was contamination, disturbance and tampering. 

 I am going to be very fair and I do not want to use this in argument 

later, I want to ask you if that is what you meant.  You said: 

 “I have given them my evidence over months.  We reworked my 

evidence.” 

Is that what you said?   ---  I corrected myself, My Lady, by saying we worked 

together. 

 So if you used the word ‘reworked’ you never wanted to use that 

word?   ---  I did not want to use that word, My Lady. 

 Okay, interesting that you did, but you do not want to?   ---  I make 

mistakes, My Lady. 

 Now let us just have a look at this one photograph.  It is on the original 

photograph... it is 184.  In the album it is 55, My Lady.  It is E55, My Lady.  

Now those were, that is the photograph in album 1.  The photograph was taken 

by Warrant Officer van Staden early morning.  Sitting where you are sitting, 

was anything tampered with?   --- My Lady, I did not see this room with the 

light on in my bedroom that morning, so I would not know what was tampered 

with, if I had to compare this photo with other photos.  There are other photos 

that show these items in different places. 

 So you by your own accord, if you look at that, there is not something 



striking out of place, or that should not be there, or that was put there by the 

police or something like that?   ---  There was not anything that I think that was 

put there.  In other photos there shows the TV remote on the tissues.  There is 

another photo where there is a disc that I remember the evidence being told, 

that they found the disc under the bed. 

 No, that is fine.  But apart from that, those are other photos and we will 

deal with that, but that photo was taken early morning and there is nothing out 

of order as far as you know, because you do not... you cannot really relate it 

back to the day?   ---  I cannot relate it back to the day, My Lady.  I can relate it 

to the other photos.  

 Ja, no, I know.   ---  It is clear that from... when the photos were read in 

by the witnesses, those were not the way that the photos were placed in the 

file.  We went through every photo’s properties.  We looked at all the times.  

We tracked the photographer’s movements.  He came up to my room.  At a 

point he then left my room briefly.  The bathroom... he went back to the 

bathroom and then for 15 minutes he was walking outside, and then he came 

into the room.  After that time there were many things in the room that had 

changed, or in the bathroom.  We picked up small things that had changed. 

 Okay.   ---  In this photo I remember the vest being on the other side of 

the cord.  I do not know if that photo off the top of my head was taken before or 

after this photo.  So I cannot say that at this point... if I had seen this that 

morning, that this is what I would have seen. 

 That is brilliant, Mr Pistorius.  So you really know exactly what the 



photographer had done.  You know these albums and times by heart?   ---  As I 

said, My Lady, I do not have the files in front of me.  I do not have the time 

sheet [intervenes] 

 No [intervenes]   ---  In front of me, but I know that there were photos 

that were different to this photo. 

 There next to your vest, if we could perhaps zoom in, in there.  No.... 

My Lady, may I just point out to... higher up.  May I just... there we go.  What is 

that?  I mean... not the iPad, next to it on the stand?   ---  It is a hair clipper, 

My Lady. 

 So you have that hair clipper next to your bed?  You had it there?   ---

  I am not sure if it was there, My Lady.  In another photo it was... the hair 

clipper was on the floor but not on the stand.  It is possible that it could have 

been there.  I plug it in to that extension cord to charge.  So it is possible that it 

could have been. 

 Okay.  So you plug that in to charge and that extension cord is also 

where you plugged in the fan?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And you are convinced of that?   ---  The fans are plugged into the 

extension cord that is... behind the bed on the right hand side of the bed there 

is a plug.  I am not sure what is plugged in there.  I am not sure if it is a double 

plug.  I know that the extension cord is... that is where the power source was 

for the extension cord.  

 Ja, no, that is, but [intervenes]   ---  I think [intervenes] 

 We can see it there, that white cable there, that is the extension cord’s 



cable?   ---  That is correct, My Lady.   

 So and you plug the fans into that extension cord?   ---  I plugged the 

fans into that extension cord, My Lady.  I am not sure if the clipper was 

plugged into that extension cord, or if it was plugged into the two prong plug 

which is behind the headboard, but that was usually where I plugged it in, next 

to my bed. 

 No, you are right.  Can we just go down and just show Mr Pistorius that 

he is... you see there the clipper is plugged in and the fan?  Do you see 

that?   ---  I see that, My Lady. 

 There is only one problem with that, Mr Pistorius, do you see the 

problem?   ---  I do not, My Lady. 

 There is no other place for the other fan.   ---  The other fan, My Lady, 

if you look at the police photos was on the side of the room where the TV 

cabinet is.  There is a plug behind the TV cabinet where the fan could have 

been plugged in.  I do not recall [intervenes] 

 Could have been? ---  If I may just finish please.  I do not remember 

which fan which plugged in at which power point.  My Lady, I had three fans.  I 

had two floor fans and I had one standing fan.  A friend of mine came to visit 

me in January.  I lent him one of the fans for his room downstairs.  So there 

were two fans in my room.  I cannot be certain as to this plug was... if this fan 

was plugged in here and the other fan was plugged in where ever.  But as far 

as I remembered it both the fans were plugged into this power source.  I am 

not sure if it had been... if I had tripped over the cord on the way to open the 



balcony door, or if the fan was plugged in the other side.  I do not have an 

independent recollection of where the fan was plugged in. 

 One thing we know is, you said before I showed you the specific plug, 

you said “both fans were plugged in there”.  That is what you said?  Am I right, 

today?   ---  I do not recall it, My Lady, but if Mr Nel says that that is so, then I 

believe him. 

 Why can you not recall it?  It happened two minutes ago.  When we 

started you said, “both fans were plugged into the extension cord.”  Now you 

want to say that you cannot remember.  Why?   ---  My Lady, my memory is not 

very good at the moment.  I am under a lot of pressure sitting here.  It is not 

easy.  I am defending for my life and I have... if I tell the truth and you ask me 

five minutes later again what I asked... what you asked me, I will probably tell 

you the same thing because I am not trying to lie.  If I say I do not have an 

independent recollection of where the fan was plugged in, for something so 

insignificant as to where the fan was plugged in, all I can say is that the fans 

were both on. 

 It is not so insignificant, Mr Pistorius.  It will show that you are lying and 

it is very significant.   ---  I understand the point that it is significant, My Lady.  

It is a significant thing, but the act of plugging in a fan and putting a fan on, a 

year and a half ago, I cannot remember. 

 But one thing we can agree on you and me, is that that fan was not 

plugged into that extension?   ---  I do not know if I can agree with that, 

My Lady. 



 Is it possible that it was?   ---  It is possible that it was, My Lady.  I am 

not sure if [intervenes] 

 Is it probable that it was?  In all probability you would have plugged it in 

there?   ---  I am not sure where I would have plugged it in.  I know that both 

the fans were running, My Lady. 

 Are you telling the court that your other fan’s cord is long enough to go 

in between the legs of that one from the power source in the corner of the 

room?   ---  My Lady, I do not... I have not thought about where I plugged in 

what fan.  I know that both the fans were working.  So they were... if the fan’s 

length of the one cord is not long enough to fit in a power source, then it is 

obvious that both of them were in the extension cord. 

 Yes.  Yes.  Let us do that.  Now can we just go to the other photograph 

please.  This My Lady, will be 187 and 56. I apologise My Lady, it is 61. 

COURT:  61? 

MR NEL:  Yes, My Lady.  Now can you see that power... the plug of that 

fan?   ---  I can see the plug of the fan, My Lady. 

 It is a two point plug?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 That was not plugged into the extension, because there is no place to 

put it in.   ---  I see it has got a very long cord, My Lady, but as I said I do not 

remember which power source it was plugged into. 

 No, but no, no.  That is not the answer, Mr... that is not an answer to 

my question.  The question is, do you agree that was not plugged into the 

extension?   ---  My Lady, I have said I do not remember which plug was... 



which fan was plugged in which power source.  I remember them both being 

plugged in at the extension. 

 Let us [intervenes]   ---  That was the reason for having the extension 

was because the cords were not long enough to reach the wall.  So I had an 

extension for that reason.  So as far as I can remember and what would make 

logical sense to me, is that the fans were plugged in.  This is not where I 

moved the fan that evening.  I do not walk and put the fan in the corner of the 

room with the plug out.  So I cannot say if the plug was plugged in at an 

extension power source, or at the wall behind this cabinet.   

 I see.   ---  But what I can say is that this was not where I left the fan. 

 Let us just go back to the previous photograph and just zoom into the 

plug on the extension cord.  You see?  There is no way that another double 

plug can be plugged in there.  It is  two, three-point plug that is available, 

nothing else.  Do you agree with me?   --- I agree that… …[No audio 14:41:14] 

…My Lady, the time of this photo it would be impossible to put another two 

prong plug into that adaptor, because... or the two spots that there seem to be 

available, are both taken. I agree with that. 

 But then you are lying.  Then that other fan was never plugged in there 

or on, or used that day.   ---  My Lady, I can simply say I remember [No audio 

14:41:41] both of the plugs being plugged in there, if I am not [indistinct] the 

one plug is [indistinct] another [indistinct] that [indistinct]   

 But you see unfortunately I have to just deal with this a little further.  

The other fan, if you never unplugged the other fan on your version...   ---  I 



never unplugged any fan on my version, My Lady.  It is possible that when I 

ran to the balcony to call for help, that I tripped over a fan cord.  It is possible 

that I pushed the fan aside.  I do not have a memory of moving the fans. 

 No but... you see again I understand and we are in the same position 

where we are creating a version.  You never ran from the door?  Never.  When 

did you run from the door?  

COURT:  From which door?   

MR NEL:  He is saying “when I ran from the door”.  Is that what you said?   ---

  No, I said when I ran to the balcony. 

 To the balcony, but did you run from that area to the bathroom?   ---

  Yes, I did, My Lady. 

 When?   ---  I ran from the... I ran... when I put my prosthetic legs on I 

turned around.  When I ran to the... when I ran from the bathroom I ran on to 

the balcony.  I pulled the curtains open, I opened the doors and I shouted for 

help.  After that I put my prosthetic legs on which is right there where the fans 

would have been placed... where between the fans would have been... my legs 

were between where the fans were and where the plugs would have been 

plugged in for the extension.  I do not remember unplugging a fan.   

 But if we look at the other fan, let us say... which is not so.  You are 

trying to adapt your evidence.  Let us say it was plugged behind the wall 

behind the music centre in a plug, that would not have been in your way if you 

walked past it and it would not have ended up where it is lying there, on your 

version?   ---  On my version the fan was never there to start off with, My Lady. 



 Oh.  So a policeman moved the fan to there? Or somebody moved the 

fan to there, knowing that your evidence will be that the fan was in the door?   -

--  I do not think the police or anyone knew what my version was at the time of 

taking these photos, My Lady. 

 Why would they move it then?   ---  My Lady, they probably moved the 

fan so that they could spread out... if you look at other photos where they 

spread out my duvet, they had to move things.  So at no point when they were 

busy with Hilton Botha’s investigation until the point that I tendered my 

statement and during the bail, did they know my version.  So I am not saying 

that they deliberately moved the fan, because they did not know the fan was 

part of where the... where the accident happened, but the fan was moved.  I 

did not place it there.  If I had brought it in, I faced it towards the bed.  I would 

not have faced it... I would not have placed it to face the curtains. 

 I know what you are saying.  But you see why it is important is in your 

bail application you mentioned one thing and you now over lunch break read 

your bail application statement, and there is only mention of one fan, am I 

right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Only in your plea explanation did you talk about ‘fans’, more than one.  

Am I right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Why?   ---  My Lady, as I said there were things that were left out.  

When Mr Nel started his cross examination on my bail, I told my counsel 

everything that happened, everything that I could remember at that time.  It 

was if I remember correctly two days after the incident.  I have obviously given 



him a lot more detail since February last year.  What they decided to put into 

my statement was what they decided to put in.  They did not include every 

single aspect.  I understand that they did not talk of the plural ‘fans’.  If I could 

go back I wish they did.  But I cannot change my evidence because it does not 

suit me in my bail transcript.  I have to tell the truth.  So because of what was 

written in my statement, if it suited me I would stick to everything that was 

written there, but the truth is that there were two fans, and even if it does not 

suit me to say it, to talk about it now, I have to talk about the extra information.  

The bail is but a summary of what happened that evening. 

 I hear you [intervenes]   ---  And I would rather place my... I would 

rather place all the evidence in front of the court now, even if it is not in my 

favour, because it is not what is in the bail and I understand I will be taken 

apart because of that.  But that is the evidence.  I cannot change the truth. 

 Mr Pistorius, I know that you have rehearsed that answer and you 

wanted to give it.  Let us stick to the answers.  The fact is, do you agree with 

me that that fan was never plugged into the power source... into the lead that 

one can see under the tripod fan?  Do you agree with me as far as that is 

concerned?   ---  My Lady, I believe I have answered this question three times.  

I do not remember where I plugged which fan in. 

 But that is not the question.  I never asked you what you did.  

Mr Pistorius, you are not listening.  You have got long answers, long 

arguments, you are not listening.  It is not good for you.  I will argue this.  

Listen to the question.  The question is the following:  do you agree with me 



that that fan was not plugged into the lead?   ---  My Lady, I have listened to Mr 

Nel’s question.  I cannot agree with him because I do not remember. 

 Let us just go back.  Show me, please.  Let us just go back to that 

other photo.  Let us not...show me where it was.  If you cannot remember, 

show me.   ---  I cannot show Mr Nel if I cannot remember, My Lady. 

 But because it is impossible.  You cannot tell me you cannot 

remember, it is impossible. 

COURT:  Mr Nel ...[intervened]  

MR NEL:  Where was it plugged in?   ---  I do not remember where it was 

plugged in, My Lady.  I do not have a [intervenes] 

 But it was not plugged in there?   ---  Well, at the time of this photo, 

what I am saying is that this extension was full.  If the plug was plugged in at 

the extension at the time, then I understand then the plug was... it must have 

been plugged in at the TV cabinet.  That is what I am saying.  I say I do not 

have a memory or a recollection of where I plugged in which fan.  It was... 

most of the time most of the fans were plugged in here.  If I had to use a plug 

from this extension for another purpose, then I would have plugged the fan in 

somewhere else.  What I can remember is I brought in two fans that night.  I 

put the tripod fan up and I put the smaller fan in underneath it.  I would not 

have placed the fan there if it was not plugged in. 

 Mr Pistorius, let us deal with something else.  We will get back to this.  

You referred in your plea explanation to this incident, or this occurrence as “an 

accident”.  Is that correct?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 



 What was the accident?   ---  The accident was that I discharged my 

firearm in the belief that an intruder was coming out to attack me, My Lady. 

 So the discharge was not accidental?   Or was the discharge 

accidental?  ---  The discharge was accidental, My Lady.  I believed that 

somebody was coming out.  I believed the noise that I heard inside the toilet 

was somebody coming out to attack me, or to take my life. 

 No.  Do you know what an ‘accidental discharge’ is?   --- Mr Nel, would 

like to explain to me what an ‘accidental discharge’ is, My Lady  [intervenes] 

 You know [intervenes]   ---  My understanding is that I did not intend to 

discharge my firearm. 

 Okay, no then you do.  So you never intended to shoot the 

intruders?   ---  I never intended to shoot anyone, My Lady.  I got a fright from 

a noise that I heard inside the toilet.  I perceived it to be somebody coming out 

to attack me.  That is what I believed. 

 But we can think that away.  The fact that they attacked you never 

caused you to shoot at them.  We can think that away today, on day one.  You 

never fired at the intruders because they intend to attack you, the gun went off 

accidentally?  And please, if you do not understand the question, I want to 

repeat it because it is day one and it is very important.   ---  Mr Nel, please 

repeat the question because, My Lady, I do not understand. 

 Okay, I will.  You never fired your gun at the intruders with intention to 

shoot at them?   ---  My Lady, as I said, I was not meaning to shoot anyone.  I 

went to the bathroom so I could put myself between what I perceived was 



danger and Reeva. To approach... in the time that I did, I did not have much 

time to think.  I was not... I dealt with a set of circumstances that I was trying to 

deal with.  When I got to the door I was unsure if there was somebody on a 

ladder or behind the door.  I stood [intervenes] 

 I am going to be rude, Mr Pistorius, but I have warned you before.  You 

are giving evidence, you are not answering.  You have had an opportunity.  

My Lady, with the utmost respect, I have to do it, you had your opportunity.  

You are trying to give me a version every time.  The fact is, did you shoot at 

the intruders with the intention to shoot them?   ---  My Lady, I shot because I 

was at that point with that... that split moment I believed somebody was 

coming out to attack me, that is what made me fire my... out of fear.  I did not 

have time to think.  I discharged my firearm. 

 So let us make it easier.  Because you feared, you shot at them?  Am I 

right, or am I wrong and you have to please... this is important.   --- I did not 

shoot at anyone.  I did not intend to shoot at someone.  I shot out of fear, 

My Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, please.  Okay, let me rather do something different.  Are 

you feeling okay?   ---  I am not feeling okay, My Lady. 

 Okay, then you will use it as an excuse.  What is wrong?   --- My life is 

on the line, My Lady.  I need to answer and understand the questions that are 

being posed to me. 

 No, but [intervenes] 

COURT:  Hold on.  Hold on.   ---  I am trying to answer them in the best 



manner I can.  I did not shoot at someone.  I did not shoot or intend to kill 

anyone.  When I heard a noise I believed that there was someone at that point 

already in the toilet because I had heard the door slam.  When I heard the 

noise come from the toilet, I believed that a person was coming out, or persons 

were coming out to attack me. 

MR NEL:  Okay.   ---  I did not have time to think about what I was doing. 

 No, you see it is not that easy.  I mean you... you know where we 

started?  And the record will... luckily we have got a record.  The record will 

be... “I discharged my firearm accidentally”.  It went off by accident.  That is 

where we started now.  Now we moved a full circle and now you say 

[intervenes] 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, he never said that he discharged his firearm.  He said... 

he was asked what does he mean by an ‘accident’.  He never said that he 

discharged it accidentally.  It was the state putting that to him and he then 

explained his version.  It was never his answer. 

COURT:  I am not sure you are correct, Mr Roux.  I am not sure you are 

correct.  I have it down here, unless I also misunderstood his answer.  “I 

discharged the firearm accidentally.” 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, then I did not... because I understood it differently.  I will 

listen to it and then come back to you in the morning. 

MR NEL:  I agree on hundred percent with the court’s note.  I have the exact 

same note.  We can listen to it 20 times, but I agree with the court.  So now I 

am asking you and we have five more minutes Mr Pistorius, did your gun 



accidentally go off, or did you fire at the intruders? It is easy.   --- My Lady, my 

firearm was in my possession.  I was... I had my finger on the trigger... it was 

an accident what happened.  I agree with that.  I did not intend to shoot 

anyone.  I shot... I fired my firearm before I could think.  Before I even had a 

moment to comprehend what was happening, I believed someone was coming 

out the toilet. 

 You see... okay.  I will have to ask it in a way that you understand it.  

The only way... was the only way out for you to shoot this intruder, to protect 

yourself?   Yes, or no?   ---  I did not have time to think about shooting an 

intruder, or not shooting an intruder, My Lady. 

 You know, Mr Pistorius, I am going to go through your evidence.  It is 

minute detail about when I go slower, or when I go faster, what I do, but just on 

this point, you do not know.  You did not have time to think.   ---  No, I 

[intervenes] 

 The court will not accept it, Mr Pistorius.  Let us try again.  Let just get 

one thing out of the way.  Did your gun go off accidentally?  Yes, or no?   ---

  My Lady, when I fired my firearm I believed that someone was coming out of 

the toilet to attack me.  I do not know how to put it in a different way.  I do not 

know what the implications of what Mr Nel is asking me about, if my firearm 

went off accidentally or not accidentally.  I pulled the trigger at that moment 

when I heard the noise.  I did not have time to think about what was 

happening.  I knew that somebody... or I thought that somebody was coming 

out to attack me.  That is what I thought. 



 Now you see [intervenes]   ---  It is easy for me to sit back now and 

think back to that day and what I would have done, and what I could have done 

and if I had granted all the time in the world, but at that time I did not.  I had to 

deal with the situation that I found myself in.  I believed that I was going to be 

attacked.  I believed I was going to... my life was in danger... these very 

thoughts were going through my mind of what could have happened to Reeva.  

There have been people tied up in our estate before and assaulted.  I had 

many, many thoughts.  When I heard the noise I did not have time to think.  So 

I do not know if the... I do not know if by me saying I fired my firearm 

accidentally what that means.  I can say when I heard a noise inside the toilet, 

before thinking, out of fear, I fired four shots.  When I realised the scale of what 

was happening, I stopped firing and I stood there and I was in shock.  I do not 

know if I fired my gun accidentally or not. 

 Mr Pistorius, please.  You have given your evidence.  I will stop you 

every time now, because I have warned you.  Why are you emotional now?  

Now that the question is so difficult, why are you emotional?  What happened 

now? 

COURT:  No, hold on, hold on.  Hold on. 

MR NEL:  He is emotional, My Lady.  May I just ask [intervenes] 

COURT:  It is fine.  It is fine.  He may be emotional, but I do not think you can 

ask him why now.  He has been emotional throughout. 

MR NEL:  I will abide with the court’s finding and I will not pursue that question, 

but may I then ... and we are almost at the time for the adjournment and I am 



not going to go away.  You are thinking of implications of an answer, am I 

right?  You said that on two times.  I do not know what the implications of Mr 

Nel’s question and my answer would be.  That is what is bothering you, the 

implication of the answer, am I right?   ---  My Lady, I understand that, but what 

I am saying it is not just a physical accident.  It is not just a physical movement 

of what happened that night.  It is not just a firing of a firearm and the firearm 

went off by accident.  What I am saying is that at that time I did not know what 

to think.  I fired into the toilet door which was... I believed somebody coming 

out to attack me.  I would not have had any way... if the person was armed or 

unarmed, to protect myself.   

 Mr Pistorius, I do not know what you are answering.  My question was, 

are you thinking of the implications of the answer.  Yes, or no?  That was the 

answer and you give me this version.   --- My Lady, if I was sitting here and I 

was to think of every implication of what I say, it would be reckless.  My life is 

on the line.  Of course I think of every single word I say when I am sitting here. 

 But Reeva does not have a life anymore, because of what you have 

done.  She is not alive anymore.  So please, listen to the questions and give us 

the truth, and not think of the implications for you, Mr Pistorius.  Now I am 

repeating the question.  Is the implication of the answer bothering you?   ---

  My Lady, all I can say is what happened.  I need to say it as it did happen.  At 

the time when I fired the shots, I did not have time to think.  I do not know if 

that... if it was by accident, yes, then I fired by accident.  I did not intend to 

shoot into or... I did not intend to shoot at anyone. 



 You never intended to shoot [intervenes]   ---  So then if it is on that 

basis, I agree.  Then I did.  Then it was an... then it was an accident in the way 

I discharged the firearm.  I cannot say I intended to shoot. 

 You never purposefully fired shots into the door?   ---  No, My Lady, I 

did not. 

 Okay, and that is where we will stop today.  But, I unfortunately will 

have to show you something.  My Lady, I will be referring to the bail application 

and Mr Pistorius, please open it at page 65.  That is EXHIBIT D, My Lady.  It is 

the bail application.  Are you there, sir?   ---  I am My Lady. 

 Line 21.  Let us start at line 19.  My Lady, I will read it into the record. 

 “I felt trapped as my bedroom door was locked and I have limited 

mobility on my stumps.  I fired shots at the toilet door and 

shouted to Reeva.” 

Why would you say that?   ---  That is correct, My Lady, that is what I said in 

my bail. 

 Why?   ---  I do not understand the question Mr Nel is posting to me. 

 Why would you say you shot at the door, and today you said you never 

did?   ---  I think it is obvious My Lady, that I shot at the door. 

 No.  Okay.  So when you said in your bail application you shot at the 

door, it is because it was so obvious?   ---  I am not denying shooting at the 

door, My Lady. 

 You did.   ---  I said I fired at the door.  I said I fired shots at the toilet 

door, that is what I did. 



 No, sir, you cannot get away, Mr Pistorius.  I just asked you aquestion.  

Did you deliberately fire into the door and you said, no.  Then I read to you the 

bail application and now you changed it.  Why?   --- My Lady, it is not that I did 

not do it.  I did not say I did not do it.  I said I did not deliberately do it.  I never 

said I did not do it. 

 But in your bail application you said you fired shots at the door, and 

that was because it was obvious?   ---  No, that is because it was the facts.  

That is the truth of what happened and I have not changed.  I still say I fired 

the shots at the door.  

 My Lady, it is [intervenes]   ---  That is what I said then and it is what I 

say now, My Lady. 

 Are you done, sir?   ---  I am My Lady. 

 It is just past three, My Lady.  Would that be an opportune moment? 

COURT:  The court will adjourn. 
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OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS:  (s.u.o.)      



COURT:  Mr Nel. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  As the court pleases, 

M'Lady. Mr Pistorius, if we deal with the scene of the evening of 13 to 14 

February, you were only two people in the house. Am I correct?  ‑‑‑  That is 

correct, M'Lady. 

 The one person was killed by you. So, you are the only remaining 

person that can tell us what happened in that house.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 And if we… in an attempt to evaluate your relationship, we relied on 

what you say, because the other person in this relationship was killed by you. 

Am I right?  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 But we at least have Whatsapp that you wrote.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 Now, I have had a look at your relationship in a bit more detail in 

January/February. How would you explain your… describe your relationship in 

January/February of 2013?  ‑‑‑  I describe my relationship with Reeva 

as…[Indistinct audio 09:36:06 – 09:36:28]…between our relationship was in the 

beginning of January and couple of weeks later towards the end of January, 

the beginning of February. 

 I also picked that up. End of January beginning of February that is 

where there were arguments and those arguments is all about you, what is 

important to you. Do you want to comment on that?  ‑‑‑  I think our … 

COURT:  What is the answer?  ‑‑‑  Sorry, I think our relationship got stronger, 



M'Lady. I… I read the messages, the Whatsapp messages. We did have 

arguments. They were not arguments that turned into fights or anything like 

that, be we did have arguments, M'Lady. 

MR NEL:  But you will agree with me apart from ‘I miss you boo-boo, ba-ba, 

you never wrote a long message telling her how you felt about her. 

COURT:  Did you say never? 

MR NEL:  I said so, M'Lady. Except the response, there is a response to the 

…[intervenes]  

COURT:  Did you… sorry, in which months? Which months are you looking at? 

MR NEL:  January/February, M'Lady.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I was not very… I was on my 

phone for a lot of other reasons during the day that I would rather pick up the 

phone. If you look at my call logs how many calls I made to Reeva, they far 

outweigh the amounts of calls she made to me. So, I did not write… Mr Nel is 

right. I did not write any long messages to Reeva. I would prefer to discuss 

things with her when I saw her or… over the phone.  

 You know, Mr Pistorius, we did a search on all the Whatsapp’s. The 

phrase ‘I love you’ appear twice in Reeva’s Whatsapp’s. Both times she wrote 

that to her mother, never to you and you never to her. Am I right?  ‑‑‑  That is 

correct, M'Lady. I never got the opportunity to tell Reeva that I loved her. 

 Yes. Now, I put it to you again and I will go through that that for me 

there is a recurring theme in your arguments in January and February about 

things that are important to you and how you react. Will you at least agree that 

that was what the arguments were about? Will you?  ‑‑‑  I am just thinking 



about the arguments, M'Lady that… there were things that were important to 

me. Some of the arguments that we have been read into the… into the record 

were ways in which I reacted to situations that we were both in. So, they 

were… I can take responsibility for the arguments being my fault, shortcomings 

on my behalf.     

 Then I have also gone through your evidence because we had now 

have it available and I say that your life is just about you, what is important to 

Oscar. Oscar should not get into trouble. This should not get into the media. 

You were very concerned about what is good for Oscar.  ‑‑‑  I was very 

concerned for both of our futures, M'Lady. 

 Let us just… Mr Pistorius, you started your evidence off in this court 

with an apology. Am I right?  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Now, that was more than a year after the event.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 What did you apologise for?  ‑‑‑  I apologised, if I can remember, for 

the sorrow that I have… for the sorrow that I have caused the Steenkamp 

family and their friends. I remember apologising for the emptiness which they 

feel. 

 Did you feel better after the apology?  ‑‑‑  I do not think I could feel 

better, M'Lady, but I am… I have not had the opportunity to apologise to them. 

So, it is something I have wanted to do for a very long time and I think it is… it 

was the right thing to do. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, if that… if you were wanting to do it, why would 



you create a spectacle in court in the public domain, in the public eye 

apologise and not in private? Why would you do that?  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I have not 

had the opportunity to meet the Steenkamps. I do not think they have been 

ready. I also have been struggling to… I do not know what words I thought 

about saying to them. I do not… I do not think half the words I wanted to say to 

them came out the way that I… if I could have… remembered an eloquent 

speech and apologise to them I would have done so, but I have not had the 

opportunity to… 

 Again, Mr Pistorius, you never thought about them. You never thought 

how they would feel, sitting in the public gallery of a court whilst you make an 

apology. Did you think how they would experience that or did it only matter 

about Pistorius, Oscar Pistorius?  ‑‑‑  I did think about them, M'Lady.  

 Did you think how they would feel if you do it whilst they are sitting in 

public in the glare of everybody, Mr Pistorius?  ‑‑‑  I did, M'Lady. 

 And what did you think about that?  ‑‑‑  I thought that it must be very 

difficult for them and to… M'Lady, to look at somebody who has taken their 

daughter’s life and to hear that person apologise.     

 So why did you go on? Why did you put them through this? Why were 

you not humble enough to do it in private? Arrange something, talk to 

somebody about it and do it in private? You were not humble enough to do 

that.  ‑‑‑  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 Why did you not do it?  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, my counsel has been in contact 

with the Steenkamps’ legal representatives and they were not ready to meet 



with me, M'Lady, which I understand. So, that is why it was not done. 

 At court, did you try? You know that other people spoke to Ms 

Steenkamp. Did you try and do it?  ‑‑‑  I did not think it would be appropriate, 

M'Lady in front of everyone that is here at… 

 And then you do it when the whole world is on you, every… every 

person listening to this court, it was appropriate to do it then. How can that be?  

‑‑‑  I am not sure if it was appropriate, M'Lady, but that was what I thought was 

best. So, that is what I did. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, you never… you could not face them, because 

facing them in private would mean that you have to take responsibility and you 

do not want to.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I would love to have the opportunity one day to 

meet Reeva’s parents. I never got that opportunity before. I do not think that 

they would ever want to meet me. I do not… I completely understand where 

they are coming from. It is not that I have not thought about them. 

 What did you apologise for? You apologise for a tragedy.  ‑‑‑  I 

apologise for their sorrow, for their emptiness. I apologise for taking their 

daughter’s life. 

 Where is that? I do not see it. You see if you said ‘I apologise for killing 

Reeva’, I do not see that. You say… It is a record, M'Lady, page 1358 from 

lines 18. It starts with: 

“I would like to apologise and say there is a lot of 

moments and there has not been a moment since… since 

this tragedy happened that I have not thought about your 



family. I wake up every morning and you are the first 

people I think of. I think of you, the first people I pray for. I 

cannot imagine the pain and sorrow and the emptiness 

that I have caused you and your family. I was simply 

trying to protect Reeva. I can promise that when she went 

to bed that night she felt loved.” 

There is no… the word ‘I am sorry I killed her’ is not there. You are sorry that 

you have to think of them. You are sorry for their pain and sorrow, but you are 

not sorry that you killed their daughter. It is not in there.  ‑‑‑  No, I am terribly 

sorry that I took the life of their daughter, M'Lady. 

 Now you say that. Now Mr Pistorius, let us… you have been through 

these Whatsapp messages with your counsel, but I want to take you through 

them now. M'Lady, that is ZZ and page… it is the red one there, Mr Pistorius, 

that one. Could you open that at… in the bottom right corner at 223 of 343? 

You see it, page 223? It is the Whatsapp message. You have been through it 

in your evidence-in-chief. It is the message of the 27th of January. I am not 

going to ask you to read the whole message again. But before I go there, I 

unfortunately have one more question about the apology. Did you write down 

your apology on a piece of paper?  ‑‑‑  No, I did not, M'Lady. 

 Did you not take a piece of paper into the box and wanted to read it?  

‑‑‑  No, M'Lady. 

 Okay. Now, Mr Pistorius, I will read it and I will just ask you questions 

here and there.  



“I am not 100% sure why I am sitting down to type a 

message to you, but perhaps it says a lot about what is 

going on here.” 

What was going on there?  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, this was… she is talking about what is 

going here, about what is going on in our relationship that if she had to send 

me a message first. It might… what she is implying is that maybe she has to 

send me a message first. Maybe that says a lot about our relationship. 

 Ja, or that it is all about you.  

“Today was one of my best friend’s engagement and I 

wanted to stay longer. I was enjoying myself, but it is over 

now. You have picked on me incessantly.” 

So, that is not what happened the previous day.  

“You have picked on me incessantly.” 

What is that about?  ‑‑‑  I cannot remember, M'Lady. 

 I know you would not and you know, Mr Pistorius, we do not have her 

here. This is her voice. It is the only voice we have. Picked on her incessantly 

must mean what it says: over days in your relationship you picked on her or 

what does it mean?  ‑‑‑  I do not think it is… I understand the context and it 

says that, M'Lady, but I had a very close relationship with Reeva. There will be 

people that will come and testify that I… I did not pick on her in any way. I 

understand what she writes here, but I was good to Reeva.  

 Okay. What I hear and I will give you an opportunity to explain. ‘There 

will people that will come here to say that I never picked on her.’ Is that what 



you are saying?  ‑‑‑  I said there will people who will come here who will say 

that we had a good relationship, M'Lady and …[intervenes]  

 But that is not what you said. That is why I tested you. What you said 

is: ‘There will people that would be coming here to say that I never picked on 

her’, because nobody can tell that. That would be between you two.  ‑‑‑  I never 

picked on her, M'Lady. 

 So she lied?  ‑‑‑  I do not think she lied, M'Lady. 

 She must have. If you never picked on her and she put it there, Reeva 

lied.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, when Reeva sent me this message her feelings were hurt. 

She said other things in this message. Here she said: ‘Sometimes I get scared 

of you.’ She said: ‘You picked… you have picked on me incessantly.’ She has 

mentioned here where I got short with her. When… in this message she was 

obviously upset and she was upset that I had not taken… I had not contacted 

her first. So, I understand that is what she said. 

 But I hear what you are saying, Mr Pistorius. I can also read this. What 

we have to tell each other now is if she… if she would say here:  

“You have picked on me incessantly since you got back 

from Cape Town”,  

that is untrue. Am I right?  ‑‑‑  I do not feel like I picked on her incessantly, 

M'Lady. I feel like maybe we were having a rough time in our relationship, but 

…[intervenes]  

 Mr Pistorius, with the utmost respect, I never asked you what you feel 

like. I said that must be untrue. Am I right, Mr Pistorius? Answer that question. 



That is the only question I want you to answer.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, Mr Nel is right. 

 And …[intervenes]  

COURT:  I did not hear that.  ‑‑‑  He is right, M'Lady. I did not pick on her 

incessantly. 

MR NEL:  That was untrue, okay.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Okay. 

“And I understand that you are sick, but it is nasty.” 

With the ‘nasty’ you say… do you agree with me she is referring to the picking 

on her?  ‑‑‑  I agree, M'Lady. 

 So, that also is untrue, because that now refers to the picking. So, we 

have got two things where she has lied.  

“Yesterday was not nice for either of us, but we managed 

to pull through and communicate well enough to show our 

care for each other is greater than the drama that 

attacked us.” 

Now what would that drama be?  ‑‑‑  I do not recall, M'Lady. I think the night 

before we were at… if I can go back I can maybe put it in context, but I… I am 

not sure what the night before… what we were doing the night before. 

“I was not flirting with anyone today.” 

You must have said that she was flirting with someone.  ‑‑‑  I did, M'Lady. 

 Okay, you said she was… so, you… what did you tell her? What did 

you say to her?  ‑‑‑  Well, we had an argument at the place before we left, 

before she wrote this message to me. I have said to her that I felt that she was 



flirting with the gentleman she was talking to and made me upset. I guess a 

part of me was a little bit jealous or insecure and so I said to her that I felt that 

she was flirting with… with him and it did hurt my feelings. So this is the 

premises of this message that she sent me. We were driving and I dropped her 

off. There were other people in the car. So, we could not really speak and I 

thought that that afternoon I would rather just let it cool off and I would talk to 

her later in the day and then she sent me this message first. So, she was just 

saying ‘I was not flirting with anyone today’. I did think that she was, but I 

understood after this in the messages that we would sent that she explained 

who the person was and after that I was… we moved on. 

 Where… after that we now know that you accused her of flirting with 

somebody. 

“I feel sick that you suggested that and that you made a 

scene at the table and made us leave early.” 

So, you made a public scene. What was that about?  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, we left this 

engagement party whilst most of the people were leaving. I did not know 

Reeva wanted to stay later. She knew that I had training that afternoon and 

that I had to go for lunch. She wanted to spend more time. This was Mr 

Fresco’s engagement party. She says in the beginning of the message here 

she says: 

“Today was one of my best friend’s engagement.” 

He was one of my closest friends as well, M'Lady. It was both of our friends. 

When she sent this message to me I understand that there are many points 



here where… where her back is up against the wall and she takes offence to 

what I said. I am not saying that she is lying in everything that she said here. I 

was… I did think that she was flirting with someone. We can go through the 

whole message and we can …[intervenes]  

 We are going to.  ‑‑‑  I can explain or I can try and explain. 

 No, no. No, no, Mr… do not explain. Please let us… let us rather today 

ask questions and get answers. Is that okay?  ‑‑‑  Yes, M'Lady. 

 Okay, because I already got one answer. You said:  

“I had to go to training. She knew I had to go to lunch.”  

So, it is all about ‘I’. It is all about Mr Pistorius. She knew. Why did she not 

run? Is that what you meant? That is what she is trying to say and you… you 

agree. ‘I had to go to training. I had to go to lunch.’ It is about you.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, 

that… I had things that I needed to do that day. I do not understand what Mr 

Nel means when he says that why did not she have to go run. I had plans that 

day. It was a Saturday if I remember correctly. I have got training on a 

Saturday, usually in the morning. I postponed it to the afternoon and I had 

plans that I needed to attend.   

 Thank you. I now have three eyes. ‘I had training. I had to go to lunch. I 

had plans’. What was the scene about? What scene did… or let us say that is 

untrue again. We will mark all the untruths, no problem.  ‑‑‑  No, that was true. 

There was… if you read further down the message she says that she was 

tickling my neck or my hair and I was agitated and that was what she 

interpreted in ‘making a scene’. 



  Okay. So, you brushed her off in public?  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Okay. Then we go on. 

“I am terribly disappointed in how the day ended and how 

you left me.” 

That is important. You just dropped her off and left. You did not spend time 

there and try and resolve this. You dropped her off and you left.  ‑‑‑  That is 

correct, M'Lady. 

 Was it not important enough for you to do, to sort it out?  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, 

we did sort it out. It was not that it was such a big issue that it was not going to 

be resolved. It was not that this was the end of our relationship. I dropped her 

off, because she had her friend with her. It was not the time for us to talk. I had 

plans later in the day. I do not know if she had plans, but I wish I did stay and 

sort things out with her then. 

 Again, ‘I’ here. ‘I had plans. It was not important. It was not a big issue’, 

but that ‘big issue’ must have only been for you, because clearly it was a big 

issue for her. Am I right? Because she sat down and wrote this Whatsapp. It 

was a big issue for her.  ‑‑‑  It was a big issue for her, M'Lady, but if you look to 

the next message, it says: 

“Please let me know when I can call you.” 

I did want to resolve it. It was not that I just let her write this message and did 

not want to communicate with her. 

 No, but Mr Pistorius, please, we have been through this yesterday. 

Listen to the questions and we answer these questions. We are busy with this. 



We will get to all those things. Now, let us just carry on. I will just use whatever 

you said as an answer.  

“We are living a double standard relationship. Where you 

could be mad or can be mad about how I deal with stuff, 

where you are very quick to act cold and offish when you 

are unhappy.” 

That was not the first instance that she spoke about this double standard. It is 

has been a double standard throughout your relationship if I read it.  ‑‑‑  I think 

this is the first time she mentioned ‘double standard’ M'Lady, but it implies that 

she feels that that is sometimes how our relationship was. 

 Was it like that or is she wrong?  ‑‑‑  I think we were very different 

people, M'Lady. I was maybe a bit more sensitive towards some things and 

she did not speak to me when something was hurting her and that made her 

feel like there were double standards in the relationship. 

 So, at least she was correct there?  ‑‑‑  She was correct there, M'Lady. 

“Every five seconds I hear how you dated another chick. 

You really have dated a lot of people, yet you get upset if I 

mention one funny story with a long-term boyfriend.” 

She is correct there?  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Oh. 

“I do everything to make you happy and to not say 

anything to rock the boat with you”, 

saying that it is all about you.  ‑‑‑  I think she is talking about herself there, 



M'Lady. She says: ‘I do everything to make you happy’, talking about herself 

what she does for me. 

 Ja, but it is for you.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 But then she is saying... that is what she is doing. She is doing 

everything to make you happy, like Oscar happy and then she said: 

“You do everything to throw tantrums in front of people.”  

Now tell me about that tantrum.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I do not… I had never thrown a 

tantrum in front of other people. I have maybe brushed Reeva off at that 

function, maybe at another time when we were at sports awards, her and I we 

had a disagreement where I explained where we left. I think she was feeling at 

the time when she wrote this message, she was feeling upset and she 

exaggerated on some of the things that she said. So… 

 Again, we cannot ask her, but we can say to the court that according to 

you she… she is lying. You have never thrown a tantrum in front of people. Is it 

correct?  ‑‑‑  I would not say she is lying, M'Lady. I just said there was an 

exaggeration.  

 Exaggeration by her because you have never thrown a tantrum.  

“I have been upset by you for two days now.” 

---  M'Lady, I never said I have never thrown a tantrum, but I am saying… you 

do… in the context of this message she said: ‘You do everything to throw 

tantrums in front of people.’ That had not happen. So, all I am saying is that 

that was an exaggeration. I did not say that I have never thrown a tantrum 

before. 



 You see that so? You did. Everybody taking notes in this court would 

tell you that that is what you said. When I put it to you, you said: ‘I have never 

thrown a tantrum in front of people before.’ That is what you said.  ‑‑‑  Then I 

correct myself. I am sorry, M'Lady. That is not what I meant. 

 Okay. You know I could go… I could be ruthless and say that you lied 

and now you are fixing up a lie, but please Mister, I do not want to be like that.  

COURT:  And you cannot.  

MR NEL:  Listen to the questions. 

COURT:  You cannot in any event.  

MR NEL:  Yes, but listen to the questions and answer them. Do not answer 

whatever you want to, because you said: ‘I have never thrown a tantrum in 

front of people.’ That is what you said. I am testing your version. That must 

have been a lie then. Do you see what I am getting at?  ‑‑‑  Was Mr Nel asking 

me a question, M'Lady? 

 Yes.  ‑‑‑  I …[intervenes]  

 Why did you say you never throw tantrums in front of people?  ‑‑‑  I 

said if I had said that I do not remember saying it and I would like to correct 

myself. I had not thrown a tantrum in front of people with Reeva, but I 

understood that he said that I had never thrown a tantrum in my life and for 

that I wanted to correct it. 

“I have been upset with you for two days now. I am so 

upset I left Darren’s party early. So upset, cannot get that 

day back. I am scared of you sometimes.” 



Why would she be scared of you?  ‑‑‑  I think she is scared of the feelings that 

she has for me and the way that I brushed her off. 

 Just say that again. She is scared of what?  ‑‑‑  I think she is scared of 

the feelings that we had… that she had for me, M'Lady. She says: ‘I am scared 

of you sometimes and how you snap at me and of how you will react to me’. 

She is obviously scared of… of the way that I react. She thinks she does at 

times. 

 Ja. So, she is not scared about feelings. She is scared about how you 

react to what she does. That is what she is scared about. Why, why would she 

be scared?  ‑‑‑  Because …[intervenes]   

 What would you do?  ‑‑‑  It would hurt her feelings about the way I 

would react, M'Lady. 

 Shout at her, scream at her?  ‑‑‑  No, I never shouted or screamed at 

her. I think it is the way in which the situation… she said: ‘I am scared of you 

sometimes and how you snap at me.’ 

 But you screamed at Samantha Taylor before.  ‑‑‑  I do not ever 

remember screaming at Samantha Taylor, M'Lady. I asked or I screamed at 

one of her friends one day who was at my house who were in the Cape and I 

never screamed at Miss Taylor. 

 But you have heard her evidence. She said you screamed at her on 

various occasions.  ‑‑‑  I understand that, M'Lady. 

 And she was never asked about that. Why not?  ‑‑‑  I do not 

understand Mr Nel’s question. I am sorry, M'Lady. 



 Mr Roux never said that she is lying, it never happened.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, 

there were many things in Miss Taylor’s evidence that were lies that I do not 

think Mr Roux could keep up with what he was… with what was getting said 

there. So, I do not know if he… I cannot remember if he did or if he did not deal 

with… 

 He did… he did not. Why did you not correct it?  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I was 

sitting behind Mr Nel, behind Mr Roux and Mr Oldwage. When he was doing 

the cross-examination of Miss Taylor I do not have direct communication with 

him. I do not know why he did not bring it up, M'Lady. 

 Unfortunately I will stand still about five minutes on this. You… you 

were very active during the state’s case sending notes to your lawyers and… 

and so forth. Am I correct? When you heard something you would write a note 

and pass it forward. That happened on various occasions. Am I right?  ‑‑‑  

[Indistinct audio 10:06:49 – 10:06:51] 

 So, whenever there was a difficulty and you wanted something on the 

record, you would write a note and pass it on to your lawyer?  ‑‑‑   [Indistinct 

audio 10:06:58 – 10:07:10]… and I was not sure if they remembered, then I wrote 

a forward, It went to Mr Webber and Mr Webber then decided to send it 

forward or not. At times I think he did not want to distract Mr Oldwage or Mr 

Roux and many of the notes he did not send forward. 

 Did you send a note about Samantha Taylor lying about all the 

shouting and screaming at her?  ‑‑‑  I do not recall, M'Lady. 

 But why would you not have? It was about screaming. She said that. 



Why would you not… why would she not be cross-examined on that? It is 

significant what she said. Can you… do you know why it was not…?  ‑‑‑  I 

cannot explain. I do not know if I did write a note up, M'Lady. I do not if… I do 

not know if the question was put to her or if it was not put to her. 

 I put it to you it was not put to her and it is because it was true, 

otherwise Mr Roux would have cross-examined her up and down on the 

screams.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I never screamed at Miss Taylor. I have read her 

statement. There is very little truth in it and I did not… I do not remember if I 

wrote… I do not remember if I wrote a letter or a message up to Mr Webber 

and if I did I do not know if he passed it forward. 

 But again, this is not your mistake. You told… you told whoever wanted 

to know that you never screamed at her. You told your legal team. It is their 

fault that it was not put.  ‑‑‑  I do not remember, M'Lady. 

 You see, it was such significant evidence about your character when 

she said you screamed at her. She heard you screaming on lots of occasions 

at her and at her friends. Why was that not corrected?  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I… if I 

screamed at her I would have said so. I screamed at her friend at… her friend 

was drunk and disorderly at a get-together that I had and I asked her to leave. 

I… she… I did scream at her. If I had screamed at Miss Taylor I would say so, 

but I have never screamed at Miss Taylor or shouted at her. 

 Let us just carry on. I have made the point. 

“I am scared of you sometimes and how you snap at me 

and how you will react to me. You make me happy 90% of 



the time and I think we are amazing together, but I am not 

some other bitch you may now trying to kill your vibe… 

you may know trying to kill your vibe. I am the girl who let 

go with you even when I was scared out of my mind to. I 

am the girl who fell in love with you and wanted to tell you 

this weekend.” 

That is… that is a very significant issue. Is it not?  ‑‑‑  It is, M'Lady. 

 And you never followed that up in your Whatsapp.  ‑‑‑  I followed it up, 

M'Lady, if you look at the very next message. It says: ‘Please let me know when 

I can call you.’ 

 But then she did not want to talk to you. Am I right?  ‑‑‑  I do not 

remember, M'Lady. 

 Because you replied, just turn the page. We will get there. I just want to 

tell you: You replied and in your reply this significant issue: ‘I wanted to tell you 

that I love you’, was not met with the response ‘I love you, Reeva’ and anything 

like that.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I would never want to tell anybody over a text message 

for the first time that I love them. The next message I wrote says:  

“I want to talk to you and I want to sort this out”.  

That is how it starts. 

 You see, I understand what you are saying, but what is significant, Mr 

Pistorius …[intervenes]  

COURT:  The whispering again. 

MR NEL:  Am I whispering? I apologise. 



COURT:  Yes. 

MR NEL:  I understand what you say, but it is significant. She writes it: 

“I am the… I am the girl who fell in love with you and 

wanted to tell you this weekend.” 

Whatever you did in the past about rather talk to her or write a message to her 

was not this. The one significant event in your relationship, she wanted to tell 

you that she loved you.  ‑‑‑  It was very significant. 

 Why did you not deal with that? You did not care.  ‑‑‑  It is not true, 

M'Lady. 

 You see Mr Pistorius, you, if you cared would have dealt with it. I will 

get to this message. There are three lines in this message about… ‘perhaps I 

am wrong, I am wrong, I am wrong’, but then it is about how wrong she was 

and that is why you never replied, because it is all about Mr Pistorius. That was 

what your relationship was about.  ‑‑‑  It is not true, M'Lady. 

 I have… the last question the last time. If I now ask you if you dealt 

with this, you will tell me you did because I cannot test it, but did you deal with 

this, the fact that she wanted to tell you that she love you?  ‑‑‑  I was… I was 

extremely upset that if that was what she wrote when she… when I read that 

message I was extremely upset that for the first time she had mentioned love 

to me when she said that she wanted to tell me that that weekend. I was upset 

then at that point of reading the message. It obviously hurt me that… I thought 

that she is… this is the first time that she has mentioned love to me and this 

was the weekend in which she wanted to tell me and if you read the next 



message it says ‘I want to sort things out. I want to make things work.’ I wanted 

her… I wanted us to be in a loving relationship. I wanted her to be able to tell 

me she love me. 

 We will get there. We will get there, Mr Pistorius. We will get there.  

“But I am also the girl that gets side stepped when you are 

in a shit mood.” 

I am sure you will agree that if you were in a bad mood you would do that.  ‑‑‑  I 

am not sure what she means by ‘side step’, M'Lady. If I am in a bad mood it is 

usually after training. I am exhausted. I have not eaten properly for weeks at a 

time and I usually go to sleep. So, if that is what she means by side step, by 

getting ignored…[Indistinct audio 10:13:50 – 10:14:01]. 

 Good.  

“When I feel you think you have me. So why try 

anymore?” 

That is significant. It indicates you tried before. ‘Now you have me. Now you 

are not trying anymore.’ That is what she is telling you.  ‑‑‑  Sorry, M'Lady, I 

have lost my place here.  

 No problem. You see, it is just… we dealt with the ‘I am the girl who fell 

in love with you and wanted to tell you the weekend.’ Then there is another 

sentence about your shit mood. Then: 

“When I feel you think you have me. So why try 

anymore?” 

Now what I am… my inference is: You are not trying anymore. You tried 



before. Now you have and now you are not trying anymore and that is the state 

of your relationship on 26 January.  ‑‑‑  I think that is what she meant, M'Lady. 

She said there… if you take the sentence out, that is what she said. It says: 

“When I feel you think you have me. So why try 

anymore?” 

But… but she was wrong.  ‑‑‑  Maybe that is how she felt at the time, M'Lady. 

 You made her feel like that?  ‑‑‑  That is… she would have felt that way 

because of the way I made her feel, M'Lady. 

 As far… let us just… this is significant. So, at least in Reeva’s mind on 

the 27th of January that is how she felt about your relationship which was not 

good.  ‑‑‑  Not on the…[Indistinct audio 10:15:50 – 10:15:55] 

 We will get to sorting out.  ‑‑‑  [Indistinct audio 10:15:56 – 10:16:02] 

 Okay. No, we will deal with sorting out. 

“I get snapped at and told my accents and voices are 

annoying.” 

That is terrible. Did you tell her that her accent and her voices were annoying?  

‑‑‑  I did, M'Lady. 

 Why? What was that about?  ‑‑‑  If I remember correctly, M'Lady, she 

was putting on an accent the day before for a role of some sort that she was 

preparing for and the day before we had a meal together and we were having a 

serious conversation about something and it was about my… or the house that 

I was buying and she was talking in the accent the whole time and it annoyed 

me and I asked her not to do it and it was not right of me to have asked her not 



to and at the time she… when she wrote here ‘I get snapped at and told my 

accents and voices are annoying’, she obviously took offence to it. 

 But I understand, but what is significant for me is: ‘I, Oscar was talking 

about my house and she was putting up these voices and it is important for me 

that she listens to me.’ Is that not what happened? She is doing voices and 

accents, but your house is important to you. What is she doing? Is that what I 

can infer from this?  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 I see. It is again about ‘me, Oscar’.  

“I touch your neck to show you I care. You tell me to stop.” 

Did that happened?  ‑‑‑  I explained that just now, M'Lady. That was after I had 

thought Reeva was flirting with the person. I went and I sat at the table and 

Reeva came up to me. We were sitting at the table and she started stroking my 

neck and I pulled my neck away so that… that is what that sentence is 

referring to. 

“Stop chewing gum.” 

So, you were strong enough in that relationship to tell Reeva: ‘Reeva, stop 

your voices, stop your accents, stop chewing gum’. Were you…?  ‑‑‑  It was not 

on that day that I told her to stop chewing gum and I did not …[intervenes]  

 Why did you …[intervenes]  ---  I did not ever tell her to stop chewing 

gum, M'Lady. We were at a function and I had been reprimanded by my 

management in the past for chewing gum on camera and I said to Reeva she 

was chewing gum as we came into an event. This was not pertaining to that 

day and I said to her… I said in a nice way, I said: ‘Angel, do not chew gum. It 



does not look good on camera’ and this is where she brought it into context: 

‘Stop chewing gum’. So, it is not that I snapped at her in… on this day and said 

to her ‘stop chewing gum’. 

 Mr Pistorius, when we started I said all we have is her voice in terms of 

what she wrote. So, you can say anything and we would not… we cannot ask 

her, but we can work on your answers. So, again, she was walking with ‘me, 

Oscar’. She was chewing gum. That was not good, not good for you, your 

image.  ‑‑‑  That is not what I said, M'Lady. 

 What did you say?  ‑‑‑  [Indistinct audio 10:19:52 – 10:20:12] 

“Do not do this, do that. You do not want to hear stuff, cut 

me off. Your endorsements…” 

and this is important, what I am saying, she is saying:  

“Your endorsements, your reputation, your impression of 

something innocent blown out of proportion and fucked up 

a special day of it.” 

Everything that was important to you, you. Everything that is important to you 

messed up her day. You agree with it? What is important to her did not care, 

did not matter.  ‑‑‑  That is how she interpreted it, M'Lady. 

 And she was right in interpreting it like that?  ‑‑‑  Ja, she was… she 

was upset and that is how she interpreted it, M'Lady. She is right. 

 Was she right… ja, okay. You said she was right?  ‑‑‑  Yes, she was, 

M'Lady. 

“I am sorry if you truly felt I was hitting on my friend Sam’s 



husband and I am sorry that you think that little of me. 

From the outside I think it looks like we are a struggle. 

Maybe that is what we are. I just want to love and 

beloved, be happy and make someone so happy. Maybe 

we cannot do that to each other, because right now you 

are not happy and I am certainly very unhappy and sad.” 

On that day when she wrote that, that was the status of your relationship.  ‑‑‑  

That is correct, M'Lady. Where she says there ‘from the outside I think it looks 

like we are a struggle, but maybe that is what we are’. At that time she was 

doubting our relationship. So, that is what she said. 

 I just… before I move on, in what you did by criticising her accent, by 

brushing her off when she touched your neck, tell her to stop. Where you told 

her to stop chewing gum, those were experienced by her at least as 

humiliating, that you were humiliating her. Am I right, especially in public?  ‑‑‑  I 

am not sure how she interpreted it M'Lady. If it was humiliating or if it upset 

her, but it did definitely make her not… it definitely made her unhappy. I do not 

know in which way… I do not think by me telling her to stop chewing gum it 

would have humiliated her. I was trying to help her, but she obviously took 

offence to it. So… 

 And where she touched your neck in public and you brushed her off in 

front of people, would that be a humiliating experience for her?  ‑‑‑  I think that 

would have, M'Lady. 

 Okay. But now let us see… you now wanted to talk to her. You said: 



“Pease let me know when I can call you.” 

---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 But you then replied in a Whatsapp.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Now this is a very interesting Whatsapp.  

“I want to talk to you. I want to sort this out. I do not want 

to have anything less than amazing for you and I, and I. I 

am sorry for the things I say without thinking and for 

taking offence to some of your actions.” 

We dealt with that. 

“The fact that I am tired and sick is not an excuse. I was 

upset that you just left me after we got… after we got food 

to go talk to a guy and was standing tight behind you 

watching you touch his arm and ignore me. When I spoke 

up you introduced me which you could have done, but 

when I left you, you just kept on chatting to him when 

clearly I was upset.” 

You wanted her to leave with you, to go with you, not talk to him.  ‑‑‑  I did not 

mind her talking to him, M'Lady, but I did not feel like I was part of the 

conversation. I did not know who the person was and before… before I was 

introduced or I introduced myself to him the conversation did not include me 

and Reeva and I had been speaking from when we got food we were walking 

back to the table to sit with the rest of the people that were in our… at our table 

and…[Indistinct audio 10:24:51 – 10:25:06] 



 But again, you were upset because you were excluded from this 

conversation. You wanted to be a part of it.  ‑‑‑ [Indistinct audio 10:25:14 – 

10:25:19] 

“I asked Martin to put on the ‘Kendrick Lamar’ album in 

the car and do not know it, granted that it was a shut 

song, but you could have just lent forward and whispered 

in my ear.” 

Again, ‘Reeva, you are wrong. Why did you not introduce me?’ So, she was at 

fault. Remember, you are replying to her. You are saying: ‘You at fault, Reeva. 

You never introduced me to the man’. Am I right?  ‑‑‑   [Indistinct audio 10:25:50 – 

10:26:11] 

No, no. No, no. No, let us just deal with… before I get there, in this whole 

incident with the man that she was talking to. I read this Whatsapp from you 

saying:  

“I was upset that you left me, Reeva. You are wrong. I am 

upset, but I was upset because of what you did. You left 

me after we got food…” 

[intervenes]  

COURT:  Just one minute. I am sure where you are now. 

MR NEL:  I apologise, M'Lady, the third line, it is page 224, M'Lady. 

COURT:  Yes, we have got the page.  

MR NEL:  Ja, it is the third line: 

“I was upset that you just left me after we got food”, 



M'Lady.  

COURT:  Yes, I see that now. 

MR NEL:  You see, the first two lines you say:  

“I am sorry. I made… I am tired. It is not an excuse.”  

But then you say: 

“I was upset that you left me after we got food to go talk to 

a guy who was standing tight behind you, watching you 

touch his arm and ignore me and when I spoke up you 

introduced me which you could have done, but when I left 

you just kept…” 

I read it, but please tell me. I read it you are blaming her for the fact that you 

are upset. She did wrong. She never introduced you. She should have dealt 

with the situation differently. She was wrong.  ‑‑‑  I am not saying she was 

wrong, M'Lady, but what this says here is that I was upset. I think that she 

could have introduced me. By the fact that she did not introduce me made me 

upset. That is what this whole argument was about. 

 I agree, but she was wrong in not introducing you. You see, you are 

replying to her and immediately you are blaming her for what happened.  ‑‑‑  

M'Lady …[intervenes]  

 You blame her. She should have introduced you.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, if 

somebody is with me and I am talking to somebody I know, then I feel like it is 

my responsibility to do an introduction. That is common courtesy and I did feel 

that the way she was talking to this person she obviously knew him very well 



and I did not know how she knew him and my feelings were hurt. So, I felt that 

she could have just introduced me to him. 

 You see, again, I am going… I am just going to repeat the question. 

You are blaming her. That is all I am saying. You are blaming her for what 

happened. She should have introduced you. She was wrong.  ‑‑‑  That is 

correct, M'Lady. That is what I am saying. 

 So you are blaming her? That is all I want to know.  ‑‑‑  That is what I 

am saying, M'Lady. 

 Yes, okay. Then: 

“I asked Martin to put on the ‘Kendrick Lamar’ album in 

the car and do not know it, granted it was a shut song.” 

But, now we are blaming her again.  

“You could have just lent forward and whispered in my ear 

to change it.” 

See, so you are blaming her, said: ‘Why did you not do that?’ You are replying 

to her unhappiness, but you are blaming her.  ‑‑‑  I said here granted it was not 

a good song of choice, M'Lady. I said that to her, but I… the way I was just 

describing it here it was such a small incident that granted that it was not a 

nice song. I was not listening to the words of it. I do not know the album and it 

was upsetting her, because that was one of the things she was speaking to 

about in the car that was upset… the song upset her, the words of the song. I 

do not remember what they were, but that is what… that was this thing, it was 

an album that my friend Martin had brought. I asked him to put it on. I liked 



some of the songs on the album. I do not know the album. I said here granted 

the song that she got upset to, it was not… I said here granted it was not a 

nice song. I take responsibility for that, that I said if it was such… I did not even 

pick it up that it was such a small thing that she could have just lent forward 

and whispered in my ear to change it. 

 Ja, again, why did she not do it? You blame her. You said: ‘Why did 

you not whisper in my ear? Why did you not give me attention, whisper in my 

ear?’ You are blaming her for that incident in the car as well saying: ‘You were 

wrong. You could have fixed it’.  ‑‑‑  I did not say that, M'Lady. I said ‘you could 

have’, meaning it could have been an option to …[intervenes]  

 Okay. What would the other options be? She tried the other options 

saying ‘I do not like the song’. What other options could there have been? It is 

interesting. You wanted her to lean over, ‘give me all the attention. I am Oscar 

and whisper in my ear’.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I never… it never says here that she… 

that she said she did not like the song. It was only later in the day that she… 

when I dropped her off she mentioned the song. She could have lent forward 

and asked Martin to change it.   

 No, you see, if… Mr Pistorius, if you said in your… because what is 

important, you are replying to her heartfelt Whatsapp. Am I right? That is what 

you are doing.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Okay. Now, it would have been different if you said ‘why did you not 

ask for it to be changed?’ You said ‘you could have just lent forward and 

whispered in my ear’. That is what you wanted her to do. You blame her for not 



having done that.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, in the way that Mr Nel reads it that is exactly 

how I intended it in a soft manner, ‘but you could have just whispered in my ear 

to change it.’ That is… that is all I meant by it. It was not that I was attacking 

her and telling her she should have taken control of it. 

“I had to drive to pick up your friend.” 

That is her friend and that is the reason why you were late. You had to pick up 

her friend.  ‑‑‑  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 You are blaming her for it, because it is her friend. 

[Cell phone in gallery speaking] 

 I was 30 minutes late. 

COURT:  Hold on, just take a seat, please. Just take a seat.    

MR NEL:  Oh, take a seat? 

COURT:  Can you take a seat? What is going on? What was that noise? 

MR ROUX:  M'Lady, it was the attorney’s cell phone that he tried to work 

something. I do not know and it went off. It did not switch off. I apologise for 

that. 

COURT:  Yes, but the attorney is there. He can stand up and apologise for 

himself. 

ATTORNEY:  I am sorry, M'Lady. I just wanted to check the time that and 

[indistinct]. 

COURT:  Okay, will accept it. Mr Nel. 

MR NEL:  M'Lady? 

COURT:  Yes, please. 



MR NEL:  Let us then… so, we were there where it was her friend. You had to 

drive to pick up her friend. Were you upset with that?  ‑‑‑  I was not upset by it, 

M'Lady. It did when she was talking about the context of her previous message 

she said that she wanted to spend the day with Darren and spend a bit more 

time there, but just as much we were supposed to be there at a certain time, 

but we were late because of her friend. So, I mentioned that in respect to her 

saying we had to leave early. We did not leave early. There were many cars 

leaving that drove past us whilst we were leaving. But why I said that was to 

show that we arrived there late as well. It was not just my fault that we had to 

leave early. In the same light I understood that that I had to… I was there late 

as well. It was not that… we just had to leave because of my accord early, we 

arrived late there, because we had to pick one of her friends up who has a car, 

who does not stay far away, but we had to wait for her whilst… for some 

reason and that was time that we could have been spending at the event with 

the people that she wanted to spend the day with. 

 Again, you are replying to her heartfelt Whatsapp in the best possible 

way saying ‘I am not at fault. It is somebody else’s fault. It is Gina’s fault, the 

fact that we have to pick up your friend. It is not’… let us do it the best we can 

for you. ‘It is not all my fault’. Is that what you are trying to say? Again, am I 

right?  ‑‑‑  I said ‘I was 30 minutes late and I know you do not like it when I 

drive fast, but then you should have asked Gina to drive herself.’ So, what I am 

saying is that on both sides there were plans that did not go according to plan 

in the day. I understand she wanted to stay later. I could not stay later. I 



understand she would have wanted to be there earlier, but we could not get 

there earlier. So, that would be correct what Mr Nel is putting to me. 

 Yes, and what is very significant.  

“If you do not like it, if you do not like it, you should have 

asked Gina to drive.” 

[Cell phone ringing in gallery] 

---  It does not say that, M'Lady. It says: ‘Then you should have asked Gina to 

drive herself’. 

 To drive… ja, again, what I am getting at and I am… it will be my 

argument. So I want to tell you now. The first three lines of this response is: ‘I 

am sorry, I am sorry, I am sorry’, but from there on it is you blaming her.  ‑‑‑  

That is …[intervenes]  

 And definitely not blaming yourself.  ‑‑‑  That is incorrect, M'Lady. At 

the end, the very last sentences it says: 

“I know you were just trying to show me love. I had a 

headache and I must have… and I should have spoken to 

you softly. I am sorry for asking you to not put on an 

accent last night.” 

Okay, no, there you are right. I… the first three lines and the last three lines, 

but in between you are blaming her.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, I think any argument that one 

has is a result of two people disagreeing. So there would be points that I took 

responsibility for here and there would be points that I was offended by and we 

were trying to come to a resolution which we did in the very next message.  



 You see, the issue is: It is all about you. That is what she said and you 

exhibited it in your response. That it shows in your response that she was right. 

It is all about you.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, my response, I said, we were trying to sort 

things out. I did not say I was trying to sort things out. 

 Okay, that is your response. It is fine. Let us just carry on. Then you 

say: 

“When we left I was starving. The only good I had had 

was a tiny wrap and everyone was leaving for lunch. I am 

sorry I wanted to go but I was hungry and upset and 

although you knew it, it was not like you came to chat to 

me when I left the table.” 

Again: 

“‘I am sorry but…’” 

you are also to blame.  

“I was upset when I left you…” 

I have got through mine.  

“When I said because I thought you were coming to me. I 

am sorry I asked you to stop tapping my neck yesterday.” 

So, I am putting to you that that is what we have here. You first apologise, then 

blame her and then you have apologised again. So, you… that was what your 

relationship was about.  ‑‑‑  M'Lady, in the middle of the message where Mr 

Nel has just read: 

“I am sorry I wanted to go, but I was hungry and upset…” 



That message would read exactly the same if you said ‘I am sorry I wanted to 

go. I was hungry and upset.’ I was not trying to shed the blame onto 

somebody. I was trying to shed light onto the situation. So, I did apologise in 

the middle of the message as well. I understand that towards the end of the 

message… in the beginning I apologised. I understand the times in the 

message. I needed to explain why I had felt a certain way. This relationship is 

only between myself and Reeva. So, at certain times I did not feel like I was in 

the wrong and at certain times I felt that she was in the wrong and vice versa. 

In her message she felt that I was in the wrong and at other times she felt that 

she was not in the wrong. That is what an argument is about. So, there is a 

back and forth between any message where there is an argument. 

 You see, there is an interesting aspect and that is that… which I forgot. 

M'Lady, I have to go back. I did not know that. I got a note. I… I do not know 

Kendrick Lamar, but what song are we talking about?  ‑‑‑  As I said, M'Lady, I do 

not remember the album. I do not remember …[intervenes]  

 Is it not ‘bitch do not kill my vibe’? Is that not the song?  ‑‑‑  I have no 

idea, M'Lady. I do not …[intervenes]  

 Because that fits into her… her Whatsapp where she said ‘I am not some 

bitch that want to kill your vibe’, because that did not make sense when I read it 

here and that was the song you were playing.  ‑‑‑  I 



am not even sure if that is a song of Kendrick Lamar, M'Lady. I do not remember 

the album. I do not remember that song. So, it could be. [Indistinct audio 10:39:12 – 

10:39:32] …the title of that song, if those words are spoken in the song, then I am 

sure she took offence to it. 

 And rightly so. After what happened at that party, you put on a song 

‘Bitch, do not kill my vibe’. Anybody would have taken offence to that.  ‑‑‑  I am 

sure they would have, M'Lady, but I did not put that song on. I asked 

Martin…[Indistinct audio 10:39:51 – 10:39:54] 

 And you never listened to it and we cannot ask her really what 

happened.  ‑‑‑ [Indistinct audio 10:39:59 – 10:40:05] 

 Mr Pistorius, let us deal with the Whatsapp at page 301 of 343. Do you 

have it?  ‑‑‑  I do, M'Lady. 

   "I like to believe that I make you proud when I attend 

these kinds of functions with you.  I present myself well 

and can converse with others while you are off busy 

chatting to fans and friends.   I also knew people here 

tonight and whilst you were having one or two pics 

taken, I was saying goodbye to people in my industry 

and Ficks wanted a photo with me.  I was just being 

cordial by saying goodbye whilst you were busy.” 

If I make an inference, she is saying you never gave attention to what she 

was doing and her interest at that party.  --- That is what I testified My Lady, 

at that point I was taking photos and she was speaking to friends.   



 And you blamed her for it.  She was wrong.  …[Pause]… Am I  

right?  She was wrong, she should not have done that.  --- I did not blame 

her anywhere for that My Lady. 

 Sitting where you are sitting, she was wrong.  Is that not so?  Your 

evidence yesterday was, or the day before, you wanted to leave and she 

then started talking and you had to stay about 45 minutes later.  You blamed 

her.  --- Yes. That is correct, My Lady.  

 That was what the fight was about.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 "I completely understood your desperation to leave and 

thought I would be helping you by getting to the exit 

before you, because I cannot rush on the heels I was 

wearing.  I thought it would make a difference in us 

getting out without you being harassed anymore.  I did 

not think you would criticise me for doing that especially 

not so loudly, so that others could hear.” 

Are you… If I read your evidence, you are saying that that is untrue. You did 

not do that where others could hear. --- That is incorrect, My Lady.    If you 

read my evidence, I said that somebody did hear us, it was a friend of mine 

in the parking lot on the way to the car that heard us.   

 And that is the only person.  --- Well, him and his partner, My 

Lady.  

 Who were they?  --- I do not remember, My Lady.  They were a 

friend of mine that swam, Mr Lynden Ferns, My Lady.  And ...[intervened]  



 But… Ja, okay?  --- I forget his  ...[intervened]  

 No, no that is fine. --- … his partner’s name.  

 But that is now the second time in two weeks that you criticised 

her in front of others, or brushed her.  You brushed her off in front of others 

and here you criticised her in front of others.  Second time in two weeks.   --- 

My Lady this was in the parking lot, it did happen in front of somebody else, 

but it was a person busy taking off or getting into their vehicle. I did not 

mean… I  actually walked out, she says here:  

 “I completely understand your desperation to leave.” 

And what she was doing was, she thought she was helping getting to the 

exit.  I did not know she had walked to the exit so I stayed inside the venue 

and looked for her for some time and that was why the argument actually 

arose, it was not about the fact, I understand that leaving she would caught 

up or I might get caught up, but it was the fact that I did not know where she 

was, so when I had finished and trying to get out of there I did not know that 

she had gone to the exit.  So when I finally found her at the exit, I went to go 

get signal, I saw here there and that is why the argument arise.  So from the 

time of the exit to the car, was probably a couple of hundred metres. We 

were having an argument and it was not intended to be… it was not a loud 

argument, it says here:   

 “Especially not so loudly so that others could hear.”   

It was not loud but it was loud enough that  Mr Ferns heard it when we were 

leaving in the car and I said to her:  Can we just wait until we get to the car 



to finish this. 

 You see, I hear what you are saying.  But it upset her so much 

that she said to you:   

 "I am a person too.” 

--- That is correct, My Lady.  

 So it upset her so that she had to say: I am a person too, why do 

you not treat me like a person? Is that what she is saying. ---  That is what 

she is saying, My Lady.  

 At least we know that she felt that you treated her very badly. --- 

My Lady, Reeva was a person who always stood up for herself and if she 

believed I treated her badly, I think that she… I know for a fact she would not 

have been with me.  I did not treat her badly.  This was an argument that we 

had that lasted one message, the next message you can read, and it is: 

Morning Ozzie, with a smiley face.  When we did argue it was not at all what 

we wanted and I understand that she felt like treat her in the way that she 

should have been treated, not even like a person she should not have been 

treated anything less than a lady.  And that was my fault, if I had got into an 

argument with her. 

 [Indistinct] she would always apologise, she would always send a 

smiley face.  In a four months relationship, when the relationship got 

stronger in January  and February, we have that.  Treat her badly, 

apologise, smiley face.  It is not a relationship over years, sir.  It has been 

four months.  Two months serious.  That is what I am getting at.  --- My 



Lady, there were times that I felt that she was not treating me in the way that 

I would have wanted to be treated, like the introduction at that party, there 

were times that she took offence.  So there were time, I think when you get 

to know somebody there are things that you do that the other person will not 

be happy with and this is one of those things that you do not even need 

explaining for.  I should not have spoken to her in a way that did not make 

her feel like a lady or did not make her feel like a person.  It was my fault 

and …  

 Talking about faults and taking responsibility, let us deal with the 

Tashas incident.   Can you please explain to me why you pleaded not guilty?   

COURT:   What is the question?  

MR NEL:   It is the Tashas incident, the discharge of the firearm in the Tashas,  

I will get the charge just now.  Why did you plead not guilty to that? ---  I did 

not… I did not discharge the firearm My Lady, that is why I did not plead… that 

is why I pleaded not guilty.   

  And is it still… and sitting where you sitting now, you did not discharge 

that remember? --- That is correct, My Lady.   

  But it cannot be.  You had the  firearm when the shot went off.  --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 So is that not discharging? --- I physically did not discharge the 

firearm My Lady, the firearm went off when it was in my possession but I did 

not have my finger … and I do not remember having my finger on the trigger.  

 No, you see there are two things.  My Lady, may I first say it is charge 



3, count 3.   

COURT:   Yes.   

MR NEL:   My Lady, I did not have my finger, I cannot remember having my 

finger on the trigger.  Are you telling this court… Tell us what?  Did you have 

your finger on the trigger? Yes, or no?  --- No, My Lady. 

 I see.  I see.  So, we have you in possession of the gun.  A shot 

went off, but you did not discharge the gun.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Who discharged it? --- The firearm discharged My Lady, there was 

a… I tried to make sure that the firearm was safe and as a round came out of 

the breech, I realised that Mr Fresco had passed me a firearm with one, what I 

called one-up, with a round in the chamber and at that point of me turning to 

ask him why he had done that, the firearm went off My Lady.   

 Okay.  Good.  We will go through all that.  So, I must then accept 

that it is your version that the gun went off by itself?  He gave you a gun and it 

went off by itself?  --- I do not recall how the firearm went off My Lady, I know 

that my finger was not on the trigger and I know that when I checked to see if 

the firearm was safe, that it went off.  That is …  

 Now Mr Pistorius, you see and I want to tell you where I am going.  

You just refuse to take responsibility for anything. If you accept what I am 

saying now, I am going to deal with the Tashas incident.  You are… Okay.  Let 

us deal with it differently.  One thing we have to say, is that Mr Fresco was 

unbelievably negligent in that restaurant.  --- I think we were both negligent My 

Lady, I should not have taken a firearm under the table, it was the incorrect 



thing to do and Mr Fresco was negligent in giving it to me, My Lady. 

 But the ...[intervened] --- With the magazine in and a round-up.  

 Ja, without even… without the gun firing, without the shot being 

fired, that would have been negligent in dealing with that gun. --- It was a 

stupid thing to do, My Lady.  It was negligent.  

 It was negligent.  Okay.  Now, you asked for the gun? --- That is 

correct, My Lady.   

 That, whatever happened is that that gun was discharged in a 

restaurant full of patrons.  There were lots of people there. --- That is correct, 

My Lady.  

 There were even children next to… at the table next to yours. --- 

That is correct, My Lady.   

 We also know that you had the gun when the shot went off. --- That 

is correct, My Lady.  

 What happened to the ejected bullet?  --- I think Mr Loupis phoned 

either Darren Fresco or Mr Lerena, and told them that he had the projectile and 

that it was… he found it in the restaurant and I am not sure what happened, I 

...[intervened]  

 You are wrong.  It never happened.  Is that what you think 

happened?  How... Why would  you say that happened?  Who told you that?  --

- I do not understand Mr Nel’s  question. 

 Who told you that Loupis phoned?  --- It was either Mr Fresco or Mr 

Lerena, My Lady.  They ...[intervened]  



 Why would they phone Fresco… why would they phone Lerena? --- 

Because they are friends, My Lady.  Mr Loupis is friends with Mr Lerena and 

Mr Loupis and Ms Loupis are friends with Darren Fresco.   

 So, you are now saying that Loupis phoned them later, he found the 

ejected cartridge and he gave it back to them? --- I do not know if he phoned 

them later My Lady, but he found the… I did not say he found the cartridge, I 

said he found the projectile  and he gave the projectile to one of them My Lady.  

 What happened to the cartridge, I am asking?  One was ejected.  

What happened to that cartridge? --- I have no idea My Lady.  

 You had it.  --- I do not remember that at all, My Lady.   

 Mr Pistorius, you know, you… I am going to go through the scene, 

you are a man with an unbelievable eye for detail and you can remember fine 

detail, why can you not remember what happened to the projectile that… ag, 

the cartridge that was ejected? --- Are we speaking about the round that was 

ejected when I made the firearm safe?  

 Yes.  Yes. --- That fell onto the seat, My Lady.   

 And then? --- I am not sure, I must have given it back to Mr Fresco 

at some point, I do not recall My Lady.   

 No why…why, when I just asked you said I cannot remember, I 

cannot remember and then you remember all of a sudden?  Why?  --- My 

Lady, Mr Nel was referring to a cartridge not a bullet.  A cartridge is usually 

what a bullet is called after the projectile has been discharged.  

 Okay.  I will take it. --- So he said cartridge so I thought the cartridge 



from the round that went off.   That is what I understood.  

 Okay.  --- From his question. 

 You are right.  I am wrong.  So the bullet then, you do not know what 

happened to it?  --- No, the bullet fell onto the chair. 

 And you took it.  --- I gave it to Mr Fresco later. 

  When? --- I am not sure, My Lady.  I do not remember but I 

remember as it fell out onto the chair, I saw it and I turned to Mr Fresco, asking 

him why he had given me a firearm with a round up and before I…or in the 

process of saying that the round… another round went off.  When I  gave him 

his firearm back under the table, I took the… I must have taken the bullet. I 

would not have just left it there and I would have given it back to him. That is 

what I can… I do not have a remember… I do not remember giving it to him, 

but that is what I can think must have happened.   

 You know, why did you want to see this particular firearm? --- I was, 

as I said in my evidence in chief, My Lady, I was looking at purchasing the 

same type of firearm.   

 That was now after all the firearm you bought from Mr Rens?  --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 So you wanted more?  --- Yes My Lady. I had applied for a 

collector’s licence. I thank you can have up to more than 30 firearms in a 

collector’s… to have an obtain a collection, you have to… you cannot just buy 

one firearm, you have to buy two of a same sort or more.   So,  the firearm that 

I had bought that I had always had with me, was a very heavy firearm and the 



firearm that Mr Fresco had, was made out of a different material that was lot 

lighter.  It was not nearly as… it had a carrying capacity which was a lot less.   

It did not take as many bullets, and it was a lot smaller, so it was a lot easier to 

carry.  So that ...[intervened]  

 Why did you want to see it? --- I wanted to see it so that… if there 

was a slide.  Some of the model that that firearm manufacturer makes some of 

the firearms with a slide on the front which you can attach a flashlight to. I had 

a flashlight for when I was overseas, I was at a shop and they sold a flashlight 

for this firearm that I knew was a lot cheaper overseas so I bought the 

flashlight and I wanted to see if Mr Fresco… the models are all in number 

sequence, and I wanted to see if that firearm had a slide for this attachment.  

As I wanted to phone Mr Rens and place an order for the model of sorts from 

that manufacturer that made this firearm from a lighter material.  

 But it is clear that you know a lot about firearms and a lot about that 

particular Glock.  --- I do not know much about that particular Glock My Lady, I 

have never owned a Glock.  I know a fair deal of firearms, I grew up in a family 

where both my parents carried firearms.   

 Now you have heard Mr Fresco and Captain Mangena testifying 

about the safety mechanism on the Glock.  --- I have, My Lady.  

 And Captain Mangena’s evidence was that it is impossible for that 

gun to discharge without somebody’s finger on the trigger.  --- I understand 

that, My Lady.  I have ...[intervened]  

 And … Ja? --- I understand that My Lady, that is what I have heard.  



 And Mr Roux never questioned him about what he said. ---  I do not 

remember if Mr Roux did or did not, but if Mr Nel puts that to me, then I accept 

that My Lady.   

 Then will you not accept that your finger was on the trigger, because 

that gun cannot discharge if your finger was not on the trigger.  --- I cannot My 

Lady.  

 Say again? --- I said, I cannot My Lady.  

 Why not?  You had the gun, it discharged. Captain Mangena said it 

is impossible to discharge, why do you not want to say it? --- Because my 

finger was not on the trigger My Lady.   

 Why was that not put to Captain Mangena, who is an expert, to say:  

Captain Mangena said, it is impossible for that gun to fire without pulling the 

trigger. The trigger safety as well as the trigger.  Why was he not cross-

examined about that?  --- I am not sure, My Lady.  

 You see, I get an idea that… Wait, let us… Before I get ideas.  

The… You… It has always been your version that your finger was not on the 

trigger? --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 You told Mr Roux that.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 He made a mistake by not cross-examining Captain Mangena bout 

that.  --- I do not know if he made a mistake or not, My Lady.  I do not know 

what he wanted to ask Mr Mangena.  I am sure that he has covered everything 

that he has wanted to ask.  I am not sure on what questions Mr Roux or Mr 

Oldwage asks, they do not read their questions out to me and ...[intervened]  



 You see ...[intervened] --- I am not sure if he did or did not. 

 Let us take it slowly.  If Mr Roux did not put to Captain Mangena that 

it is possible for that gun to be fired without pulling the trigger, he made a 

mistake.  Because your finger was never on the trigger.  --- I do not know if that 

is a mistake or not, My Lady.  

 It must be. --- He did not put it to me, My Lady.  I do not 

...[intervened]  

 But why would he not, if that is your version? --- I do not know My 

Lady. Mr Roux,  I am not sure why he did not put it to me, My Lady.   

 You see, we  are getting to this quite a lot if we carry on, that you will 

blame anybody but yourself.  --- I do not agree, My Lady.   

 Now you blame counsel, Mr Roux.  I know him, will not make these 

mistakes. --- I did not blame Mr Roux, My Lady.  I ...[intervened]  

 You did.   --- I said I am not sure what questions he has asked.  I do 

not even remember him speaking… or many of the questions he put to Mr 

Mangena, so ...[intervened]  

 It is not that easy and I will belabour this point.  You see, he is not 

the only person in court, you have a whole team.  Yesterday you told us about 

the team, there is a team in court.  Everybody is listening to questions that Mr 

Roux asks.  Am I right?  --- That is correct, My Lady.   

 So everybody made a mistake.  --- That is not what I said My Lady.  

 It must be, because he was never challenged.  Somebody made a 

mistake.  --- If  Mr Roux  did not put that question to Mr Mangena, My Lady, 



then I am sure he has got a good reason for not doing so, My Lady.  

 No sir, there cannot be a good reason.  It good reason is, it was 

never your version. You never gave it to your legal team that my finger was not 

on the trigger. --- That is incorrect My Lady.   

 Now explain?  You see, Mr Pistorius, you are blaming everybody.  

You will not take responsibility.  That gun cannot fire if you do not pull the 

trigger.  Who pulled that trigger? --- I do not…  I did not pull the trigger My 

Lady.   

 Who did?  --- I do not know My Lady, I did not pull the trigger.    

 Let us look at it. You had it in your hand.  Am I right?  --- That is 

correct, My Lady.  

 You ejected the one bullet.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Nobody else touched that gun. --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 But a shot went off.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 If that firearm is incapable of firing a shot without somebody pulling 

the trigger, who pulled the trigger? --- I am not sure My Lady, what I am saying 

is that I did not have my finger on the trigger.  

 No.  No, you cannot say that I am not sure.  Let us think who could 

have done that.   Was it the person sitting next to you? --- I do not think it 

would have been possible for anybody sitting at the table to have, or I do not 

think that it would have been a possibility that someone would have reached 

under the table and pulled the trigger whilst the firearm was in my possession, 

My Lady.  



 You see, Mr Pistorius, this is amazing.   Really amazing. You agree 

with Captain Mangena, that gun cannot fire if somebody does not pull the 

trigger. --- I do not know how that firearm works, My Lady.   

 Okay.  --- I cannot ...[intervened]  

 Now nobody challenged Mr Mangena, so we would have to accept it 

and the court will accept his evidence.  If the court accepts his evidence, you 

know for a fact, you are not unsure, you know for a fact that your finger was 

not on that trigger? --- That is correct, My Lady.   

 We know for a fact that a shot was discharged. --- That is correct, 

My Lady.  

 That is amazing.  It cannot happen.  --- What I am saying My Lady, 

is the firearm went off whilst it was in my possession, I take responsibility for 

the firearm going off when it was in my possession.   But I cannot say my 

finger was on the trigger when it was not on the trigger, My Lady.   

 No, you see… No.  That is not that easy Mr Pistorius.  It cannot be 

that easy.  It cannot be.  Something must have happened with that gun.  And 

you fired a shot.  You had your finger on that trigger.  --- As I said My Lady, I 

did not have my finger on the trigger of that firearm.  

 But you cannot explain how the shot was discharged. --- I cannot, 

My Lady.  

 But in your evidence you said… What did you say to Mr Loupis? --- 

When Mr Loupis came to the table, Mr Fresco apologised, he said that the 

firearm had caught on his pants.  I said to Mr Loupis that it was my fault, I said 



I am sorry and I will pay for any damages, that is what I said to Mr Loupis.  

When I paid the bill once we got up to leave, I paid and I said to him again: Mr 

Loupis, I am sorry for what happened, it is my fault. I take the blame for it, I will 

pay for the damages and I completely took the blame for it.  

 Well ...[intervened] --- But what ...[intervened]  

 Nobody can remember that.  Nobody at that table remembers that 

you took the blame and neither can Mr Loupis.  You know that?  --- That is 

what happened My Lady, I apologised and I paid the bill and I said to Mr 

Loupis that I will pay for any damages.   

 This is such an amazing incident.  You never touched the trigger, the 

gun went off. You took the blame, you took responsibility but nobody can 

remember.  So everything is against you.  How can that be? --- I understand if 

everything is against me, My Lady.   I can just tell him what happened.  I 

apologised, Mr Fresco carried on going on about how the gun caught on his 

pants.   All I said to Mr Loupis was: It it was my fault, I am very sorry.  May I  

pay? Please may I pay for the damages and I apologised. When I left I said it 

again.  So if ...[intervened]  

 Why was it your fault? --- If I remember when Mr Lerena testified… I 

cannot… I do not have a recollection Madam, of what testified to, but I know 

what I said and I said that I was sorry for what had happened, that it was my 

fault.  I did not elaborate on why it was my fault and I offered to pay for the 

damages in the restaurant.   

 Now, so after this event, it must have bothered you that that gun 



went off by… on its own.  --- Yes, it did bother me My Lady.  

 And you discussed it with hundreds of people. --- It did not bother 

me that the gun went off by its own, it bothered me in its entirety that the gun 

went off in a restaurant and that the gun was in my possession when it went 

off.  I did not discuss it with anyone.  

 But you see… ...[intervened] --- I discussed it with Reeva in a text 

and I must have chatted to her about it later that nit, or later that day.  

 Did you talk to anybody else about this?  About that incident?     --- I 

do not recall talking to anybody else.   

 Did you discuss it with Mr Rens? --- I do not recall discussing it with 

Mr Rens, My Lady.  

 If you discussed it with Mr Rens, you would have remembered? --- I 

do not… I do not know if I discussed it with Mr Rens.  

 If you discussed it with him, you would have remembered.  He is the 

gun… he owns a gun shop. --- If I had discussed it with Mr Rens and I 

remembered, that I would say that I remember discussing it with Mr Rens, but I 

cannot say I remember or would not remember. I do not remember discussing 

it with Mr Rens.  

 Did you discuss it with any other gun enthusiast, that you can 

remember?  --- Not to my recollection, My Lady.  

 Did it bother you that that gun went off by its… on its own?  --- It 

bothered me that the firearm went off in my possession My Lady.   

 No, it ...[intervened] --- I do not think I ever thought of it as the gun 



going off without me pulling the trigger.   

 You must have. --- But it bothered me that I was stupid to take a 

firearm from someone who I thought would have made the firearm safe and in 

the process of double checking that the firearm was safe, it bothered me that 

the firearm went off, that somebody could have got hurt.  That is what bothered 

me, My Lady.  

 Everything is bothering you, except the gun.   Except the miracle 

that the gun off without somebody touching the trigger.  That never bothered 

you.  You are a gun enthusiast, you wanted to buy a Glock.  Did it bother you 

that that gun went off on its own? --- Yes, it did, My Lady.  

 Now… Now, now you say.  First you said you did not.  So it bothered 

you that that gun went off on its own. --- My Lady the whole situation bothered 

me. I cannot say one thing bothered me in particular, the incident bothered me.  

Of course it bothered me that the firearm was discharged when it was in my 

possession.  I do not have much else to add to that. I cannot say that… I can 

say it went off in my possession, I can say I was responsible for the firearm 

when the round went off.   

 You see, the… I am not going to move away so easily from this.  I 

know you want to say: I am responsible, please move away, please move 

away, but there is something deeper here and that is I do not understand and 

neither would the court in my argument, that if you are presented with a set of 

facts that point at you having discharged that firearm, you are not willing to 

accept that. That is troubling.  --- My Lady, I can understand the fact, so I 



agree with the facts that the firearm, if it was put to the court, cannot discharge 

without a finger being on the trigger.  I can understand that and I accept that.  I 

understand that the firearm was in my possession when the round was 

discharged.  What I cannot say is that my finger was on the trigger.   

 Okay, let us help you.  Can you perhaps… can you say: Perhaps my 

finger was on the trigger? --- No, I cannot My Lady.  

 Yes.  You see. --- My finger was not on the trigger.  

 That is… that is what is bothering me.  You would not even concede 

that perhaps it was on the trigger? --- I cannot concede that because it was not 

a perhaps, I know that my finger was not on the trigger, My Lady.  

 Now did you… why are… Why were you upset with Fresco?  What 

particularly?  In him handing over the gun to you?  --- No, in handing me a 

firearm that had a magazine in it and that had a round in the chamber, My 

Lady.   

 Yes.  So there are two things.  It had a round in the chamber and it 

had a magazine in it. --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 When you received the gun, you wanted to check if the gun was 

safe.  --- I wanted to have a look at the firearm My Lady, but I did not want to 

check, when I took the firearm I did not want to take it to make sure it was safe.  

I wanted to take it so I could look at it.   

 Yes, but when you ...[intervened] --- But before I did that I made 

sure that it was safe.  

 No, that is fine, that I agree with that.  When you received it, you 



wanted to make sure that it was safe.  You cocked it. --- That is correct, My 

Lady.  

 A round came out. --- I did not cock the gun but I made the… I made 

the… I was in my… I was ...[intervened]  

 Yes, please me?  --- I was making the firearm safe in… or checking 

that there was not a round in the chamber.  I did not know that there was a 

magazine in the firearm.  So when I released a round out of the chamber, what 

I thought was making the firearm safe, must have put another round into the 

chamber. 

 No, but you see, if you… How?  How… You did not cock the 

firearm? --- My Lady, in the process of making the firearm safe, you have to 

take the slide back to check if ...[intervened]  

 Yes. --- …if the bullet comes out.  So my intention was not to cock 

the firearm, but if there was a magazine in the firearm, like there was, then it 

would have cocked the firearm by putting another one in automatically. 

 Yes.  --- But if I knew there was magazine in, My Lady, I would not 

have made the firearm safe, because it would have just carried on until the 

magazine was empty.  I would have rather just taken the magazine out.   

 Yes.  Now, in any safety procedures the first thing you would check 

for is if there is a magazine in it.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 You did not.  --- I did not. 

 Yes. But we agree on one thing.  If you wanted to make it safe, the 

first step would have been to check for the magazine. --- That is correct, My 



Lady.  

 Then check the slide, if there is a round in the slide. --- That is 

correct, My Lady.  

 You did it the other way around, you first checked if there was a 

round in the slide and there was. --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Now, the next thing you would do is to check if there is a magazine 

in it.  --- I would have usually checked, I have never passed somebody a 

firearm with a magazine or a round in the firearm, My Lady. I have trained to 

make a firearm safe and put it down on a … pass it to somebody or put it down 

on a surface.  I did not do that that day, I took the firearm and I did not think 

that there would even be a round in the chamber.  I should have checked that, 

if there was a magazine in that firearm, I did not do that. It is my mistake.  It is 

...[No audio 11:13:09] … when I checked that the chamber was safe, a round 

came out.  I did not think for one moment, I would not have done that if I 

thought there was a magazine in the gun.  It would not have made sense.  And 

at that moment a round went…  a round was discharged.   

 You see, you now gave a version again.  A full version, in fact.   Do 

you know what I asked you? --- Mr Nel asked me if I then checked if the 

magazine… if I  took the magazine out.  

 Yes.  And what is the… what is the answer to that?  Because you 

have not.  Did you then check?  First you checked there was a round in the 

chamber. ---  I did reply to Mr Nel’s question, My Lady.  

 You did not.  --- I said ...[intervened]  



 Did you? --- I said I did not check that.  I said usually ...[intervened]  

 But why not? --- I said usually I would have.  

 Why not? --- As I said My Lady, it was stupid of me, I did not.  I did 

not think Mr Fresco would give me a firearm with a magazine and a round in it.   

 But now you have established that there was a round in.   Now you 

know Mr Fresco is stupid.  He gave me a gun with a round in.  So why not do 

the next thing and check the magazine? --- I should have done that, My Lady.   

 You did not.  --- No, I did not My Lady.  

 You just pulled the trigger. --- I did not pull the trigger, I did not have 

time to think My Lady, at that point when the bullet came out the firearm went 

off.   

 You see, we will gets lots of that today as well.  I did not have time 

to think.  We had that yesterday as well.  So that is one of your defences.   I 

did not have time to think.  I am a gun enthusiast, I did not have time to think.  

Why not? --- My Lady, being a gun enthusiast has nothing to do with the time. 

I, at that point, checked that the firearm was safe and at that point… within a 

second, the firearm went off.  It was not  that I had time to turn the firearm over 

and eject the magazine. If the time is that, then the time is that, I cannot 

change it.   

 We will get to the rest of this, just after tea.  My Lady, if that is 

perhaps an opportune moment to take the tea break?   

COURT:   We take our tea adjournment.  

 



COURT ADJOURNS [11:15]             ~ ~ ~             [11:34] COURT RESUMES 

 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

COURT:  Yes, Mr Nel. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL:  (Continued)  Mr Pistorius, if a firearm 

has a magazine in it, a pistol, every time you move the slide back and released 

it, it will load itself.  It the magazine has got rounds in.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.   

 So even if you did that five times in the restaurant, it would have 

loaded itself all five times.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Therefore it is important to first check if the magazine is out.   ---  That 

is correct, M'Lady.  

 And.. which we now know, you did not do.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Then when.. I would have expected you to say:  The gun went off by its 

own…on his own.  What happened?  Did you say that to Mr Fresco?   ---  I said 

to Mr Fresco… I asked him what he was doing for handing me a firearm, first 

check that there were…This is what I said to Mr Fresco, I asked Mr Fresco, 

what he was doing handing me a firearm that was not safe and I said: Take it 

back and I gave it to him.   

 My question:  Did you tell him this gun just went off?   ---  No, I did not 

at any point think about that.  I was thinking about the safety of the people 

around me.   

 Did you tell Reeva that the gun just went off?   ---  I told Reeva that the 



firearm went off in my possession.  I do not remember if I told her that or not.   

 Because you sent her a Whatsapp.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 And ‘angel, please do not say anything to anyone’.  That was important 

to you.   ---  That is correct.  

 That nobody should know.  That is important.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 Why is that important?   ---  As I explained M'Lady, I did not want her to 

say anything to anyone, because I understood that it could be taken out of.. I 

did not want to be in the media for having a firearm in my possession when it 

went off in a restaurant.  So I could understand how it would be turned and 

interpreted in certain ways.  So I did not want anybody to say anything about it.  

I did not want to talk about it.  

 I did not want to take responsibility for it. I do not want it in the media.  

Please, do not tell anybody that I did it.  That is what you did not want.  Am I 

right?   --- That is not what I said, M'Lady.  I said ‘angel, please do not say a 

thing to anyone.’  What I was saying there, is please do not say anything to 

anyone.  If it gets out in the media, it will get turned or it will be [indistinct 

11:37:54] on a way that was not what happened.  It was a mistake on my 

behalf… [Indistinct audio 11:38:01 – 11:38:05] 

Carry on.  You just took it that the media will misinterpret the fact and 

print lies.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

You just thought the media will print lies.   ---  That is correct.  

What did you think they will do?   ---  I did not think about what they 



would do.  I knew that they.. if they… if people found out about it, they would 

think that I was somebody who pulled the.. who fired a round in a restaurant, 

which was far from what had happened and I know I would not have given a 

comment to.  An article like that, so I knew that it would get misinterpreted.  

And you did not even want the truth to be in the media?   ---  I did not 

want to be associated.  I think it is a terrible thing that happened.  I do not… I 

did not want it to be anywhere in the media.  I think if I.. my life, I am not a 

musician or a actor.  The more famous I am the more mo… it does not mean I 

make more money.  My [indistinct 11:39:05] is my job.  That is why I am in the 

media, but at times my personal life comes into the media and this is definitely 

something I would not want in the media, for any reason. 

You did not want the truth to be in the media?   I want to hide the truth.  

---   M'Lady, even the truth in the media, people would interpret.. people read 

things and they interpret things.  Even if the truth  is printed, they write.. they 

interpret things differently.  So I did not want this to be anywhere near the 

media.  That is why I said, please do not say anything to anyone.  

But then let us answer the question.  You did not even want the truth to 

be in the media?   ---  That is correct, that is what I said, M'Lady.  

Darren told everyone it was his fault.  Was it his fault?   ---  It was both 

of our faults, M'Lady.  It was my fault for the firearm going off in my possession 

and it was his fault for handing me a firearm which was not safe.  But I was 

referring to here was this:  Darren told everyone it was his fault.  That is what I 

wrote there.   



“I cannot afford for that to come out, the guys promised 

not to say a thing.”   

That is important to you.  Please let this not come out.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.   

 You see you… that is a good example of you not taking responsibility 

for what you did.  Do you not think one should take responsibility if you are 

negligent with a firearm?   ---  M'Lady, I think I did take responsibility by asking 

Mr Loupis if I may pay for the damage of his restaurant.  Taking responsibility 

does not mean that I want the whole world to know what happened that day.  

That is not taking responsibility.   

 Taking responsibility is not to care if the truth comes out.  That is taking 

responsibility.  Not hiding the truth, that is not taking responsibility.   ---  I do 

not think responsibility has anything to do with your life being interpreted to 

millions of people around the world, M'Lady.  The truth is the truth.   

You see… I am putting it to you, you lie. You fired that gun!  There is not any 

other way that bullet could have been discharged without you pulling the 

trigger.  You are lying.   ---  I respect Mr Nel’s comment M'Lady,  but I did not 

pull the trigger on that firearm.   

 You.. how do you carry your pistol?   ---  I carry my pistol in a holster 

usually, M'Lady. I have got two holsters, depending on what clothing I wear.  

 And as far as the round are concerned?   ---  I carry my firearm with a 

full magazine, M'Lady.  

 Not one up?   ---  I have a mechanism on my firearm, M'Lady where 



you can put a round in the chamber and you can drop the hammer, so it is not 

cocked in a sense of.. when you.. trigger on my gun has a… it has got a 

double pull, so if you cock a gun to pull the trigger is very easy.  The weight of 

the trigger is fairly light.  If you do not cock it, the first pull and the pulls 

thereafter are very heavy.  It is very hard to pull the gun.  So my firearm has 

got a double safety mechanism, where you can… you can cock the gun, you 

can drop the hammer and then you can put the gun on safety.  So I usually do 

carry one up.   

 After all that, you carry one up.   ---  Correct, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  So..and Mr Fresco, you and him went to the shooting range 

often.   ---  We did not go often.  We were…I went on several and he shot as 

well and on then a couple of occasions we went together, M'Lady.  

 And… so as a man carrying a gun one up, did you expect him to also 

to carry his gun one up?   ---  I would not carry that firearm one up, M'Lady.  It 

does not have a safety mechanism, apart from the trigger safety which is  just 

a… to my understanding a small piece on the trigger.  

 Yes.    ---  So I would not… I would not think it would be safe to carry 

that firearm one up.   

 You see, people would disagree with you, but we are not going there.  

At least now you have admitted that the safety mechanism is on the trigger.  

You have to pull the trigger mechanism, then the trigger for that gun to fire.  

You know that.   ---  That is what Mr Nel put to me just before tea, M'Lady.  

That is what I understand.    



 I have already indicated that you are not telling the truth.  I 

unfortunately Mr Pistorius, have to go back to the Whatsapp’s because I have 

picked something up.  That I want to talk to you about.  I want to ask you about 

and that is the..page 223 of 343.   ---  M'Lady, I am sorry.  Which exhibit is 

this? 

 ZZ.    ---  I beg your pardon, M'Lady.  Would you… Mr Nel please just 

refer to which page you [intervene].  

 Ja 22.. gladly.  223 of 343.  So it is 223. You have it?   ---  Yes, I do, 

M'Lady.  

 I do not want to rehearse everything, but remember you said you were 

late.  You had to go training, it was Saturday, you had to go to lunch and you 

had plans.  Am I right?   ---  I remember saying we were late for Mr Fresco’s 

engagement, M'Lady.  That is correct.  

 But you had to leave, because it was Saturday.  You had to go training, 

you had to go to lunch, you had plans.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  You will be very surprised to hear that it was a Sunday.   ---  I 

am not surprised.  As I said, I think I can remember. I thought it was a 

Saturday, M'Lady.  But I [intervene].  

 [Indistinct 11:45:57]  Then we have to take that one away.  Let us just 

erase that it was a Saturday. Let us erase that and now think, what did you 

have to do on a Sunday.  Because you said I had to go training.   ---  [no 

audible reply] 

 Let us erase that one and start again.  Did not go training.   ---  I did go 



training, M'Lady.    

 On a Sunday?  You said it is a Saturday.   ---  I said I thought it was a 

Saturday, but I remember on that day I  had training, M'Lady and I had to go to 

get lunch.   

 Okay.  So.. was that the exception to the rule for Sunday?   ---  No, I 

train every day of the week, M'Lady.  

 You said it was a Saturday.   ---  I said [intervene].  

 On  a Saturday I train and I will go through the record because it is 

important.   ---  That is [intervene].  

 On a Saturday I train.   ---  M'Lady, I said on a Saturday I train.  I also 

train on a Sunday, I train every day of the week.  What I also said, I think if I 

could remember it was a Saturday.  That is what I said.  I did not say it was a 

Saturday.  I said I think it was a Saturday.  That is what the record will show 

and if you tell me it was a Sunday, it does not change anything.  I would have 

still trained.  I had training on that day that is why I had to leave.  

 And you still had the same plans.  You had plans and you had to go to 

lunch.   ---  Mr Rooney was here from the UK to train with me.  He is also an 

Olympic athlete.  We had training, we were in the middle of a training camp.  

So we were training everyday and I still had to go eat.  My diet is extremely 

important, it is a part of my running and I still… nothing changed.  If it was a 

Saturday or a Sunday.   

 You see, I know that you would brush it off, but it came from you.  You 

said: You remembered it, you said you thought it was a Saturday. You had to 



go train on a Saturday.  I know you would brush it off.  But it is not that easy.   -

--  I thought it was a Saturday.  If you tell me it was a Sunday, then I accept 

that it was a Sunday morning.   

 Let us go one step further.  Now you were late because of what?  

Because of picking up Gina?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.   

 Is that the only reason?   ---  As far as I can remember that was the 

reason why we were late.  That is what was mentioned here in this message, 

M'Lady.  

 If there was a burst pipe that you had to discussed with a friend, would 

you now remember that?   ---  No, M'Lady.  

 If.. if I am able to show you Whatsapp’s to say that there was a burst 

pipe.  You were also late.  You and Reeva were late.  Gina should go get the 

presents so long.   ---  I do not remember that, M'Lady.  I remember the reason 

for us being late, was… if I…if there was a burst pipe I would have taken that 

into account.  But the reason for us being late.. till the time that we planned on 

being there,  was not because of if there was a burst pipe. It was because… 

and this is where the message says, it was because we had to wait to pick up 

Gina.  It was not because there was a burst pipe.   

 You see.. the.. so the song, was it played on your way to..to the 

function or on your way back from the function?   ---  In the context this was 

written, M'Lady I..and I remember it being as we left.  So Reeva and I had an 

argument at the function.  When we got in the car to leave, I asked Mr Rooney 

to put on this album and the song must have upset her.  That is in the context.  



I.. I presume it was  when we were leaving.  

 Now I am not going to rehearse  everything.  I will not. There is just one 

other aspect. Now.. have you snapped at Reeva in the past?   ---  That 

arguments in the past M'Lady, I do not know.  I guess I have got upset with her 

in the past, at something that may be she said or… I do not.. I never lost my 

temper or shouted at her or.. if I snapped, meaning in the context that she says 

here, where she says:  ‘I get snapped at and told my accents and voices are 

annoying’.  I think if there were other times that I had snapped at her, she 

would have brought it up with me, but I do not remember.  I do not remember, 

there could have been other times that I had snapped at her.   

 And was she scared of the way you acted then?   ---  No, M'Lady.  

Reeva was never scared of me, M'Lady. She…[intervene]. 

 [Indistinct 11:50:39] Whatsapp would say, but let us carry on with 

something else.  The .38 ammunition in your safe. Count 4 of the indictment , 

M'Lady.  You admit that the ammunition was found in your safe.    ---  

[indistinct 11:51:11]   

 And that you control the safe?   ---  There is two safes in my..that were 

in my house, M'Lady.  The one safe is downstairs, only I had control to that 

safe and the safe upstairs, was a combination code which several people had 

access to, M'Lady.   

 Are you telling the court that you kept ammunition in a safe where the 

several people had access to it?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Did you keep your own ammunition there as well?   ---  No M'Lady, I 



kept my ammunition in my.. I had an extra magazine in my bedside table and I 

kept my cleaning kit for my firearm in the safe downstairs.  At the time when I 

had the .38 ammunition, my father had asked if he can put it away for 

safekeeping and it was placed in that safe.   

 Who placed it there?   ---  My father did, M'Lady.  

 Were you there?   ---  No, I was not there, M'Lady.  

 You know that your father refused to make statement in this case?   ---  

I do not, M'Lady.  

 Have you seen a statement by your father, acknowledging that it is his 

.38 ammunition?   ---  I have not, M'Lady.  

 Do you know that there was attempt to get a .. to get a statement from 

your father, to admit that it was his .38 ammunition?   ---  I do not, M'Lady.  My 

father and I have not had communication between the two of us, for many 

years.  

 Now why would you allow him to put his .38 ammunition in your safe if 

you have not spoken to him for many years?   ---  There has not been 

communication.  I have spoken to him, but there has not been a relationship.  

He would sometimes come up to Pretoria or Johannesburg. My understanding 

was that he [indistinct] firearm holder that… [Indistinct audio 11:52:54 – 11:53:13] 

…place for safekeeping, it does not have to be their safe, so he asked me if he 

could keep the ammunition in my safe.  I said that he is more than welcome to 

and I let him do so.  

 Okay.  So he asked you and you gave him permission?   ---  That is 



correct, M'Lady.  

 Now, in your competency test you dealt with possession of 

ammunition.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.   

 And you said there that, either if you are in possession of a license or 

you are a dealer, but you never said that you could keep ammunition on behalf 

of somebody.   ---  I may not have said that there  M'Lady, but that is my 

understanding of the law. 

 No but.. I mean you.. you were.. you wrote that competency.  Did you 

check that understanding of the law  with Mr Roux?   ---  I most definitely did, 

M'Lady.  

 And what did he say?   ---  He confirmed my thoughts about it.  

 He said that you are right?  You can keep.. in terms of the New Arms 

Act, are you telling me that Mr Roux said: In terms of the New Arms and 

Ammunition Act, that you could keep ammunition without being in possession 

of a licence, of somebody else in your safe?   ---  He did not say that to me, 

M'Lady.  

 That is what I am asking you, what did you answer then?   ---  I 

answered that it is not what he said, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  What did he say?   ---  I spoke to him about the ammunition and 

he told me.. I said to him:  My understanding is that, if I go to a hotel for the 

night, I can put my firearm in that safe and go down to the gym.  That is my 

understanding and he said:  That is correct, according to the law, as long as 

your firearm and ammunition can be kept in a place for safekeeping.  It does 



not say your safe, it says a safe.  He told me it says a safe or a strong room. 

That was the interpretation that I got from him.   

 You see, I do not know.  That was not the question I asked you.  I 

asked you:  Are you telling me that Mr Roux told you, you were allowed you 

keep your father’s ammunition in your safe if you are not… if you are not a 

licence holder of a .38.  Did he say that?   ---  He did not say that.  

 Good.  Now, I asked you when we started.  You understanding of the 

law, did you discuss it with your legal team.  And you said yes.  Who then, if it 

was not Mr Roux, who did you discuss it with?   ---  It was Mr Roux.  I 

discussed it with him, M'Lady.  

 Now are you telling me, that he said on that charge that you are 

allowed to keep that ammunition of your father in your safe?   Please think 

carefully.  ---  I.. I do not follow the question, M'Lady.  

 The question is:  Did he tell you that you are allowed to keep your 

father’s ammunition in your safe?   ---  Yes, he to.. I said [intervene].  

 No it cannot be.   ---  I said.. I said to him:  That was my understanding 

and he confirmed it, M'Lady.  

 No, it cannot be.  Mr Roux would not do that.  You see, we have now.. 

it is the third occasion that you blame your legal team, but you do not want to 

take responsibility.  Mr Roux would not have said to you, that it is in order for 

you to keep your father’s ammunition in your safe.  He would not have done 

that.  I put it to you.   ---  M'Lady, we discussed it.  It was not.. my 

understanding is still that it is not illegal to do so, so I do not know.   



 No, no.  Forget your understanding Mr Pistorius, you are not answering 

the question.  I am asking you what Mr Roux said to you.  Not your 

understanding, please. Do you have that?   ---   Ja, I do, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  Now, let us start again.  Did Mr Roux tell you, that it is in order 

for you to keep your father’s ammunition in your safe?  And you know, this 

question, unfortunately have a yes or a no answer.   ---  He did not say those 

words, so no Madam.  He did not say that.  

 He would have said no, because it is illegal.   ---  He did not say that to 

me, M'Lady.  

 If I say it to you, what will you say?   ---  I would say it is not my 

understanding of the law, M'Lady.  

 You see, if it was somebody with one gun, I would say let us test your 

understanding of the law.  You are a gun enthusiast.  You come from a family 

with lots of guns.  Am I right?   ---  That is correct.  

 50 or more, I read somewhere.   ---  That is… well, I do not know the 

number, M'Lady.  

 Oh?  Now if you are a gun enthusiast, then you would know the law 

and we are lucky, we have your competency. Did you discuss it with Mr Rens?   

---  No, I did not discuss it with Mr Rens, M'Lady.  

 I do not understand why you plead not guilty.  I do not.  You just do not 

want to take responsibility.   ---  [No audible reply] 

 Why do you plea not guilty?   ---  It is my understanding of the law, is 

that you can.. you can place your ammunition in a safe for safekeeping, it does 



not have to be your safe.  That is my understanding [intervene].  

 You see.   ---  And when I shared my view with…what my 

understanding was, when we discussed this charge with Mr Roux, that is what 

he confirmed with me, M'Lady.   So that is [intervene].  

 Let us just check that.  When.. so do you know when your father put it 

there?   ---  I do not remember, M'Lady.  I am in and out of the country.  Makes 

very few [indistinct 11:58:28], I do not remember when he put it there.  I know 

that it had been there for some time because it was at the bottom of the safe.  I 

had placed other things on top of It.  It was not for my purpose, it was not for… 

I do not own a firearm that can discharge that type of ammunition.  

 You did that. You did when you were arrested.  You bought a firearm 

that could fire that ammunition.  You just did not have a licence for it.   ---  At 

the time when I was arrested last year, yes I did have a … there was a pending 

application for that type of firearm that shoot that type of ammunition.  But I did 

not have… a licence or a firearm in my possession for that ammunition.   

 So let us start there.  You were not allowed to legally have that 

ammunition in your possession.   ---  It was not in my possession.  

 No, no. Listen to the question.  The question is, you were not allowed 

to have it in your possession.  Am I right?   ---  I.. my understanding is, that is 

am allowed to have… I do not think that is right, M'Lady.  I.. my understanding 

is, that if somebody wants to place ammunition in a safe.. in a place for 

safekeeping, they are entitled to do so.   

 You see.   Were you in possession of it?   ---    It was in my house 



but..but the safe possessed items that belonged to me and belonged to my 

father and one or two items of jewellery that belonged to at different times to 

my sister.  So there were things in my safe that.. even if it was in my 

possession, it was not.. it was not for my.. it was not for my use.  It was not..my 

understanding of the law is that, if there… I understand the charge.  But I.. my 

understanding of the law is, that if I had ammunition I can place it in an safe for 

safekeeping.  It does not have to be my safe.   

 You see.  If you… you are confusing two issues.  If you are in 

possession of ammunition, you can put it in an safe.  Were you in charge of the 

safe.  In a hotel, you are in charge of the safe, you put it in the safe, but you 

are in charge of the safe.  You can put your ammunition there.  That is what 

you understand?   Am I right?  ---  I think that is what I understand [intervene].  

 But now you are keeping or you are possessing, because you said you 

possessed.  You possessing your father’s ammunition, do not have a licensed 

firearm.   ---  [indistinct 12:00:49] possess, I said the ammunition was never for 

my purpose.   

 It does not matter.   ---  It was kept in a safe where many people had 

access to the safe.  

 But let us take it further, because you know I forgot something and you 

just reminded me.  You kept a magazine in your bedside drawer.   ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Is that you understanding of the law, that if you leave your house you 

are allowed to have a magazine in the bedside drawer?   ---  No, it is not, 



M'Lady.  

 Why did you do it?   ---  For my safety, M'Lady.  

 Let us just.. let us just then get to the facts.  You kept your..an extra 

magazine, in your bedside table at all times when you were there or not.   ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And you had safes in your house that you could put that ammunition in.   

---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now at least you would agree with me, that that is illegal and that it is 

negligent.   ---  M'Lady, I do not know if this is related to the charge that I am 

being charged with.   

 Answer the question.   ---  It [intervene]. 

 Answer the question, please.   ---  Could Mr Nel please repeat his 

question, M'Lady.  

 You should listen to questions Mr Pistorius, but I will.  You agree with 

me that it is illegal to keep ammunition in your bedside drawer if you are not at 

home?   ---  M'Lady, when I was not at home  I put the ammunition in the safe.  

I was at home when I got arrested.   

 Oh I see.  You see, the record will speak for itself.  Are you telling me 

that you took that ammunition and put it in the safe every night?   ---  Yes, 

M'Lady.  

 And took it out [intervene]   ---  I did not say I put it in the safe every 

night.  I said when I was not at home, it was in the safe.  

 Okay.  Now.. so.. I just want to understand it.  Because this.. you see 



Mr Pistorius, I have to warn you.  It has implications so that you are not 

surprised.  You tell me that if you are not at home, you will take that magazine 

and put it in the safe?   ---  At times, M'Lady.  I was.. I kept that extra magazine 

in…  At times I carry that extra magazine with me.  At times I put it in my 

bedside table.  If I went away, I locked it in my safe.  

 Okay.  That we have.  We have the following, and please help me:  If it 

is not in my possession, on my person, I would lock it in the safe if I am not at 

home.  Am I right?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  I would not leave it in my bedside table.   ---  I am sure there 

was a couple of occasions that I forgot to lock it away, M'Lady.  there would 

have been.. I cannot say and I cannot stand here and lie. There would have 

been occasions, but this is not related to the charge of the .38 ammunition in 

the safe.  

 I am dealing with your negligence as a firearm owner. That is what I 

am dealing with.  So on the day of the incident, you had in your possession the 

whole day?   ---  I do not remember if I had a magazine in my possession.  I 

think I would have left it at home on that day, M'Lady.   

 In the safe?   ---  No, in the bedside table where it was found, M'Lady.  

 Why?  You would not do that.  You said to the court, I either have it in 

my possession.   ---  That is not what I said to the court, M'Lady.  I said at 

times I may have forgotten to put it in the safe.   

 So, unlucky for you this was one of that occasions.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  Not unlucky, it was just.. it was one of those occasions and it was 



unfortunate.  I understand that it is against the law.  I kept it there, sometimes I 

forgot.  

 But if I tell you it is against the law to keep your father’s ammunition, 

you will not agree with that?   ---  If you tell me that, then I will understand that.  

 And then.. if it is against the law, you plea guilty.   ---  That is not what I 

said, M'Lady.  

 I asked you, if it is against the law, would you plea guilty?  If you know 

that.   ---  I would have to sit with my council and discuss [intervene].  

 No.  You will not have an opportunity again.  I am asking you.  You 

said if I tell you it is illegal, you would accept it.  Now I am saying, if I tell you it 

is illegal, to have your father’s ammunition and you had, will you at least in this 

occasion tell the court that you are guilty?   ---  M'Lady, I think that both Mr Nel 

and I know that it is not that simple.  Possession of ammunition, the law differs.  

Regards to being guilty and not guilty on the.. basis of why the ammunition 

was kept.  So I cannot say that I. I understand why he say that. 

 Why?   ---  But the p.. the ammunition was not for my purpose, it was in 

my safe.  It was not placed there by me.  So I understand what he is putting to 

me but I cannot say that I change my plea.  

 I see. You see, it is the second time today.  First we have a miraculous 

discharge of a gun, you would not accept.  Here when I tell you it is illegal, you 

would not accept.  But at least we know, sometimes you are negligent as far as 

your other magazine is concerned.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  So when in the bail application Mr Roux put that the ammunition 



belonged to your father.  Did you try and make contact with your father to 

confirm that?   ---  No, M'Lady.  

 Do you know if anybody else did?   ---  No, M'Lady.  

 Why not?  Why would you not know if anybody did?   ---  M'Lady, until 

after my bail I was in a prison cell and for weeks afterwards I slept.  I did not 

see anyone.  I stayed in my room.  I did not converse with anyone.  I did not 

socialise, I was not.. I did not speak. So, I do not know what happened, or I 

would not know if somebody did or did not on that grounds or on any other 

grounds.  I spoke very limited to the people around me.  On occasions that I 

had to speak to my lawyer, I would speak to him.  On other occasions 

somebody would come and visit me, but I did not have much communication.  I 

actually did not even have phone.  The state have my phones, M'Lady.  So I 

did not have numbers and I did not converse with many people.   

 Are you done?   ---  I am, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  Now, has anybody, your brother, sister, uncle, anybody tell you 

that your father did not sign a statement to confirm that it was his ammunition?   

---  No, M'Lady.  The understanding I had about the ammunition, was that the 

police gave the ammunition to my brother and to Advocate Oldwage when they 

came to open the safe at the house.  They told them that they could take the 

ammunition along with other items.  They did not take any register of the items.  

When they left the house, Mr Oldwage saw.. asked one of the policemen at the 

door of my house, do you not want to take an inventory of stuff we taking out, 

he said: No he does not, it does not bother him and they left and later that day, 



they were called to return the ammunition which is what they did.  In the same 

state as what they had taken it from the state.  That is all I know about the 

interaction between the ammunition and whether Mr Oldwage or my family or .. 

and my uncles, that is all I know about.   

 M'Lady, may I just be granted a minute to page through a file?  Can 

you just look at JJ in front of you.  M'Lady, I am referring to EXHIBIT JJ.  You 

have that?   ---  I do, M'Lady.  

 Unfortunately I do not think it is paginated but.. if you turn to a heading.  

‘Competency level exam knowledge of Firearms Control Act, Oscar Pistorius’.  

14. On the top right hand corner, there is a 14.  A103.14.  Do you have that?   -

--  I do, M'Lady.  

 Then if we just keep on paging to that 17 in the top right hand corner. 

You have that?   ---  I do, M'Lady.  

 That,  there is a question 17.  No person may possess any ammunition 

unless he or she: And you say: 

“Has a dealers licence.  Has a licence for a firearm of that 

calibre.  Has a permit for ammunition.” 

You had none of those.   ---  M'Lady, it asks you to list three here, I am sure 

that there are many others.  But it asks you to list three, this is ...[intervened]   

 What are the others?   ---  I do not know what the others are.  These 

are the ones, that was.. in my recollection, it was a open book test, so 

...[intervened]  

 Are those three… none of those three you had.   ---  No, none of the 



three I have but ...[intervened]   

 And the most important one is the second one.   

“Has a licence for a firearm of that calibre.”   

Do you agree with me, as far as that is concerned?   ---  That is correct, I do 

not have a lisence for the firearm for that calibre, M'Lady.  Nor did  I had a 

purpose for that ammunition.  

 Now, we have dealt with that.  Let us carry on with... We will carry on 

with the Vaal,  the trip to the Vaal and the discharging of firearm, count 3.  

Now, you were going to a function at the Vaal with Mr Fresco and Samantha 

Taylor.  Am I correct?   ---  Amongst others, M'Lady.  That is correct.  

 And what was the occasion?   ---  I do not remember there being any 

specific occasion, M'Lady.  We were going out on a.. going for a get together 

with some friends. 

 And you left at what time about?   ---  I have no idea, M'Lady.  

 And when you got to the Vaal, what…what was happening there?   ---  

I do not remember much about the day, M'Lady.  But  I remember we were met 

by.. we drove down and we were met by other friends there.  There was a 

group of about 10 people, about more or less 10 people.  I do not remember if 

we ate something or if we just went out on the water.  I remember we were on 

the water and we wake boarded a bit and then at a point in the afternoon, we 

had to return.   

 Now whilst you did all that, on the water and so forth. Where was your 

gun?   ---  My firearm was on me, M'Lady.  



 Say again?   ---  My firearm was on my, M'Lady.  

 You took the firearm on the water?  Onto the water?   ---  I said we 

wake boarded, M'Lady.  I have ne.. I cannot wake board.   

 But so when you took a boat onto.. at least there was a boat on the 

water?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So at the function you to..on the boat, you took your gun with you?   ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Why?   ---  Why..why did I take my firearm?  

 Ja, why did you take your gun to a party?   ---  We..it was not a party, it 

was a get together, M'Lady and my firearm was on me.  

 Oh I.. I rephrase, and ask the question.  Why would you take a firearm 

to a get together?   ---  I carried my firearm wherever I was.  The only 

alternative choice would be to leave it in the car.  At a point when I was on the 

boat, I put it in my towel and I did not want to leave it at the house where there 

was nobody there, so I took it with me.   

 And you kept it on your person during the day?   Except for the one.. 

for the brief… now when.. when you put in a towel.  Let me follow up on that, 

was it on the boat or at home?  ---  Yes, it was on.. it was on the boat.  So I 

jumped into the water and I put my firearm on the towel. In the towel and I 

jumped into the water and that was…  

 You do not think that is negligent?   A loaded firearm, one up.  On a 

towel in the boat whilst you swim.. whilst you are swimming.  ---  I usually 

carried my firearm one up, M'Lady.   I do not remember if it was one up that 



day and I left my firearm on the towel.  Who were close people.. friends on the 

boat, it was in the middle of the water and I got into the water.  

 I am asking you just a question.  Does not matter who was on the boat.  

Are you telling this court it was not negligent of you to leave your gun in the 

boat, in  a towel whilst you swam?   ---  I did not see it as being negligent.  

 Why?  Why would you leave your gun unattended?  Is that not 

negligent?   ---  I did not.. there was no one there that I thought would.. no one 

there that would handle my firearm or.. my firearm.. I was next to the boat in 

the water.  I did not see it as being negligent, M'Lady.   

 You see, again Mr Pistorius, it is the most.. it is the strangest day 

today.  You just do not take responsibility for anything.  You just do not do 

anything wrong.  You know, any gun owner would say it is wrong.  Why can 

you not do that?  Why can you not say it is wrong to do that?   You are 

incapable of using those words, as far as yourself are concerned.   ---  I 

understand M'Lady, and if it is seen as negligent, then  I understand that and 

then I was wrong, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  Good.  So this.. in this instance you would at least agree that it 

was negligent.   ---  Yes, M'Lady.  

 Right.  I see.  Good.  Now the.. your friends.. I take it that in taking a 

swim you had shorts on and/or a costume or something like that?   ---  I 

probably had shorts on, M'Lady.  

 Shorts.  Ja.  So in carrying your gun having shorts on, your gun must 

have been visible?   ---  I have got a holster with a clip so you can clip the 



holster on any pair of trousers or  pants or shorts.   

 So you did?   ---  I do not remember, M'Lady.  I cannot recall being on 

the boat with my firearm.  I cannot recall that day and all the small details we 

are talking about.  It is more than two years ago.   

 No, you see I want to know and I want you to remember.  You at a.. 

almost said party, at a get together and you are on a boat, where is your gun?   

---  I do not remember, M'Lady.  

 No you must remember.  It is in a holster, it is clipped to my shorts.  

Where else could it have been?   ---  I do not know, M'Lady.  

 No, no, no, no.  It is not that I do not know.  That is not an answer.  

That is not an answer.  You had shorts on, you had a shirt on.  Am I right?   ---  

I do not know M'Lady, if I had a shirt on.  

 Okay.  Let us.. let us test both.  I had shorts on without a shirt.  Where 

would your firearm had been?   ---  I do not know if I had a shirt on, shorts on 

without a shirt, so I cannot make up a story and say where my firearm would 

have been.  

 No Mister, let us take both.  If you did not have a shirt on, where would 

your firearm had been?   ---  It would have been concealed in my holster on my 

person, M'Lady.  

 Where would you person be, on your shorts?   ---  I do not understand 

that question.  

 Where would you put it?  Would you put it.. clip it onto your shorts, it is 

an easy question.   ---  That I understand, M'Lady.  It would have been on my 



person.  It would have been clipped on my shorts.          

 So everybody would see, Mr Oscar Pistorius is on a boat, at a get 

together armed, gun on the side. Why?  ---  That is not what I said, M'Lady.  I 

said my firearm.. the holster that I have, you can conceal your firearm.  That is 

not what I said.  

 You cannot conceal the firearm in shorts without a shirt so that nobody 

can see it.   ---  I am not saying I was wearing a shirt M'Lady, I do not 

remember.   

 You have to.  I am testing you.  I was not there.  I am testing you.  It is 

your version, you told the court I took my gun to a get together on a boat.  I am 

asking you, what did you do.   You have to answer.  ---  I had my firearm with 

me.  From what I remember, I put in a towel when I got into the water.  I was in 

the water for a couple of minutes, that is what I remember.  I do [intervene].  

 Before you.. before you were in the water, where was the gun?   ---  It 

was on my person, M'Lady.  

 Where?   ---  It would have been on.. in my holster on my shorts.  

 Visible?   ---  You can [intervene].  

 There is no ways people can miss your gun in a holster at your side.   -

--  M'Lady, I have a holster where it covers the firearm and you can put it in.. 

around the lip of your pants.  It would have been..if I had a shirt on, it would not 

have been visible. I am not saying.. I cannot.. I cannot actually comment on 

this, because I do not remember.  I do not.. I do not remember that on the 

water with my firearm.  I remember at a time it was in a towel, that is all I can 



remember.  I cannot say if had a shirt, did not have a shirt or if it was visible or 

if it was not visible.  

 Now at least, the one thing you can remember is, at the get together 

Mr Oscar Pistorius was armed at all times.   ---  I am usually armed.  I keep my 

firearm on me, M'Lady.  

 The day in Tashas, did you have your gun with you?   ---  Yes, I did, 

M'Lady.  

 So the day in Tashas when you.. when the gun went off miraculously, 

you had your own gun with you?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.   

 I see.  You carry your gun everywhere?   ---  That is co. almost, most of 

the time wherever I go, M'Lady.  

 Why?   ---  For my safety, M'Lady.  

 Now.. then you left the get together.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You sitting on the passenger side, where is your gun?   ---  It was on 

my hip in the holster, M'Lady.  

 And the Metro cops then stop you.   ---  They stopped us on two 

occasions, M'Lady.              

 On the occasion that you got out, what did you do with your gun?   ---  I 

left it on the car seat M'Lady, and I closed the door.   

 And that was the correct thing to do?   ---  At the time I did not want to 

get out the vehicle and approach a group of policemen which were clearly 

agitated with a firearm on me.  It was not the correct thing to do, I should not 

have taken my firearm off my person and I should not have left it in the car, 



M'Lady.  

 You should not have taken it off and you should not have left it in the 

car.  Do you agree with that?   ---  I agree with that, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  Good.  Now the… when the policemen found your firearm. How 

did you realise he had your gun?  What happened?   ---  As I said M'Lady, he 

shouted out, he shouted something to the effect of:  Whose firearm this is.  I 

turned around immediately and I walked to him and said:  It is mine and I said.. 

he asked me if I am a licensed firearm holder and I said yes, M'Lady.       

 Now let us just now.. I know it is always easy to be wise after the 

event.  But that policeman was in his rights just to confiscate that gun that was 

left there unattended.  Because the owner left it on the car seat.  Am I right?   -

--  If that is his right, I do not know what the rights are, M'Lady, then yes, he 

would be entitled to do so.   

 What do you think a policeman’s duty is to do with a gun that is left 

unattended?   ---  I think to investigate.  To find out whose firearm it is, M'Lady.  

 And if he finds that the person left it there unattended, what should he 

do?   ---  [Indistinct audio 12:22:59]     

 What do you think?   ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 What do you think?   ---  [Indistinct audio12:23:04]  

 And then?  Investigate it.  He is within his rights to deal with your 

firearm.   ---   That is correct, M'Lady.  

 But what happened then?   ---  He ejected the round from the chamber, 

he dropped the magazine against.. just let the magazine fall from the firearm 



and he threw the firearm onto the front seat of the vehicle.  

 Which means?  The gun, the firearm was one-up.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 So, you carried that gun on the boat and at the function, one‑up?   ---  I 

think that would be correct in saying so, M'Lady.  

 Or did you... did you change it, en route from.. from ...[intervened]  ---  I 

think that would be correct what Mr Nel has put to me, M'Lady. I do not 

remember, so if that is what the policeman did, then that makes sense that it 

would have been one up.  I do not think I would have changed the position of 

the firearm on that day.  So it must have been [intervene].  

 You cannot.  You say I cannot remember, what can you not 

remember?   ---  I cannot remember if the firearm was one up on the boat. If 

you are telling me later in the day that… if I say to you that the police officer 

ejected a round from the chamber, then it must have been one up.    I am not 

disputing that fact.  

 I am not saying that.  You are saying that.   ---  Okay.  

 I have not said the policeman did it, you said it.  Am I right?   ---  

M'Lady, Mr Nel I think put to me that… if I am mistaken, I am mistaken, that my 

firearm was one up so It must have been one up when I was at the water.  

 You said he dropped the magazine.  The policeman, did he?   ---  

Earlier on I did say that, M'Lady.  

 And he then pulled the slide back and a round fell out.   ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  



 That is your version.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now the only inference one draw, is that that was one up.   ---  That is 

correct.  

 Otherwise that would not have happened.   ---  That is what I said, 

M'Lady.  

 And the only… If you have not changed it from the Vaal to there, you 

had it one-up on the boat.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now for the policeman to be able to do that in the way you carried your 

gun, you would have had to disengaged the safety?   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Because you had in on safety in terms of what you are telling the court.   

---  That is correct, M'Lady.   

 So when that happened, what did you do?   ---  He was busy handling 

my firearm.  I said to him.. I asked him will he please pass it to me, at which 

point he threw it on the chair.  He made a comment about asking.. he said to 

something to the effect ‘do you know what I can do with this firearm’.  At that 

point I ignored him and I started putting the magazine back in the firearm.  I 

started trying to look for the round that I had seen fallen under the chair. At this 

point he had already started walking away and he had lit a cigarette.  I could 

not find the.. I could not find the round.  At this point another police officer 

came over, who was talking to Mr Fresco and he started  helping us look for 

the round and he called his fellow officer back, to come and help look for the 

round.  



 There was.. I do not have your words, but you said… at least there was 

some unpleasant [indistinct] between you and that first policeman.   ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady. I said I was agitated.  

 Agitated and why?   ---  I was agitated that he dropped the magazine 

just on the chair. That he threw the gun down, that a bullet had gone under the 

seat.  I think if he dealt with the situation in a more professional manner, I 

would have been far more understanding. But I now had to climb down on the 

side of the highway and look for a round that had fallen under  the seat and 

[intervene].  

 And you should not do that.   ---  And with the comment that he made 

to me about me.. about him knowing what I can.. what he could do with this 

firearm, it was clear to me that he was aggressive.   

 Why?  Because he could have confiscate that.  He could have 

investigate it.  What did you think he said?   ---  He said something to the effect 

of:  Do you know what I can do with this firearm?. 

 What did you think he is saying?   ---  He was saying it to me in a 

violent manner.  So I do not [intervene].  

 You thought he was… that he wanted to shoot you.   ---  That is not 

what I am saying, what I am…[intervene].  

 What?  What then?  What?  What do you think?  It is one of two things.  

He said:  You know what I can do with the gun.  What did you think he is 

saying?   ---  I do not know, M'Lady.  

 Ja. --- I did not have.. I did not take an interpretation.  All I knew is what 



he said.  I cannot challenge a policeman.  I would …[intervene].  

 §.   ---  Mr Nel is right.  He did say it in a violent manner.   

 So what did you think, him saying it in a violent manner.  What did you 

think he was saying?   ---  I did not interpret it.  I.. it made me agitated and I 

ignored him and I started looking for the round under the seat.  

 Why were you agitated if he said:  Do you know what I can do with this 

gun.   ---  It was [intervened]. 

 He is a policeman.   ---  It was the fact that he disassembled the gun in 

the car and he dropped the magazine.  It could have damaged the vehicle.  

That.. the situation made me agitated.  I did not think it was dealt with in 

correct manner.  If he had confiscated my firearm, I would have understood 

that if he had done it in a professional manner and a courteous way.  If he had 

investigated it.  If he had asked me to see my licence I would have understood, 

I would have complied.  But he did not do that, M'Lady.  He [intervened]. 

 And that is why you were upset?   ---  Yes, that is why I was upset.  

 Okay.  I want to get to something else.  I just going to run through this 

quickly.  We will get back.  So you then left that particular spot.  They have 

now dealt with Mr Fresco and I take it you were still agitated with the 

policeman? --- I sat in the car, before we left I put… the police officer  [Indistinct 

audio 12:28:46 – 12:28:49]  the bullet back [indistinct] back in the magazine and I 

[indistinct] and I placed the firearm back on myself.  I sat in the car and waited 

for him to finish with Mr Fresco.  They spoke to him for several minutes and by 

the time we left, [indistinct] left.  



 Now do you know Mr Bear?   ---  I do know Mr Bear, M'Lady.  

 He is the man that assisted you with becoming a collector?   ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Now did you not go to his place that day?   ---  I do not know, M'Lady.  I 

do not remember going to his house on that day.  

 If he has a photograph of you on that day with his daughter, did you 

take photographs with his daughter?   ---  I have.. I do not know Mr Bear well, 

but on an occasion that I have… on one of the occasions that I have met with 

him, I took a photo with his daughter and his wife, M'Lady.  I think it was his 

wife, M'Lady and if there was a photo, then that.. then I [intervene].  

 Then it is possible that you were there?   ---  Yes, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  So at least we know that it is possible that you were there and if 

we can get such a photograph, that would help your… refresh your memory.   -

--  Yes, M'Lady.  In my chief I said, I remember going there in October, I did 

not remember anything about September or that day.  The things that stood 

out for me on that day, were getting pulled over by the police on the two 

occasions.   

 Okay. Then you cannot remember having gone to Mr Bear.  Has 

Samantha ever been to his house? --- I am not sure My Lady,    [Indistinct audio 

12:30:17 – 12:30:20] 

 You are not sure that you have been to his house where you took 

photographs with his daughter and wife?   ---  [Indistinct] residential place  

[Indistinct audio from 12:30:27 – 12:30:21]   address was given to me, I am not sure 



if that is the same [indistinct] I do not know if this… I do not think it is the 

[Indistinct audio from 12:30:31 – 12:3035] any interaction, I do not think that she 

would have met him before.   

 Now, was there any other occasions that you, Samantha Taylor and 

Darren Fresco went to a residential place in the area of Modderfontein?   ---  

No, M'Lady  I do not think so.  

 At no occasion did… were you together at some... at Mr Bear’s?   ---  

No, M'Lady.  I do not remember being at Mr Bear with anyone and I remember 

Ms Taylor’s evidence, she said that we went to a place near the Vaal River.  I 

do not remember even now where the place was where I met Mr Bear.  

 So you are willing to criticise her for not knowing, but you do not know?   

---  I am just saying that I ha.. the question was put to me if Ms.. if Sam Taylor 

had known Mr Bear and if it was possible that we all been to his house.  I do 

not know if I even been to his house.  

 Do you know where the residential place is where you met Mr Bear?   -

--  I do not recall where it is, M'Lady.  

 But you.. but there was an occasion where you met Mr Bear at a 

residential place.  Am I right?   ---  Yes, that is correct.  

 But you cannot tell the court where it is?   ---  That is true, M'Lady.  I do 

not [intervene].  

 You have got no idea.   ---  No, M'Lady.  I do not know the area, I 

would have put in my SATNAP, in my navigation and I would have just driven 

there.  I do not remember [Intervene].  



 So if Sam was there we cannot criticise her for not remembering 

because she was not even driving.   

COURT:  Who is Sam? 

MR NEL:  Samantha Taylor.  I apologise, M'Lady.  

COURT:  Ms Taylor.  Yes.  

MR NEL:  I apologise, Samantha Taylor.  Can we criticise her for not knowing?   

---  I do not believe Ms Taylor was ever with me M'Lady, I [intervene].  

 No, that is not the question.   ---  No, you cannot criticise her.  She.. 

she.. [intervene].  

 But you did.   ---  You have to just look at the context if she comes up 

here and says that she went to a place in the Vaal River, you would have to 

criticise it in the sense that I do not believe that she was there.  So whether 

she knew where it was or she did not know where it was, it is of no relevance if 

she was not there.  

 Ja, but that is not the question.  The question is, let us say she was at 

Mr Bears place once with you.  You cannot criticise her for not knowing where 

it was.  That is all I am asking you.   ---  If that was the case, no I could not, 

M'Lady.  

Yes.  Now, how would she know that you met Mr on whichever day… 

met Mr Bear at a residential place?  Or met somebody at a residential place 

about guns?   ---  I have no idea.  

Because she said it was… You met somebody to sign gun papers. 

That is what she thought.   ---   I know Ms.. Ms Taylor was with me on another 



occasion when I signed papers pertaining to a firearm when I was with Mr 

Rens and I know she was with me there and I discussed things, we were in a 

relationship and I told her where I was on many occasions.  So I do not know 

if, I do not know, M'Lady.   

No you do, because you are giving.. giving me opportunity to ask.  So 

are you saying that she is making it up?   ---  Yes, M'Lady.  She made 

[intervene].  

She is lying?   ---  She lied in her statement and she lied when she was 

up here, M'Lady.   

About being with you at somebody’s house that day?   ---  That is what 

I am saying.  I cannot remember anybody being with me.  I do not remember 

having a meeting  [Indistinct audio 12:34:06] to sign papers in a residential area.  

I cannot recall which residential area it was.  I think it was in October… two 

years, a year and a half ago.   

You see that is significant. So if there is an indication that you were at 

Mr Bear’s on the 30th, you cannot deny that.   On the 30th of September.  You 

cannot deny, because you cannot remember.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

Ja.  Now she says she went with you on that day to a residential place 

to sign gun papers, she is just making it up.   ---  I do not know if she made that 

up, M'Lady.  But I do not remember Ms Taylor accompany me to meet with Mr 

Bear.  I.. if she.. if that is what she says, then I cannot say she is lying on that 

fact.  What I can say is, that I do not remember anyone accompany me to see 

Mr Bear.   



Then.. but she.. she is not the only one making it up.  It must be also 

be Mr Fresco making it up.   ---  I [indistinct] say she made it up, M'Lady.  I said 

I do not remember that.  

 Okay.  Good.  So the two of them can.  Mr Fresco and Sam Taylor can 

remember at least going to a residential place with you to sign gun papers.   ---  

M'Lady, if you look at the evidence of Ms Taylor and Mr Fresco, that is what 

they both say.  But they do not agree upon the charge, they do not agree upon 

how it happened, where it happened or why it happened.  So if they say that 

they were there with me on that day, when this happened, I cannot definitely 

say that they were not with me.  I cannot say that I was there in September.  If 

there is evidence that shows that, then I.. then I can say that if that is what it 

was, then I was there.  But I do not remember… it is not a event that I 

remember.  I do not remember signing papers, I do not remember whose 

house it was, I remember that I had to meet Mr Bear, that is all I can 

remember.  

 But.. you see, I have now left you because I would like to use it in 

argument.  You arguing the case as if you as council.  I cannot remember.. 

have you seen their statements? You must not argue Mister.   ---  I have seen 

Ms Taylor’s statement, M'Lady and I have seen Mr Fresco’s statement.  

 And you have heard them testified.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 They both said they went with you on that day to a residential place 

where you sign gun papers.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You do not know.. you cannot remember.  So if two of them can, they 



must be correct.   ---  I do not remember, M'Lady.  

 That is not the question.   ---  That is what they said, I cannot 

remember that.  

 Now let us argue. If there are two.. if there are three people, two know 

they were there and one does not.  We will pick the two, is it not?   For a 

version.  ---  I do not want to argue with Mr Nel, M'Lady.  

 I am so glad.  So remember that answer.  I will use it in future.  Right, I 

am putting it to you Mister, you are not willing to concede anything.  Oscar 

Pistorius will not take responsibility or concede anything.  That is what you are 

doing to your own evidence.   ---  Is that a question, M'Lady.  

 Yes, it is a question.  Are you?   ---  No M'Lady, I…I have conceded on 

several occasions.  I cannot agree with the statement that is put to me if I do 

not have a recollection of that event.  

 Then both of them indicate that you fired through the sunroof.  That is 

definitely a lie?   ---  That is a lie, M'Lady.  

 Both of them, independently will tell that lie?   ---  They both took the 

stand, they both had different stories as to why it happened, as to where it 

happened, as to how it happened, as to the reaction.  That story was 

fabricated, M'Lady.  It never happened.   It was not the truth.  

 But it is a bad fabrication because they never spoke to each other it 

seems.  Because they got different reasons why it happened, where it 

happened.  It was a terrible fabrication between the two of them.   ---  M'Lady, 

they have been in contact. Although they said they have not spoken to each 



other, they have been in contact with each other.    They have been seen out 

at the same events.  So I do not know what the connection would be between 

Ms Taylor and Mr Fresco.  They met… they met between me and for all I know 

they kept communication open before then.   

 Now again, we have to blame your legal team.  When they said they 

have not had communication, Mr Roux had slipped.  He never had challenged 

them on that.   ---  M'Lady, I…I do not remember if Mr Roux challenged them 

[intervene].  

 He did not.  He did not, take it from me.  He will jump up if I say 

something wrong.   ---  I am just saying what I have heard, M'Lady. Maybe I did 

not say that to Mr Roux.  But what I have heard is that they have had 

communication with each other, so.  That is all I can [intervene].  

 You see, you are the person that volunteered the fact that they had 

com… they said they did not have communication, but they have.  You.. let me 

rephrase.  You are the one that said in evidence they said they did not 

communication.  Am I right?  You said that?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 But you know that they had communication.   ---   I beg your pardon? 

 But you know that they had communication.   ---  I am not saying I 

knew.  I said that I heard that they have communication.   

 But you do not kn.. oh so you heard from people.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 And it was not even put to them that Mr Pistorius heard that you had 

communication.  That was not that important.   ---  I heard post them giving 



evidence that they had had communication, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  Who told you?   ---  I do not recall, M'Lady.  

 [Laughing] No. I apologise M'Lady, for laughing. I will not do it again.  

But I was surprised by the answer.  I apologise, I really do.  

COURT:   I hope it will not happen again.   

MR NEL:   Sorry, M'Lady? 

COURT:  I hope it does not happen again.  

MR NEL:   Ja, no.  It will not.  I apologise.  

COURT:  And I also want to say something to people out there.  You possibly 

think this is entertainment.  It is not.  So please restrain yourselves.   

MR NEL:   Is that the gallery, M'Lady?  

COURT:  The gallery.  

MR NEL:   Ja.   

COURT:  Yes.  Thank you.  

MR NEL:   So you tell me that somebody, since they gave evidence, gave you 

this information and you cannot tell the court who that person  was?   ---  I do 

not recall, M'Lady. I speak to many people in the afternoon, after… after.. I beg 

your pardon.  

 Because it is not true, Mr Pistorius. That is the only reason why you 

cannot remember.  Because it is not true. You would remember who gave you 

that information.   ---  Sorry, M'Lady.  Was that a question? 

 Yes.  That is because it is untrue.   ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady.  

 If somebody would say I had my gun in that car between my legs, that 



person would by lying?   If somebody would say, Mr Pistorius had his gun in 

the car between his legs, that person would be lying.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  Mr Fresco did testify to that and it was not the truth, M'Lady.   

 And nobody challenged him.   ---  I cannot remember if anybody 

challenged it or not, M'Lady.   I did not discuss.. Mr.. when I discussed this 

charge with my council, I did not discuss things that did not happen.  So I could 

not have said to them that I can foresee what Mr Fresco is going to say 

[indistinct 12:42:17] told him he might say that I had my gun between my legs 

[Indistinct audio 12:42:22 – 12:42:35] 

Now whilst we busy with this, I see we have got 15 minutes before 

lunch and I want to deal with something.  The.. and please I do not want you to 

get confused.  So I am going to the scene of the.. early morning of the 14th of 

February in the bathroom you are firing shots.   How many shots did you fire?  

---  I fired [indistinct audio 12:41:01] shots My Lady.  

 In what sequence?   How did you… Was it two double taps or?     ---  In 

was just in quick succession, M'Lady.  

 In quick succession. You know that for a fact?   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Because you can remember it?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 It is not reconstruction?   ---  No, M'Lady.  

 And it was definitely not two double taps?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Why would Mr Roux think and put to Mangena, Captain Mangena that 

you fired two double taps?   ---  I am not sure, M'Lady.  But that is what he put 



to Mr Mangena and in the first break I corrected him and said to him that it was 

not a double tap.   

 But before we go to you correcting him, why would he say that?   ---  I 

am not sure, M'Lady.  

 No.. it is impossible.  Mr Roux will not say something, forget the 

correction.  Mr Roux will not put something to a witness that is not your 

version.  Why would he say two double taps?   ---  M'Lady, the only 

explanation I could think off, is that when we spoke about training in firearm 

training, you fire… you learn to fire two shots, which is in a double tap.  It is 

called a double tap.  And I think that maybe Mr Roux put that to Mr Mangena.  I 

cannot say why he did it, but I corrected him [indistinct 12:44:42] 

 You see, he went further.  He said to Mr Mangena that it is your 

version that you fired two double taps.  It was not that, ‘Is it possible?’  He put 

it as a version.   ---  I understand that, M'Lady.   

COURT:  Mr Nel, he has answered.  He cannot say.  All he knows is that he 

corrected Mr Roux.   

MR NEL:  May I ask a follow-up question then.  The only reason why he would 

do that, is if you told him.  He would not do it any other way.   ---  That is 

incorrect, M'Lady. I did not say that.  I did not tell Mister… I have not tell Mr 

Roux that I had fired a double tap at any point.   

 Now, but you know that it was in quick succession?   ---  Yes, it was in 

quick succession.  

 How do you know that?   ---  Because that is what I remember, M'Lady,  



 How do you remember that?   ---  I do not really understand how I am 

going to explain how I remember something, M'Lady.  

 Do you remember firing four shots?   ---  Yes, I remember firing shots.  

I was later told that there were four shots.  I do not remember how many shots 

I fired.  I fired my firearm and later I was told there were four shots.  

 Yes.   ---  I remember.. the way I fired them, was in quick succession.  I 

do not remember, I did not count the shots.  I fired, I was terrified.  I fired my 

firearm and then I stopped.  Later on I found out that it was four shots.   

 Remember I asked you if you can… So you can... You do not know 

how many, but you can remember quick succession?   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 How can you remember quick succession? ---  I do not understand that 

question, M'Lady.  

 So you remember pulling the trigger in quick succession?   ---  Yes, 

that is correct, M'Lady.  

 Because your evidence, it is a bit different.  You said, and I am just 

trying to get that.  M'Lady, I am just trying to get a specific point to…  You 

know what your evidence was?  At page 1475.  

“Before I knew it, I had fired four shots at the door.  My 

ears were ringing.” 

   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So, can you... Is that a reconstruction?   ---  It is taking the facts into 

account.  There were four shots fired.  I do not, as I said, remember firing 



specifically four shots.  I remember them being fired in quick succession.  But I 

said there, was I fired four shots.  I did fire them. When describing the manner, 

I fired them in quick succession.  Do I remember firing four shots?  No, I do 

not.   

 At the door?   ---  Correct.  At the door, M'Lady.  

 Do you remember firing at the door?   ---  Yes, I remember firing at the 

door.  

 Why did you.. yesterday when we ended, you said you do not.  You 

cannot remember.   ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. Yesterday [intervene].  

 You did!  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. Yesterday, when put to me if I 

fired at the door, if I remember firing at the door, I said yes, I do.  I remember 

firing at the door. I was not… at the time that I fired, the pistol was pointed at 

the door.  When I heard the noise I fired the pistol.  I remember firing at the 

door.  I never said that I do not remember firing at the door.   

 Okay.  Let me just get it.  We luckily have the record and I will go 

through it during lunch.   Where you are sitting now and is it your evidence:  I 

remember firing four shots at the door?   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.   

 Because you remember aiming at the door.   ---  I remember pulling the 

trigger and the rounds going into the door, M'Lady.   

 Okay I.. unfortunately I have to test you on it.  I remember pulling the 

trigger and rounds going into the door.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 How do you remember the rounds going into the door?   ---  [Indistinct 

12:48:59] 



 But, did you hear them go through into the door, did you see them 

going through the door?   ---  [Indistinct] firearm was pointed [Indistinct audio 

12:49:06 - 12:49:13]… that is where I fired.  

 So the.. Now we can go back to where we stopped yesterday.  You 

fired.. did you fire deliberately?   ---  No, M'Lady I did not fire deliberately.   

 You still with accidentally?   ---  I am still with the fact that I fired the 

gun out of fear.  That at the time I interpreted it as somebody coming out of the 

bathroom, M'Lady.  I am trying to argue, I am saying that at the.. I did not 

mean to pull the trigger. So then in that sense, it was an accident.   

 Okay.  I just want us not to again get this confused.  I never meant to 

pull the trigger.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So you never wanted to shoot at intruders coming out of the bathroom?   

---  I did not have time to think about it, M'Lady.  Whether I did or did not want 

to.  I would not wanted to take or shoot at someone. 

 No,  answer the question.  You never deliberately pulled the trigger?   

So, you never wanted to shoot at robbers, intruders coming out of the toilet.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So whatever happened in that bathroom, noises, what happened the 

whole day.. that whole night, never caused you to pull the trigger.  It went off 

accidentally.   ---  That is the opposite of what I am saying, M'Lady.  

 No, it is not.  No, it is not.   ---  What I said was that the noise coming 

from the bathroom, made me pull the trigger.  From the toilet, so that is not 

what Mr Nel is putting to me, M'Lady.  



 But you cannot remember pulling the trigger.   Can you?  ---   I can 

remember pulling trigger, M'Lady.  

 But you did not aim at anything?   ---  The firearm was aimed at the 

door at that time, M'Lady.  

 Did you want to shoot the people coming out of the door or not?   ---  I 

did not have time to think if I wanted to or did not wanted to, M'Lady.  I heard a 

noise coming from inside the toilet and discharge the firearm.   

 Now let.. so.. you never wanted to shoot the rob…the intruders coming 

out of the toilet.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 But we know there were not intruders in there.   ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 We know that Reeva was in there.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So there was no reason for you to shoot, objectively seen.   After the 

fact, as we stand here today, you had no reason to shoot.  ---   That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 If you waited a second to see the door would opened, you would not 

have fired.   ---  It is a possibility, M'Lady.  

 No it is not a possi.. she was in there.  We know it now.  She was in 

there.  if you waited, you would not have fired.  Am I right?   ---  I am not sure 

about a second, Reeva would come out or she would spoken to me or.. then I 

would not have fired.  

 As we.. but.. let us go.. we know for a fact that there were no intruders 

in your house that night.   ---   That is correct, M'Lady.  



 We know for a fact there was no ladder against the wall.   ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 We know for a fact it was Reeva in there.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 In the toilet.  We know for a fact that she was not a threat.   ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 We know for a fact you had no reason to shoot.   ---  That is correct 

[intervene].  

 Objectively seen.   ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now it is not your version that you aimed at the door because you saw 

the robbers were coming out and you have to protect yourself?   ---  It is my 

version M'Lady, that is what I have said in my chief.  Was that I thought the 

robbers were either in the toilet, or intruders were in the toilet or that they were 

on the ladder.   My firearm, I said was pointed at the toilet.  My eyes were 

going between the window and the toilet door.   

 Why did you fire?   ---  Because I heard a noise coming from inside the 

toilet. That I interpreted at that split moment as somebody coming out to attack 

me, M'Lady.   

 We… luckily this is all on  record. So…and when you head that.. you 

just started shooting?   ---  That is [intervened].  

 Or accidentally your fingers pulled the trigger.   ---  I started shooting at 

that point, M'Lady.  

 At the intruders?   ---  At the door, M'Lady.  

 But in your mind, at the intruders.   ---  It is what I perceived as a 



intruder coming out to attack me, M'Lady. 

 So it was not accidentally?   ---  M'Lady, I am getting confused with this 

accidentally and not accidentally.  When I try to explain myself I am told to say 

it is an accident or not.  I told .. I have said time and time again, what I 

perceived and what I thought.  I do not understand.. if it is now put to me.. it 

was put to me yesterday that it was by accident and now it is put to me that it 

was not by accident.  I do not understand, M'Lady.  I am saying that I did not 

intent to shoot.  My firearm was pointed at the door because that is where I 

believed that somebody was.. when I heard a noise, I did not have time to think 

and I fired my.. I fired my weapon. It was an accident.  

 M'Lady, would this be an opportune moment.  It is, I think five to one. If 

we take the adjournment.  The tea adjournment.. ag tea.. lunch adjournment 

now, M'Lady.   

COURT:   We will be back at two o’ clock.  The court will adjourn.         

COURT ADJOURNS [12:55]             ~ ~ ~             [14:02] COURT RESUMES 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  As the court pleases, 

My Lady.  Mr Pistorius, I know that you have read statements, you have 

listened to evidence and that based on that, you have given evidence and 

given the court a version.  You have taken into account evidence that you have 

read and been informed about, am I right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Now I am going to the scene now.  But I want you to tell the court what 

you can remember.  Not what is reconstructed.  Do you understand what I am 



saying?   ---  I do understand, My Lady.  It is hard for me to... memories are 

reconstruction and isolated memories are reconstructions.  So what I can 

remember up to the point from where I went to sleep to where I shot... about 

the pistol I remember.  The thing I did not remember was the four shots.  I did 

not remember the number of shots.  It will be very hard for me now, after 

reading statements upon statements over the last year and a half and listening 

to the evidence in court, to think back to what memory was my own and what 

memory was... obviously a memory like the four shots is something I do not 

remember, but it is the fact that four shots were fired.  I can go through my 

whole version and I can tell you what I remember.  We can do that again.  But 

that was my memory of what happened that night. 

 Now we will ask you questions, I will ask you questions.  If you just 

reply and tell the court what you can remember.  Try and think of the 

reconstruction and what really happened.   ---  I will do so. 

 So let us just get to what you can remember.   ---  Alright, My Lady, I 

can do so. 

 Now let us start with... you arrived just after six on the afternoon of the 

13th?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And what happened then?   ---  I then went into the house.  I chatted 

with Reeva.  I then went upstairs.  I came downstairs.  We had dinner.   

 Okay, let us just stop there.  So you had dinner and that was at what 

time?   ---  Just shortly after seven o’clock, My Lady. 

 Now that was the last time that you ate?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 



 It is also the last time, as far as you know, that Reeva ate?   --- That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 She prepared food?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Can you remember what you had for dinner?   ---  It was a chicken... 

she had made chicken strips and cut them and she had made a stir fry, like a 

chicken stir fry with some vegetables. 

 And neither you nor she, had anything else to eat that night?   --- That 

is correct, My Lady. 

 Now that is roughly seven hours before she was killed?   ---  It is 

roughly eight hours before, My Lady.  Seven to three am would be eight hours. 

 That is fine.  And is it possible that she got up later and went down to 

eat something without you knowing it?   ---  I do not think so, My Lady. 

 Then upstairs in the room you were busy with your I-pad surfing the 

net, the internet?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 I want to go quickly over it.  I am sure we will come back, but I just 

want to get to a specific point and you later made a call to someone.   ---  I was 

surfing on my I-pad My Lady and more or less at the same time, I was busy 

texting my cousin, Mr Binge and later in the evening whilst I was still on the 

bed I made a phone call to Mr Binge.  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And whilst you were on the phone with him, what was the deceased 

doing?   ---  [indistinct] – technical problem with microphones 14:08:02 – 

14:08:19 

 [indistinct] you are on the phone with your cousin and the deceased is 



doing her Yoga exercises, what happened then?   ---  As the conversation with 

my cousin was coming to an end, Reeva got up and she walked to the 

bathroom.  When I put down the phone, she called me to come brush my teeth.  

I went to brush my teeth.  She was... when I got to the bathroom she was 

finishing brushing her teeth and she returned back to the bedroom, My Lady. 

 You brushed your teeth and also returned to the bedroom?   --- That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 She was on the bed?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Doing what?   ---  She was just lying on the bed, My Lady.  The TV was 

on and she had her phone with her. 

 And what did you do?   ---  I climbed into bed, My Lady. 

 Now on which side of the bed?   ---  As I said before My Lady, I walked 

to the bed and I climbed into it from where the bathroom was.  So if you look at 

the bed it would on the left hand side. 

 But we also know that that is not where you usually slept, on that side 

of the bed?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And why did you sleep on that side of the bed?   ---  As I said earlier in 

my chief, My Lady, I had a shoulder injury so I could not place weight on my 

right shoulder. 

 Now have you been sleeping on the left hand side of the bed since you 

were injured on your shoulder?   ---  Yes, on and off.  Some days when I have 

training it hurts.  Some nights Reeva does not sleep over at my house, or did 

not sleep over at my place and then I would sleep in the middle of the bed, but 



on... during that period if I could not sleep... if Reeva was not sleeping at my 

house I may have slept on the right hand side, but faced the curtains.  But I 

would not climb into bed and face away from her.  So I climbed into bed on the 

left and I had been sleeping on the left during that time. 

 And you put the fans in the position where they were, when you went to 

sleep?   ---  Not when I went to sleep, My Lady. 

 Before you... but I am talking the position when you went to sleep 

where they were, you put them there?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And that was?   ---  That was as I said with one foot on the balcony of 

the tripod fan, and two feet in the bedroom and the smaller fan in between 

those... in between the legs of the larger fan, My Lady. 

 And your prosthesis?   ---  I left my prosthesis left to the bed, My Lady. 

 Where next to the bed?   ---  If you look at the bed, on the right hand 

side... one on top of the other where the doors were, so that they could 

ventilate, My Lady. 

 If you say one on top of the other, were they lying flat or standing 

upright?   ---  They were lying flat, My Lady.  One on top of the other. 

 Yes, what happened then?   ---  After I took my prosthetic legs off 

My Lady, I got on to the bed [indistinct – technical problem with microphone 

14:11:59 – 14:12:08] 

 And when you got back from having brushed your teeth, what 

happened then?   ---  After I got on to the bed, as I said I was... Reeva was 

watching TV and I was lying next to her and I was half looking at the pictures 



on her phone with her.  We were looking at pictures of homes.  I was on my I-

pad finishing things up... finishing some things up or looking at some things 

and then the TV was playing so we were just kind of chatting and I do not... we 

were just spending the night in bed just chatting, My Lady. 

 But nobody was on the I-pad then?   ---  I have said, I have just said I 

was on the I-pad then. 

 Whilst you were there with her?   ---  Yes, that is correct. 

 So you were on your I-pad even after you phoned your cousin? ---  I 

remember that, My Lady. 

 Okay.  So what then?   ---  And then I retired and I said to Reeva... I 

said to her I was falling asleep.  She was showing me pictures on her phone 

and I asked her... I said to her... I asked her if she was tired and she said no, 

she was not tired and so I lay on her stomach and I just said to her, when you 

fall asleep will you bring the fans in and close the doors and she said, yes and 

then I just lay on her stomach and I had my arm around her legs. 

 And you feel asleep?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 She was never on your I-pad that evening, using your I-pad?   --- I 

remember the picture of the cars that came up during one of the witnesses that 

the state was leading My Lady.  That night we were talking about if we could 

each have five of our favourite cars in the world, which cars we would have 

and we were Googling and showing each other pictures of those vehicles and 

saying what colours we would like them in and things like that.  So we were 

both busy on the I-pad.  When I got home it was me that was on the I-pad and 



when we got into bed, we were looking at things on her phone and on my I-pad 

together. 

 But after she has done her exercises and after you have brushed your 

teeth, she was lying there, nobody was on the I-pad?   --- My Lady, it is the 

third time now that I have said, I was on my I-pad after I got into bed. 

 After you brushed your teeth?   ---  Yes, that is correct, My Lady. 

 Was she then also looking with you?   ---  Yes, My Lady. 

 And she was also on her phone?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 You know where the I-pad was found?   ---  Next to the bed, My Lady. 

 On what side?   ---  On Reeva’s side of... or on the right hand side of 

the bed, where Reeva was sleeping. 

 Why would that be?   ---  It is where she placed, or where she would 

have placed it, I guess, My Lady.  I feel asleep. 

 So you fell asleep with the I-pad and she must have put it there?   ---

  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Okay.  Now tell us when you woke up, what happened?  Do you know 

what woke you up?   ---  I do not know what woke me up, My Lady.  I think it 

was just very humid and hot. 

 It was not a noise that woke you up?   ---  I do not remember, My Lady.  

I just remember it was humid and hot and I was awake and I sat up in bed. 

 You never said that you woke up in cold sweat because you have 

heard a noise somewhere?   ---  No, I did not ever say that, My Lady. 

 Okay, to no one?   ---  I have never said that, My Lady. 



 Okay.  Now what happened then when you woke up?   ---  I sat up in 

bed.  I put my head down, my hands on my head and I rubbed my face and 

Reeva asked me if I could not sleep and I said I cannot and I climbed out of 

bed.  I was feeling on the side of the bed... I walked around.  I brought the fan 

in, the small fan and then I brought the bigger fan in.  I closed the doors.  I 

locked the doors and I drew the curtains. 

 Okay.  Let us just... so you spoke to her?  She was wide awake?   ---  I 

do not know if she was wide awake, My Lady. 

 She called you ‘babba’?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 She spoke to you first?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And said words to the effect that, if you could not sleep, and you said 

no, you could not?   ---  Her exact words were, “can’t you sleep babba.” 

 “Can’t you sleep babba?”   ---  That is correct. 

 You can still remember that?   ---  Yes, My Lady. 

 Okay.  And you replied?   ---  I said no, I cannot. 

 And there was no other conversation?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 You never discussed the fact that she did not bring in the fans?   ---

  No, My Lady. 

 The lights were... what was the position of the lights?   ---  We were 

sleeping, My Lady, the lights were off. 

 Except the light on the balcony?   ---  The outside balcony light was on. 

 So you could see inside the room at that stage because the balcony 

light was still on?   ---  The curtains, as I explained, were drawn closed, but 



they were draped around the fans.  There was a little bit of light illuminating 

from the outside into the carpet but the room was by no means light.  You 

could make out the silhouettes of the bed and of some of the objects on the 

floor.  It was at that point that I saw the jeans on the floor and there was 

enough light that I could bring... pick up the fan and place it on the floor.  When 

I drew the curtains it was pitch black. 

 But you could see Reeva?   ---  I did not look at the bed, My Lady.  I 

walked, as I said, with my hand out and I walked to the balcony.  

 When you woke up, could you see Reeva?   ---  I remember her talking 

to me.  I did not look down.  I had my hand... my head in my hands, My Lady, 

and she asked me if I cannot sleep, and I said to her that I could not and I got 

out of my bed. 

 And when you woke up you were on the left hand side of the bed?   ---

  If you are looking at the bed on the left hand side, that is correct, My Lady. 

 And she on the right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 You then got up and walked around the bed?   ---  That is what I said, 

My Lady. 

 You took the... firstly you moved the smaller fan and then the larger 

fan?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And then you closed the door and locked it?   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 And closed the windows?   ---  I did not close any windows, My Lady. 

 Closed the curtains?   ---  I closed the curtains, My Lady. 



 Was it difficult for you to do, or was it easy to close the curtains?  

Nothing bothered you?   ---  No, nothing bothered me.  I leaned up and I was 

holding on the curtains, they are very heavy and I drew them closed.  I used 

them to balance and I pulled them close. 

 It was not difficult to close the sliding door as well?   ---  No, it was not 

difficult. 

 Because nothing was in your way?   ---  No, there was nothing in the 

way, My Lady. 

 And was it not difficult to close the curtains, because nothing was in the 

way?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Okay.  And Reeva did not say a word after that?   ---  No, she did not, 

My Lady. 

 And you did not see her get up?   ---  No, I did not see her get up, 

My Lady. 

 Why not?   ---  My back was facing the room, My Lady.  I was busy 

bringing in the fans and closing the door.  So I did not... my back was facing 

the room. 

 You see... you are bending down, taking the small fan, putting the 

small fan in, bringing the larger fan in.  She is there... she is a maximum two 

metres from you and you are telling the court you did not see her get up?   ---

  My Lady, I am five foot something without my legs on.  I did not have to bend 

down.  I literally leaned out and picked up the fan. 

 That is even more [intervenes]   ---  I placed the fan down.  I took the 



fan... the position I was facing was the door and where I was placing the fans 

which is in the opposite direction of where Reeva was.  I do not know how she 

got up out of bed.  I was in close proximity to her, but I did not see her get out 

of bed.  Whether she walked off the foot of the bed, or if she got out, I did not 

see that.  So I cannot say that I [intervenes] 

 But at least you will agree with me that if I say it is strange that you did 

not see her get up, you will agree?   ---  It was [intervenes] 

 She was with you.   ---  It was pitch black and it was behind me, 

My Lady, so it is not strange at all. 

 So she got up only after you closed the curtains, because before you 

closed the curtains it was not pitch black?   ---  I do not know when she got up, 

My Lady. 

 Ja, but when... before you closed the curtains it was not pitch black?  If 

she got up then, you would have seen her?   ---  I would not have seen her 

My Lady, because it was behind me.  I was not facing the bed.  I was facing 

the opposite direction. 

 And you did not hear her get up?   ---  No, I had the fans blowing in my 

face.  The floor fan... I did not have my legs on, it was at the same height as 

my head.  I simply picked up the fan and I placed it. 

 And ... okay let us... I just have to go through it.  So you got up, you 

walked around the bed, put the two fans in, closed the door, locked it and 

closed the curtains?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 In that time, she must have got up?  It could be no other time? ---  That 



is correct, My Lady.  

 Because if she got up after that, you would have seen her?   --- It was 

pitch black My Lady, I do not know when she got up.  I cannot say I would have 

seen her or I would not have seen her.  The only light that I could have seen 

was a small LED-light from the amplifier.  It was the only light in that entire 

bedroom.  I do not know when she got up. 

 Let us just... now at least you are facing the bed?   ---  I am not facing 

the bed.  I am facing the opposite direction.  The TV is in the exact opposite 

direction of the bed, My Lady. 

 Are you facing the passage?   ---  I am not facing the passage.  I am 

facing the TV cabinet where the amplifier is, My Lady. 

 So you face the door, then you face the TV cabinet?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 And in your peripheral vision you did not see any movement? ---  I 

could hardly see anything.  Not even... let alone in my peripheral vision, 

My Lady.  I could barely see anything in the bedroom. 

 Okay.  By then you knew where the denim was?   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 Because you saw it earlier?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Are you sure?  I am asking you details, you are giving the court 

details.   ---  Yes, I am very sure, My Lady. 

 Because your evidence in chief was different.  Do you want to think 

about it?   ---  No, My Lady. 



 You saw the denim when you walked to the door in the light of the 

balcony?   ---  I saw the denim when I walked around the bed, when I was 

about to bring in the fans.  When I was walking... when I turned from where I 

placed the fans and drawn the curtains.  I picked up the jeans.  They were 

there.  I could see them from the illumination of the light from the amplifier, 

they were on the floor.  I leaned down... I was walking to pick them up and 

place them over the light of the amplifier. 

 Now if you look at photograph 55, if you did that, you were facing the 

passage.  I will put it on the screen for you, or rather look in the file.  It is E55.  

It is the other one.  Mr Pistorius, it is that one.  Are you there?  55?   ---  I am 

My Lady. 

 Now the denim there, if you picked that up or got to it, at least you were 

facing the passage, or not?   ---  I do not believe you would be facing the 

passage.  The passage is... if you look at this photo, the passage is this 

direction and the denim is here and the amplifier is in that direction. 

 Okay, so you walked over the duvet there to get to the denim?   ---  I 

would not have walked over the duvet, because the duvet was not on the floor, 

My Lady. 

 Was the duvet not on the floor?   ---  No, My Lady, the duvet was not 

on the floor. 

 How did it get on to the floor?   ---  I am not sure, My Lady. 

 No, but did you put it on to the floor?   ---  As I said, My Lady, the duvet 

was not on the floor. 



 Did you at any time put it on to the floor?   ---  No, I did not, My Lady. 

 So somebody must have done that, it is not you?  ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 It is not Reeva?   ---  My Lady, the duvet was not on the floor. 

 It is not you, it is not Reeva?  So the policemen that all gave evidence 

that when they walked in there, the duvet was on the floor, were lying?   ---  My 

Lady, we discussed this yesterday where I said... we spoke about Mr Hilton 

Botha’s first statement where he said:  ‘Die beddegoed was op die een kant 

van die bed.’  Meaning the bedding was on the one side of the bed.  I do not 

understand how the bedding could be on the floor, when I remember the 

bedding being on the bed and where he remembers seeing the bedding on the 

bed, so [intervenes] 

 He did not.   ---  So what [intervenes] 

 You see that is Afrikaans.  That is also aan die een kant van die bed.  It 

is just on the carpet, but it is on die een kant van die bed.   --- No, that is not 

true, My Lady.  We can get an interpreter [intervenes] 

 My Lady, if counsel would want to make an objection they should get 

up and not make remarks, because Mr Oldwage is making a remark whilst I am 

doing cross-examination.  If he wants to object, he should get up.  My Lady, it 

is bothering me. 

COURT:  Yes, Mr Oldwage? 

MR OLDWAGE:  My Lady, we may very well make an objection in a moment.  I 

need to just look at the documentation.  I conferred with Mr Roux over an 



aspect that we are not in agreement with.  If Mr Nel is upset about that, he will 

hear an objection in due course, My Lady. 

COURT:  Yes, but it is not proper that you should be whispering whilst he is on 

the floor. 

MR OLDWAGE:  Indeed. I apologise. Indeed. 

COURT:  Yes. 

MR NEL:  As the court pleases.  Now Mr Pistorius, Colonel van Rensburg was 

first on the scene.  He said he walked into that room.  It is long before 

Botha... not long, it is before Botha was there.  He found the duvet in the 

position it was at, that you can see it on the photograph. 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, maybe just in all fairness, what he said is it was exactly 

as in the photo.  But when we asked in cross examination whether he could 

remember, he had difficulties to put objects.  It is true that in his examination in 

chief, he said it was as per the photo.  But when I asked him cross examination 

if he could confirm that, he could not.   

MR NEL:  My Lady, I do not agree.  I say it was Van Rensburg’s evidence 

[intervenes] 

COURT:  Where is the record?  The record will [intervenes] 

MR NEL:  My Lady, but I am not making the objection.  If counsel wants to 

make the objection, they should read the record and come with a proper 

objection, My Lady. 

COURT:  Yes. 

MR NEL:  My respectful submission is that... may I proceed. 



COURT:  Yes, Mr Roux? 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, he is making a statement.  I am not making the 

statements and he must make sure that the statements are correct.  I will, in 

the meantime, find the place in the cross examination, but he is making the 

statement. 

COURT:  And what do we do in the meantime? 

MR ROUX:  Maybe move on to a next question and come back to this My 

Lady.  I will find it. 

MR NEL:  As the court pleases.  Now Mr Pistorius, let us make easier, the 

photographer took that photograph and said that is where he found that duvet, 

that is Mr van Staden.  Okay, if it was put there by somebody, it must have 

been before Van Staden gave evidence, do you agree with that?   ---  If that is 

what Mr van Staden says, then I agree with that My Lady. 

 So your evidence must be that a policeman put the duvet there?   ---

  My Lady, I do not know who put the duvet there, but the duvet was not there.  

If Mr van Staden says that, then that is his evidence.  If any other policemen 

said that they did not put the duvet on the floor, I would find it very hard to 

believe.  I would not know who had moved it, but the duvet was not on the 

floor. 

 You see I put it to you it was, it is just difficult to fit into your version.  

Now it was... yesterday I asked you if there is anything wrong with that 

photograph and you said, no. 

COURT:  Did you specifically refer to this photograph? 



MR NEL:  56, My Lady.   ---  I do not remember speaking about this photo 

yesterday, My Lady. 

 The photograph where one can see the fan and the right hand side of 

the bed.   ---  I remember having many things that I said about that photo 56, 

the following photo, My Lady.   

 Ja.   ---  One of them was that there were many photos taken and there 

were many inconsistencies, but the one thing I do remember is that… [Indistinct 

14:31:06] …reflection of those items.  The only way that I knew that they had 

been moved was because there was variations in the photos [Indistinct 

14:31:16]… 

 But I showed you that photograph and you said there is nothing wrong 

with that photograph and anyone can see this duvet.   ---  I do not remember 

saying there is nothing wrong with the photograph. 

 But let us go back.  Tell me where you remember the duvet last.   ---

  On the bed, My Lady. 

 Where?   ---  On the bed, My Lady. 

 No, where on the bed?   ---  I do not remember where on the bed.  It 

was on the bed, My Lady. 

 You have to.  Was Reeva under the duvet?   ---  Yes, Reeva was under 

the duvet.  I was not. 

 So you saw that?  Come again?   ---  I said Reeva was not... Reeva 

was under the duvet, My Lady.  I did not have the duvet.  Reeva had the duvet 

over the bottom part of her legs and I did not have the duvet on me at all. 



 That is interesting.  So let us see.  I did not see Reeva but I can now 

tell the court that the duvet was covering the bottom part of her legs.  How do 

you know that?   ---  Because I moved the duvet over, My Lady.  The duvet 

was next to me, when I moved the duvet over. 

 But then you know.  So why did you say on the bed?  So you moved 

the duvet, when you woke up, you had to move the duvet over?   ---  I had to 

get out of bed.  So I [intervenes] 

 Were you under the duvet?   ---  No, I was not under the duvet, My 

Lady. 

 So how did you... or why did you have to move it?   ---  Because I was 

busy getting out of bed.  I needed my legs to rotate my body to get out of bed 

and my... I would have pushed the duvet aside. 

 You got off the bed, on what side?   ---  My Lady, I got out of the bed 

on the left hand side of the bed. 

 So you will now tell the court that as a fact, as a fact, when you got up 

Reeva was under the duvet, the bottom part of her legs, or her legs were under 

the duvet, am I right?   ---  I could see the duvet going up, that is all I could 

make was a silhouette.  I could see the duvet going up and I presumed it was 

her legs that were under it.  So from what I can remember, that is what I 

remembered, My Lady. 

 No, you see Mr Pistorius, you are adapting.  Because when I asked 

you first, you said I did not see and you know what you did, you said my hands 

were on my face.  My face was in my hands, that is what you said.  Now you 



say I can remember seeing a silhouette.  It is two different things.  You are 

adapting your version.   ---  I am not My Lady. 

 You are.   ---  I remember saying that.  I obviously [indistinct 14:33:48] 

when I got out of bed, I was not holding my face till after I got out of bed.  I 

rubbed my face and then I turned to get out of the bed.  When I moved the 

duvet I saw that the duvet went up… [Indistinct audio 14:33:59 – 13:34:06] 

 I am going to ask you that.  I have to go back.  When you woke up, did 

you see Reeva?   ---  [Indistinct 14:34:14] 

 On which side of the bed was she?   ---  [Indistinct 14:34:19] right hand 

side of the bed, My Lady. 

 What did you see of Reeva?   ---  I saw the duvet go up over her legs, 

My Lady. 

 So one thing we have now.  Let us have that.  When you got up, we 

have Reeva on the bed legs under the duvet?   ---  As far as I can remember, 

My Lady.  That is what I remember. 

 Just follow me.  I now walk and you walk down the left hand side of the 

bed, around the front of the bed, she did not pass you there?   --- No.  I do not 

know where she passed me My Lady. 

 But she did not pass you there, because you would have seen it?   ---

  That is correct... I can deduct that much. 

 Yes.   ---  That is correct. 

 Yes, so if whilst you are walking... and she got off the bed, then you 

would have seen it?  Am I right?   ---  I am sorry, My Lady, I am [intervenes] 



 If she, whilst you are walking from the left hand side of the bed, right 

around the front of the bed towards the door, she got up then, you would have 

seen it?   ---  I do not know if I would have seen it, but I would have... I am sure 

I would have noticed her getting out of bed at that time.  I did not notice it.  I do 

not know when she got out of bed, My Lady. 

 No, I know that is what you want to say, but I say, it is impossible for 

you not to [intervenes]   ---  If I got out of [intervenes] 

 Know.   ---  It is impossible for me not to know.  If I got out of bed and 

by the time I was at the foot of the bed, if she had rolled over and climbed out 

on my side of the bed, then it is possible that she could have climbed out at 

that point.  I do not know when she climbed out of the bed. 

 Let us exclude something else.  She did not get out of the bed on the 

right hand side of the bed?   ---  I do not know where she got out, or how she 

got out of the bed. 

 No, it is… [Indistinct 14:35:56]  …if she got out, and I will go through all 

these questions, if she got out on the right hand side of the bed, you would 

have seen her?   ---  I probably would have sensed that she was there, My 

Lady. 

 Yes.   ---  I agree with that. 

 Oh, so let us cut that out.  As far as your... for the court to believe your 

version, we must exclude the fact that she got up off the bed on the right hand 

side of the bed?   ---  That sounds correct, My Lady. 

 Also for the court to accept your version, we have to remove the duvet 



from that position where it is at the moment, on photograph 55? ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 Because as far as you are concerned, the duvet was on the bed?   ---

  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Good.  Can I just ask you this question.  So you saw the duvet on the 

bed when you got up and you saw... at the same time you saw that her legs 

were covered by the duvet, am I right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Did you see the duvet on your bed again?   ---  Yes, I did, My Lady 

when I put my prosthetic legs on, after the incident, after I had yelled at the 

balcony, when I sat on the bed I moved the duvet, just before I placed my 

prosthetic legs on. 

 You moved it on to the bed?   ---  It was already on the bed, My Lady. 

 Ja, but further on to the bed?   ---  It was on the bed and I might have 

moved it into the middle of... more of the... some position I moved it, My Lady.  

I moved it into the position of the bed. 

 I see.  Now let us just carry on, we will get back.  So what else would 

you say... if you now look at that photograph in terms of things that should not 

be where they are at the moment, what else is wrong there?   ---  The fan 

could not have possibly been there, My Lady, because it is in the way of the 

door’s opening. 

 Indeed.  Indeed.   ---  I would have run out on to the balcony My Lady 

and where I shouted for help that fan would have been in the way.  So it was 

[intervenes] 



 It never happened.   ---  So it must have been moved, My Lady. 

 It never happened, because now you see it.  That fan in the position 

where it is there, would have blocked you... would have made it difficult for you 

to close that door.   ---  [Indistinct 14:39:05] I would not have that time to move 

all the way along and open the [Indistinct 14:39:08] that much. 

 Yes.   ---  If I was in a hurry, I would have [Indistinct 14:39:15] 

 I agree.   ---  [Indistinct 14:39:18] ran out on to the balcony.  I would not 

have drawn the curtain all the way, far to the left hand side. 

 You see because Mr Pistorius, your version is a lie.  You never closed 

the curtains Mr Pistorius, in the first instance.  That is why you have to come 

up with things because now we have to look for a policeman that did the 

following:  that moved the duvet to the carpet, that moved the fan back, that 

moved the curtain more open.  Those three things, am I right?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 What else?  Let us deal with that.   ---  Well, on other photos my 

watches were stolen in my room.  Some of my watches went missing. 

 Indeed.  Let us go to 56 like we did yesterday.  So somebody did those 

three things, because those three things, the fan, the duvet and the curtains, 

could not have been in the position that we see them on this photograph?   ---

  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And that was never put to either Van Rensburg and or Van Staden, 

that they did it?   ---  I do not remember, My Lady, if it was or if it was not. 

 And I mean... in them doing it they are in fact interfering with your 



defence?  They make your defence difficult, am I right?   --- My Lady, I do not 

agree with that comment, My Lady.  Mr van Staden, or Officer van Staden, if 

you look at his photos with the documents of his pattern, he says that he was 

around the time... the whole time in the bathroom.  When we saw the photos of 

the people in the bathroom when he was not there, we saw objects moved 

from the time when he left the bathroom to when he went to take photos 

outside to when he got back. 

 Interesting.  You are arguing again.  Interesting you are arguing again.  

Why are you arguing?  The questions are now difficult, now you are arguing 

the case.  Why do you not just focus on the questions?   --- My Lady, Mr Nel 

[intervenes]  

 Now you see, let us just look... a policeman must have been clever 

enough to move that fan, just back and into the door to make your version 

impossible?   ---  I would not say it would have anything to do with intelligence, 

My Lady.  At that point none of the police officers investigating my home or my 

case, had any insight as to what had happened.  There were many things that 

were moved here.  The fan was one of them. 

 It was never moved.  You see Mr Pistorius, it was never moved.  That 

door was open when you and the deceased got in an argument.  That door 

was open.  The fan was just there.  The duvet was there.  The curtains in the 

exact same position.  Nobody moved anything. 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, I am just... sorry.  The argument part I did not 

understand.  It was put that when they were having an argument.  I cannot 



remember evidence to that effect.  So if it is put there must just be detail about 

that argument. 

COURT:  Yes.  Please. 

MR NEL:  I will get there.  I will bold my case to say that when you got up, you 

had an argument, that is why she ran away screaming. 

MR ROUX:  My Lady, maybe he must say that it is an assumption, because 

there is no evidence of such an argument. 

MR NEL:  My Lady, circumstantial evidence is evidence.  I said circumstantial 

evidence.  We have evidence of witnesses saying they heard a woman 

scream.  I say she screamed when she ran away.  It is not an assumption.  It is 

evidence.  It is circumstantial evidence.  We cannot lead eye witness evidence 

because the one witness who we would want to call, is dead.  My Lady, 

circumstantial evidence, is evidence, Mr Roux knows that.  That is what I am 

saying, that is my case. 

MR ROUX:  I know that... the screaming part I understand, but he was referring 

to the argument, My Lady, that was the objection.  Which evidence does he 

rely on to make a submission or put, that there was an argument.  But that is 

the difficulty, not the screaming.  That we understand. 

COURT:  Are you objecting to the way it is put? 

MR ROUX:  Yes, that he puts to him... because if you are the prosecution and 

you make a statement to an accused, it cannot be one coming from nowhere.  

It must have a basis and to put to him that there was an argument, I 

challenged the state to say, now when was this argument and where is the 



evidence of that argument.  If he tells me that they assume there was an 

argument, that is something else.  But if he tells me, if he puts to the witness 

there was an argument, then I challenge that because in the state, there is no 

argument in the state’s case. 

MR NEL:  My Lady, as the circumstantial evidence, as the only reasonable 

inference from circumstantial evidence, there was an argument. 

COURT:  Well, if you put it that way, then it is fine. 

MR NEL:  Well, My Lady, that is my... I am putting to him what is my case.  

Now counsel would know how I get to my case by... I cannot every time do it, 

but I will.  If the court tells me to [intervenes] 

COURT:  No, it is proper that you should do it. 

MR NEL:  My inference is, as the only reasonable inference, that the deceased 

ran screaming from there, that is why we heard screams and that door was 

never closed.   ---  It is not true, My Lady. 

 But let us just before we walk off from this photograph, just go back to 

55 and do the following:  on your version the fan could not have been in that 

position that we see it there?   ---  I said so, My Lady. 

 The curtain could not be in that position that we see it there?   --- And 

the duvet, My Lady. 

 And the duvet, apart from that, what else could not have been 

there?   ---  That is all I can see at this time. 

 What else should be there?   ---  Nothing comes to mind at this time, 

My Lady. 



 I am going to help you.  I do not want to catch you out or something, I 

am going to help you.  What about the smaller fan?  That should be on the 

photograph.   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Okay, so you forgot about that one?  Why did you forget about that 

one, because that is significant?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 So we have got a fourth thing.  A policeman must have first moved the 

fan before he put the duvet on that particular position?   --- That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 Okay.  Is this one the conspiracy, or was it that they would do all this to 

you?   What do you think?   ---  I am not sure I follow the question, My Lady. 

 Why would the police do all this?   ---  I am not sure, My Lady. 

 But one thing we can exclude and... forgive me, I will go through this 

plenty of times, one thing we can exclude is they did not do it because they 

knew your version and wanted to change the scene not to fit your version, that 

is one thing we can exclude?   ---  My Lady, I do not know what you can 

exclude and what you can include.  But the fact is, is that things were moved 

and things were placed.  We can go through this file and look at all the photos 

where things were at different places.  So to say they did that with all the other 

objects in the room and which we can find in these photos, but that they did not 

do them with other objects because they do not suit the state’s version.  What I 

am saying is that the fan was moved, the duvet was moved and in other photos 

we can look at all the other objects that were moved and misplaced and then 

evidence was taken, photos were taken as if that is how they were found.  



 No, no.   ---  So I do not know why they would have done it.  I was not 

there and I am not a policeman and I was not on this team. 

 But it is not to negate your version, because they never knew your 

version on that morning when they took the photographs?   --- That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 Okay, good.  So... what else would be wrong with this particular 

photograph?   ---  My Lady, I do not know what time this photo was taken.  

There are many other photos [intervenes] 

 05:58 and counsel would stop me if I am lying by putting wrong facts to 

you.  That photograph was taken at 05:58.   ---  Ja, well the light was on when 

this photo was taken, My Lady.  The light was not on at that time. 

 The light in the bed?   ---  In the bedroom, My Lady. 

 Was it not on at all?  Did you never switch on that light?   ---  I do not 

remember switching the light on, My Lady. 

 Now you see, if you do not remember, can you categorically say it was 

off?   ---  No, I cannot categorically say it was off. 

 You did.   ---  My Lady, I said the light is on in this photo.  It was not on.  

I do not remember it being on.  I can only say what I remember. 

 You never switched that light on?   ---  I do not [intervenes] 

 Can you remember switching it on?   ---  No, I cannot remember. 

 Why would you not do it?   ---  After I had pulled the curtains open 

maybe there was enough light.  Maybe I was in a panic of thinking of 

everything else, I did not think about the light switch, My Lady. 



 You had to put on your prosthesis, you had to find your prosthesis, put 

them on, did you not switch the light on?   ---  My Lady, at the time that I put 

my prosthesis on, I ran straight back from the bedroom.  I did not run to the 

light switch.  There would have been enough ambient light after I had opened 

the doors and run out on to the balcony to scream for help.  From opening the 

doors and sitting... where my prosthetic legs were, this is very important, was 

exactly where the foot of this fan is against the bed.  So the fan could not have 

possibly been there.  If I put my prosthetic legs on there, there would have 

been enough light.  I did not think about switching on a light at the time.  My 

only thought was to get Reeva, to get help for Reeva. 

 An interesting observation.  Let us just go to photograph 56.  So the 

fan could not have been there when you brought it in, because your prostheses 

was against the foot end of the bed there?  Am I right?   ---  It could not have 

been there, because that is not where I placed it, but it also could not have 

been there because if I had opened the door to go out on to the balcony, it 

would have been in the way, My Lady. 

 So where was the fan?  Let us... you tell me, you tell the court and I 

think it would be easier on photograph 55, if you tell the court where you put 

the fan.   ---  The tripod fan was facing the bed, not facing the passage.  As it 

was warm I placed it facing us on the bed.  So it was... it was in a fixed 

position.  It was not in a swivelling position, and the fan was further to ... if you 

look at this photo, pretty much where the duvet is, facing the bed, the smaller 

fan was to the right of it, also facing the bed, My Lady. 



 Okay, let us just get... are you telling me that it is... the larger fan was 

where the duvet is now?   Can you point on the screen because [Indistinct 

14:51:18] able to identify that position.  Just hold it there.  Just hold it there.  

There?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Oh, okay.  So you put the fan all the way there, am I right?  You 

brought it in and put it there?   ---  My Lady, what this photo... what this photo 

shows is the left door being open and the curtain of the right door, being in line 

with where the right door would have been closed.  I opened both doors.  They 

slide independently.  They lock together.  When I went out on to the balcony I 

pulled both doors open.  When the balcony, when the fan was on the balcony it 

was between the two doors.  It was not that I had opened one door and then 

put the fan in.  The doors were opened and [Indistinct 14:52:03].  So the fan 

was... where the curtains are drawn all the way closed now, the fan was in that 

place, when I brought it in.  When I brought it in, I placed it [Indistinct 14:52:13] a 

case of picking up the small fan, placing it on the floor, just enough space so 

that I could move the bigger fan in and place it on the floor as well.  I then 

turned back and closed the doors.  The whole time my back... where I 

was... where I placed the fan my back was facing the bed. 

 I just want us to My Lady, the point that was indicated with a circle, I 

have marked it on my exhibit.  It is where there is a fold, it looks like a little 

mountain in the duvet.  That is the best I can describe it.  So that we have it for 

the record purposes, My Lady. 

COURT:  Yes.  Mr Roux, would you agree with that?  Would you agree with 



that description? 

MR ROUX:  I can also see it.  It is a fold in a duvet then. 

COURT:  Yes. 

MR NEL:  It is a fold in a duvet.  Good.  So the bigger fan would have been 

there and it would have faced the bed?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Okay.  You see the most amazing thing is, yesterday when we showed 

you these photographs, you did not say that.  Why not?   --- [Indistinct 14:53:51] 

 No, you must be sure.  You cannot tell this court you are not sure.  Tell 

me why not?   ---  I do not remember seeing photo 55 yesterday, My Lady. 

 Let us look at 56.   ---  We are talking about photo 55 now My Lady, 

and I do not remember seeing [intervenes] 

 Go to 56.  Why did you not say that fan is totally wrong, it should not 

have been there?   ---  I am not sure it came up in question My Lady. 

 No, no.  Remember I asked you if there is anything wrong with that 

photograph?  But there is one other aspect.  I put it to you now, if you moved 

that fan to the fold in the duvet, the plug will not stay in.   --- My Lady, if you 

look at photo 56 the extension cord is not... has not been stretched.  If anything 

it goes behind the big cabinet.  If you look at photo 55, the cord of the fan is 

not stretched either.  It could very easily be placed where I said it was placed. 

 One thing... let us just agree on one thing, if the multi-plug, the white 

multi-plug that one can see on 56, if it remained in that position where it is 

now, have a look at the photograph, I do not want you to say that you did not 

look.  If the multi-plug remained in the position where it is now, you cannot 



move that fan to the position that you said you put it in.   ---  I would not, I do 

not know how long the cord is for the fan, My Lady. 

 Look at it.  Look at it.   ---  If I look at photo 55, the cord would easily 

without the plug being moved, the fan would easily be able to be placed there. 

 No.  It is not true.  Look at it, Mr Pistorius.  I put it to you it is not so.  

Because you have to pull it, you have to... remember the multi-plug has to stay 

where it is at the photograph.  The multi-plug is not supposed to move, that is 

my question.  If it does not move, can you move the fan to that fold?   ---  I do 

not know, My Lady. 

 You cannot.  Show the court... we can see, the court can see the 

photograph, everybody can see the photograph, can see the length of that 

cable.  It cannot go to there.   ---  My Lady, that is not what I see. 

 Ja, well, the court will make up... the court will make a finding, but I put 

it to you that if that multi-plug does not move, that fan cannot move all the way 

to that point and face the bed.   ---  My Lady, that is on assumption that the 

multi-plug did not move.  If you look at the photo [intervenes] 

 Yes.   ---  There is lots of space for the multi-plug to move.  Even if the 

multi-plug did not move My Lady, in this photo that is being displayed here, 

photo 55, the cord is more than long enough to... for the fan to move.  We are 

not talking about five metres.  We are talking about the fan moving just under a 

metre.  The cord in the photo shows that there is room for the fan to be moved.  

The fan is not at its... it is not at its point that it is being reeled out or pulled 

straight. 



 You are trying, Mr Pistorius.  It is not working.  Your version is... I say it 

with ... let me rather look at a word... your version is so improbable that nobody 

would ever think it is reasonably possibly true.  It is so improbable.  

Nobody... you would not convince people that that what you said now about 

the multi-plug not moving and the fan moving, is reasonably possibly true.  It is 

impossible.  Do you want to respond to that?   ---  Sorry, My Lady, I thought 

that was a statement, not a question. 

 So do you want to ... if you want to say something about that, say 

something.  Otherwise, shall we move on?   ---  Yes, I think we should move on 

My Lady. 

 Okay.  Now if the fan was there where you said it was, where would the 

small fan have been?   ---  As I said My Lady, the small fan was to the right of 

the [intervenes] 

 Please point out on the photograph.  Even further to... is that where the 

circle is now?  So that is to the left of the position indicated in the fold of the 

duvet, where the smaller fan was?  Am I right?   ---  More or less that area, My 

Lady. 

 Now one thing we know, if the multi-plug did not move, the small fan 

could not have been plugged in there, when it moved to that particular 

position?   ---  I cannot say for certain if the multi-plug moved or not, My Lady. 

 No, no.  I say for certain.  I say take it as a given.  If the multi-plug did 

not move, that is what I am saying, answer that question.   ---  I do not know 

how long the cord is of the small fan, My Lady. 



 Let us look.   ---  If there is a measurement of the small fan and there is 

a measurement of the carpet, then I can agree completely.  But I do not know 

how long the cord is. 

 And you are not willing to have a look?   ---  I would love to have a look 

at a photo, My Lady. 

 Okay, let us have a look.  Look at photograph 61.   ---  That cord looks 

very long to me, My Lady. 

 But there is another problem with that cord, that I only saw now.  Just 

zoom into the bottom of this.  [Indistinct 14:59:13]  Look at that.  The speaker is 

on the cord.   ---  That is incorrect.  That is misleading the court.  My Lady, the 

cord runs in front of the speaker. 

 It runs in front?  Let me just see.  If you are right, that is fine.  I just 

want to have a look.  Can we zoom in?   ---  I can see it on the piece of paper, 

My Lady, in front of me. 

 Let me see.  So you say that... I will have a look over night and we will 

come back.  You say that this fan was also on the place where the duvet 

was?   ---  That is correct. 

 So let us just say and My Lady, I see it is three.  I will just sum up.  Let 

us just sum up what we have established.  A policeman moved the two fans, 

put the duvet on the floor, opened the curtains wider than it should be, before 

the photographs were taken?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 My Lady, should this be an opportune moment to take the adjournment 

till tomorrow? 



COURT:  We will resume tomorrow at 09:30 in the morning.  The court 

adjourns. 
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PROCEEDINGS ON 11 APRIL 2014               [09:39]  

COURT:  You are still under oath, Mr Pistorius.  ---  Thank you, M'Lady.  

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Nel?  

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  May it please the court, My 

Lady.  Mr Pistorius, M'Lady, I received a request and that is why I have my cell 

phone in my hand, from Ms Steenkamp, that after the adjournment yesterday, 

she informed me, through her advocate, that Mr Pistorius did in fact request a 

meeting with the Steenkamp family prior to the trial but they were not ready for 

such a meeting and I am putting that on record.  

COURT:   Thank you very much.  So it is confirmation of what Mr Pistorius said 

yesterday …[intervenes]  

MR NEL:   Of what Mr Pistorius said yesterday and Ms Steenkamp felt that it 

was important that you put it on record.  I did not know about that before 

yesterday. 

COURT:   Thank you for letting us know. 



MR NEL:   As the court pleases.  You have also heard that, I am sure, Mr 

Pistorius.  ---  I have, M'Lady.  

 Now, Mr Pistorius, because I went back there, there is just one other 

aspect that I have to deal with and in your evidence-in-chief, you indicated how 

important your religion is to you and how important the fact that you are a 

Christian is to you and you confirmed that.  Am I correct?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 You also said that you have always wanted a partner that was a 

Christian.  Is that correct?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 M'Lady, it is at page 1396 of the record.  Now was Reeva then your 

first Christian partner?  ---  No, she was not, M'Lady. 

 Not. 

COURT:   I did not hear that.  ---  I beg your pardon, she was not, M'Lady. 

 You will have to speak a little bit louder.  ---  I beg your pardon. 

MR NEL:   The questions that I am going to ask you now has got nothing to do 

with your faith, it has to do with your relationship.  So although it deals with 

religion, I am not challenging your faith.  Do you understand that?  ---  I 

understand, M'Lady. 

 Good, because you see, Mr Pistorius, I find the way that you gave your 

evidence interesting.  You said that Reeva was a very strong Christian, you 

appreciated that.  ---  Yes, she was, M'Lady, she prayed with me, she prayed 

for me, she tried to be a better person, she liked to listen to Christian music. 

 You have now cut my cross-examination in half.  ‘She prayed for me’ is 



about me.  Your evidence was the same.  ---  M'Lady …[intervenes]  

 She would pray for me at night.  We would pray about everything.  Pray 

about my training.  Pray about all the small things I had in my life.  That is true, 

that was… because she prayed for you, that was important.  ---  That is true, 

M'Lady. 

 Now, I am going to deal with the, your exposure to crime and how you 

have been a victim of crime.  Now just deal with yourself.  Have you ever 

reported a crime at the police station?  ---  The only crime that I reported at a 

police station, M'Lady, or had a case against were, I had a case against the 

South African Police Service for wrongful arrest in 2009.  It was not to report a 

crime that there was a docket that had been opened. 

 Ja, no, no, but the question is different.  Did you ever go into a police 

station and complain about anything?  ---  No, I did not, M'Lady. 

 Now I will go through all your exposure.  Why did you not do that if you 

have been exposed to crime before?  ---  M'Lady, the… if we can go through 

the list of the crimes that I have been exposed to, the house break-ins, when I 

got back to South Africa, as I said, the house break-in was a week or, a week 

or more earlier.  There was a TV missing.  I did not think that anything could be 

done about it.  I did not have insurance at the time.  There was no reason for 

me to open up or to go to a police station and report the crime.  When I was 

shot at on the highway, I did not want to go to the police station.  I did not think 

they would be able to do anything about it.   

When I as assaulted at, in December 2012, I did not want to go to the 



police station because the person that was, who was on the phone with me 

before the assault, I had heard that he had connections at the police station, so 

I was fearful to go to the police station.  So a friend of mine, Mr Justin Divaris 

organised a meeting at the Hawks and we went straight to them. 

 Good, now we have it.  You have been a victim of a burglary, where 

they stole items from your house, you never reported that to the police.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady. 

 You had a dog kicked in your yard, you never reported that to the 

police.  ---  The police came out on that occasion, M'Lady, but it was never, 

there was never a report or a docket opened.  It was just seen as, there was 

no burglary or break-in. 

 Now that was, that happened whilst you stayed somewhere else, not at 

Silverwoods.  Am I correct?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Now then you moved into Silverwoods.  When was that again?  ---  It 

was in May 2008 about, M'Lady. 

 Now in Silverwoods, whilst you were there, you were never a victim of 

crime at your house.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 There were no burglaries or anything at your specific house.  ---  That 

is correct, M'Lady.  [Indistinct] stealing my watches [indistinct]. 

 Now what also happened at Silverwoods is that, I do not know exactly 

when, but I know that it was early in 2012 that they increased the security at 

Silverwoods.  Is that correct?  ---  On several occasions they increased the 

security, M'Lady.  I am not sure at which periods.  I was often away for months 



and I heard from other residents that they had upped security measures and 

then those measures did not work and then they tried to reinforce new 

measures and those measures were breached and then they employed new 

security companies and there were problems with those security companies.  

So at different times, there were different increasing measures that were taken.  

I am not sure what the measures were. 

 And you, you felt it was safe enough to leave your cars outside and not 

in the garage …[intervenes]   ---  That is …  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 So you never thought that there will, that somebody will break into your 

car?  ---  I never thought that somebody would break into my car, M'Lady. 

 You thought that it was safe enough not to immediately fix a broken 

window downstairs?  ---  M'Lady, as I said, I had bought the glass for the 

broken window and it was in the process of getting repaired, so I was in the 

process of fixing it.  It was… 

 But it had been broken for a while before then?  ---  That is correct.  

There is a latch at the top where the hole of window was and there is a latch at 

the bottom, which one would not be able to reach, but it was important for me 

that I got the door, the window fixed and I had gone through the process of 

doing so. 

 There are no burglar proofing in front of that particular window that was 

broken?  ---  There is no burglar proofing on any of the windows, M'Lady. 

 Now you say they have been busy working at your house.  For how 

long before the incident would you say they have been working there?  ---  I 



guess about a week, M'Lady. 

 And you were not concerned about the ladders that the builders would 

leave I your yard every night?  ---  I was concerned, M'Lady.  I asked the 

building contractor if he would mind putting the ladders in the garage at night.  

I do not remember checking it every night, but I checked at one occasion that 

they were in the garage at night. 

 But this, this night you did not check?  ---  No, that night I did not 

check, M'Lady. 

 So let us just say that…  Why did you not check?  Was that not 

important?  ---  It was important to me, M'Lady.  It was, I was… I do not know 

why I did not check it. 

 But you were kept up to date about the security measures at 

Silverwoods, meaning the guards would be patrolling, how many guards there 

would be and that there will be control at the gates?  ---  M'Lady, that is 

contrary to what I said earlier that I was not up to date.  I knew that there were 

improvements made from other neighbours, but I was not up to date as to what 

security measures had been increased. 

 Interesting because if somebody is so concerned, like you, I would 

have expected that person to find out exactly what they are doing.  Why did 

you not do that if you are so concerned?  ---  As I said, M'Lady, I spoke to 

various neighbours in the Estate, who informed me that various things had 

been done.  I cannot remember now as to what was done and when it was 

done.  I was aware that improvements were constantly being rectified.  The 



Estate obviously had to build up a fund or a treasury to, for these things, so at 

times, when I spoke to Mr Stander, he would tell me that, I think he was on the 

Home Owner’s Association, he would tell me about certain things that had 

happened whilst I was away, certain incidents.  On the odd occasion, I would 

get an incident report when I drove in at the gate, which I would read, but I was 

not aware of specifically which improvements had been made and how many 

guards were patrolling and that sort of thing. 

  But we can, but we… or rather tell us, did you at any time ask 

people to do specific things?  Did you indicate to them how concerned you 

were about security at the Home Owner’s Association?  ---  I have never been 

to a Home Owner’s Association meeting, M'Lady.  I am often overseas.  I do 

not know when the meetings are held.  I would not be at home for more than 

half of the year and even if I was in South Africa, I was seldom at my house, so 

I did not follow the Home Owner’s Association meetings, but I was kept in 

contact with some of the members that… or Mr Stander would relay the 

messages if I had asked him about them. 

 Then, would you please just explain your alarm system because I tried 

to read it again and I do not understand your alarm system?  ---  My alarm 

system comprises of internal sensors.  It comprises of external sensors and it 

works through a monitoring box, like a normal alarm system with a battery 

pack, backup battery pack if there is a power failure and then it has got a 

remove, M'Lady, so there is one button that you can arm and one button that 

you can disarm and then one button if you are staying in at the house and you 



only want the outside sensors to be activated so that you can still walk around 

the house.  So if you have got guests staying over or staying downstairs, that 

you can activate the alarm outside and that you would still be able to walk 

inside. 

 So what did you activate that night?  ---  I activated the alarm of the 

house, the inside and the outside of the house, M'Lady. 

 So before that particular night, you were satisfied that there is enough 

alarm systems and sensors outside so that if somebody would come onto your 

premises, you would pick it up?  ---  That is not what I said, M'Lady.  I said in 

my chief that they were building at the house.  It is possible for them to take an 

alarm beacon the outside wall, a sensor off the wall.  They are not… they are 

not bolted onto the wall, you can take them off.  When they painted the house, 

the previous time when they were doing maintenance work, they took some of 

the beacons off.  The beacon does not have memory of what it saw the last 

time it was activated, so if you took that beacon and you placed it somewhere 

else on the house, or if you left it off and the alarm was activated, it would just, 

it would monitor what it saw and it would register any disturbance.  So I was 

not confident that there was… I did not know what work they had done at that 

time on my house, but I knew that at the point of them painting, that there was 

a possibility that they would take the beacons off the wall. 

 Okay, there is quite a few things we have to just look at here.  Firstly, 

this happened in 2010, when they painted your house the previous time?  ---  I 

do not remember, M'Lady. 



 Now tell me what you remember when, when did this happen?  ---  I 

remember that they painted my house.  It may have been 2010, M'Lady.  They 

paint that the developer used was not of very high quality, so the paint was 

running and it formed cracks on the house.  I had to get the waterproofing 

redone and the house repainted and it would probably have been about 2009 

or 2010. 

 So can we now agree that it is in all probability in 2010?  ---  You can 

believe that in all probability, it was probably 2009/20010.  It may even have 

been 2011, M'Lady. 

 No, you see, that is not good enough because you gave evidence and 

when you gave evidence, you were con-… you knew when it was because it is 

important that we get an idea when that was.  ---  I think about the time I 

moved into my house.  If it was within a year of moving into my house, it would 

have been covered by the building contractor.  There was a year warranty on 

the snag list, so it makes sense that if, if it was within a year, so until May 

2009, I would have got the builder to redo the work that was done on the 

house.  So it must have been after that period that I got it done because it was 

done independently, it was not done by the building contractor and so it could 

have been any period.  I do not remember what date it was.  I could have been 

2009, it could have been 2010. 

 What I hear today though is, you said there was a possibility that they 

could have taken off some of these sensors?  Was that now when they painted 

the house?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 



 Now if you say it is a possibility, did you check up on that?  ---  I said I 

did not check up on it, M'Lady. 

 You do not know if they took some of it off or they did, you do not 

know?  ---  I do not know, M'Lady. 

 Okay, now if you knew that they took off some of the sensors, you 

would have checked up on it because you are security conscious?  --  I did 

not… I did not know if they had taken some off or some on, M'Lady, I did not 

check.  I knew that they were in the build… in the process of painting the 

house and that there was a possibility that they may have taken some of the, 

or one or some or more of the sensors off the walls. 

 You see, I do not think it is so significant but unfortunately I have to 

show you that you have changed your evidence to what you have said in chief 

today about the alarm.  Why?  ---  I do not remember me changing my 

evidence, M'Lady.  If Mr Nel may show me then…? 

 Ja, I will, gladly.  M'Lady, I am referring to page 1464. 

COURT:   Page 14? 

MR NEL:   1464 of the record, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Thank you. 

MR NEL:   I will start reading from line 5: 

“They are not, they do not work with wiring, so when they 

had painted the house in 2010, they had taken all the 

eyes off the outside doors and they painted the home.” 

 ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  



 No, but that is not what you said today, and that is my question.  Why 

would you change it today?  ---  I said that when they painted the house in 

2010, that they took all the lights off.  If you look at the paint colour behind the 

lights, they are inconsistent with what the house colour was, so they did take 

them off the wall, M'Lady. 

 No, but you see, that is not the question, Mr Pistorius.  The question is: 

today you said you do not know if they did.  ---  We are talking about two 

different incidents, M'Lady.  Mr Nel is talking about in 2009/2010.  What my 

evidence was, in 2010, I said in 2010 that they took them all off. 

 No.  ---  What he is referring to now, what I was saying, I do not know if 

they did, was in February 2010.  I do not know if they did in February 2012.  

They are two different incidents that he is trying to refer to …[intervenes]  

 No, can I…  With the utmost respect, Mr Pistorius, this is now the 

biggest indication of you tailoring evidence.  You cannot have made that 

mistake.  It is impossible to do.  ---  May Mr Nel please read the context in 

which I said that? 

 I am reading nothing.  I am asking you, why did you make the mistake, 

sir?  ---  I did not make a mistake, M'Lady. 

 You cannot explain a mistake in a way that you are doing.  You are 

tailoring your evidence.  You could not have made that mistake.  ---  M'Lady, 

my understanding is that they are two different incidents.  That when I spoke 

about the 2010 incident, the 2010 renovation, they took the lights or the beams 

or the beacons off the walls.  In 2012, I was unsure if they had taken them off, 



if they were in the process of taking them off.  I do not know which part of the 

house were being painted at the time.  So they are two different incidents, 

M'Lady. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, I am going to take you up on this answer, but I 

am coming back because you are getting deeper into trouble.  So are you 

telling me that in February 2012, you did not even know if they have taken it off 

then?  ---  That is what I said, M'Lady.  I said …[intervenes]  

 But why did you not check?  ---  M'Lady, I came home late in the day.  I 

would not be, walk around the house and go and check what they have painted 

and what they have not done.  The building contractor or somebody who was 

busy with the process…  

And the previous …[intervenes]  ---  I do not know how it would have 

helped me if I checked if the alarm beacons were on the wall or off the wall.  I 

would not have had an option, there would be nothing that I could do.  I 

presumed that they may have been taken off the wall. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, that is the problem with tailoring evidence.  You 

have to keep explaining because, really, there is no way, Mr Pistorius, that you 

could have misinterpreted my questions.  You are now in trouble and now you 

have just given an explanation that is nonsensical.  Why are you doing that? 

…[intervenes]  ---  I have not… I have not tailored any evidence, M'Lady.  If 

you look at the record, they are two separate incidents. 

 You gave no evidence in your evidence-in-chief about tampering or 

working on your alarm in February 2013, not a single word.  ---  I did not 



tamper with my alarm, M'Lady. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, you are not listening to the questions and that is 

the problem.  Listen to the question.  You gave no evidence about anybody 

working on your alarm in February 2013.  ---  If I did not, then I did not, M'Lady, 

that is correct. 

 No, that is not that easy.  Why did you not, why would you now confuse 

it today?  It is not that easy.  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 No, you must be sure Mr Pistorius, you are giving the evidence.  ---  If 

Mister, if Mr Roux did not put a question to me, M'Lady, I am sure that he had 

a reason for it.  I do not know what the reason would… I do not, I do not know 

why I did not talk about the alarm system, M'Lady. 

 So we are the Roux list for mistakes.  ---  I have full trust in Mr Roux, 

M'Lady. I do not doubt why, if there was a reason, why he would not ask me 

about it.  I am sure that reason is with him, M'Lady …[intervenes]  

 No, it is because…  ---  I am not blaming it on anyone.  I am saying 

simply that if it did not come out, I do not know why it did not come out. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, and it is the second time I put it, and I am 

putting it to you because that is really what I believe in, Mr Roux will not make 

those kind of mistakes …[intervenes]  ---  I am not saying… 

 You are tailoring your evidence, as you are standing there, because 

you were confronted with a contradiction.  ---  I did not say Mr Roux made a 

mistake, M'Lady. 

 But now let us… okay, I am going to just put it to you and then move 



on.  So, what your evidence is, in 2010, they took off all the sensors off the 

wall?  ---  To my knowledge, that is correct, M'Lady. 

 Okay, now being security conscious, you checked your alarm after 

that?  ---  What was Mister… I beg your pardon, M'Lady, I did not hear the full 

question. 

 Did you check your alarm after that, after that work was done on your 

house in 2010?  ---  Yes, my alarm was working after… somebody came out to 

check that the alarm system was working, M'Lady. 

 So in 2010, after they have finalised whatever they did, paint your 

house, you had somebody come out and you were convinced that your alarm 

was one hundred percent?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 And in 2013, you did not know, at least, of any malfunction of your 

alarm?  ---  I was not aware of any malfunction of my alarm, M'Lady.  

Sometimes the battery and the remote would go flat and I would have to use 

the keypads.  Sometimes the alarm would go off in the middle of the evening, 

but I was not aware of any malfunction. 

 But one thing we have to then work in somewhere in your version is, 

your deactivation of the alarm that night.  ---  Is that a, is that a question, 

M'Lady? 

 Ja, it is… where, when did you do that?  When did you deactivate the 

alarm?  ---  I deactivated my alarm just before I left my room to go and open 

the front door, M'Lady. 

 Okay, that… okay, I am going to put it in there.  You did not say that in 



your evidence, do you know that?  You did not give that evidence, do you know 

that?  ---  If Mr Nel puts it to me, then I respect that I did not say that. 

 So we must, we must now put in that you, you phoned the… Mr 

Stander, and it is not, I am not going to that portion of your evidence, I am just 

doing it in broad strokes.  You made phone calls to Mr Stander, you made 

phone calls to 911 and then you had to go down and, for you to open the door.  

---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 In that process, you still remembered to deactivate your alarm.  ---  I do 

not remember deactivating my alarm, M'Lady.  I remember grabbing the keys 

for the front door, which were on the speaker.  Every, every night when I come 

into my room, I close the door, I activate the alarm.  Every morning, before I 

leave my room, I deactivate the alarm.  It is a habit, as is doing any other thing.  

The only reason I can say that I deactivated the alarm at that point was 

because the alarm never went off.  It would have gone off when I ran down the 

stairs.  It did not go off, so I can… I do not have an independent recollection of 

putting the alarm off. 

 That is not what you just answered because you know when I just 

asked this question, and the record will bail me out, when I just asked you a 

question, you said: ‘I deactivated my alarm in my room’.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 Now, now you do not know.  ---  I must have …[intervenes]  

 It cannot make sense, it is two different things.  You are tailoring as we 

go.  ---  It makes complete sense, M'Lady. 



 Does it?  ---  Because if I left my room and the alarm was still activated, 

it would have gone off, so I must have deactivated my alarm. 

 You see, there you are right.  Must have is perhaps more convincing 

than what you said.  You said: ‘Before I left my room to go downstairs to open 

the door, I deactivated my alarm’.  You did not say: ‘Must have’.  You said as a 

fact, and I am testing that, why  ---  That is correct, M'Lady, I made a mistake.  

I must have said: ‘Must…’  I should have said: ‘Must have’.  I could not put it as 

a fact because I do not have an independent recollection of me …[intervenes]  

 Why would you make a mistake like that because you just want to 

answer Nel’s questions and you just want a way out or why would you make 

such a mistake?  ---  No, I do want to answer Mr Nel’s questions, M'Lady.  It is 

not that I want a way out.  It is that it makes sense to me that I must have 

deactivated the alarm.  If I said that I did deactivate the alarm, that is what 

makes sense to me. 

 Now you see, the problem here is, Mr Pistorius, you spontaneously 

gave the answer and that spontaneous answer cannot be interpreted in the 

way that you want the court to interpret it now.  It is impossible.  ‘Must have’ 

never, was never said.  Why are you changing your evidence?  ---  It was a 

mistaken on my behalf, M'Lady. 

 We get lots of mistakes this morning, Mr Pistorius.  ---  I am tired, 

M'Lady.  I am sorry if I got the wrong word, I meant I must have turned my 

alarm off.  It makes sense to me that I switched it off.  Nobody else could have 

switched it off.  It did not go off when I ran through the house.  It did not go off 



at a later stage and it only make sense to me that I switched it off. 

 You see, your answer now puts me in a predicament.  Are you too tired 

to continue because I do not want a response again today that I am tired and 

therefore I made a mistake?  So I want you to please tell the court, if you are 

tired and you want time, we will discuss it with your legal team.  ---  M'Lady, it 

is not that I want time.  It is that I am tired.  I am going to be tired…  I do not 

need time.  I am tired, it is not going to change.  I understand the predicament 

that Mr Nel was in.  [Indistinct 10:09:36] I have made a mistake, I [indistinct 

10:09:39] of the mistake.  I said I must have switched off…  I cannot be sure 

that I said I can…  I did switch off.  I do not have an independent recollection of 

switching it off.  So I must have switched it off.  It did not go off later and at that 

point, if I did not switch it off, then it would have gone off. 

 You see, with respect, Mr Pistorius, and I am just saying that I am not 

convinced about your answer now.  I think that you are trying to cover up for 

lies and I am not convinced.  So …[intervenes] 

COURT:   Just, just, before you proceed.  Mr Pistorius, it is important that you 

should be all here when you are I that witness box.  Do you understand that?  -

--  I do, M'Lady. 

 So if you are tired and you are busy making all these mistakes it is 

because you are tired, you must say so.  ---  M'Lady …[intervenes] 

 Do not come and say it is not going to change [indistinct 10:10:47.  ---  

I must say, M'Lady, I am tired, M'Lady, but I have made a mistake because of 

the way I have answered the question.  I said I did where I must have.  I do not 



have an independent recollection.  Mr Nel is right, M'Lady, I do not, I am not 

arguing a point with him.  

 But that is not the question.  The question is: are you too tired to 

proceed?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Because you can be at a disadvantage when you are in that box.  ---  I 

understand, M'Lady., 

 You understand that?  ---  Yes, M'Lady. 

 Yes, it cannot be fair to you, but it is not fair to this court either.  ---  I 

understand, M'Lady. 

 Are you making these mistakes because you are too tired?  ---  I made 

the mistake, M'Lady, not because I am tired.  I made the mistake because I do 

not have a…  Mr Nel put to me that I… he asked me and I said that I switched 

the alarm off before I left my room. 

 Yes, but then can we accept that you are not, you have not made these 

mistakes because you are tired?  Can we accept that?  ---  I can accept that, 

M'Lady. 

 No, can we accept that?  ---  Yes, M'Lady. 

 Okay.  Yes, Mr Nel. 

MR NEL:   As the court pleases.  You might now think I am unfair, Mr Roux, 

ag, Mr Pistorius, but why did you then make a mistake?  If it is not because 

you are tired, why is it?  ---  M'Lady, I would have switched the alarm off.  If the 

alarm did not go off, it is a habit that I switch the alarm off before I leave my 

room.  If I had grabbed those keys when I ran downstairs to open the front 



door, the remote is on those keys, I would have switched the remote off.  I do 

not have an independent recollection of switching of the alarm, but I would 

have switched the alarm off, M'Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, as I said, I am at a bit of a disadvantage, but I will take it 

from here.  The only reason why you are now changing your evidence is, you 

are covering up, you are tailoring your evidence.  There is no other reason for 

it.  ---  I am not …[intervenes]  

 Or give me a reason, if you have another reason.  ---  M'Lady, it is fact 

that if I had left my room and the alarm was activated, that it would have gone 

off if I had not switched it off, if I had not deactivated it.  So it is not tailoring of 

evidence, it is the fact. 

 Then we also have to factor something else in your version and that is, 

you must have been concerned that intruders got into your house without the 

alarm going off.  ---  M'Lady, I did not have time to think about the alarm at that 

point.  I did not think about the alarm, I just knew that there was somebody in 

the house. 

 But let us put it differently.  Were the alarm on, people would not be 

able to enter your house without the alarm going off, yes?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  If they were not painting at my house and all the beacons were on the 

wall, they would not be able to, but at that point I did not even think about the 

alarm, M'Lady. 

 You see, this is an integrated system, am I right, the alarm system?  ---  

I am not sure, were they integrated or not …[intervenes]  



 An integrated system is, it works off one control panel.  If one of the 

beams did not work, it would be indicated, am I right?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Okay, so it would indicate on the alarm system if one of the beams 

were faulty.  ---  If one of the beams were faulty, it would indicate that, M'Lady. 

 And there was no such indication that night when you switched it on?  -

--  No, there was not, M'Lady, but a beacon can be taken off the wall and it 

does not mean that it is faulty. 

 But let us just, and I do not know your system, so I am asking a 

question, if there is an open zone or something not working, it will not activate.  

You will have to fix the problem before the alarm would activate, am I right?  A 

door open or a beam not working.  ---  If there was an open zone, I do not have 

connectors on any of the doors or windows, so there could not be, there is no 

function on my alarm for an open zone, M'Lady. 

 I see.  ---  So if the window open, the alarm would not go off.  There is 

no, there is no, there is no alarm for open zones.   

 I am not going to task you on this because I do not know your alarm 

system, but I just want to get back to an answer and then we move on.  If that 

was, your alarm was properly functioning, nobody would be able to access 

your house without the alarm going off before they get there.  ---  Before the 

beacons were on the walls outside, M'Lady, then I think that is correct. 

 Now that brings another question and that is, if you were concerned 

with the ladders, did you not ask the contractor about work on your alarm 



system, what they did with that?  ---  I do not remember having a conversation 

with the builder about the alarm system, M'Lady.  He had several things that he 

had to do and the alarm was functioning, so I did not have… if he had to take 

them off to paint the house, then I presumed he would take them off and put 

them back. 

 Now the… if you would leave your room through that door, would you 

activate the alarm?  ---  I do not understand the question, M'Lady.  If I 

…[intervenes]  

 If you go out of your room, you are inside your room, the alarm is on, I 

walk out the door, would I activate the alarm?  ---  No, you would …[intervenes] 

COURT:   Which door are you talking…? 

MR NEL:   The bedroom door, the bedroom door.  If you walk out the bedroom 

door, the alarm is activated …[intervenes]  ---  I do not know…  The alarm 

would be activated.  You would have to deactivate it, not activate it, M'Lord 

 Ja, but if it is activated, and you, and I walk out your door, what will 

happen?  ---  Nothing will happen, M'Lady. 

 Would the alarm not go off?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Where must I be before the alarm goes off?  ---  The first beacon 

upstairs is where the top flight of the stairs is, M'Lady. 

 So if I get there, the alarm would go off?  ---  Yes, that is correct, 

M'Lady.  The panel for the alarm, the keypad is, has access… the three 

bedrooms at the top have access to the keypad.  There is no beacon in that 

upstairs lounge room, so if you leave the room, that is still a zone, there is an 



upstairs TV room there.  At night, if I had visitors or if I had a housemate, he 

could watch TV there, or if I had friends and their kids were coming over, they 

could watch TV up there.  There was… the beacon, there was no beacon in 

that room, so the three bedrooms led onto that lounge.  If you come out of my 

room, the alarm would not go off.  There is no, there is no sensor there.  As 

soon as you pass the keeper upstairs, there was, that is where the, that is 

where the inside beacon is, above the cupboard, that is where it would pick up 

movement. 

 Now the open balcony door, whilst you were lying in the bed watching 

TV, that did not bother you?  ---  I was awake, M'Lady, it did not bother me. 

 So whilst you are awake, it would not bother you, and it did not?  ---  

No, it did not bother me, M'Lady. 

 Alright, now when we deal with the scene, we will go back there, I just 

want to move onto the incident on the highway.  Now just tell us again what 

happened?  ---  M'Lady, I was coming back late one evening from an interview.  

A car came up behind me and I moved over.  It was just after John Vorster, the 

undercarriage.  It was a black Mercedes, it came past and then it slowed down 

and then a couple of seconds later I saw a muzzle flash from the back of the, 

from the back of the vehicle, M'Lady, and I slammed on brakes.  I was in the, I 

was driving in the fast lane and I moved over, I moved into the middle, or one 

of the lanes to the left.  I am not sure if it a three or four lane and then when 

the, when I saw the muzzle flash, I swerved and it was, I was luckily about 150 

metres from the Botha turnoff and I took the Botha turnoff and I went under the 



highway and then returned back and then I took John Vorster and I parked at a 

place where there were a lot of people. 

 This, was this a week day?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 What time was this?  ---  It was late in the evening, it was about 10:30, 

11:00 at night. 

 Were there other cars on the highway?  ---  I do not remember any 

other cars on the highway, M'Lady. 

 And you did nothing.  I mean, there was no road-rage incident before 

then?  ---  I do not understand the question. 

 Were you and this black Mercedes, were you involved in any 

altercation before this incident?  ---  I was never in a black Mercedes, M'Lady. 

 What did you say, a black what?  ---  I said there was a black 

Mercedes.  I did not say I was in a black Mercedes. 

 Oh, no, no, but who fired at you, the black Mercedes?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Yes, were you and that, you and that black Mercedes in an altercation?  

---  No, M'Lady. 

 So you are driving on the highway…  You have used that highway 

before, am I right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 It is a busy stretch of road that.  ---  It is the busiest stretch of road on 

the southern hemisphere, M'Lady.  It is my understanding. 

 Yes, so in all probability, there would have been other vehicles on the 

road?  ---  There possibly would have been, M'Lady. 



 Possibly is one thing, but let… probably there would have been other 

vehicles.  ---  There were definitely other vehicles on that stretch of road, 

M'Lady. 

 Yes, and without any reason, this black Mercedes drove in front of you.  

---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Reduced speed, is that what you did?  ---  M'Lady, I was driving on the 

fast lane, the car came up behind me.  It was going a lot faster than I was.  I 

changed lanes.  It overtook me and it slowed down.  I do not remember any 

other cars because I was, I think the weight of the situation, I do not remember 

some of the other things.  I do not remember there being other cars on the 

highway, but yes, in all probability there were other vehicles, maybe a 

kilometre or two or a couple of hundred metres within our vicinity, but that is 

what I remember. 

 And you saw a muzzle flash.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 There was… it was not a camera flash.  ---  No, I did not… I could 

hear, as I said, I could hear a banging noise and I saw a red, a reddish whitish 

explosion, M'Lady, like… 

 Now you say: ‘As I said, I could hear a banging noise and I could 

see…’  You have never said that.  ---  I did, M'Lady.  In my chief I did say that I 

heard a noise …[intervenes]  

 I will check, I will check, it might be, I will check.  You said you heard a 

‘bang’ coming from that vehicle?  ---  That is what I said, M'Lady. 

 Ja, so you heard a ‘bang’ and a muzzle flash.  ---  I did not hear the 



muzzle flash [indistinct 10:23:34]. 

 But you saw the muzzle flash.  ---  That is correct.  

 You are not that tired.  You are keeping up with where I make 

mistakes.  ---  [Indistinct 10:23:40]. 

 Ja, I just want to put that on record.  Why… you say it was not a 

camera flash.  Why are you saying that?  ---  M'Lady, I have answered this 

question. 

 Answer it again, please, Mr Pistorius.  ---  M'Lady, it was a… because I 

knew it was not a camera flash because I could hear a bang.  I associated it 

with a firearm.  I could see that the muzzle colour was, it looked like red and 

white, M'Lady. 

 Now before I go on, I just have to get it clear for myself.  This was out 

of the blue, nothing happened that would give that, whoever that was, reason 

to fire at you.  ---  I have no idea why the, why this would have happened, 

M'Lady. 

 Were you alone in your car?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  I was coming 

back from an interview, a late night interview. 

 You had a cell phone with you.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 I am sure you phone, immediately phoned someone.  ---  I did not 

immediately phone somebody.  My first thought was to get away as far as I 

could.  I said in my chief that I turned, I took the highway exit, I sped up 

extremely quickly.  I took the undercarriage, I climbed back on the highway in 

the opposite direction.  I took the next turnoff.  I was not sure if the person was 



going to turn around, so I was constantly checking my mirrors.  I did not have 

time to make a phone call.  When I got to the Rhapsody, I made a phone call, 

M'Lady. 

 And when was this?  ---  It was in 2008, 2009, M'Lady. 

 2008, 2009.  And then you went to Rhapsody.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  I went to, the first, as you take the John Vorster turnoff and you go 

over the highway, the first shopping centre on your left.  There is a couple of 

restaurants [indistinct 10:25:59] Rhapsody, so it was quite busy with people 

there and I thought I would be safe to be around other people, so I parked my 

car in the parking bay and I phoned somebody to come and pick me up to take 

me home. 

 You went into Rhapsody.  ---  No, I did not go into Rhapsody, I wait 

…[intervenes]  

 You waited in the parking area.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Who did you phone?  ---  I do not remember, M'Lady. 

 No, you must remember.  You cannot, you cannot tell this court that in 

this, on this incident, traumatic incident, you cannot, you cannot remember 

who picked you up.  ---  M'Lady, this was five, four, five, six years ago, M'Lady.  

I do not remember who I phoned. 

 No, you see, it is so improbable that you would not remember who you 

phoned and it is so improbable that in consultation, you would not have been 

asked the same question, for your counsel to find out who you phone.  ---  I do 

not… I do not know who I phoned, M'Lady.  My counsel did ask me and I told 



them I do not know.   

 It is because it never happened.  You do not want anybody to check 

up.  ---  That is not …[intervenes] 

 That is the only reason why you would forget who picked you up that 

night that somebody almost shot you.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 It is the one night that somebody almost shot you, am I right?  ----  That 

is correct, M'Lady. 

 And you can remember Rhapsody… you remember exactly where you 

turned left, where you turned right and how you got to Rhapsody, exactly.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady. 

 But you do not remember who you phoned.  That does not make 

sense.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 No, it does not make sense.  You do not want anybody to be able to 

check up on this.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady.  If I could remember who I 

phoned, I would gladly give you their name because that would collaborate my 

story, M'Lady.  I do not remember. 

 Now on your version, you left your car there.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 How did you get your car back?  ---  I do not remember, M'Lady.  

Somebody must have picked me up the next morning or dropped me off. 

 Now one thing we have, I am sure you will agree with, that if somebody 

shoots at you on the highway, that is a very serious incident.  ---  I agree, 

M'Lady. 



 One could die.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 And you, well, I have already asked the question, so I would have to 

ask a different question.  Why did you not report it to the police?  ---  M'Lady, I 

do not see what the police could have possibly done about it.  

 Why do you say that?  Police, police investigate cases.  They, they can 

find things out, but you did not trust them.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  I did 

not have the trust in them to find out what…  I do not think they would have 

given it the attention. 

 That is not the first word about trust in the police that I have read in 

your family, but we will get to what I have read in your family because I just 

want to work on this, and I will make it easier for you.  You father had similar 

views.  Do you know that?  ---  I do not know that, M'Lady. 

 Have you never read it anywhere?  ---  Not that I can recall, M'Lady.  I 

do not know. 

 Did nobody tell you what your father said in the media at all?  ---  Not 

regarding the police, M'Lady.  I cannot remember. 

 About possessing guns?  ---  No, M'Lady, I do not read papers.  I try 

not to follow the media.  I do not know what my father said.  I do not have 

contact with him. 

 Okay, I am going to rephrase the question, please think.  You have no 

idea what your father said in the media about ownership of guns in South 

Africa.  ---  I have no idea what my father said, M'Lady.  I understand that Mr 

Nel has read things out of media extracts.  I grew up in a family where we did 



phone the police and not once did our things get sorted out or did they catch 

anyone.  I can understand if that was my father’s opinion, but I have not read 

anything. 

 But you, Mr Pistorius, in 2008, 2008, 2009, did not trust the police.  ---   

It is not that I did not trust them …[intervenes]  

 You said so.  ---  I did not trust the police to be able to do anything 

about the situation, M'Lady. 

 Is that also why you never reported your burglary, because you never 

trusted the police?  ---  Yes, it is possibly, that is possibly true, M'Lady.  

Although I had called the police out, I think that is what I did say.  I had called 

the police out, but there was not a docket that was opened when there was an 

attempt burglary when I…  What I said was, when it came to my burglaries, 

that it happened a week and a half earlier when I was overseas.  I did not see 

what the police could possibly do.  What I said was, I also did not have 

insurance at the time, so there was no need for me to open a police report.  

There were many factors.  I would not just contribute it to one factor. 

 And… but one of the factors is, you thought, you did not trust the police 

to do anything about your house burglary.  ---  That is not what I said, M'Lady. 

 But is that a factor?  ---  No, what I said…  I did not say I did not have 

trust in them to do anything about it.  I said I did not trust that they would be 

able to do anything about it.  That there was, that anything would happen, 

whether they… I do not know if would investigate it or not, but I did not see 

how they could possibly find out who had burgled my house a week and a half 



earlier. 

 So you do not know who you, who picked you up from Rhapsody?  

You… pardon me, you do not know who picked you up from Rhapsody?  ---  

As I said, M'Lady, I do not remember. 

 And a similar incident did not happen after that, where somebody fired 

at you.  ---  No, I did not have somebody fire at me.  I said in my chief that 

there were people that had followed me, but there were not people that had 

fired at me again. 

 Now let us then deal with the 2012 incident where you said you got 

assaulted.  Remember that incident?  ---  Yes, I clearly remember that incident. 

 But before we go there, something gave rise to that particular incident, 

am I right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 You approached a Mr Van den Burgh at a public get-together at 

Daytona, am I right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And …[intervenes]  ---  It was a public get-together of the Daytona 

Group, but it was a, it was a racetrack meeting. 

 Now in public, you approached Mr Quinton Van den Burgh and you 

had an argument with him about Samantha Taylor.  ---  I did not have an 

argument about him, M'Lady,. 

 What did you do?  ---  Mr Van den Burgh had taken Samantha Taylor 

overseas whilst I was at the Olympics on a pretence that it was for a work 

function.  He is in his late thirties and Samantha is 19, 20 years old.  It later 

came out when her and I were reconciling our relationship, when I got back 



from London.  There are e-mails to show that she said that he was 

manipulative and disgusting and a whole bunch of things and that is what she 

conveyed to me in person.  I did not expect to see Mr Van den Burgh at the 

Kyalami Racetrack.  When I arrived, I saw him and I immediately went to a 

different side of the outside area where we were.  He stared at me the whole 

morning, M'Lady.  He made eye contact with me and he just could not keep his 

eyes off me.  I said to a friend of mine, there were many of my friends there at 

the time, I said to them, I actually feel like leaving, I do not feel like any 

confrontation with this person.   

And as I was leaving, Mr Van den Burgh turned around and looked at 

me, so I approached him and I said to him: ‘Mr Van den Burgh, you obviously 

know who I am, I just want you to know that I have very little respect for what 

you did.’  I did not threaten him in any manner.  I told him exactly what I 

thought about him.  I did not swear at him.  There were many, many people 

that were around and he did not have any reply to me.  I turned around and I 

left after that.   

 That is your version, but let us just test it because I do not know who 

will give evidence.  Mr Divaris was there.  ---  That is correct.  

 Who else was there?  ---  Mr Barwell was there, M'Lady, another friend 

of mine …[intervenes]  

 Barwell, yes.  ---  Mr Lerena who was here, he gave evidence 

…[intervenes]  

 Lerena was there.  ---  He was right there, he was standing… 



 Ja.  Now …[intervenes]  ---  Mr Fresco was there, I believe 

…[intervenes]  

 Fresco was there, ja.  Now if anybody would say that you approached 

him, you were aggressive, they would be lying.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So you… but you approached him.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And you indicated that you are unhappy with what he did.  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 And if he would say you were aggressive, he is lying.  ---  M'Lady, Mr 

Van den Burgh sent me a legal letter about two weeks later, asking me, asking 

my management for my address.  It was clear that he wanted to pick a fight.  

He sent an e-mail from a lawyer on an official letterhead.  The letterhead had 

the names of many [indistinct 10:36:54] on it, but the lawyer was [indistinct 

10:36:56].  I seeked legal advice.  I was told not to even waste my time 

[indistinct 10:37:07] with Mr Van den Burgh.  Although, when I got home that 

day from Kyalami, I had a function to attend at Sun City.  Ms Taylor was 

waiting for me at my house.  She had been at my house throughout the 

morning that day.  She was coming, going to go with me to Sun City.   

When I got home, she was extremely upset that I had confronted Mr 

Van den Burgh.  An argument pursued and I asked her why she was defending 

him.  She said to me that somebody had phoned her and told her that I had got 

into, approached him and told him, basically told him off.  I asked her, you 

know, after all the things that she told me about this person, why she was 

defending him.  She immediately became, said that she was not defending 



him.  I told her that I did not have time to argue about this.  It has been very 

hard for me to forgive her for what had happened, if she would like to defend 

him…  Our bags were already packed to Sun City.  I actually gave her the keys 

to my Jeep.   

I said to her: you are more than welcome to just take your bag, I have 

got a business function I need to attend, this relationship is not working, I 

cannot deal with the drama of this man and you, please let us just leave it and I 

put her bag in my car, I gave her the key and said to her that I would organise 

that somebody pick up the vehicle at a later stage.  She then pleaded with me.  

She said she was sorry.  I said to her I understand if she is sorry, but that she 

can please not defend this person who has got in between her and I.   

We got into my car, we drove to Sun City, which is very important 

because by the time we got to Sun City, I was met in the foyer by Mr Bachelor.  

He came over and he approached Samantha Taylor and I and he must have 

known that I was there for a function.  I am not sure if Samantha had told 

Quinton and he had told Bachelor, but it all came together later on when Mr 

Bachelor was the person who was involved in this intimidation and the 

repercussion of it, with the assault where we landed up at the Hawks.  

 Okay, now you have given us now this long discussion.  You see, that 

is the issue with leading good character evidence of yourself because….  Are 

you telling me that you never shouted at Samantha Taylor when you got 

home?  ---  We got into an argument, M'Lady, I …[intervenes] 

 You shouted at her.  ---  I did not shout at her, M'Lady.  I was very civil 



with her.  I had had enough of the relationship.  I packed her bag in my car.  I 

offered her to take my vehicle.   

 I hear what you are saying, Mr Pistorius, but we will, we will deal with 

this a bit further but let me just deal with one thing.  You are the person that 

approached Mr Van den Burgh in a public area and confronted him because he 

took Samantha Taylor overseas.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Good, you confirm.  So, and that is the incident that gave rise to the 

incident where you got assaulted.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now there again, you approached the person with the phone.  ---  That 

is correct, M'Lady.  

 Nobody… at the time you were at this get-together, in fact, you were in 

the bathroom when you overheard a conversation.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You then approached that person to talk on the phone.  ---  As I said, 

that is correct, M'Lady. 

 And you then spoke to Mr Mark Bachelor.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And you threatened him that you will break his legs.  ---  That is 

incorrect, I never …[intervenes]  

 But you know, you have heard that he said that.  ---  I have heard that 

he said that, M'Lady. 

 So he is lying.  ---  He is lying, M'Lady, I…[ (intervenes) 

 Are you telling us the truth?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You never said that.  ---  I never said any threats or anything to Mr 

Bachelor.  I would not be so careless, M'Lady.  He is revered as a person that 



has been many assault charges. I would never attempt to threaten somebody 

…[intervenes]  

 You see…  ---  The only person I approached the person who was on 

the phone, was to defuse the situation.  After more than 10 minutes trying to 

reason with him, I came to the conclusion that this man was not of the mind to 

talk about something.  He told me that Mr Van den Burgh was a good friend of 

his and that if I want to… in a very explicit tone, he told me to wind my neck in.  

These are all the words I used when we were at the Hawks.  We told, we 

discussed the story.  We… the story was defused there.  I called the meeting 

at the Hawks. 

 I know you want… let us deal with your evidence.  Now, the fact is that 

you never reported, and I am talking to a police station, you never reported this 

to a police station.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Mr Divaris arranged a meeting with a very senior member at the 

Hawks.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So you all went to the Hawks.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Where… it was you, Mr Divaris, who else?  ---  It was myself, Mr 

Divaris, Mr Bachelor and Mr Bachelor brought a lawyer with him, M'Lady, who 

was representing him and Quinton Van den Burgh. 

 And after that, there was no court cases.  ---  No, there were no court 

cases, M'Lady. 

 Now you were assaulted that night.  ---  No, I was not assaulted that 

night, M'Lady. 



 You were not assaulted?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Not when you visited the Hawks, but when, after you spoke on the 

phone.  ---  That was not the same day, M'Lady. 

 Was it not the same day?  No, let us just deal with it.  At the time when 

you spoke to Mr Bachelor on the phone …[intervenes]  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Were you assaulted that day?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Did you lay a charge with the police?  ---  The next day we got the 

meeting set up with the Hawks, M'Lady. 

 The next day, after your assault.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Are you sure?  Did you not go to…  Oh, no, that was after the meeting.  

So you never laid a charge for assault with the police.  You just spoke to the 

police and resolved the issue.  ---  I never spoke to the police, M'Lady. 

 You spoke to the Hawks and resolved it.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You never laid a charge of assault with the police.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 And you know who assaulted you.  ---  I do not, M'Lady. 

 I see.  Now, Mr Pistorius…  ---  M'Lady, in this context I think it is 

important to state that it has come back to me on many occasions that Mr Van 

den Burgh paid Mr Bachelor a sum of money.  He confessed it to Mr Divaris.  

He got caught up with what he thought were his friends and his people and got 

extorted for even more money and I believe that that was the reason for them 

trying to involve me in whatever idea they had. 



 Mr Pistorius, for a man like you, at that get-together, would it not have 

been easier just to leave?  ---  M'Lady, I think it is important to say that I had 

my firearm with me at that point when I was assaulted, I did not use it and I did 

leave.  I went straight from there to the Morningside Clinic where I got stitches 

in my head. 

 Mr Pistorius, before, before talking on the phone, before taking people 

on, would it not have been better for you to leave?  Why did you get involved in 

an altercation?  ---  I heard the conversation being told outside.  I heard the 

person talking to Mr Bachelor outside and I thought that it would be best to talk 

about the situation to Mr Bachelor.  I did not know [indistinct 10:44:55].  I 

thought that maybe it would be a person that I [indistinct 10:44:57]. 

 But you are making the assumption.  ---  I knew who he was, M'Lady.  

 You met him at Sun City, did you not?  ---  I had [indistinct 0:45:03] at 

Sun City.  He greeted Samantha Taylor.  I [indistinct 10:45:05]. 

 I have not ask you the question why you look for trouble by going, by 

approaching that person [indistinct 10:45:15]?  You looked for trouble, you did 

not try and defuse some.  ---  M'Lady, if I was looking for trouble, I would not 

even contemplate speaking to the person.  

 That is …[intervenes]  ---  I was, I was trying to defuse the situation, as 

I have said. 

 No, Mr Pistorius, that is not true.  Your version of events is not true, but 

we will see if we can get something and deal with it a bit later perhaps.  ---  

M'Lady, the… Mr Lerena and Mr Fresco have given evidence.  The state has 



known about this …[intervenes]  

 Can Roux call them and…?  We could not lead it because this is 

character evidence, but would you be happy to get their versions of the 

events?  ---  I will be more than happy to. 

 Oh, about the events on the day at Daytona?  ---  Correct. 

 Okay, good, but you have Mr Divaris… he could perhaps tell us?  ---  I 

am not sure if they will be calling Mr Divaris, M'Lady.  I have not consulted with 

my counsel. 

 But it is a possibility that he might give evidence and there we will get 

the version?  ---  [Indistinct 10:46:15] possible. 

 Or we can get Mr Lerena or somebody just to explain to the court really 

what happened there.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Okay, that is good, we can look into that.  Mr Pistorius, let us now go 

back to the scene and the early morning of 13 February.  Do you have the…?  

Do you have the photo album with you?  Mister… Mr Pistorius, we… you have 

given, you have given evidence up to the stage where you brought the two fan 

in, in cross-examination.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now after you brought the two fans in, what happened then?  ---  I 

placed the two fans on the floor and I closed the doors and I closed the 

curtains, M'Lady. 

 Yes, and then?  ---  I then went to the amplifier to cover the light with 

the jeans and it was at that point that I heard the noise coming from the 

bathroom, M'Lady. 



 Now let us just deal with that.  You… why did you want to cover the 

light?  ---  Because it was distracting, M'Lady.  

 Why would that be?  Why?  ---  I was trying to sleep.  If there was a 

light on it would distract me, M'Lady. 

 So that was sharp enough light to bother you when you are sleeping.  -

--  It must have been, M'Lady. 

 Now if that is sharp enough to bother you, it must illuminate at least an 

area.  ---  I think if you look at it, it is a blue LCD light, M'Lady, so it is very, it is 

a small light, but it is bright.  If you had contact, if you are looking at it, it would 

be very distracting. 

 But it would illuminate the area, otherwise it would not bother you.  ---  

M'Lady, it would not illuminate the area at all. 

 It did.  Are you sure?  ---  If Mr Nel says it did, M'Lady, then I cannot 

agree with that because …[intervenes]  

 You never said it illuminated the area?  ---  No, I never said it 

illuminated the area. 

 So it was just a blue light and that would not help you to see anything.  

---  You could see the silhouette of the jeans, as I said, on the floor. 

 Yes, you see, so you said one could see something in the blue light.  

So you could at least see the jeans.  ---  The silhouette of the jeans, M'Lady.  

The jeans were about a meter away from the amp. 

 Whose were those?  ---  They were Reeva’s, M'Lady. 

 Now this particular blue light, was it the first time that it bothered you?  



---  It might have bothered me before.  I have covered it before with other 

things. 

 And you never took steps to change it, not cover it permanently or 

anything like that?  ---  If I had, M'Lady, it would not have bothered me on that 

evening. 

 Did you think of doing that before?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Why did it bother you that evening because that is not the reason why 

you woke up?  ---  I am sorry, M'Lady, I did not hear Mr Nel’s question. 

 That is not the reason why you woke up, the blue light, am I right?  ---  I 

do not know what the reason was why I woke up, M'Lady.  It was warm and I 

could not sleep.  

 Now when did the blue light bother you?  ---  As I closed the curtains 

and I turned and I placed, after I closed the curtains, I turned back to the fans 

and I saw the blue light was on.  That is when it bothered me and I thought that 

I should cover it. 

 So it bothered you then.  ---  When the room was pitch black, M'Lady. 

 And did you cover it?  ---  I do not remember, M'Lady. 

 No, that is not that …[intervenes]  

COURT:   What was the question? 

MR NEL:   Did he cover it, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Oh, okay.  ---  I do not remember if I covered it at that point I heard 

the noise, M'Lady.  I do not remember if I covered, if it was at that point that I… 

 Now okay, well, let us go slowly.  You wanted to cover it.  ---  That is 



correct, M'Lady.  

 You wanted to cover it and you can tell us you wanted to cover it with 

the jeans.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  I had already picked up the pair of 

jeans and I was in the process of placing them on the amp. 

 Now let us just go to a photograph.  M'Lady, may I refer to E68?  

Pardon, could we first go to E61?  Where is that blue light?  ---  If you look at 

the, if you look at the amplifier, M'Lady, it is on the, there are two big… the one 

is a volume swivel and the other one, I think, is a function swivel.  If you look to 

the top left corner, the name of amp, it says: ‘Pioneer’ and then just below the 

amp there is a button there, the LCD is in the middle of that button, M'Lady. 

 Is it there, where the arrow is now?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 There where the circle is.  So in the middle of that button, there is a 

small blue LED light that you wanted to cover?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 How did you want to cover it?  ---  By draping the jean over the, over 

the light, M'Lady, or over the button. 

 Could we just to go to 55, please?  You have yesterday indicated that 

there where the fold is in this duvet, that is where you placed the larger of the 

two fans.  ---  That is where one of the feet of the larger of the two fans was, 

M'Lady, that is correct. 

 Okay, now that is perhaps important, so which, which one would that 

be?  Where would the other two be, more to the right of this photograph or 

more to the left?  ---  M'Lady, this photo is two dimensional and it is not taken 

from above, so the duvet is, I do not know how many centimetres off the 



ground.  It is in the vicinity, as I said yesterday, about, that is about where I 

remember.  I agree with Mr Nel, that is about where the fan was, but I did not 

say for certain that is where it was. 

 But what we also know is that to the left of that fan is where you put the 

other fan.  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. 

 Where was that then?  ---  To the right of that fan. 

 To the right of that.  So you put the smaller fan between this fan and 

the curtain?  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. 

 Where did you put it then?  ---  To the right of the big fan, M'Lady, as I 

said yesterday. 

 Ja, but if… where, please indicate on the screen?  Is that to the right of 

the fan?  If you look at the photo, is that not to the left of the fan?  ---  M'Lady, 

as I described, I brought the small fan in first and I brought the big fan in 

second.  So I did not place the small fan to the right, it was already there.  I 

brought the left fan in and I placed it to the left of the smaller fan. 

 Okay, perhaps I am confused, but let us rather work on where you 

pointed out.  ---  I can explain …[intervenes]  

 You pointed out where the fold is and you pointed out that… let us not 

use left or right, more towards the bathroom side of your room, that is where 

you put the smaller fan.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now right behind the smaller fan must have been the denim.  Where 

did you pick the jeans up?  ---  More or less where they are now, M'Lady.  As I 

said, they were about a meter away from the amplifier. 



 Now you then heard what?  ---  I then heard the window sliding open, 

M'Lady. 

 Heard the window sliding open.  You never heard the deceased get up.  

---  I did not, M'Lady. 

 You never heard anything on the bed creak or anything on the bed.  ---  

I did not, M'Lady. 

 On your evidence, the fans were on.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You are very close to the fans.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And you still could hear a window slide open.  ---  The noise that the 

window makes when it slides open, M'Lady, would be a lot louder than 

anybody getting out of bed. 

 From …[intervenes]  ---  I heard the window slide and I heard, as I said, 

I heard the window slide an I heard it hit the frame when it was finished sliding.  

That is what I said. 

 Ja, no, slide and slam, but you heard slide, that is important.  ---  That 

is correct, M'Lady.  

 When you… there was just no mistake that that is exactly what you 

heard?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And from day, from this incident, up until now, that is what you heard, it 

is a window sliding open and slamming.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 What happened then?  ---  I was frozen for a moment, a couple of 

seconds and then I rushed to grab my firearm, which was next to the pedestal, 

underneath, next to the pedestal, M'Lady. 



 Yes.  ---  I then got my firearm and as I turned around to face, to turn 

my body to face the passage, I told Reeva to get down, to phone the police. 

 How did you tell her?  ---  I whispered it to her, M'Lady.  I said it in a 

soft tone. 

 Now did you look at her when you said that?  ---  No, M'Lady, I… from 

the time that I left the amplifier to the time I got my firearm, I tried not to keep, 

get my eyes of the passage. 

 I see.  Now when you heard the noise, you never discussed the noise 

with her.  ---  I did not discuss the noise with her, M'Lady. 

 You never said: ‘Reeva, did you hear that?’  ---  I did not say that 

M'Lady, 

 I asked: did you say that?  ---  I did not, M'Lady. 

 Why not?  She is awake.  ---  I was not confused about what I had 

heard, M'Lady. 

 But you should not be confused, but did you not check with her: 

‘Reeva, did you hear the…’  I never said: ‘What I heard’.  She is awake.  Did 

you not say: ‘Reeva, did you hear that?’?  ---  I… there was no doubt in my 

mind that I had heard what I had heard, M'Lady.  I did not need confirmation.  I 

did not ask her. 

 We never asked if you asked for confirmation.  I asked: ‘Did you not 

say to her: ‘Reeva, did you hear that?’?  ---  No, M'Lady, if I… [intervenes]  

 I am putting it to you and I will argue and I will show you that that is a 

reasonable thing to do, to say: ‘Reeva…’, she is awake: ‘Reeva, did you hear 



that?’.  ---  I did not do that, M'Lady. 

 In the past, if you heard her voice, you woke up…  Sorry?  Ag, noise, in 

the past, when you heard a noise, you discussed that with Samantha Taylor?  -

--  On an occasion, one occasion where that did happen, where Ms Taylor had 

slept at my home, I had heard a noise downstairs, but I had woken up when I 

heard that noise.  As the noise was happening, I heard it, and I leant over to 

her and I asked her if she had heard the noise.  What it was, was, my dog had 

come in the house and he was running around and knocking over the dining 

room chairs downstairs.  So at that occasion, yes, I did lean over.  I was 

unsure about what I had heard.  On the morning of the 14th, I was sure of what 

I had heard.  I did not want to converse more than what I had to and I said to 

Reeva: ‘Get down and phone the police’.  

 But, but one thing we know is, you never waited for a response.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You never checked up if she is okay and if she is panicking.  ---  I 

never did, M'Lady. 

 You never said: ‘Reeva, listen…’ and make contact with her and tell 

her what to do.  That you did not do.  ---  I did tell her what to do, M'Lady. 

 You whispered at her, but you never looked at her and said: ‘Reeva, go 

down’.  ---  I did not whisper at her, M'Lady.  I said it in a soft manner.  I said: 

get down and phone the police.  I was sure that there was somebody in my 

house.  I …[intervenes]  

 You never whispered.  What is the, what is the difference between soft 



manner and whisper?  ---  Soft manner is talking softly and a whisper would be 

a whisper, M'Lady,. 

 So, but you did not whisper.  ---  No, M'Lady, I did not whisper., 

 You are not mistaken.  You are not mistaken because you can 

remember lots of detail.  You are not mistaken that you perhaps whispered to 

her.  ---  No, M'Lady, I spoke to her in a soft manner. 

 And you ever waited for a response.  ---  I did not wait for a response 

and I did not hear a response, M'Lady. 

 And that did not bother you.  ---  My whole being was fixated on this 

person that I thought was in the bathroom, M'Lady.  I had already grabbed my 

firearm.  When I told Reeva to get down and call the police, I was already 

facing away from the bed.  I was already making my way to the passage. 

 You see, we will go on from there, but the one thing that you are one 

hundred percent happy with is that that duvet that one can see in photograph 

55, was not there.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 But the denim was.  ---  The denim was, as I said, in that vicinity in 

about that area. 

 Now let us take it one step further, if that photograph that we see there, 

photograph 55, if that is the way it was that morning, your version cannot be 

true.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Okay.  So for that to happen, the police must have moved the fan and 

put the duvet on the floor.  ---  We discussed this in great length with the 

curtains and the fan and the duvet and the other fan yesterday, M'Lady, that is 



true. 

 You see, there is one big problem, Mr Pistorius.  That denim is lying on 

the duvet.  ---  I do not see that as a problem, M'Lady …[intervenes]  

 I am going to show you…  ---  I do not dispute that, M'Lady, but I do not 

see how that is a problem.  If everything was moved in the room, then there is 

no reason why the denim could not have been moved.  The duvet, I do not see 

how that is a problem. 

 No, we will get there, but first things first.  Let us go to photograph 68.  

Can you see it lying on, the top part of, the top part of the denim is lying onto a 

portion of the duvet?  ---  Yes, I can, M'Lady. 

 So you say that is not a problem.  ---  I am saying it does not fit with my 

version of what happened, M'Lady,. 

 And you said it is not a problem.  ---  Well I am saying that if everything 

else was moved, if many other things were moved in the room, which we have 

already discussed like …[intervenes]  

 What we have to then take into account is that the police picked the 

denim up, put the duvet down and threw the denim down on the duvet.  ---  As 

they did with many other things, M'Lady. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, why would the police do that?  Why would they 

handle the denim and put it onto the duvet?  Why?  ---  M'Lady, I cannot 

answer that question …[intervenes]  

 Because they never did.  ---  We have gone through the photos where 

the cricket bat had moved slightly.  We have gone onto things where the 



firearm had been picked up and replaced. Where we saw things… I do not 

know why the police did that.  I cannot explain that.  I was not there. 

 So what we…  I am just, I am keeping a list.  So a policeman must 

have…  Let us start, opened the curtains wider, moved the fan, switch the light 

on, put the duvet on the floor and ensure that the denim is on top of the duvet 

because that is important.  If the police put it next to it, that would not have 

been that important, am I correct?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So, and now we are a year later and nobody knew that you did 

something with the jeans, why would the police do that?  ---  As I said, I do not 

know, M'Lady. 

 But on your, on your version, you had it in your hands and you dropped 

it.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And if that is the way it was on the day, you are lying about the duvet. 

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, I am so sorry to intervene, but we know all about photo 

perception.  It is put as a fact.  Of course if you just look at it quickly, but you 

do not know to what extent is distance, and the duvet, the denim is up and I 

have seen many photo deceptions, I am not sure by looking at this, and it was 

pointed out to me that that is in facto because it is a photo taken from one side.  

I will show you many photo deceptions where you think, in the police’s own 

photos, that it was on top and it was not.  I do not believe on this photo you can 

make the point that it is on top.  It may be just before it and as the photo is 

taken, it blocks that.  I cannot see anything that say that is top, but for a first 

sight when you look at it, but when you start to look properly, you do not know 



that. 

MR NEL:   M'Lady, we have dealt with that with the bat, a one millimetre move 

and different angles, that is true, but what I see on that photograph and what 

the accused agreed to, is that that denim is on that, on that duvet.  If Mr Roux 

wants to deal with this in re-examination, he can, but, M'Lady, it is not an 

inadmissible question or an unfair question. 

COURT:   Mr Roux. 

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, we cannot see it is on top.  I mean, to say to an accused 

it is on top and he will say: yes.  That means nothing, but is it in fact and I do 

not see that.  Let the state blow it up, let them, let us get a proper photo.  I will 

show a hundred photos where they had put a denim in front of it and it will 

seem to be on top, but it is not.  I cannot see that is on top and I think it is 

unfair. 

COURT:   You say that a blow-up would make it …[intervenes]  

MR ROUX:   As for a long, a long side and it is blown up more, maybe we can 

see, but we know photo deception, we have heard evidence about it, about 

cameras and so on.  All I say is, it is unfair to make a point to the accused to 

say: it is on top, when we do not know it is on top.  There is no evidence that it 

was on top.  But for a photo, one would have expected that evidence. 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Nel. 

MR NEL:   M'Lady, I just, my argument is still, it is not an inadmissible 

question.  I asked the accused if he can see it.  If later Mr Roux wants to take it 

up on re-examination, that is possible, but at the moment I, with the utmost 



respect, the court will allow me to carry on? 

COURT:   Would you… I am very doubtful, now that you are speaking about 

angles.  Can you not blow it up? 

MR NEL:   Yes. 

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:   I will do that. 

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:   Let her, can we please zoom in …[intervenes]  

COURT:   Before we proceed, please, Mr Nel? 

MR NEL:   Yes, M'Lady.  

COURT:   Mind your language? 

MR NEL:  What did I say, M'Lady? 

COURT:   You do not call a witness a liar, not while he is in the witness box. 

MR NEL:   Oh, as the court pleases.   

MR ROUX:   In fact, I may say, and I will assist Mr Nel, maybe it is an 

appropriate time, I see it is not long before quarter passed, because this is a 

serious issue, we have blown one up and I would like to show him that there 

may be a very different view about that.  I see, M'Lady, it is ten passed, it is 

five minutes before the adjournment and rather to have this argument, I just 

have that concern that we carry on with line of cross-examination, which may 

turn out to be very unfair. 



COURT:   Yes, Mr Nel. 

MR NEL:   I agree with that. 

COURT:   We will take our adjournment now.  Court will adjourn. 

 

COURT ADJOURNS [11:11]             ~ ~ ~             [11:37] COURT RESUMES 

 

OSCAR LEONARD PISTORIUS:  (s.u.o.) 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  May it please the court.  Mr 

Pistorius, let us just see if we can get the photographs on the screen.  I am 

going to show you two photographs Mr Pistorius.  My Lady, it may take a 

minute.   

MR ROUX:  My Lady, may we. I undertook to come back to you on the 

question and I would want now too, that Mr Nel must maybe look at image 185 

and I will say when you look at that from the other side then you think, because 

of the perception that the duvet is on top of the denim, but also that is not 

important.  We have a witness in Van Rensburg at page 830 and he tells us 

what he saw.  Of the official record and that is not on top but next to.  That 

should resolve that we are not dependent on camera and deception.  

MR NEL:   As the court pleases, My Lady. No, I am not dealing with Colonel 

Van Rensburg, I am dealing with photographs My Lady and I will support 

permission to carry on with the photographs.  That looks next to, if you do 

not… if you do not look clearly at it, the photographs will in fact show what it is.  

Mr Roux cannot, with the utmost respect, the court will not stop me from 



pursuing this matter further.  I will blow this up and I will show it.   

COURT:   You are going to blow it up?  

MR NEL:   Yes, My Lady.  

COURT:   Yes.  And you are going to look at another angle, if there is?  

MR NEL:   I have got another angle. 

COURT:   Yes.   

MR NEL:   And I am going to blow it up.   

COURT:   Yes.  

MR NEL:   As the court pleases, My Lady.  The photograph we are looking at 

now, is 183.  Now My Lady, if we could just zoom into 183.  What is important 

My Lady, before I go to another angle, is that there is a label on the denim, the 

one that is showing there, that is not part of the debate.  That is part of the 

denim.  What one should look at there My Lady, is that there is a little corner 

and that you can see the corner enter from the top left side and that it exits at 

the bottom, in context My Lady, one will… one has to think then that there is a 

corner of the duvet under the denim.  But what is important is to look at the 

label.  Because if you look at it from a different side, that label comes into play.  

The label, that is the same colour as the duvet, but it is not.  So do you see 

that Mr Pistorius ...[intervened]  

MR ROUX:   No, My Lady. With respect, it is… we have to say, a problem, 

then in all fairness he must show you photo 185.   

MR NEL:   We are going ...[intervened]  

MR ROUX:    Taken from the other side.  



COURT:   It is going to be shown.  That is what Mr Nel says.  

MR NEL:   That is where I am going, My Lady.     

COURT:   Yes.  

MR NEL:   So Mr Pistorius, do you see that?  What do you see on the 

photograph?  --- I see what Mr Nel explained, My Lady.   

 Now let us… My Lady, may we then go to 185.  Maybe, just before.  

Before we go away, can we just go there again.  My Lady, what I would also want 

to bring the court’s attention to, is where the… it is just the corner, we are not 

talking about the duvet, the bigger duvet.  We are talking about the denim as 

lying on the corner sticking out.  Now from a different angle, one will have to take 

this into account.  That little corner of the duvet is where the denim is lying.  Can 

we go to the different photograph, please.   Now it is a a different angle My Lady, 

it one zooms in… just zoom in more. 

COURT:   Is this 185? 

MR NEL:    Yes.  And then point to that. That is the label My Lady.  The rough 

edges, if we go back to 183, the rough edges should be visible as one can see.   

That is not part of the duvet.  That is the label on the denim.  The piece of the 

corner My Lady, on the left hand side, I will ask them to show it.  There.   That is 

the piece of the corner we are talking about My Lady.  Now the portion of the 

duvet one can see here, makes it difficult to see the corner, but the corner is 

visible where the hand is now.   Can we just go to 185.  183.  If we now go to 183 

My Lady, the thicker part of the duvet is what one sees from a different angle, we 

are standing behind the duvet, we are looking into this direction.  So the thicker 



part of the duvet is more visible on 185 and there one can see the label My Lady, 

with the rough edges and the corner.  My Lady, it is my respectful submission 

and I will argue that, that it is clear from the photograph that that denim is on the 

duvet and on that basis, I would like to proceed with my cross-examination.  

COURT:   Yes,Mr Roux?  

MR ROUX:    I do not see it that way.  I think what would be proper is to put it in 

the following fashion, to say on my interpretation of the photograph, that is what I 

am putting.  Then I have no difficulty and let him answer, but that is not my 

interpretation and we have the evidence as well.  Or he must say that the 

evidence was wrong.  

COURT:   Well, if the evidence is there then there is a solution. At the end of the 

case you argue about the evidence which is inconsistent perhaps with what Mr 

Nel saw.  

MR ROUX:    Absolutely, My Lady.  

COURT:   Yes.  

MR ROUX:    My only difficulty is to put it as a fact to say the one is on top of the 

other, because from the other side, if you look at various points it appeared to be 

at the bottom and all I say is he can cross-examine, I am not stopping him. 

COURT:   Yes.  

MR ROUX:    But he must say my interpretation of the photo is that it is so and 

what do you say about it and he can go on then. But not as a fact.  

COURT:   Yes.  Yes, Mr Nel?  From the photographs it looks as if the denim is 

on top. 



MR NEL:   Yes, My Lady.   

COURT:   Yes.  

MR NEL:    As the court pleases.   

COURT:   I think you can go as far as that.  

MR NEL:    Thank you.   

COURT:   Yes.   

MR NEL:    Now shall I proceed, My Lady?  

COURT:   Yes, yes you may.  

MR NEL:    Mr Pistorius, you have now heard all the argument and yo uhave 

heard what the court said now.   If you have a look  at the photograph, it looks as 

if the denim is on the duvet.  --- From this angle it does look that way My Lady.   

 Now with that… That creates a difficulty for your version.  Am I correct? -

-- That is incorrect, My Lady.   

 Why?  Why are you saying that?  --- My Lady, I would like to believe that 

the colonel’s evidence was true and if he says that the jeans were next to the 

duvet, then it means it must have been moved after he saw it My Lady.  So it 

does not create a difficulty, it supports my evidence.  

 Now the colonel’s evidence, do you remember that or did you pick it up 

from Mr Roux’s argument? --- I picked it up from Mr Roux’s argument My Lady.   

 Good.  And let us ...[intervened] --- If that is what he said, then I am sure 

that is what he said.  

 Let us forget about Mr Roux’s argument for now and when I started the 

question, I said the following:  The court said it looks like it is on top of the duvet.  



If that is so, that is what I said, it is a difficulty for your version.  Am i right?  --- My 

Lady, I said from this angle it looks like it is on top of the duvet.   

 You are not answering the question.  I know you have heard, listened to 

lots of argument, but you are not answering.  I am not asking you if it looks like it.  

I say, it will create a problem for your version.  Am I right? --- My Lady, in order 

for this to create a problem for my version, I would have to know that it is on top 

of the duvet.  From this angle it does look like it is on top of the duvet, so that 

would…  not considering any of the other facts, that would create a difficulty in 

my version, but I cannot say that it does My Lady.   

 But if we say that it is on… You agree then, if it is on top it is difficult for 

your version, because if you dropped it there your version does not make sense 

out of it.   --- If it was on top My Lady, and Mister… Colonel Van Rensburg’s 

evidence is not admissible then yes, that does make sense My Lady.    

 If you look,  up until today, what did you think where was it then?  I did 

not think,  I knew that the denim was left there but I also knew that when these 

photos were taken, many things had been moved around My Lady.  I have never 

looked at these photos as a source of reference.  My bail was given two days 

after the incident, before I knew any of these facts.  When I looked at these 

photos, all I saw was inconsistencies in all of them, so I did not consider where 

things were here.  

 Yesterday when we showed you photograph 55, did you think the denim 

was next to the duvet?  Lying next to it?  --- I did not think about that at the time, 

My Lady.   It did not cross my mind.  



 If you look at photograph 55, what does it look like to you? ---  There it 

looks like they are next to each other, My Lady.  

 Thank you.  Yes.  And that is also what  Colonel Van Rensburg saw.  --- 

This is ...[intervened]  

 Because it is not on the bigger part of the duvet, it is on a little corner of 

that duvet.  --- Mister van… Colonel Van Rensburg My Lady, was not the 

photographer. He moved around this room, so he saw that from many different 

angles, not just from this angle, My Lady.   

 Now staying in this room.  You are paging through the album, Sir? You 

are allowed to page through the album.  Were you paging through the album? --- 

Yes, I was My Lady.   

 Is there something you wanted to point out? --- No, My Lady.  

 Now let us stay just here.  There is another photograph.  Just the next 

photograph,  56.  You can see your iPad on this photograph.  Am I right? --- That 

is correct, My Lady.  

 And I will ask the photograph just to point out, is that your iPad? --- That 

is correct, My Lady.   

 And that is the iPad that you used that night.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Just next to the fan there is a cover.  Is that the iPad cover? --- Yes, that 

is an iPad cover My Lady.  

 Is that the cover for the iPad that you used? --- Yes, My Lady. That is the 

iPad cover, it was taken with the iPad.   

 And if we just zoom in there please, on that iPad cover.  So that is the 



iPad cover that used. --- That is correct, My Lady.   

 Good.  Now Mr Pistorius, on this photograph.  Just zoom out please.  If 

you pulled the fan to the position where you said you did, the multi-plug would 

have at least moved in your direction.  Or do you not agree with that?   --- I am 

not sure  My Lady.  I am not sure it would have had to.  I do not know the lengths 

of these cords My Lady.   

 Now the grey item one can see there?  --- That is my vest, My Lady.  

That was on top of my prosthetic legs,  when I took it off earlier in the evening, I 

placed it there.  When I put my prosthetic legs on I had thrown it, I presume that 

is more or less where it landed.  

 It landed on the cables that one can see.  Just zoom in there.  --- I am 

not sure if it did My Lady, but that would make sense if it did, but that is what it 

dictates.  That is what is shown in the picture, My Lady.  

 Good.  So why did you put your vest on your prosthetic legs? --- It is out 

of habit, My Lady.  I usually put my clothing that I take off, onto my prosthetic 

legs, I do it at the track, I usually cover my prosthetic legs.  

 Because… but let us… so you get… On that particular photograph there, 

where was your prosthetic legs?  --- They were  between this and this point here, 

My Lady.   

 Okay.  Lying flat, both together. --- That is correct.  

 Alright. --- Correct, My Lady.  

 So even in your bedroom you would put your vest on your prosthetic 

legs.  --- Yes, out of habit I took… when I took, if I had to get up in the night and 



my legs were there then I knew where my clothing was, at the same place. 

 Now if we just go back to photograph 55.  And you remember the 

position of the fans as you have indicated them.   --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Did that bother you?  Was that in your way, when you ran to the 

balcony? --- I do not remember.  I do not remember… I do not remember if it was 

in my  way My Lady, I can imagine that it would have been.  I do not have a… I 

remember just running and opening the doors.  I do not remember the fans at 

that point.  

 You see, I think you are right.  If you indicated the position of the fans 

correctly, those would have been in your way in getting to the balcony.   --- It 

possibly may have My Lady.  I am not sure.  I do not remember that part of the 

evening.   

 You also cannot remember running into the bigger of the fans and falling 

over or anything like that? That the bigger fan fell over? --- Mr Nel is correct My 

Lady, I do not remember knocking…  I do not remember anything about the fans 

at that point in the night.   

 But they were also in your way when you put on your pros… to walk to 

where your prostheses were.  --- My Lady, they were not… they would have 

been if the fan was there, but the fan was not there, so I cannot … I do not 

remember the fan. I remember putting on my prosthetic legs in haste and running 

back as quickly as I could to the bathroom.  I do not remember if the fan was 

where it was now, it would have probably been in the way.  I am pretty sure it 

would have been in the way or I would have at least kicked it somewhere.  But 



where the fan was, I do not think it would have been in the way My Lady.  

 Is the opposite not true, Mr Pistorius?  Where it is now it is out of the way 

to get to your prostheses. --- That is incorrect My Lady.  The court saw me put on 

my prosthetic legs, I need to extend my legs out in front of me. It would have 

been very difficult for me to have put my legs on here.  That gap between the bed 

and the door is about a metre.  I definitely would have kicked the fan if it was… or 

bumped the fan if it was in the position which it is displayed in this picture.   

 But if it was where you said it was, to get there would have been… they 

would have been in your way.  --- I am not sure, I do not remember My Lady.  

 Just on what you pointed out today, if they were where the duvet is now, 

to get to your prostheses, they would have been in your way.  --- I do not think so 

My Lady, I ...[intervened]  

 The cable would have been in your way, if it was the ...[intervened] --- 

Yes, definitely.  

 …the same cable. --- Ja.  I cannot remember, but I am sure the cable 

would have been in my way when I ran to the balcony, whether I kicked it or 

pushed it, I do not have any memory of that.  But it was put to me is if I … the fan 

was there, what was put to me is that it would not have bothered me putting on 

my prosthetic legs.  Where it most   definitely would have.  

 But now we moved on.  If the fans were where you said they were, in 

getting to the balcony, the cable could have been in your way. --- That is correct, 

My Lady.  It is a possibility that when I ran out to the balcony that I could have 

kicked the cable or the fan or pushed it away.  I do not remember any of that My 



Lady.    

 Ja.  It is because it never happened.   That is why you cannot remember 

it. --- My Lady I was ...[intervened]  

 That is not what happened.  --- In the beginning of my evidence, I said 

that I remember everything from when I woke up to the time that I discharged my 

firearm, my memory after that is not very clear. There are things that I do not 

remember.  This is one of them. So I am not looking for an excuse.   

 Well...[intervened] --- If I do not remember it, I do not remember it, My 

Lady.  

 Mr Pistorius, are you okay?  You are not emotional? --- No, I am fine My 

Lady.  If I kicked the fan it would have been in my favour to say I kicked the fan, 

to explain where the small fan landed up.  But I cannot say that because I do not 

remember it.  

 But are you ...[intervened] --- So there are things that are in my favour if I 

say them, but I do not remember.   

 Are you getting emotional? --- Yes, I am very emotional My Lady.  

 Why? --- Because it is a difficult time for me to remember.   

 But why would this question make you emotional.  Because this was the 

night I lost the person that I cared about.  I do not know how people do not 

understand that.  …[Accused person is crying]…  

 …[Pause]… My Lady, I keeping quiet because the witness is clearly in 

distress.   

COURT:   Yes.  Just please give him a moment, please.  Maybe we just adjourn 



and stand outside.   

MR NEL:    As the court pleases. 

COURT:   The court will adjourn.  

 

COURT ADJOURNS [11:53]             ~ ~ ~            [12:012 COURT RESUMES 

 

COURT:   Mr Pistorius, are you ready? --- Yes, I am My Lady.  

 You think you are fine, you may proceed. --- Yes, thank you My Lady.  

OSCAR LEONARD PISTORIUS:  (d.s.s.) 

MR NEL:    May it please the court.  My Lady, may I have one minute just to 

confer with somebody.   

COURT:   Yes.   

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):     Mr Pistorius let us just 

carry on and take you up on your last answer and that is that you have a 

memory, a good memory of what happened until the time that you fired the shots.  

--- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Thereafter your memory is not that good.  --- That is correct, My Lady. 

 When you got your gun, you had to at least bend down and get it from 

under the bed. --- My Lady, I was on my stumps, so I was making my way to the 

bed as quick as I could so I was using my hands and my legs.  The gun was next 

to the pedestal, so I had to bend down, but I was already in a low position when I 

got my firearm and I was looking backward towards the passage. 

 Now you are looking back at the passage and you now… When you got 



your gun, what did you do? --- I turned around and I said to Reeva to get down 

and phone the police and I made my way as quickly as I could to where the wall 

of the bedroom is, just before the closet, the entrance of the closet.   

 And your intention was to? --- My attention was towards the closet, My 

Lady.  

 Your attention. But what was your intention when you made your way 

there? --- My intention was to put myself between the harm, to put myself in 

between Reeva and where I thought the people were My Lady, which was in the 

bathroom.   

 You see, on your version Mr Pistorius, if you cared about Reeva, you 

would have made sure that she hears you, that she is there, but you did not.  I 

was sure that she was there, My Lady, because I had spoken to her shortly 

before I was… before when I got out of bed.  Just before I got out of bed, she 

spoke to me, so that time I thought she was in the bed.   

 That is why you changed your 115.  --- I do not know what a 115 is My 

Lady. 

 Your, that is why in… in your plea explanation you said you spoke to her, 

but not in your bail application.  Am I right? --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 So why did you not say that in your bail application?  --- I am not sure My 

Lady, I cannot explain.  

 In your, when you prepared for court, you wanted the court to understand 

that you knew she was on the bed.  That is why you invented a discussion with 

her.  --- I did not invent a discussion with her My Lady.  Now, during your bail 



application, you did not think there would be a need to invent a discussion.  Is 

that not so? --- I did not invent any discussion, whether it was at my bail or 

whether it was now My Lady.  I have never invented anything.   

 You see, Mr Pistorius the nature of the discussion before you got up, is 

such that at least you thought that she was awake.  --- I thought that she was 

awake and I thought that she was next to me, My Lady.  

 Now ...[intervened] --- Or I knew she was next to me. I mean, I 

...[intervened]  

  What I  do not understand is why you would not make sure that Reeva is 

fine before you storm off? --- I am not sure My Lady, I was in a panic and my 

thought was to get between the perceived danger and Reeva as quick as I could.  

 It is because it is not the truth Mr Pistorius.  That is why it is difficult to 

explain why you did not see if she was fine.  Is that not so? --- That is incorrect, 

My Lady.  

 You see, in this matter we had two couples give evidence.  The Stipps 

gave evidence. The first thing that happened between them, is they spoke to 

each other:  Did you hear that?  What was that?  The same with Johnsons, 

Johnston and Burger.   When something happened they conversed.   But you did 

not.  --- I did not My Lady.  

 Why?  --- I was not next to Reeva at the time like the Johnsons  and the 

Stipps were and I did not believe that I needed to confirm what I heard.   

 You were.  You were right next to her.  You were right next to her in a 

situation of danger, but you did not take the time to talk to her.  My Lady, I was 



not right next to her when I heard the window open.  I was on the other side of 

the bedroom.   

 Okay.  Let us do this.  When you got your gun, you were right next to her, 

if she was on the bed.   --- I would have been… if I would have been next to her 

then, My Lady, at that point I was overcome by fear, I was wondering if the 

person was coming down the passage. 

 You see ...[intervened] --- I had to keep my eyes on the passage and I 

had to arm myself.  I did not have time to think about anything else. I spoke to 

Reeva and I said to her get down, call the police.    

 I say Mr Pistorius, a reasonable person would have looked where Reeva 

was.  Look if she was safe and if she panicked.  But you did not.  You just 

grabbed a gun.  On your own version, not on my version, on your own version 

you did not find out if she was okay or scared or anything.  Am I right? --- My 

Lady, there were a couple of questions that were  put to me there and I 

...[intervened]    

 Okay.  Let us start first.  You never found… you never established if she 

was scared.  --- I never established if she was scared My Lady.   

 You never established if she heard you.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 If she heard the danger.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 You wanted to arm yourself.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 That is the first thought that went through your mind. --- There were 

many, many, many, many thoughts that were going through my mind at that time 

My Lady.  I knew  I had to… I did not have any way of defending myself without 



my prosthetic legs on.  So I ran for my firearm.   

 That is not true.  I mean, if you spoke to Reeva the two of you could have 

taken lots of other steps.  Am I right? --- There was no time, My Lady.  

 You see, that is what you are saying.   You are saying there was no time.  

You heard something in the bathroom.  You and Reeva are in the bedroom.  --- 

That is correct, My Lady. 

 There is a passage leading between the bedroom and the bathroom. --- 

That is correct, My Lady.   

 You could have done lots of other things. ---  I do not agree, My Lady.  

 You could have… Let us agree that arming yourself, you and her could 

have gone to the balcony.  --- On the balcony there would not have been any 

way of escaping if we had got cornered, My Lady.  We would not be able to move 

anywhere.   

 But it is a possibility. --- It is a possibility, My Lady.  

 You could have both hid behind the bed.  --- That is a possibility My 

Lady.   

 You both could have been on her side of the bed, with your view on the 

passage.  --- My Lady, I did not want harm to come to Reeva.  So I wanted to put 

myself, as I said ,between the harm and Reeva.  If I had stuck next to Reeva, it 

would have put her in harm My Lady.  So  I did not think of… I told her to get 

down and call the police.  I could have done a host of things. But at that time, that 

was the decision that I made.   

 You see, I am… Mister, you know that it is my view that your version is 



not correct and it is improbable that you would act in that way, but let us take it 

one step further.   When you armed yourself, you rushed towards the area of the 

passage.  --- I rushed towards to where the passage and the bedroom meet, My 

Lady.  Just before you enter the passage.   

 And then you entered the passage.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Ready to shoot. --- That is incorrect My Lady.  

 What then?   Were you not ready to shoot?  --- I was never ready to 

shoot My Lady, at any point was I ready to shoot.    I was trying to get to see 

what was happening in my home.   

 But why would you go if you are not… Why would you arm yourself, rush 

towards the danger, but you are not ready to shoot?  That is not true.  Not on 

your version, even.  --- My Lady, I did not have time to think.  I was dealt with a 

situation in which I had to protect Reeva and I had to protect myself.   

 It is not that easy. You cannot tell the court:  I did not think.  You armed 

yourself and I am sure you released the safety switch… the safety mechanism on 

your gun?  --- That is correct, My Lady. . 

 So, okay.   So you did that.   You got your gun, released the safety 

mechanism.  Why?  --- So that if I needed to use my firearm, I could protect 

myself.   

 And that is why you stormed. You wanted to shoot.  --- We are talking 

about two separate times in the evening.  I did not storm to the bathroom.  My 

Lady, I ran to get to where the passage begun and then I walked extremely 

slowly and cautionary until I got to just before the corner where the bathroom 



passage is.  So I was ...[intervened]  

 Ready to shoot?  If you saw something you would have just pulled the 

trigger.  Or am I wrong.  ---  I am not sure My Lady.   

 No, but what was your intention?  I am walking down the passage and I 

want to protect Reeva.  You would have fired a shot.  --- My intention was to 

protect Reeva and to protect myself, that was my intention. 

 And if you saw somebody? --- I am not sure what, My Lady.  

 What were you ready to do? --- I do not think I was ready for anything My 

Lady.  

 You were.  You were, you armed yourself, you are ready to shoot.     ---  

As I said before, My Lady, I did not want to take anybody’s life. I screamed for 

the intruders to get out of my home.  

 You see, again Mr Pistorius you want to say I did not… I was not ready 

to take somebody’s life, I wanted… You are arguing.  Just think of the questions.  

Walking down the passage you had your gun, the safety was disengaged, you 

were ready to shoot. --- That is correct My Lady.  The fire ...[intervened]  

 Yes.  That is why you wanted to shoot.  If you saw somebody, you 

wanted to shoot. --- There is a massive difference between being ready to deal 

with a confrontation in that manner, in that situation with the limited time My 

Lady, and wanting to shoot someone.  There is a massive difference between 

those two.  

 The difference is, but you were ready to shoot.  If somebody moved, you 

would have fired.  --- That is not the difference My Lady, that is the point that I 



said yes to.  The point was that I do not agree that I wanted to shoot someone.  

 If you saw somebody in that passage, what then? --- I would have had to 

defend myself, My Lady.  As I  said I do not have… I cannot engage in a physical 

altercation with… if I do not have ...[intervened]  

 Walking down that passage...[intervened] --- … have my prosthetic legs 

on.  

 Walking down that passage, gun in hand, if you saw somebody you 

would have fired.  --- I am not sure My Lady.  --- That was ...[intervened]  

 You just said so. --- That was not the situation that I was dealt with.  

 When… but, remember you can… you remember so much detail, you 

know when you walked slow, you know when you walked a bit faster and you 

know when you walked really fast.   Now I am asking you to tell the court, when 

you walked down that passage, the gun was pointing towards the bathroom.  --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 Any movement, you would have fired.  --- My Lady, I remember facts and 

I remember things about the truth.  I cannot say what I would have done in a 

hypothetical environment.   

 Now then you started screaming.  --- No, I had started screaming before 

that point, My Lady.   

 Oh?  Tell me that?  At what point?  You see, this is interesting.  You 

remember the detail so well, that you correct me.  And I just want you to 

remember.   Now when did you start screaming? --- I started shouting and 

screaming My Lady, as I entered the passageway.  



 Oh?  So, and what did you shout and scream?  --- I screamed for the 

persons to get out of my house.  I screamed for Reeva to phone the police.  I 

repeated it several times.  

 But there was no response from Reeva?  --- No, there was no response 

from Reeva, My Lady.  

 So at that time you just… your intention is to go towards the danger. --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 You are vulnerable, but you go towards the danger. --- That is correct, 

My Lady.  

 That is… Why would you do that? ---  Because if I had stayed where I 

was, My Lady, Reeva and I would be in danger.    

 No.  Nobody would have been in danger, because there was no intruder.  

That is the fact of this matter. --- I did not know that at the time, My Lady.  

 I know that is what your are trying to say, but the fact of this matter is, if 

you stayed in that room, Reeva would have been alive. Those are the facts.   I 

am testing you on a version that is not true. --- That is not the test My Lady.  That 

is a hypothetical version that if I had stayed in my room, nobody would have 

been… no life would have been lost that night I understand that.  I agree with 

that.  But that is not a test.   

 You see, my problem is the following.  You said you were vulnerable.  

You felt vulnerable. Am I right?  --- That is correct, My Lady.   

 But you approached the danger.  That does not.. the two does not make 

sense. --- What I am saying ...[intervened]  



 You cannot be vulnerable and approach the danger. --- My Lady, if I had 

stayed where I was, anything could have happened.  We hear every day about 

how people are caught in their house, who are Mace sprayed, who are shot at.  If 

I had stayed in my room and somebody came down and they tried to shoot at 

me, somebody could have shot Reeva, if they came in my room and they 

sprayed Mace in my room, something could have happened.  I wanted to put as 

much distance as I could between Reeva and what I had perceived to be the 

danger.  

 No, Reeva is the one person that you did not even talk to.  So you cannot 

bring her into this.  You did not even talk to her.  Well there ...[intervened] --- That 

is not correct My Lady ...[intervened]  

 There was no a conversation, you did not… but let me rephrase. I am 

sorry.  You did not even make sure that she was there and that she heard you 

before you left. ---  I did not make sure. I was sure at that time that she was, so I 

did not make sure My Lady.  That is correct.   

 Now what I do not understand, Mr Pistorius, is even on your… and I am 

just testing your version, because as far as I am concerned it is not true.  If you 

remained in the bedroom, you had a clear view of the passage.  --- That is 

correct, My Lady.  I, at a… If I had stood in a certain place in my room I would 

have had.  If I had hid behind the bed, I would not have had a clear view of the 

passage.  

 Ja, but there is, right around the corner you could peep down the 

passage with a clear view of the passage.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  



 Yes.  So that would put you in a position where somebody coming out of 

the bathroom, had to walk at least five metres to get to you.  --- That is correct, 

My Lady.  

 And you would be able to see them? --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 But you rushed towards the danger.  --- I did not rush towards the danger 

My Lady. That is incorrect.  

 You walked towards the danger. --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Why would you do that? --- I am not sure My Lady, at that point as I said, 

I was trying to get myself and Reeva as far away from the danger as possible.   

 You know, when you just said I am not sure ...[intervened] --- My Lady it 

is easy to look back ...[intervened]  

 Wait, wait.  When you just said: I am not sure, that indicates the 

improbability of your version, because nobody would be sure why you did that.  It 

does not make sense.  --- I do not agree, My Lady.  

 And you agree by saying I am not sure.  I am not sure why I did it.     --- I 

am not sure  why My Lady.  I did not have any time.  That was my instinct what 

told me to do that.  I am not sure why.   

 No, you see your… I find your instinct strange.  I find your instinct 

strange for the following two reasons.  1)  Instinct would have made sure Reeva 

is safe.  That was never your instinct to make sure she is safe.  Am I right? --- My 

Lady, I think everybody’s instinct is different.  That is why it is instinct, My Lady.    

 So your instinct was not to make sure that she is safe? --- I had thought 

that she was safe and in the process of what I did, I was thinking that I was 



making it safer for her.    

 Because we will go through this.  You gave the court unbelievable detail 

about thought processes in your evidence in chief.  Where you walked slowly, 

where you walked faster and where you shouted and I am testing your processes 

because you put yourself out there.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Why did you approach the danger?  --- Because I wanted to put myself 

between the harm, the perceived danger, the threat, the people that I thought 

were in my home.  I did not want that to bring upon Reeva.  If I was in my room, 

there are a number of things that could have happened.   

 And you and Reeva could have gone out the main bedroom door.  --- We 

could have My Lady.    

 Why did you not do that? --- I am not sure My Lady.   

 That, that is the one thing in this case, Mr Pistorius, that you cannot 

explain.  Not on your version.  Why did you not leave through your bedroom 

door?  --- My Lady, I have very, very limited mobility on my stumps on a hard 

surface like tiles.   

 So then, is that the reason why you did not leave through the main 

bedroom door? --- No My Lady. 

 Then give us a reason? --- I had ...[intervened]  

 You went pass that bedroom door.  You two could have left through that 

main bedroom door to safety.  --- My Lady, it is very easy to now look back and 

talk about all the possibilities, but they… that is not what happened.   In the time 

that I had that evening ...[intervened]  



 No, it is easy to think of a version why you killed Reeva and to come up 

with an innocent reason, that is also easy.  --- I did not have ...[intervened]  

 But the facts are that the door, the bedroom door was the closest escape 

there was.  --- My Lady, I have not come up with a version.  This is the same 

version I had in my bail.    

 It was ...[intervened] --- The state’s case has changed many times.  My 

Lady, my version stayed the same.  I did not come up with a version.  I did not 

even know the facts. I was only handed the docket last year in August with all the 

facts.  Yet my version has not changed.   

 Mister ...[intervened] --- Yes, granted I could have got onto the balcony, I 

could have left the room, but that is not what happened.   

 Mr Pistorius, you have to come up with a version to put Reeva in the 

bathroom, to explain why you went to the bathroom.  Your whole version is the… 

to explain why you got to the bathroom innocently.  That is why the one major 

issue of the bedroom door, you cannot explain.   --- I cannot ...[intervened]  

 Explain that.  --- I  cannot explain it.  

 You have to tell the court why you did not take Reeva out that bedroom 

window to safety.  --- I do not know ...[intervened]  

 Ag, bedroom door.  I apologise.  --- I do not know why I did not do that 

My Lady.   

 You see, you did right… You did the opposite.  You  approached the 

danger.   That does not make sense.  It is not true.  --- My Lady, if you had 

listened to Ms Taylor’s evidence where she said that when there was an intruder, 



I went downstairs and I looked, that is my personality, My Lady.   That is how I 

am.  So instead of cowering and running away, at that moment I wanted to put 

myself between the danger, the perceived danger and Reeva [Indistinct audio 

from 12:24:18 to 12:24:43]  

 So you wanted to confront them.  That is me, Oscar, I want to go 

confront them.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Stand up for myself. --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 If I see them I will shoot them. --- That is not what I said My Lady.  

 But is that not the inference?  I wanted to go confront these robbers.  --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 And you did, by firing.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 I see.  So let us carry it further.  You walked down the passage. Your 

intention is to go confront the intruders.  --- My intention was not to confront 

them. If I remember Madam, what I said was that I was shouting for them to get 

out of my house.  I did not want a confrontation.  I was ...[intervened]  

 If that is true… Okay.  No, please.  Please, I will give you the opportunity.  

--- But I was aware My Lady, it made me more terrified that maybe these people 

were not there to leave, if I was shouting at them.  That is why when I got to the 

entrance of the bathroom, as I said I stopped shouting because I was not sure if 

they had left the house or not.   

 But you see, let us just take it slowly.  You knew your bathroom very well. 

You know what it looked like, how big the toilet is in the bathroom, where the 

shower is.  You knew it well.  Am I right? --- Of course, My Lady.  It is my house.  



 You knew that the only way into your house from the bathroom, is down 

that passage.   From the bathroom. --- If one had not obtained means through 

the window, then that is correct My Lady.  

 Ja. No, no.  If you are in the bathroom, to get from the bathroom to the 

house, the only way to do that is to walk down that passage. --- The bathroom is 

in the house My Lady.   

 To the bedroom.  Yes. --- I do not understand the question, I am sorry My 

Lady.   

 Okay.  Let me try again.  For an intruder that gained entry into your 

bathroom, if you take that as a fact, to get into your bedroom he must walk down 

the passage. --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Now that is the passage that you could control from your bedroom.   --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 But you did not.  --- I did not My Lady, I have said that before.   

 Now when you shouted and screamed, you said you shouted for them to 

leave and for Reeva to phone the police.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 You got no response from Reeva.  --- That is correct My Lady.   

 Now do you think… you think it was loud?  The screams? --- Yes, they 

were shouts and screams, they were very loud My Lady.  I was shouting and I 

was screaming, and they were very loud.   I was shouting at the people to get 

out.   

 Shouting at Reeva.  --- And I was shouting at Reeva.  I shouted at her in 

the beginning to get down and phone the police and as I progressed up the 



passage I was shouting for the people to get out, I was shouting get out.  

 And she never responded. --- My Lady, this is the fourth time I said that 

she never responded.  

 And I will ask it more Mister, because we are building on a version.  She 

never responded. --- No, My Lady. She never responded.  

 Now then you got to the entrance to the bathroom. --- That is correct, My 

Lady.  

 And you kept quiet.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 The reason being? --- I did not want to give my position away.  I was 

scared that the person was around the corner.  I knelt… I kneeled  down, I was 

holding the cupboard.  I had my firearm in front of me and I was worried that the 

person was waiting there to ambush me, My Lady.  I was… I wanted to peer 

around the corner.  

 Okay.  So, this was not split seconds.  Now we are thinking, now you are 

thinking and you are kneeling down and your gun is facing towards the bathroom. 

--- Everything about that event was split decision My Lady.   Every moment there 

was a difference in something that could have happened.   When I was in the 

passage it was that the person would have been in a further proximity, that they 

could have stuck their hand around the wall and fired at me.  When I got to the 

entrance of the passage, it was a different situation, somebody could have 

attacked me with a firearm or they could have just ran up to me and choked me 

My Lady. 



 That is why it does not make sense that you approached them.  You are 

right.  Thinking of your version that is true, but you approached them. --- That is 

correct, My Lady.  

 That is not true Mr Pistorius.  Nobody would do that.  Not [Indistinct 

audio from 12:29:19 to 12:29:41] what happened then? --- My Lady that is the 

point that we are at now, My Lady, where  I looked around the corner to see that 

there was no one in the bathroom or that there was no one around the corner.  I 

then proceeded,  I kept my distance as far away from the wall as possible so I did 

not follow an arc and trim wall, I walked all the way down the closet to the last 

cupboard, so that I could see the angle as much as I could, with the wall that 

goes from the closet into the bathroom.  When  I could not see anybody there, I 

slowly moved  forward along the carpet until the point where the tiles begin to the 

entrance of the bathroom.  

 Yes?  And then? --- At that point I did pretty much the same as what I 

had done when I reached the corner for the… from the closet into the passage of 

the bathroom.  Again I was not sure if there was somebody against the basins 

that was going to be there.  As I went forward I saw the window was open.  I was 

not sure if the persons were standing on the ladder, if they just slid open the door 

and if there was somebody inside the toilet at that point.  I had heard the door 

slam earlier so I was not sure where the people or persons were. 

 No, no.  Wait, wait.  You are going too quickly now.  We are going way 

too quickly now.  I just want to get the sequence.  In that passage you screamed 

and shouted.  ---  That is correct, My Lady.  



 Then close to the entrance on where the tiles start, that is where you 

kept quiet.  ---  Are we talking about what I am doing now, My Lady? 

 Ja, what you are doing.  ---  Yes, and then I kept quiet there, My Lady. 

 And when did you hear a door shut?  ---  That was when I was in the 

passage, My Lady, just before I entered the bathroom. 

 So whilst in the passage, you heard a door slam?  ---  That is correct, My 

Lady. 

 And the only door that could be was the toilet door?  ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 So, and what did you think?  ---  I thought that there was either 

somebody who is getting… going into the toilet or that somebody had kicked the 

door because the door opens up to near where the window, one of the windows, 

I did not at the point know which window it was that was open, would have been 

opened.  So I knew that the door was in that way.  So because I was screaming: 

‘Get out of my house!’ I was hoping that the person was fleeing the house and in 

that process had kicked the door closed.  So there was, I was not sure at that 

point whether there was someone in the toilet or if there was someone, but I was 

hundred percent sure that there was someone in the bathroom that had 

accessed the window and had climbed into my house. 

 Well, we have had long arguments of hundred percent sure.  That was 

what you thought because it never happened.  There was nobody that accessed 

that window on that night.  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Yes.  Now when you then entered the bathroom you say you saw that 



the door… the window was open?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 So there was enough light for you to see the window?  ---  There was not 

enough light.  There were lights outside the window.  There were street lights and 

house lights. 

 Ja, ja, no, no.  But why do you say there was not enough light and then 

you say there were?  ---  My Lady, there were lights outside.  There was ambient 

lights outside that was shining in so the bathroom was not as dark as the 

bedroom.  The bedroom, there is no lights.  In the bathroom there is limited light. 

 Okay, now you saw that the window was open?  ---  Yes. 

 What happened then?  ---  I then stood at that point and I peered into the 

bathroom, My Lady to see that there was not anybody around the corner.  Again I 

was… had a very low position with my hand against the wall for balance.  I 

peered around the corner to where the basins are and I did not see anyone 

there, My Lady.  So I walked back a step or two …[intervenes]. 

 But before you go on.  One thing we know is, at that stage, you looked at 

the bathroom and you were clear in your mind that there was no-one in the 

bathroom.  ---  In the bathroom, yes, My Lady.  That is true. 

 So that you established.  There is no-one in the bathroom and you saw 

that the toilet door was closed?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 You could see that.  ---  Yes, I could see the door was closed, My Lady. 

 Now that door is usually open?  Or not?  ---  I beg your pardon? 

 The toilet door, is that usually open or not?  ---  Yes, it is usually open, 

My Lady. 



 Was it strange that it was closed or did that not make a difference?   ---  

It was not strange at all, My Lady, I had heard it slam closed.  So it was not 

strange at all. 

 No, you either heard somebody kicked it or slam it closed.  But the fact 

that it was closed, was that in itself strange?  ---  I never, ever said I heard 

somebody kick the door, My Lady.  I said I heard the door slam closed. 

 You know, you said so.  You said it is one or two things.  Either it was 

slammed closed or somebody kicked the door.  ---  In them fleeing the house that 

is correct.  I am sorry, My Lady. 

 You see.  Why are you making these mistakes because the fact that you 

are making them, is significant.  Why are you making these mistakes?     ---  Mr 

Nel’s question to me, My Lady:  Was it strange that the door was open or closed?  

For me it was not strange that it was closed …[intervenes]. 

 No.  ---  Because I heard it slamming.  Whether it was closed or pulled 

slammed, it was slammed closed, My Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, you said: ‘I never, ever said that somebody kicked the door.’  

---  And I have apologised, My Lady. 

 You see, you just cannot just make… give contradictory versions and 

then apologise.   There is a reason for.  What is the reason why you are doing it?   

---  I made a mistake, My Lady. 

 No, it cannot be a mistake.  It must be: ‘I am thinking of something that 

never happened and I have to keep up.’  That is it.  Your version never happened 

and you have to keep up with an untruth.  That is why you are making these 



mistakes.  Is that not so?  ---  I made a mistake, My Lady. 

 No.  Why would you make a mistake about somebody kicking the door?  

I want to know why?  ---  I am not sure, My Lady. 

 No, you have to be sure.  You made it.  ---  If I was sure, My Lady I would 

not have made the mistake in the first place …[intervenes]. 

 No, you ..[intervenes].  ---  So I apologise and I do not know why I said 

that.  I, in thet time when I was in the passage, the question that was posed to 

me was different to what the situation was when I said… it was posed to me that 

the door was slammed… the door was…  was it strange for me that the door was 

closed?  And I had heard the door slam …[intervenes]. 

 And you see …[intervenes].  ---  I had forgotten about that point and I 

have apologised for it, My Lady.  I cannot explain why I have forgot. 

 Okay.  I am going to do it one more time and then I am moving on.  It is 

not the mistake.  It is you saying: ‘I never, ever said somebody kicked the door.’  

That is, for me that is what it is about.  Not the fact that you made a mistake, that 

you were so convinced that you never said it.  ---  I understand, My Lady, I 

…[intervenes]. 

 As convinced as you are about the rest of your evidence, that is my 

problem.  ---  My Lady, I have been pointed out,  I have said that I am sorry.  I 

understand that I made a mistake. 

 I am putting it to you that your mistakes are as convincing as your 

evidence in the way you deliver it.  And that is a problem.  Do you want to 

comment on it?  ---  No, My Lady. 



 Okay. So, now the door was closed.  You know how big that toilet is 

inside.  ---  I know …[intervenes]. 

 How small it is?  ---  I know the size of the toilet more or less, My Lady. 

 Well, we reconstructed it.  That is on scale.  That is exactly how big that 

toilet was behind you.  ---  That is correct.  If it is on scale, then it is correct.  It 

does not mean that I know how big my toilet is or how big this toilet is, My Lady.  

I know about the size that it is, but I do not know the measurements of the toilet. 

 But you know that if somebody is in there, they have got limited space to 

move.  You agree.   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 For them to get out, if they want to get out the toilet any which way, what 

would they be able to do?  ---  They would be able to climb out the window or 

they be able to come out the door.  If they had a ladder, My Lady. 

 If there is a ladder at the window, they could go down the ladder if they 

get through the window?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Or come through the door?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Now I have to test you on this.  You want to tell the court that you 

reasonably thought an intruder came through your window and walked into your 

toilet and closed the door?  Why would an intruder do that?  Is that what you 

thought?  ---  Sorry, My Lady, will Mr Nel please rephrase his question or just 

…[intervenes]? 

 Are you trying, are you saying that it is reasonable for any person to think 

that an intruder would come through the window, into the toilet and close the 

door?  ---  Is Mr Nel asking me what would be reasonable, what an intruder 



would deem reasonable when breaking into a house, My Lady? 

 Going, if there is an intruder, do you think he would go into the toilet and 

close the door?  ---  I am not sure what an intruder would do, My Lady if he was 

caught off guard.  I do not know …[intervenes]. 

 But now you [intervenes].  ---  I cannot be expected to answer that 

question. 

 Standing, now you are standing there, you, Mr Oscar Pistorius standing 

there, thinking: he came through that window, he went into that toilet.  That is 

what you thought.  ---  That is correct.  It was a possibility, My Lord. 

 No, it cannot, it is so far-fetched that it would happen, Mr Pistorius.  It is 

improbable that you would even think that an intruder would run into my toilet and 

lock the door and close the door.  ---  I did not think or mention locking of any 

door, My Lady.  But what I had heard was the door slam, so it had to be, if I was 

in a position where I had have to consider what have happened with the noises I 

had heard, I had to consider that there was someone in the toilet or that there 

was somebody on the ladder. 

 Wait.  We will get, I just want to write ‘consider’.  Let us just use that 

word.  You know what you considered?  You considered where you had to walk 

slowly, where you had to be quiet.  You had to consider to walk slowly down the 

passage, keeping your attention to the danger.  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 You had to consider when to be quiet.  ---  My Lady, I do not know if that 

was consideration or it was just instinct out of what told me it would be stupid to 

make a noise at a certain time. 



 But considering as far as [intervenes]?  ---  Considering has a time 

component to it, My Lady which I did not have the luxury of. 

 I know you want to say that.  We are testing it.  You have said that.  

Time, time, time is something that you have said and we are testing it.  ---  That 

is correct [intervenes]. 

 Listen [intervenes].  ---  My Lady. 

 Just listen to my questions.  You considered that it is now time to be 

quiet.  It is something that you considered and followed and did.  Am I right?  ---  

Consideration as I said, My Lady takes time to reason.  When I was standing at 

the bathroom, looking at the door and at the window, I was shouting at that point.  

There was time for me to consider.  I was thinking: Is the person on the ladder?  

Is the person in the bathroom?  There was a thought that happened. 

 We would get …[intervenes].  ---  When I was …[intervenes]. 

 We will get there.  We are still with what you had to consider and reason 

to be quiet.  I know you want to give your version and we will get there.  You 

considered and you reasoned that it is now time to be quiet.  ---  I never said that, 

My Lady. 

 But I ask you why, what is that then?  We are testing how you, your 

thought patterns.  Because you want to say…  Now we are testing your thought 

patterns.  So just follow me.  ---  I do not follow Mr Nel, My Lady what he 

…[intervenes]. 

 I will try …[intervenes].  ---  Is asking me. 

 I will try.  You thought that it is better to be quiet when you got to the tile 



area of the bathroom?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And you thought it is better to be quiet.  Why?  ---  Because I did not 

want to give my position away, My Lady. 

 Yes.  Then you thought: ‘I must be careful when I go into the bathroom.’  

Am I right?  ---  The whole time I was thinking that I need to be careful, My Lady.  

My life was in danger.  So the entire time I thought I need to be careful. 

 And you thought: ‘I must now make sure there is nobody in the 

bathroom.’  And you did.  There was nobody there.  ---  I do not think that thought 

crossed my mind that I must make sure there is no-one in the bathroom.  I do not 

…[intervenes]. 

 Or make sure there is someone that I can shoot him.  ---  Remember 

…[intervenes] . 

 But something you had to do when you got to the bathroom.  ---  I do not 

think that is a fair comment, My Lady I …[intervenes]. 

 What then?  ---  I  never said I went there to shoot someone. 

 Now if you did not go there to shoot someone, what did you want to do 

there?  ---  I wanted to make the person that was in my house flee, My Lady 

[intervenes]. 

 Now …[intervenes].  ---  Get away from the danger and …[intervenes]. 

 Okay.  ---  Causing danger to myself and to Reeva, My Lady. 

 Okay.  Let us just work on that.  Your intention was to make the person 

flee.  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Nothing else?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 



 Okay.  And when you got into the bathroom there was nobody there?  ---  

That is correct, My Lady. 

 And what happened then?  ---  Then I stood at the point where I have 

moved back to after I had looked in the basin I had stood back so that just the 

bathroom door was in line with the wall and I could see the window and I had my 

firearm still in front of me.  Again I screamed for Reeva to phone the police or the 

security and then I shouted and I kept on shouting. 

 Just a moment.  Of your whole version, Mr Pistorius this is the most 

improbable.  Reeva at that stage is three metres away from you in a toilet.     ---  I 

did not know that, My Lady.  I thought that she was in the bedroom. 

 No, no.  In fact, I am talking about the fact.  At that stage when you 

shouted and screamed at Reeva to phone the police, she is three metres away 

from you in a toilet.  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And she never uttered a word.  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 It is not probable.  She would be scared.  She would shout out and talk to 

you.  You are in the same room.  ---  My Lady, I agree with Mr Nel.  She would 

have been terrified, My Lady but I do not think that would have let her to scream 

out.  I think that she would have kept quiet for that reason …[intervenes]. 

 Or answered …[intervenes].  ---  I was shouting and I was approaching 

the toilet and she was in the, I was approaching the bathroom and she was in the 

toilet.  Then I presume that she would think that the danger is coming closer to 

her.  So why will she shout out? 

 Because you are in the room, sir!  Mr Pistorius, you are now in the room, 



you are shouting.  She is three metres away from you behind that particular door.  

There is no way that you will convince the court that she stood there, saying 

nothing.  Why?  Why would she not say a thing?  ---  [Indistinct] My Lady. 

 No it is not true.  The only reason is that it is not true, Mr Pistorius.  She 

would have responded.  ---  Is that a question, My Lady? 

 Yes.  She would have responded.  ---  That is not true, My Lady. 

 You see and we will take it through.  I see there is fifteen minutes left.  In 

fact, she is standing on your version and the state’s version, she is standing 

behind the door, facing the bathroom.  Facing you that is shouting.  ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 Now if she was scared she would have, not had been there.  She would 

have hid somewhere in the toilet.  ---  I cannot say what she would have done.  I 

do not think anybody can say what she would have …[intervenes]. 

 I can …[intervenes].  ---  Or would not have done, My Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius.  I think the State can.  She was talking to you.  She was 

standing right in front of the toilet door, talking to you when you shot her.  ---  

That is not true. 

 That is the only reasonable explanation for her standing upright.  That is 

the only reasonable explanation why you shot her in the hip, where you did.  ---  

It is not true, My Lady. 

 She was not scared of anything, except you.  She was not scared of an 

intruder.  She was scared of you.  ---  It is not true, My Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, on the probabilities, I am looking at the door, you do not 



have to.  If bullet hole A hit her in the right hand side hip, in her right hip.  She is 

standing, facing you.  ---  I did not dispute that, My Lady. 

 Now if she was scared, if your version is true, she would not have been 

in front of that door, facing you.  ---  I, as I said, My Lady.  I do not think anybody 

could say where she would have stood if she was, if she was thinking that I was.  

In her mind it must have been that I was retreating to the bathroom.  In her mind I 

must have been retreating, screaming for her: ‘Reeva!  Phone the police!’ 

…[intervenes]. 

 Why would she think …[intervenes]?  ---  Screaming for the people to get 

out.  If she was in the toilet then she would have been quiet.  I do not see why 

she would have screamed out. 

 If she thought you were retreating, that gives her more reason to talk, to 

say: ‘You are coming to me? Come.’  ---  I cannot agree.  I cannot agree. 

 ‘Come Oz, I will phone the police.  What is wrong, Oz?’  Never!  ---  My 

Lady, Reeva had been involved in a similar incident before in her life where she 

locked herself away, from my understanding that she was not able to speak to 

people for a day or so afterwards, My Lady.  So I do not think that is the case. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, that she is awake, she is in the toilet, you are 

shouting, you are screaming, you are three metres from her, she would have 

responded.  She would not have been quiet, Mr Pistorius.  ---  She did not 

respond, My Lady. 

 Did she scream at all whilst you shot her four times?  ---  No, My Lady. 

 Are you sure?  Are you sure, Mr Pistorius that Reeva did not scream 



after the first shot? --- [No audible answer] 

Are you, Mr Pistorius? --- …[Pause]… [No audible answer]  

My Lady, I am giving the witness time to console himself.  He is 

distressed.  I will wait a bit.  ---  My Lady, at no point did Reeva shout out or 

scream.  I wish she let me know she was there.  She did not do that. 

 You see, just listen to my question.  After you fired the first shot, did she 

scream?  ---  No, My Lady. 

 Are you sure?  ---  Yes, My Lady. 

 Would you have heard her?  ---  I do not think I would have heard 

…[intervenes]. 

 Exactly.  ---  There was a gunshot that went off, My Lady.  My ears were 

ringing. 

 That is why I am asking you the question.  How can you exclude the fact 

that you was screaming if you could not hear?  ---  If I could not hear, then I could 

not hear it, My Lady. 

 No!  You said, Mr Pistorius she never screamed.  You could not hear.  

You are just saying that.  ---  That is what I am saying, My Lady. 

 No, that is not what you are saying.  You are saying she did not scream 

and that is why I tested you on it.  ---  My Lady, the sound of the gunshot in the 

bathroom, you would not have heard anyone scream.  The decibels of a gunshot,  

I do not believe you would have heard anyone scream.  When I had finished 

firing the gun shots, I was screaming.  I could not hear my own voice. 

 You see, that is why I am asking.  That is why I am asking you the 



questions.  People heard a woman scream during the shots.  Is that possible?  ---  

No, that is not possible, My Lady. 

 Why?  ---  Because a woman did not scream at any point, My Lady. 

 No, you cannot say that.  ---  That is my version, My Lady. 

 No, you cannot.  That is your version.  But it is not something that you 

can with conviction say to the court …[intervenes].  ---  I do …[intervenes]  

 That nobody screamed during the shots.  Can you?  ---  Yes I can, My 

Lady. 

 No, you cannot.  How can you?  You just said you cannot.  --- I said 

...[intervened]  

How can you say that nobody screamed during the shots?  ---  I cannot 

say no-one screamed during the shots.  I can say no-one screamed.  There were 

no woman screaming.  There was not a woman screaming while …[intervenes]. 

 How can you …[intervenes]?  ---  Or shouting. 

 How can you say that?  How can you say that?  ---  Because I was there, 

Mr Nel I did not hear any one.  

 No, are you not making a mistake again?  The mistake is:  You forgot 

about your ears ringing.  ---  I am not talking about the shooting, My Lady.  I am 

talking about the entire evening. 

 No.  I am talking about the shooting.  You cannot get away with that 

every time that you do not know what I am talking about.  Sometimes you have to 

take responsibility.  I said during the shooting, Mr Pistorius .---  My Lady 

…[intervenes]. 



 You cannot have understood me wrongly.  ---  I agreed with Mr Nel when 

he made that point, My Lady and then he went on to talk about people heard 

screaming. 

 During the shots, Mr Pistorius.  You cannot get away with this time and 

time again, by pretending that you could not follow.  ---  I did not pretend I could 

not follow.  I agreed with Mr Nel, My Lady. 

 Now let us… It is on record and I will argue it.  Can you say that Reeva 

did not scream after the first shot?  ---  I did not hear her scream after the first 

shot, My Lady. 

 But you cannot she did not …[intervenes]   ---  My ears were ringing. 

 And you know what?  It was put in your bail application that nobody but 

you, screamed on that night.  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

MR LE ROUX:   My Lady, I think in all fairness, Mr Nel must just put when he is 

talking about, because there is a great difference between the defence and the 

state of when the screaming would have been… or when the shots would have 

been fired.  Because what I put was far removed in relation to where the state is 

saying the shots were and I do not want to go explicit in the evidence because I 

do not want put something in the mouth of anyone but maybe Mr Nel must just 

that clear because we are not talking about the same time, My Lady.  I am just 

concerned that …[intervenes]  

COURT:   You are also referring to the bail application? 

MR LE ROUX: Yes.  Absolutely, My Lady. 

COURT:  Yes. 



MR LE ROUX:  Absolutely, ja.  So we are talking about different times and that is 

[indistinct] issue.  Just to be made clear. 

COURT: Yes. 

MR NEL:   No, My Lady it cannot be.  I referred to the bail application. 

COURT: Yes. 

MR NEL:  In the bail application, My Lady it is one of those embarrassing things 

when you need the bail application, it is not here.  But …[intervenes]. 

COURT: Well, it might be a good idea to quote it from the record [intervenes]. 

MR NEL:   Yes, no I will …[intervenes]. 

COURT:   So that we know exactly what you are talking about. 

MR NEL:  I will let people look at it.  The way I remember it, is that there was no 

woman screaming that night.  That is what was put in the bail application.  I have 

marked it on my mine, My Lady.  I will carry on with something although…  I will 

carry on with this and when we get back and when I have the record, I will do 

that. 

COURT: Yes. 

MR NEL:   Mr Pistorius, now you see, I have heard your evidence of how it 

affected you and how you felt.  You will agree with me that for Reeva being in 

that small cubicle when four shots were fired through the door, must have been 

horrific.  ---  I agree, My Lady. 

 What happened to her that night, was unthinkable.  I have never heard 

you even say anything about how she must have reacted in that toilet.   Thinking 

of it.  Because that is the crux of this case.  Have you?  ---  Yes, I have thought of 



it many, many times, My Lady in my own answering of the question I explained 

what Reeva must have thought when I was walking back.  There are many time 

that I am haunted by what she probably thought in the last moments that she 

lived.  There are many, many times. 

 Now let us deal with, you are standing in the bathroom, you are now 

shouting and screaming at Reeva.  What happened then?  ---  Are we talking 

about after the shooting? 

 No, before the shooting.  ---  At that point, My Lady I was standing in the 

bathroom with my firearm pointed at the door.  My eyes were going between the 

open window and the door and I heard a noise from inside the toilet. 

 What noise?  ---  It sounded like wood, My Lady, like wood moving. 

 Wood moving?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Is that all you heard?  Wood moving?  ---  I thought I heard the door 

opening, My Lady. 

 No.  You see, there we go.  There we go.  Not once did you say:  I heard 

the door opening.    It is the first word today that you would say: ‘I heard the door 

open.’  You perceived lots of things, but it is not in the record that you heard the 

door opening.  Why now, today?  ---  I did not say I heard the door opening, My 

Lady …[intervenes]. 

 What did you hear?  ---  I said I thought I heard the door opening.  That is 

perception. 

 You never… You thought you heard the door open?  Did you also think 

you heard wood moving?  ---  Yes, that is correct.  I thought I heard the noise of 



wood moving.  That door frame, My Lady does not fit the door properly.  When 

you open it, it makes a knocking noise.  That is what I thought I had heard. 

 But let us… So, when you stood there and you had your eyes on the 

door?  ---  I do not …[intervenes]. 

 And the window?  ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 But you pointed the gun at the door?  ---  Yes, the firearm was pointed 

towards the door, My Lady. 

 Yes.  And what happened then?  ---  I discharged the firearm, My Lady. 

 But you first heard something.  What did you hear?  ---  I heard the noise, 

a noise from inside the bathroom, My Lady which I thought or perceived as 

someone coming out to attack me. 

 You heard a noise and you thought somebody is coming out to attack 

me.  Nothing else?  ---  Nothing else, My Lady. 

 But thinking back, that could have been anything.  Why would you think 

that somebody is coming out to attack you?  ---  That is what I thought at the 

time. 

 But why? Mr Pistorius ...[intervened]  ---  Because I do not have the 

luxury to think back, My Lady.   

 No, you do.  You are standing there.  You are facing the door.  Why 

would you think somebody is attacking you?  ---  Because I heard a noise coming 

from the inside 

 You see.  The hearing of a noise and the perception that you are 

attacked, is two different things.  Why did you think somebody wanted to attack 



you?  ---  Because I heard a noise coming from inside the toilet, My Lady.   I, it 

perceived that, I thought that that was the sound of the door opening. 

 No, you see, the two does not make sense.  The fact you hear a noise 

and the fact that you think the door is opening, those two is not the same thing.  It 

is not the same thing and your perception is impossible, Mr Pistorius.  You never 

perceived somebody to coming out.  Am I right?  --- Incorrect, My Lady. 

 In fact you knew that Reeva was behind the door and you shot at her.  

That is the only thing that makes sense.  You shot at her.  Knowing that she is 

behind the door.  ---  It is not true, My Lady. 

 My Lady, it is one.  May I request that we adjourn until Monday morning, 

My Lady? 

COURT: Mr Roux?  

MR ROUX:   I have no objection.  Thank you My Lady.   

COURT:   Se shall resume on Monday, at 09:30.   

MR NEL:  As the court pleases. 
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COURT:  You are still under oath, Mr Pistorius.  ---  Thank you, M'Lady.  

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS: (s.u.o.) 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Nel?  



CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  May it please the court.  Mr 

Pistorius, my argument will be and that what the cross-examination will focus 

on today is that your version is so improbable that it cannot be reasonably 

possibly true.  I am going further, Mr Pistorius, I am saying that your version of 

events is in fact untrue.  Then, before we start, Mr Pistorius, I say that you 

have a concocted version, which you have tailored to fit the state’s case and 

you are tailoring your version as you are sitting there.  Do you understand what 

I am saying, Mr Pistorius?  ---  I do, M'Lady. 

 Good, then, Mr Pistorius, I have heard and I wonder if you can confirm, 

that Reeva was a very neat person?  Do you?  Can you?  ---  M'Lady, she was 

neat in some senses.  Her car was a mess, but her room was always very well 

kept. 

 And her clothes, she would pack away and fold up.  ---  I never went 

into her cupboard, M'Lady.   

 If one thinks of the scene, her clothes, undergarments and other 

clothes are all in the overnight bag.  There is nothing that you could see on the 

photographs.  Am I right?  ---  I only, I have only seen the photographs, 

M'Lady. 

COURT:   Your voice is very soft.  Can you just pick it up?  ---  I beg your 

pardon, M'Lady.  From the photos I have seen, her clothes were very nicely 

packed in her bag, M'Lady.  Everything was very neat. 

MR NEL:  The only thing out of place, Mr Pistorius, is the pair of jeans.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  



 Why would that be?  Do you know?  ---  I do not, M'Lady. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, everything else, undergarments, other clothes 

are all in the overnight bag.  The only thing outside of that overnight bag is her 

jeans.  You do not have an idea why?  ---  I do not, M'Lady.  My refer… the 

only thing I can think of is that she wore the jeans that day and maybe the 

thing in her overnight bag were clean clothes.  I am not sure. 

 We are speculating, but I mean, there is nothing else but the, but the 

jeans.  No, no top, only the jeans one can see.  Am I right?  ---  And her slops, 

M'Lady.  You can see her slops on the floor. 

 But those are also neatly next to each other, next to the beg, on the left 

hand side.  ---  There is two photos of the slops, M'Lord, and they are in 

different positions on both the photos, so… but in both photos they are neat 

and then later on there was another photo where they have been moved a third 

time but it was because her bag had been placed there, I think. 

 Sir, I have missed it.  I could not hear you.  You think of what have 

been placed there?  ---  There was the photo later in the morning, M'Lady, 

where they had placed Reeva’s overnight bag on the floor and then the slops 

had been moved. 

 Now… but, on the photographs we see her slops, as you call it, those 

were neatly next to the left hand side of the beg.  ---  They were between the 

bed and the sofa, M'Lady. 

 On the left hand side.  That is the issue, Mr Pistorius.  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady. 



 You said that she, she slept there the previous night as well.  ---  I did 

not say that, M'Lady. 

 So did she not sleep there the night before?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 No.  ---  I said she slept at my house but not on the left hand side of the 

bed, M'Lady. 

 Where did she sleep?  ---  In my bed, on the right hand side, M'Lady. 

 Okay, but she stayed the night at your house, the night before this 

incident.  That we can accept.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Knowing that you sleep on the left and she would sleep on the right.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Why would her slops be on the left hand side?  ---  I beg your pardon, 

My Lady, can Mr Nel just repeat his previous question? 

 She knew that she would be sleeping on the right hand side and you 

on the left hand side because that is what happened the previous night.  Am I 

right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Now why would her slops be on the left hand side?  ---  Because the 

bed is not in the middle of the room, M'Lady, the bed is… if you look at the 

bed, it is far towards the right of the room and on the right hand side, there is 

not much space, there is already items against the cur-… well hear the 

curtains, between the bed but on the other side, there is a sofa and there is an 

ottoman and Reeva had always put her overnight things on the sofa there.  So 

she would always put her things down if she stayed over at my house on that 

sofa. 



 Always would mean, she sleeps on the left.  This was an exception.  

Always cannot work here.  This was an exception.  ---  When I …[intervenes] 

 So always cannot work.  ---  We are not talking about on which side of 

the bed.  We are talking about where she placed her things, M'Lady.  That is 

my understanding …[intervenes]  

 Always… always she would sleep on the left hand side of the bed.  

This one night was, two nights were exceptions.  ---  She… [intervenes]  

COURT:   I do not think that is what the witness is saying.  ---  That is not what 

I am saying, M'Lady. 

MR NEL:   Now …[intervenes]  

COURT:   Just hold on.  There was a flashlight, a flashlight, what happened 

here?  Did I imagine that there was a flashlight?  Let us proceed. 

MR NEL:   As the court pleases.  Now let us take you through it.  Usually when 

she would sleep there, she would sleep on the left hand side of the bed.  ----  

That is correct, M'Lady. 

 On the night before and on this particular night, those were two 

exceptions because she slept on the right hand side of the bed.  ---  Those 

were exceptions.  There may have been other instances.  I have been 

struggling with my shoulder, with my shoulder for a couple of weeks and when 

I slept over at Reeva’s house, I would sleep on the left hand side of the bed as 

well, M'Lady. 

 Now, Mr Pistorius, she would use the slops for when she would get up 

from bed.  Am I right?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 



 Have you not seen her use the slops before?  ---  I have seen her use 

the slops before, M'Lady. 

 And when?  ---  When she would walk around downstairs and… I do 

not have any independent recollection of her using the slops but I know that 

she would use them around as she was walking downstairs and the tiles of the 

house, the tiles were probably cold, so I can… from that… it is possible that 

she would have worn the slops around.  I do not remember her wearing the 

slops that day but I am sure she would have. 

 Mr Pistorius, is the reason not that she wanted to leave and wanted to 

get dressed, that is why the denim is, the jeans are out of place?  She wanted 

to leave and get dressed.  ---  M'Lady, the denims are inside out, so it would 

make sense that that is when she took them off, she just left them on the floor. 

 But why would she leave them on the floor if everything else that she 

had on, everything else is in the overnight bag?  Why would she leave that 

particular jeans outside?  ---  I do not know, M'Lady. 

 Where were they when you got into bed?  ---  I do not remember, 

M'Lady. 

 Now I am saying and it is the state’s case, Mr Pistorius, that she 

wanted to leave and that you were not sleeping, you were both awake.  ---  

That is not correct, M'Lady, it is untrue. 

 And that there was an argument.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 Before we go there, do you have an explanation for the stomach 

content of the deceased?  ---  I do not, M'Lady. 



 Say again?  ---  I do not, M'Lady. 

 That is, as far as your case is concerned, devastating for your version 

that eight hours after she has eaten, when she was killed, there was still that 

amount of food in her stomach.  How do, how do you explain it because you 

have to?  ---  I do not know how to explain it, M'Lady.  Mister, Professor Botha 

came and testified and his evidence is not taken into account with what is 

being put to me now, M'Lady.  So I do not, I do not have an explanation for it, 

so I cannot comment on it.  

 Ja, but you see, I really, I am going to pressure for an explanation 

because both Professor Botha conceded that six hours, people would expect 

the stomach content to be clear six hours after somebody has eaten.  Now we 

are talking eight and I want to know from you, why?  ---  I do not know, M'Lady. 

 I am putting it to you that she must have eaten within two hours of her 

death.  --- I cannot comment on that My Lady.  That is… We  had dinner just 

after seven o’clock that evening, the night before.    

 Now have you, have you consulted with other experts in this regard?  --

-  No, I have not, M'Lady. 

 Not at all?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Now what is a further aspect, Mr Pistorius, is that Ms Van der Merwe 

heard a woman talk from about two o’clock that morning.  You have heard her 

evidence?  ---  I have, M'Lady.  She did say that. 

 Now that fits in with… it is possible that that fits in with Reeva eating.  

Did you eat?  ---  No, we did not eat, M'Lady. 



 But then it is impossible, Mr Pistorius, that the gastric content could be 

what we see in the post mortem.  It cannot …[intervenes]  

MR ROUX:   I think M'Lady, with respect, impossible is the wrong word.  We 

would not expect that that was the evidence.  He said you cannot be dogmatic 

about it, you will not expect it, not impossible.   

MR NEL:   I will put it differently.  All the references to works, medical works 

and both very experienced pathologists said that one would expect the 

stomach content to be empty after six hours.  You have heard that, Mr 

Pistorius?  ---  I have, M'Lady. 

 Now why would, in this particular instance, that not be so?  Why would 

there be still food in her stomach?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 Because you were awake.  There can be no other explanation.  ---  

M'Lady, I do not think me being awake has anything to do with Reeva’s 

stomach contents.  I… if I was not… if I do not know, then I do not know.  If 

she ate again, I do not know if …[intervenes]  

 Okay.  ---  What I am saying is, we ate dinner just after seven o’clock.  

I… it has nothing to do with me being awake …[intervenes]  

 Let us… ---  Ms Van der Merwe says she heard a woman talking.  She 

did not say she heard a man and a woman talking, so I do not know, M'Lady. 

 You see, and I am going to mention it every time today, you are 

arguing the case, you are arguing what Van der Merwe said and being 

argumentative, Mr Pistorius, is not good for your credibility.  Will you accept 

that?  ---  Yes, M'Lady. 



 So, please, answer the questions.  You are not doing yourself any 

favours.  Do you understand that?  ---  I was finishing my previous answer, 

M'Lady.  I was not arguing a point, but I am sorry if that is the way it came 

across. 

 Now, let us test what you just said.  You said: ‘I was sleeping.  I…’  Did 

you say: ‘I was sleeping.  Reeva could have eaten’?  ---  It is a possibility, 

M'Lady, I was sleeping, I did not… if that is the evidence that has been given, I 

do not… when we ate, we ate after seven.  I do not know of any other time that 

Reeva ate, so… 

 But you know that the answer you just gave is impossible.  It is a 

tailoring of evidence, that she could have eaten because that is impossible, 

you know that, it is not?  ---  M'Lady, I cannot comment because the only thing 

I know is that we ate dinner after seven o’clock.  It would have suited me to 

tailor …[intervenes]  

COURT:   Your voice is very soft again.  ---  I am very sorry, M'Lady.  I have 

heard the evidence that has been given, M'Lady, but we ate dinner after seven.  

It does not suit my version.  If I wanted to tailor the evidence, I would not stick 

with what I said, that the… that we ate after seven o’clock, but that is when we 

ate, M'Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, let us deal with the question.  The question is: I put to 

you, you know that it is impossible for her to have eaten after you went to bed 

that night, on your version.  Am I right?  ---  I was sleeping, M'Lady.  I do not 

think Reeva went down again to eat.  I think it is highly improbable that she did.  



 It is in fact impossible, on your version.  Do you want to deal with that?  

Not improbable, impossible.  ---  I do not want to argue the point, M'Lady. 

 I want to Mr Pistorius, because the alarm would have been triggered.  -

--  If the… if Reeva had switched off the alarm and went down to eat and came 

upstairs, I do not know, M'Lady, I was sleeping.  I do not think she went down.  

As I said, I do not… we ate after seven o’clock and that is the last time that I 

think …[intervenes]  

 Mr Pistorius, this particular point, I put to you, it is devastating for your 

version because it cannot, it is an objective set of facts and it cannot fit into 

your version.  What do you want to say to that?  ---  I would agree with Mr Nel, 

M'Lady.  I did not think… I do not see how Reeva possibly could have eaten 

after seven o’clock.  We are just talking now about the possibilities.  When I 

ate, we ate together and we ate just after seven and we ate for about 20 

minutes, half an hour, so I am sure dinner would have been finished long 

before eight o’clock in the evening.  I do not have an explanation for the 

questions he is putting to me. 

 Then, Mister… we will get more of those instances where you cannot 

explain.  Now I want to deal with something that happened when I dealt with 

the fan.  I will not rehash all the fan evidence, but it is important to just put to 

you or ask you, let me rather ask you.  On your version of the events, Colonel 

Van Rensburg were, let me put it the best way possible, of the first people that 

went upstairs.  Am I right?  ---  I do not remember who went upstairs first, 

M'Lady.  I remember, as I said, I think one of the police officers asked if there 



was anybody in the home.  I remember him going upstairs.  He was in civilian 

clothing.  I remember Mr Hilton Botha going up twice.  I do not remember who 

was upstairs at the same time, which police officers, which ones went into the 

room at the same time or if they were at different part of the first floor.  So I 

would be unable to say who went up first.  Mr Van Rensburg was one of the 

first officers that was there, but I do not have… I am not sure in which order he 

went up. 

 But what you… would it then not be possible for you to deny his 

evidence, that he went up first?  You cannot deny that.  That is his evidence.  -

--  I remember the civilian dressed policeman going up the house first, M'Lady, 

after he asked me if Mister… I was crying at the time.  I do not remember.  It is 

possible that Mister, Colonel Van Rensburg went up first.  I was… what I saw 

was that this police officer in the civilian clothing went up first, M'Lady. 

 Then let us just deal with the question.  Can you deny Colonel Van 

Rensburg’s evidence?  It is an easy question.  Can you deny Colonel Van 

Rensburg’s evidence that he went up first?  ---  I do not know.  I can neither 

confirm nor deny, M'Lady. 

 No, I am not asking if you can confirm.  Can you deny?  Is he lying?  ---  

No, I cannot deny it, M'Lady. 

 Why must, why must I repeat this kind, this question.  Do you not want 

him to be first?  ---  Well if I confirm his evidence, M'Lady, that means I confirm 

the fact that he is going up first, but I cannot do that if I cannot remember it.  

 Now …[intervenes]  ---  So I cannot confirm his evidence, I can take it 



into consideration, but I cannot confirm his evidence.  I do not know. 

 Now can you deny, and I will show you in the record, if you do, his 

evidence that his focus was, inter alia, he mentioned aspects that he focussed 

on but, inter alia, it has been on the fan and the position of the triangular fan, 

tripod fan?  Can you deny that?  ---  No, I cannot deny that, M'Lady.  I was not 

there. 

 Even during cross-examination he was asked where his focus was and 

he said that, inter alia, his focus was on the fan in front of the door.  You 

cannot deny that.  ---  I cannot deny that, M'Lady.  I do not know what Mr Van 

Rensburg, Colonel Van Rensburg’s focus was. 

 There was. it went further.  M'Lady, may I just request photograph 

album.   The photograph was shown by Mr Roux.  M'Lady, it is page 870 of the 

record.  You do not have to page through that.  If you do not mind, you are 

welcome to, but I do not think it is in the album, Mr Pistorius.  M'Lady, it may 

take just a minute.  M'Lady, I will carry on with something until we find it.  Mr 

Pistorius, I have to put to you that at page 829 of the record, and I will send a 

record across to you, at the… from about line 22: 

“The main bedroom, the main focus as we stop there 

because we did not know where we are going to find next, 

so we first stopped in the main bedroom.  Now when I 

entered there, I observed what is happening in the main 

bedroom, what we saw in the main bedroom…”  

 And then it carries on at the bottom of 830, from line 20: 



“What did you see about the fan?  The fan, the fan I am 

talking about, the metalic one, the stainless steel one, if I 

can say it like that, the stainless steel, it was standing in 

front of the door and then the curtains was open.   

Do you see that, sir?  ---  Yes, I do, M'Lady. 

 Now would you, whilst you have that record with you, 888, 888.  ---  

M'Lady, Mr Van Rensburg, if I may say …[intervenes]  

 Ja?  ---  He does not say that he went up.  He said that, in plural: we 

went up, and he says the curtains were open, not the curtain. 

 Good, you have got… you picked that up, that is good.  It is on the 

record.  Will you now mind, will you not mind paging to 888?  Now he is under 

cross-examination from line 4:  What did you focus on there? I am on… 

 "What did you focus on there?  As I previously indicated, 

M'Lady, when I entered there, I noticed the watches.  The 

box with the watches, eight watches on there..  That is the 

one thing that I noticed. The next thing that I noticed was 

the trousers lying in front and then the blood stained duvet 

that was lying there, the fan that was standing there and the 

curtains that was open, as well as the door.  That was my 

focus.” 

Now my question to you.  No, let me just deal with… We have photograph 856.  

Now photograph 856 was shown to Colonel, Colonel Van Rensburg.  At page 

870, M'Lady, and fro about line 18, it was put to him: 



“That would accord with what you saw on the day.  No, it 

did not accord with what I saw.  What is different?  The 

fan was not standing there.  It was standing in front of the 

door, it was standing in front of the door, in front of the 

door, it was standing more right.  You do not know who 

moved it there?  No, I do not know.” 

 But you see Mr Pistorius …[intervenes]  

COURT:   Just one minute.  I am just…  Is this the photograph we are 

supposed to be looking at? 

MR NEL:   Yes, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Is that the one? 

MR NEL:   That is it.  That was what was showed, 856, M'Lady.  

COURT:   You have not dealt with it yet? 

MR NEL:   I have not dealt with that. 

COURT:   Oh. 

MR NEL:   It happened in cross-examination of Colonel Van Rensburg, 

M'Lady.  It was shown to Colonel Van Rensburg during cross-examination by 

Mr Roux. 

COURT:  Oh, okay. 

MR NEL:   Now, Mr Pistorius, my question is, why would Colonel Van 

Rensburg not have been tasked with the fact that that fan was in fact standing 

right in front of the bed and not at the door?  ---  I am sorry, M'Lady, I do not 

follow the question.  Who would have tasked him with it? 



 Mr Roux.  Why would he not have put it to him, that it is not only to the 

right, it is right in front of the bed?  ---  I think if you look at this photo, what Mr 

Nel means to say is, it is to the left, M'Lady, and I think if you look in the 

context in which it was asked, Mr Roux posed a question to Colonel Van 

Rensburg to make sure that he knew what he saw on the morning.  I think that 

was the context in which this was asked. 

 Yes, you are right, but why, why did Mr Roux not put it where you now 

said it should be?  Why did he not put that to Van Rensburg?  ---  Because that 

is not what this photo dictates, M'Lady. 

 I have indicated three issues.  I read three.  Do not be fixated on what 

is on the screen.  I went through three things, Mr Pistorius, where he focussed 

and where he said the fan was.  Why, during all that time, did Mr Roux not put 

that fan in front of the bed to where you say it was?  Why?  ---  I am not sure 

M'Lady. 

 No, it is because it is not your version.  It was never your version.  It is 

a tailored version during cross-examination.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady.   

 It was not your version where you put the fans exactly during your 

evidence-in-chief.  That we know.  ---  I do not remember, M'Lady, I 

…[intervenes]  

 You said during evidence-in-chief, exactly where you took hold of it, 

exactly where you put your hand and how you brought it in.  You never said 

you took it and put it right in front of the bed.  You never said that in-chief, it 

was never put during cross-examination, why?  ---  Because I never put the fan 



right in front of the bed, M'Lady. 

 You did.  No, but we know where you put it, you put it where the duvet 

is …[intervenes]  ---  That is not…  That is not right in front of the bed, M'Lady. 

 Well, then, then forgive me with that, but then deal with that.  Why did 

you… why was that point never indicated to Van Rensburg?  ---  I am not sure, 

M'Lady …[intervenes]  

 That is the issue, not anything else, why?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 No, you know, the only reason, and that will be my argument, and I am 

giving you an opportunity, the only reason is because it was never your version 

before cross-examination started.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 Mr Roux would not have done it because of the position of the duvet 

that was there.  Is that not so?  ---  I am not sure M'Lady. 

 You see, today I pick up that you are not sure about things.  Is there 

anything wrong?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Okay, I just wanted to know.  So you are fine?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Now let us deal with the blue light.  The only bit of light in the pitch dark 

room, was a blue LED.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 In the on/off switch of the amplifier.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Nothing else.  ---  There is a tiny, tiny blue LED light on the light switch 

but it does not, it does not, it barely eliminates any light, M'Lady. 

 Now you wanted to pick the jeans up to cover only that particular blue 

light.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  



 You know what it means if that blue light is on in the on/off switches?  -

--  I do not, M'Lady. 

 Do you not?  ---  No, I do not, M'Lady. 

 It means the amplifier is on, is that not so?  ---  I do not know, M'Lady.  

I think …[intervenes]  

 I will show you.  ---  I think the light can be on if it is on or off.  I am not 

sure. 

 Let… I just want to ask you, if it is off, would it not be red and when it is 

on blue?  ---  I do not remember that light ever being red, M'Lady. 

 But one thing I will show you is that the amplifier was on.  ---  I do not 

remember if the amplifier was on or off, M'Lady. 

 So there were other lights there, on that amplifier.  ---  I do not, I do not 

know if the amplifier was on or off, M'Lady.  I remember the blue light on the 

button that I wanted to cover. 

 Now, firstly, before we go there, the blue light being on, it came out first 

in your evidence-in-chief.  It was not in your bail application or in your plea 

explanation.  Am I right?  ---  That sounds correct, M'Lady. 

 And the fact that the blue light was never put to either Van Rensburg 

and/or Van Staden, the photographer.  Am I right?  ---  That sounds correct, 

M'Lady. 

 Now if we can just have photograph 61, please?  Do you recognise that 

that is your amplifier?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Before we… that cord on the amplifier, what is that?  ---  It is a cell 



phone charger, M'Lady. 

 A cell phone charger.  Okay.  And it is for an iPhone or for what is that?  

---  It is an Apple charger, M'Lady, so it could be used for an iPhone or an iPad 

or ...[intervened]  

 Did you use it that night?  ---  I cannot remember, M'Lady. 

 If you did, would you have remembered?  ---  If I remembered, I would 

have said I remembered, M'Lady. 

 Now let us just zoom into the face of the amplifier.  Do you see there?  

Do you see all the lights there?  ---  I do, M'Lady. 

 That did not bother you?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 You cannot even remember it.  ---  I cannot, M'Lady. 

 Why would the little blue light on the left bother you but not the rest?  --

-  Because it is a lot brighter than the other lights, M'Lady. 

 But the other lights are so much more.  Look at that.  ---  M'Lady, this 

photo is taken in the day.  I do not know how you can possibly… 

 There is another blue light.  Can you see the other blue light?  ---  I 

can, M'Lady. 

 M'Lady, may I asked that it just be identified?  So that is, that is 

another blue light.  That did not bother you?  ---  No, M'Lady, the LED light, 

that whole panel there is a display panel but the light inside the switch on the 

far left was the light that, that bothered me, M'Lady. 

 But you said the light bothered you before.  Am I right?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  



 You did not think of just switching it off.  ---  I am not sure if the light 

goes off. 

 Did you try it or did you… did you try it, try and switch it off?  ---  I do 

not remember, M'Lady.  I …[intervenes]  

 Why would you not?  If the light bothers you before, so much so that 

you have to cover it before you go to sleep, why did you not try and switch if 

off?  ---  I possibly did try to switch if off, M'Lady. 

 But tell us then, did you?  ---  I do not remember, M'Lady. 

 But that is what I am saying, you would have remembered.  If you did 

you would have remembered.  ---  M'Lady, if I did, I am not even saying that 

the light may have gone off if I switch the amp of.  It is the power light, so I am 

not sure, even if I did switch it off, there would have been a reason for me 

trying to cover it, so if the button was pushed off, if the amp was pushed, if the 

button was pushed and the amp switched off, I do not think the light would 

have gone off either way.  I think the light is there to indicate that that is the 

power source of the amp. 

 That is what you think.  You never tested it.  ---  I …[intervenes]  

 It bothered you, you, Mr Pistorius: ‘It bothered me but I never tested it’.  

Am I right?  ---  I did not say that, M'Lady.  I said: ‘I do not remember’.  

 But what, what would be wrong with your memory, if you did?  Why 

would we have a memory lapse about testing the amplifier’s light?  ---  I did not 

test the amplifier’s lights.  There is no memory …[intervenes]  

 You cannot remember.  You cannot remember if you did.  Why… I am 



asking you something different.  Why would you not remember that?  Why do 

you have a memory loss as far as that is concerned?  ---  I remember picking 

up the jeans, M'Lady, and wanting to cover the light.  That is what I remember. 

 You have to explain, you have to, Mr Pistorius, create time.  You have 

to, on your version, build in a time gap for Reeva to get to the bathroom.  That 

is why you invented what you are doing now.  Is that not so?  ---  That is 

incorrect, M'Lady. 

 It must be because otherwise that whole amplifier would have bothered 

you, not only one blue light.  You did not know it was on, therefore you focused 

on the little blue light.  ---  M'Lady, if I wanted to create time, the State has 

been trying to create time in their evidence.  In Samantha Taylor’s statement 

she says, she writes there it took four minutes for me to put my legs on.  I put 

my legs on here in court.  It took half a minute.  I am not trying to buy time.  I 

can simply say it as it was, whether I tried to put the button on or off or picked 

up a pair of jeans, it takes more or less the same time.  I am not… it has got 

nothing to do with time. 

 No, you see, Mr Pistorius, it is all these small things because if we go 

up one, you will see that the, not only is the amplifier on, the disc player is also 

on.  Can you see that?  ---  I cannot see the disc player on, M'Lady.  The LE 

…[intervenes]  

 What is… is there any writing on it, in the face of it?  Would that be 

there if it is on or not?  ---  M'Lady, there is a LED panel to the right of the 

amplifier.  There is no words on there, so I cannot say that it is on.  It looks off 



to me. 

 What… if it, if it… let us zoom in.  What is the LED… what is the LED 

you are referring to?  Is that light on?  Is it on or off?  ---  It is off, M'Lady. 

 What… and if you go a bit to the left, where there is green, what is 

that?  ---  I do not see any green, M'Lady. 

 What do you see there, where the circle is?  Do you see nothing?  ---  

Where the circle is, I see the piece that opens, it says ‘DVD’ on it. 

 Yes.  ---  That is printed on a piece of plastic, M'Lady, with ink 

…[intervenes]  

 Are you saying that it is printed, It is not part of an LED?  ---  That is 

what I am saying, M'Lady. 

 And to the left?  ---  To the left is a control panel, M'Lady, with a USB 

port and buttons.  It looks like …[intervenes]  

 And there was no lights on there?  ---  There is no lights on anywhere, 

M'Lady. 

 And your TV also had a red light?  ---  I do not remember.  It possibly 

did, M'Lady. 

 But we will… I will show you, I just have to get the photograph.  

M'Lady, it will just take me a minute.  I am sure I made a note, M'Lady, but I 

cannot find my note.  I apologise, M'Lady, we will get there.  It will take half a 

minute.  M'Lady, it is slowly kicking in.  It starts at one of the screens and then 

it will run through the system.  We have switched it off.  I will not take long, 

M'Lady, I apologise.  Usually when one wants something, then it is slow, I 



apologise.  Mr Pistorius, whilst we are doing that, can you not… you do not 

have an independent memory of a red light in your TV?  ---  I think there is a 

red light, M'Lady, on the bottom right hand side of the TV, but it is not a very 

bright light. 

 Okay, that we have, so that was also on.  That did not bother you.  ---  I 

do not remember that light, M'Lady. 

 And there, where the circle is now?  ---  That is the light I was thinking 

of, M'Lady, in the middle of the TV. 

 That did not bother you?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 And that was not illuminating anything?  ---  It was illuminating, but it 

did not bother, I did not even notice it, M'Lady. 

 I see.  Now from, from where you picked up… before we go from 

where you picked up, there is one other aspect that I want to deal with and that 

deals with photograph 68. 

COURT:   It is photograph? 

MR NEL:   68, M'Lady,. 

COURT:   68. 

MR NEL:   I will… let me pass it on to you.  M'Lady, I have just been informed, 

perhaps I did not identify the previous photograph.  The previous photograph 

where the TV was shown, that was photograph 60, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Thank you. 

MR NEL:   I want Mr Van Staden to zoom into the duvet, on the right hand side 

of the duvet, just there in front of where the jeans are.  Ja, more, more.  Go 



down, go down.  Go down more and zoom in.  Let us see if we can find blood 

spatter there.  Does that look like blood spatter to you?  ---  Yes, M'Lady. 

 Now if we follow that blood spatter down towards the denim, a bit more 

to the left and next to the denim, we will find blood spatter on the carpet as 

well, can you see it there?  ---  I can, M'Lady. 

 If we even go further down and we follow the angle of the denim, we 

find more blood spatter, which we will point out.  Can you see that?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Now, and if we then go to the bigger photograph where one can see 

the hear smear, 67, and you take that into account, my argument would be that 

that blood spatter, on the duvet and on the carpet, was caused when you 

carried the deceased past that area.  What are you saying about that?  ---  I 

understand that, M'Lady. 

 But on your version, it cannot be.  ---  On my version, M'Lady, I went to 

go and get my phones next to my bed.  There was also blood spatter on the 

wall next to the bed where I went to go get my phones that were on the left 

hand side of the bed, so it is possible that the duvet could have got blood on it 

at that point as well, M'Lady. 

 You went to the left hand side, you never past the duvet.  One can 

follow, one can follow the line of the spatter, Mr Pistorius.  ---  If the duvet was 

on, if the duvet was on the bed, I would have past the bed and I was next to 

the bed, M'Lady. 

 I though you would say that.  There is no blood spatter on the bed.  



Your …[intervenes]  ---  There is blood spatter on the wall, next to the bed, 

M'Lady.  That is what I said. 

 Up high, there is no blood spatter on the bed, Mr Pistorius.  Just listen 

to me, do not argue with me, listen to me.  There is no blood spatter on the 

bed.  Your counsel would have pointed it out.  There is nothing.  ---  I agree 

with that, M'Lady. 

 But then it is impossible, Mr Pistorius, and do you not now want to tell 

the court that the duvet was there because everything points to that?  ---  

M'Lady, if the duvet was on the bed, there would not be blood spatter on the 

bed.  It would be on the duvet. 

 No, Mr Pistorius, there would be some blood spatter leading to it.  It 

was not covered or do you now want to say that it was covered, the duvet was 

nicely folded open?  ---  No, that is not what I say, M'Lady,. 

 Now then deal with the question.  Do not…  Mr Pistorius, we have now 

indicated to you that, in all poss-… in all probability, the jeans are on top of the 

duvet.  We have pointed out, very convincing, blood spatter on the carpet and 

on the duvet, that one can link.  We have pointed out that Colonel Van 

Rensburg was never cross-examined about the position of the fans.  Do you 

not want to admit, Mr Pistorius, that at least you made a mistake, that that 

duvet was on the floor?  ---  I do not remember the duvet being on the floor, 

M'Lady. 

 You remember it in fact not being on the floor.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 



 So why are you saying: I do not remember it being on the floor?  That 

is not, that is a nonsensical answer, because that is not your version.  Why did 

you say that?  ---  It is my version, M'Lady, that I do not remember the duvet 

being on the floor.  

 That is not your version.  Your version is: I remember the duvet being 

on the bed.  That is your version.  ---  Which means it could not have been on 

the floor, M'Lady. 

 You see …[intervenes]  ---  And if the blood is on the one corner of the 

duvet, which were being indicated and shown, M'Lady, then it could have 

easily been that corner that was on the bed, where the rest of the blood spatter 

is.  There is a lot of blood spatter in the room. 

 Okay, let us, let us… you see, Mr Pistorius, as you argue, I just get 

more questions, because what in fact you are now saying is, a policeman must 

have been so clever, to put the duvet down where the corner was, where the 

blood…  Is there something wrong with you, Mr Pistorius?  ---  My eyes are 

sore, M'Lady. 

 Now is.. does it have an effect on your, on you giving evidence that 

your eyes are sore?  ---  No, M'Lady.  

 Why are you touching your eyes now?  Did it, did it get sore now or 

was it sore when you got here?   

COURT:   Mr Nel, I happened to be watching the witness a few minutes, well, 

maybe about 10 minutes ago, he was touching his eyes. 

MR NEL:   As the court pleases. 



COURT:   Yes, I am aware of that. 

MR NEL:   I did not see that, M'Lady, but if the court saw it, I will not take it 

further. 

COURT:   I am aware of that.  

MR NEL:   Mr Pistorius, we must now look at the probability.  A policeman, 

either by design or luck, put a duvet down on the floor, with that particular 

corner, in line with the blood spatter on the carpet.  Is that what you are saying 

is possible?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 You must because that is what I pointed out to you, that your version is 

not possible.  Do you not want to at least concede this?  ---  M'Lady, that is… if 

the police officer placed it there or it was by luck, it has nothing to do with my 

version.  It was unlucky that many of the things were in the way that they were 

because they have changed so often in the various photos, so I cannot agree 

with the comment.  It is not about conceding. 

 As I said, Mr Pistorius, from the start, I am going to point out to you 

how improbable your version is, how you are tailoring your evidence and that it 

is not true.  There is another aspect.  When you armed yourself and you spoke 

to Reeva, what did, what did you say?  ---  I told her to get down and to phone 

the police, M'Lady. 

 In what way did you say it?  ---  In a low tone, M'Lady. 

 In a low tone.  You definitely did not whisper.  ---  No, I remember 

saying it in a low tone, M'Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, remember… listen to my question, I know what you want 



to say.  Every time you do that, Mr Pistorius, it effects your credibility, please.  

Did you whisper?  ---  I did not whisper, M'Lady. 

 If somebody would say that you whispered, that person would be lying.  

Am I right?  ---  That is right, M'Lady. 

 Do you know who that person is, because somebody said it?  ---  No, 

M'Lady. 

 It is you.  You said it.  You said: ‘I whispered to Reeva’.  ---  I 

remember saying I said it in a low tone, M'Lady. 

 You see, and it is not during cross-examination, it is evidence-in-chief, 

page 1471.  ---  Then I made a mistaken, M'Lady.  I remember talking in a low 

tone to Reeva. 

 I will point it out to you first before we go to mistakes.   

COURT:   What page is that? 

MR NEL:   1471, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Thank you. 

MR NEL:   At line… we will, I will pass it over to you now, Mr Pistorius.  At line 

20, Mr Pistorius, do you have it now? 

“If I may…” and there was an intervention: 

“Just as I, just as I left my bed, I whispered for Reeva to 

get down and phone the police.” 

 Now that is your evidence-in-chief.  Now why would, why are you trying 

to steer away from a whisper?  ---  I am not trying to steer away from a 

whisper, M'Lady.  I have said before that I remember talking in a low tone and 



this morning, when asked this question, I said I think I spoke to her in a low 

tone  So if I said I whispered there, it was not a whisper, it was a low tone in 

which I spoke to her. 

 Now, we dealt with this, we dealt with this on… I must just see what the 

record says, on the 11th, that was Friday, we dealt with this on Friday, at page 

1741, where you said at line 3: 

 “You never whispered…” 

Oh, sorry, will you get there?  M'Lady, I apologise, I do not think the 

court has a hard copy of the record yet. 

COURT:   Well, we leave it behind.  There is no space. 

MR NEL:   As the court pleases, but I will read it and I am sure everybody 

would follow it and if it later becomes an issue, we can deal with that, if that is 

fine. 

COURT:   Yes.   

MR NEL:   Do you have it, Mr Pistorius?  ---  I do, M'Lady. 

 Line 3: 

“You never whispered.  What is the difference between 

soft manner and whisper?  ---  Soft manner is talking 

softly and a whisper would be a whisper, M'Lady.”   

Sir, but you did not whisper?  ---  No, M'Lady, I did not 

whisper.” 

 Now, you were as convincing Friday, as today that you did not whisper, 

but yet, in your evidence-in-chief, you whispered.  ---  I understand that, 



M'Lady.  

 I just wonder why you want to steer away from a whisper?  ---  I do not 

want to steer away from a whisper.  A whisper would suit me better, M'Lady. 

 That would not suit you better.  You cannot keep on with that answer.  -

--  It …[intervenes]  

 A whisper, you would not know if she hard because it is very soft.  Am I 

right?  One would expect a response to whisper …[intervenes]  ---  If it is… 

 Low tone is hard enough for her to hear.  A whisper, I do not know if 

she heard.  Is that not a possibility?  ---  M'Lady, what was just asked to me, I 

would not, I would expect an answer from a whisper, but then it was put to me 

that a whisper would not be heard, but yet a low tone would, which is the 

complete opposite.  A low tone would be heard, that is right, but therefore, a 

whisper would have been the one that would not have received an answer. 

 That is correct.  You are right …[intervenes]  ---  So it would have 

suited me better if I did not hear an answer, that I whispered, but I did not.  So 

I am not choosing, I am not choosing something to suit me here. 

 No, you are, because you see, you are trying to steer away from a 

possibility that you would think she could not hear.  If you said a low tone, she 

heard, she decided not to whisper, there is an obligation on you to make sure 

she heard.  Is that not your issue?  ---  No, that is the opposite, M'Lady. 

 No, that is not the opposite, Mister… but we will argue it.  I am just 

more concerned with the fact, Mr Pistorius, that you would convincingly deny 

that you whispered on more than one occasion, yet, that was your evidence-in-



chief.  Why would that be?  ---  No, I understand that, M'Lady.  I must have 

made a mistake by saying ‘whispered’, I meant in a low tone. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, your word choice, your choice of words, as far 

as ‘mistake’ is concerned, you would have picked up the mistake on Friday, if it 

was a mistake, evidence-in-chief, because in, on Friday, I never referred you to 

the record.  Am I right, to your evidence-in-chief?  ---  I am sorry, M'Lady, I do 

not follow what was asked to me now. 

 You see, I am bit concerned.  Why do you not follow?  ---  It was put to 

me now, something about my evidence being led, my repeating of, if Mr Nel 

put my evidence-in-chief to me on Friday about …[intervenes]  

 Ja, did I?  Did I tell you on Friday that your evidence-in-chief, when you 

gave evidence, Mr Roux was leading your evidence, when that happened, that 

you whispered, that you used the word ‘whisper’?  I did not put that to you on 

Friday.  Am I right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 That is why, on Friday you were very strong saying: you definitely did 

not whisper.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Today, again.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now only when I pointed out to you that you evidence-in-chief was 

whisper, you thin, it was a mistake.  Why would that be a mistake?  ---  

Because it was only pointed out to me now, M'Lady. 

 Why would you make that mistake?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady.  I 

probably, as I said, I probably meant in a low tone and I said: ‘whispered’ and I 

am saying, it is the first time it has been pointed out to me.  



 Okay, you see, we, we…  Remember, the theme of the day is tailoring 

your evidence.  I am putting it to you, that is what you are doing.  You are 

tailoring your evidence.  ---  M'Lady, if I was tailoring my evidence, it would suit 

me to whisper, not to talk in a low tone.  I do not understand how that could be 

seen as tailoring my evidence. 

 We have a different view.  Now, Mr Pistorius, just quickly as far as you 

arming yourself, there is one aspect…  Before I get there, Mr Pistorius, Reeva, 

when you woke up, Reeva was awake and she spoke to you.  ---  I am not sure 

if me waking up woke her up, M'Lady, but she spoke to me, so she was awake. 

 And whilst she was lying in bed, you got up.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 She never asked, asked where you are going, what are you doing, not 

at all?  ---  No, M'Lady, said: ‘Baba, can you not sleep’ and I said to her that I 

could not and I got out of bed. 

 You never said to her: ‘I am going to close the curtains’.  You never did 

that?  ---  No, M'Lady.  

 She never asked, asked where you are going, why are you getting up?  

---  No, M'Lady. 

 And neither did she say to you that she was going to the toilet?  ---  No, 

M'Lady, there was …[intervenes]  

 Would you have expected that kind of conversation between the two of 

you?  Why would she not, why would she not ask you where you were going?  

---  I do not know, M'Lady. 



 It is because your version is improbable.  One would expect her to say, 

ask where you are going.  Would you not expect her saying that?  ---  I do not 

think so, M'Lady. 

 Why?  Would you expect her not to say a thing when you get up in the 

middle of the night, if she is awake?  ---  I do not know what I would expect, 

M'Lady.  I do not know… 

 I ask you.  It cannot be wrong or right, I am just asking you.  Whatever 

the answer is, is your answer.  What would you expect…? [intervenes]  ---  I 

am not…  I do not know what I would expect, M'Lady. 

 No, no, why would you now know what to expect?  If I asked 

somebody: what do you expect, they would tell me.  Why can you not?  ---  I do 

not know what to, I do not know what I would expect.  I do not know if she was 

awake, fully awake.  I do not know if she just asked me, if she could not sleep.  

I do not know if she thought I was going to the bathroom.  I do not know if she 

thought I was going… maybe she did not think of asking me why. 

 What would you, and I know what you all are saying, and please, do 

not think of implications of the questions because… rather think of the 

question?  ---  There is no implications in this question, M'Lady.  It is… I would 

not be able to say, I would not be able to say what somebody would say in a 

situation …[intervenes]  

 If I…  If I argue that every reasonable person would have asked you 

why you are getting up or where you are going, what would you say?  ---  I do 

not understand that question, M'Lady. 



 Let us not use a…  Normal people would say, when you get up, she 

would say: ‘Where are you going, Os?’  So you say you do not expect her to do 

that?  ---  M'Lady, I am, I am not even sure it would be a probability that if 

someone gets up in the night that their partner would even ask them what they 

are doing or if they cannot sleep.  She asked me simply could I not sleep and I 

said: ‘No’ and at that point I got out of bed.  I do not even know if…  I have 

been awake at night when somebody has got up next to me, that I have not 

asked them where they are going or what they are doing. 

 You talk to them because she spoke to you.  It is not as, it is not as if 

there was no conversation.  It is not as if you get up and she is trying to sleep.  

She is awake, she is talking to you and you get up.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And the concern is that you cannot sleep.  That is your concern 

because that is what you are telling us: ‘I cannot sleep’.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 And yet she did not ask you anything further?  ---  No, she did not, 

M'Lady. 

 Now when… I just want…  I am going to take you to the first time you 

heard a noise in the bathroom and not to repeat everything you said you 

picked up the jeans, you were about to cover the light when you heard a noise 

in the bathroom.  Am I right?  ---  M'Lady, there were two questions that were 

put to me.  The first was, the first time I heard a noise in the bathroom, which 

would have been the noise from the toilet and then later I was asked: was the 

first noise I heard from in the bedroom and that was when I was picking up the 



jeans. 

 Okay, let us follow this from within the bedroom.  What is the first noise 

you heard in the bedroom?  ---  The first noise I heard in the bedroom was the 

window, M'Lady. 

 There is…  Now let us just deal with two things here, it was clear that it 

was the window sliding open.  ---  That is what I interpreted it to be, M'Lady. 

 You had no doubt?  ---  No, I did not have any doubt, M'Lady. 

 Let us just, as far as this is concerned, it… and it was clear, the noise?  

---  The noise was loud, M'Lady.  It was the window opening and sliding and 

then hitting the door, hitting the window frame.  It was clear. 

 And let us just speculate.  If Reeva was in bed, she would have heard 

that as well.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 At least, would you then have expected a conversation?  ---  No, my 

…[intervenes]  

 Her saying: ‘Did you hear that Os?’  ---  No, M'Lady, and I would not… 

[intervenes]  

 Why not?  Why would she not have, if she was there, not have asked?  

---  Because if she had heard it, she would have been as scared as I was and 

when I said to her: get down on the floor and call the police, that is what she 

would have done.  She would not have engaged in a conversation.  If she had 

heard what I had heard, there would not be a response. 

 No, I do not agree with you, Mr Pistorius.  Would you not expect a 

response from her, window opening in the middle of the night, whilst you were 



in bed?  Mr Pistorius, you just do not want to concede anything, not even when 

we speculate about facts.  Do you not just…  Just think back, if she would hear 

a window open, in the middle of the night, would she not have asked you about 

it?  ---  No, M'Lady, because I heard a window open and I did not ask her about 

it.  I was certain I heard the noise …[intervenes]  

 That is why you…  You see, that does not make sense.  That is not 

true.  That is improbable that you would not, having heard a window open, you 

would have told, you would have asked her if she heard it.  ---  I did not ask her 

if she had heard it, M'Lady. 

 You see, but that is not the only issue.  You, you did not identify the 

noise during the bail application.  Am I right?  ---  I said I heard a noise.  I do 

not think I identified the noise, M'Lady. 

 You see, that is a big issue for me, you are right.  You said you heard a 

noise in the bathroom.  Now if you were so convinced that it is two voice, two 

noises in fact, a window sliding open and slamming into the other window, why 

would you not have put that in your bail statement because that is important?  -

--  M'Lady, we keep on going back to this bail statements and what I said was 

that I heard a noise.  I understand that if the window opened, there is not many 

things that could have been moved in my room but I interpreted it as the 

window moving open, so I said I heard a noise. 

 No, but that is not the question.  The question is, Mr Pistorius, at the 

bail application, we all knew that Reeva was shot in the bathroom.  You said 

you heard a noise.  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady.  We knew that she had been 



shot in the toilet, M'Lady. 

 And the toilet is in the bathroom, but I stand corrected …[intervenes]  --

-  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 I do stand corrected, thank you.  You see, I am going to argue this, you 

are such a stickler for what is a hundred percent correct, for detail, that you 

just corrected me and I apologised, I was wrong.  Why would you not have 

been equally keen on indicating in your bail application that it was the window 

because that seems to be your personality?  Why did you not say that…? 

[intervenes]  ---  M'Lady… when my bail was done, it was done by my legal 

team.  It was read to me in a holding cell.  I was on medication.  I was 

traumatised.  I read it and it was the truth and I signed it, M'Lady.  I did not 

under… the was not understanding that it needed to be an exhausted 

statement. 

 Nobody expects an exhausted statement.  Sir, I will argue that 

everybody expects you to say what you heard.  I heard a window opening 

…[intervenes]  ---  Yes, I heard a noise. 

That is a big difference between that and a noise, Mr Pistorius please.  

Yes?   ---  I heard a noise, M'Lady. 

No, you heard a window sliding open, why did you not put it in your bail 

statement?  ---  My Lady, even in my evidence I remember saying when I saw 

the window was open and I got to the bathroom open, when I got to the 

bathroom, it confirmed that the noise that I have heard was a window sliding 

open. 



You see, Mr Pistorius, tailoring.  During your bail application, you did 

not know the window was open.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady …[intervenes]  

Did you?  Oh, you knew, you knew because you went in and you saw it 

open, you are right.  I am still concerned about you not saying that you heard it 

open.  That is tailoring.  That is just a version that you adapted.  ---  That is not 

true, M'Lady. 

Because there is another aspect to that.  When you made your plea 

explanation, you had all the facts.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

You were not traumatised.  Am I right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

You were not under medication.  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady 

Oh, you might have been under medication but you understood 

everything that your legal team was doing.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  I 

understand …[intervenes]  

And you understood the plea explanation.  Am I right?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

You even signed it.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. I read and I signed the 

plea explanation.   

There is nothing… or let me just check quickly.  M'Lady, may I just 

have a moment before I put a statement?  There is nothing about the window 

slamming against the other window in your plea explanation.  Why?  ---  

Because it never slammed against another window, M'Lady. 

What did it slam against?  ---  The frame, M'Lady. 

 Why is there nothing about slamming…?  I just want to put it on record, 



you again corrected me on fine detail and I stand corrected, if you do it, every 

time I will apologise to you, but what is important, Mr Pistorius, small detail.  ---  

M'Lady, it is not small detail.  If a window slide …[intervenes]  

 You corrected me on small detail.  Am I right?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  It is not small detail though.  It is detail of what happened. 

 Why, why is the big issue of the window slamming into the frame, not 

mentioned?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 No, no, that cannot work.  Not sure is not an answer.  You said you 

were not traumatised, you signed it, you knew what was going on.  I am asking 

you, why was it not mentioned?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 Because you never said it.  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. 

 There is no ways that it will not be in your 11… in your plea explanation 

if you said it.  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. 

 That they deliberately keep it out.  ---  I do not think so, M'Lady.  I have 

full trust in my legal team.  I do not think they would have deliberately kept 

anything out. 

 But then I do not understand it.  ---  Well I do not understand it, M'Lady. 

 Except if it has never been your version, but the tailoring when you 

gave evidence, that …[intervenes]  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 That is the only other…  For me, that is the only thing that makes 

sense.  ---  No. 

 Because it is dealt with in your plea explanation.  Why is it not dealt 

with that it slammed?  ---  M'Lady, I respect how Mr Nel interprets it, but I do 



not know why, M'Lady.  

 No, you see, that is not that easy, we will deal with it.  M'Lady, it is the 

record, page 7. 

COURT:   Page? 

MR NEL:   7 of the record, M'Lady, and it is paragraph 4.3 of the plea 

explanation: 

“I heard the bathroom window sliding open.  I believed 

that an intruder or intruders has entered the bathroom 

through the bathroom window, which was not fitted with 

burglar bars.” 

 You deal with burglar bars, but you do not deal with slamming.  Why?  

---  My understanding from the questions that has been posed to me was that I 

never mentioned anything about the window in my plea explanation, M'Lady. 

 No, I did not say that.  ---  But now that I have heard the plea 

explanation, I did say the window slit open. 

 Mr Pistorius, I do not know how you can answer that, how you can give 

that answer.  I really do not know how you can give that answer, except if you 

are not focussing at the moment.  Are you focussing?  ---  I am focussing, 

M'Lady. 

 How can you then give that answer?  There was… I never said you did 

not deal with this.  How can you give that answer?  What is wrong?  ---  

Nothing is wrong, M'Lady.  My interpretation of what is being posed to me, of 

what is being put to me is that I did not mention the window. If the window 



slides and it stops, that is the stopping of the sliding, that is when it hit the 

frame.  

 No, you see ...[intervened]  ---  So if it was put in my plea that the 

window slid open, that is the truth.  There is no tailoring of any evidence in 

that.  

 Are you really telling the court, as you sit there, that you think we are 

dealing with sliding at the moment?  ---  We are dealing with the noise of the 

window, M'Lady.  

 What noise?  ---  The noise of the window opening.  

 How can you say that?  Are you, are you really saying…?  Is that how 

you understood my questions up to now, that we are dealing with the window 

sliding open?  ---  The last question, M'Lady, I thought that pertained to my 

plea explanation and why the sound of the window was not in the plea, why I 

said noise in my bail and why I said in the plea explanation the sliding open of 

the window.  That was my understanding. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, it is because you are not listening to the 

question.  You are thinking of the implications.  You are tailoring your version 

because that inference that you have now drawn from my questions, is 

impossible to make from a person listening to the questions.  ---  M'Lady, I do 

not understand how tailoring of evidence would make any difference if I heard 

a noise of a window sliding or a heard a window, a window sliding and hitting 

the frame.  I do not understand how that changes anything now. 

 It will be pointed out to you, Mr Pistorius, why do you not just deal with 



the questions?  Why did… why was the fact that the window slammed against 

the frame not included in your plea explanation?  ---  I do not know, M'Lady.  

 So we have that.  You are the only person that can tell us, but you do 

not know.  We will deal with that.  Now that is the noise you heard whilst you 

were in the bedroom.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 That particular noise caused you to take immediate action.  ---  That is 

incorrect, M'Lady. 

 What caused you to take immediate action?  ---  As I said before, I 

stood there for a brief moment and I froze.  I was not sure what to do.  I did not 

want to cross the passage immediately because I was not sure if the people or 

persons were coming down the passage and then I ran to get my firearm, 

M'Lord. 

` Okay.  I stand corrected again, you waited, for a moment you were 

froze.  I have got that, and then you ran?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady,. 

 And what did you do then?  ---  I then collected my firearm from under 

my bed and I took the holster off.  I turned my body back towards the passage 

and as I started walking, I told, I said to Reeva to get down.  I told Reeva to get 

down on the floor and phone the police and then I made my way, as quickly as 

I could, to where the wall enters the passage, M'Lady.  

 And you gun in what position?  ---  In an off-safe, in a ready mode, 

M'Lady. 

 Aimed at?  ---  Aimed in front of me, M'Lady. 

 Like in a shooting mode, ready to shoot.  Am I right?  ---  No, not ready 



to shoot, M'Lady, in front of me.   

 You see, Mr Pistorius, please, let us deal with it.  I am going to put on 

record what I saw.  Bent arm, gun in your hand.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Established, so, you are now, you were scared, you thought there were 

intruders in the house.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And that is how you approached them, with a bent arm, your elbow 

next to your side and your gun facing forward.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Not ready, not extended hand, ready to fire?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Okay.  And your attention then was?  What did you want to achieve?  --

-  I wanted to chase the people out of my house, M'Lady. 

 Because?  Why?  ---  I do not …[intervenes]  

 You wanted to protect Reeva.  ---  Yes, M'Lady, I… if somebody is in 

your house in the middle of the night, I am sure anyone would want to chase 

them out, M'Lady. 

 Good, so your firearm was then at your side.  ---  That is not what I 

said, M'Lady. 

 What did you say?  ---  I said my firearm was in front of me, facing in 

front of me. 

 Yes, your elbow at your side.  ---  My elbow close to my side.  I was 

walking, so it was not in a fixed position at any stage. 

 But not in a, not extended as if, as we saw you firing at the 

watermelon, not like that?  ---  Not like that, M'Lady. 



 Yes, and then, when you, when you got to the corner where the 

passage was?  ---  Then I peered around the corner, M'Lady.  I had stopped 

shouting, I had already heard the door slam. 

 No, no, no, no, no, no, let us go back.  You are from the bed, you go to 

where the passage starts.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 When you got there, where the passage starts.  ---  Where the passage 

starts.  I move over to the left of the passage so that I could see as much as I 

could into the entrance of the bathroom. 

 So, I just want to ask you, could you see something?  ---  I could see a 

little bit of light, M'Lady.  I could… if somebody had to come out there, I would 

have been able to see their silhouette. 

 Okay, so there was some illumination in the passage.  ---  More in the 

bathroom, M'Lady. 

 And if Reeva walked in, and if your eyes were on the passage at that 

time, you would have seen her?  ---  No, my eyes were on the bathroom when I 

was in the passage, M'Lady, in the entrance of the bathroom. 

 If, if you were busy in the room and Reeva walked down the passage, 

would you have seen her, if you looked?  ---  I would have seen a silhouette, 

M'Lady. 

 So that we have.  If you looked in that direction, you would have seen 

her.  Good, now you move to the left hand side of the passage, what then?  ---  

I carried on shouting for the intruder to get out of my house and I move up the 

passage, M'Lady. 



 Please, can we just go back?  ‘I carried on shouting,’ did you start 

shouting there or where did you start shouting?  ---  Yes, I started shouting in 

the passage, M'Lady. 

 Ja, so and you shouted what?  Words to the effect, or what did you 

shout?  ---  Words to the effect of, for the intruder or intruders to get out of my 

house, for the people to go out of my house and for Reeva to phone the police, 

M'Lady. 

 But can you remember what you shouted?  ---  Yes, I can. 

 What did you shout?  ---  …[Pause]… I screamed. [Accused emotional]  

I said: ‘Get the fuck out of my house!  Get the fuck out of my house!’.  

[Accused crying] 

COURT:   We will adjourn for a few minutes.  The court will adjourn. 

 

COURT ADJOURNS [10:53]             ~ ~ ~             [11:31] COURT RESUMES 

 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS:  (s.u.o.)  

COURT:   Mr Pistorius, are you well enough to proceed? --- Yes, thank you My 

Lady.   

 You are still under oath. --- Thank you My Lady.  

 Thank you.  Yes, Mr Nel?   

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  Mr Pistorius, you just told 

us what you shouted and then you got emotional.  Why would that cause you 

to be emotional? --- It was a traumatic evening for me, My Lady.  



 Why would it be traumatic what you are shouted at the intruders?  --- 

Because I was terrified My Lady.   

 Is it not exactly because that is what you shouted at Reeva? Get the, 

with respect to the court I will just repeat what you said:  Get the fuck out of my 

house.  That is what you shouted at Reeva.  Is that not why you got emotional 

now? --- No, My Lady.   

 Because I do not understand why you would get emotional if now 

today, about things that you shouted at the intruders.  --- My Lady, I am… I am 

traumatised by the events and by repeating those exact words.  It reminds me 

about the night and what I felt on that evening… morning. 

 You have now indicated to us what you shouted at the intruders.  

What else?  --- I was screaming and shouting at the intruders and I shouted for 

Reeva to call the police, My Lady.   

 When we, before the tea break you said: I remember what I shouted.  

Is that correct?  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 And you have indicated what you shouted. --- That is correct, My 

Lady.  

 Now tell us what you shouted at Reeva?  --- I shouted for her to 

phone the police.   

 How?  How?  Tell us what you said?  You remember what you said, 

please tell us. --- I said phone… I said  call the police.   

 No, no.   You said:  Get the f…out of my house!  Get the f… out of 

my house!   And what then? --- Then I said:  Reeva, call the police.   



 Okay. So you used her name. You said: Reeva, call the police.  Am I 

right? --- Yes, I think that is what… how [indistinct 11:34:25] 

 No, no you cannot say I think, you cannot say it is how I remember 

it.  I am taking you back to your evidence.  Your evidence is:  I remember what 

I shouted.  So please, tell the court what you shouted at Reeva.  How did you 

tell her to call the police? --- Reeva, phone the police. Reeva call the police.   

 Okay. Let us have that.  So you shouted:  Get the f…out of my 

house! Get the f…out of my house!  Reeva call the police! --- No, I shouted 

Reeva call the police and then I shouted for the intruders to get out of my 

house, My Lady.   

 Okay.  I do not think it is so important, but so you first shouted at 

Reeva, before you shouted at the intruders?  Is that what you are saying?   --- 

That is how I remember My Lady.  

 Okay.  The first when you started screaming, shouting, it was for 

Reeva.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 You see, for me that… You have just spoken to her.  Why would you 

… why would you now… you whispered at her, just now. --- That is correct, My 

Lady.  

 Why would you now scream at her, because nothing happened in 

the interim? --- The persons in the bathroom would now know that I was… I felt 

that I was now in a safe place to protect Reeva and if I shouted that now, I was 

hoping that the burglars or intruders would be scared for the fact that they 

knew now I was awake, that I was in close proximity and that Reeva would 



phone the police.    

 That you can… that is what you thought or is that the reconstruction 

of the events? --- That is what I believed at the time, My Lady.  In the time that 

is why I shouted out for Reeva to phone the police.  

 That is not a reconstruction think you are making up, thinking back 

at the scene, you remember that is why you screamed? --- That  is why I 

screamed My Lady.  I screamed for Reeva to phone the police.    

 Because you could have screamed anywhere.  You could have 

screamed when you peeped around the corner, you are in control of that 

situation.  --- I was too scared at that time to scream My Lady.  

 You see, that does not… your version does not make sense, 

because where you are protected by a wall, peeping into the passage, you are 

too scared to scream.  When you are walking down a passage you are not too 

scared to scream.  How does that work? --- My Lady, we spoke about this in 

great depth, about if I had stayed at the wall, that the danger… Reeva still 

would have been in danger’s harm. Only when I got into the passage, did  I 

feel that I was safe, in a position that was safe to… if there was somebody 

coming out of the bathroom, that I would be confronted with it, without any 

harm to Reeva.   

 Okay.  I understood it wrongly. You never screamed before, 

because you thought of, if you do that, Reeva’s live would be in danger. --- I 

am sorry, My Lady.  Can Mr Nel please  ask me that again?   

 You said you did not scream before because you thought that would 



cause Reeva’s life to be in danger.  --- Both our lives, My Lady.   

 But you see, I hear you.   But it does not make sense Mr Pistorius.  

How can you be less scared walking down a passage towards the danger, than 

hiding behind a wall?  --- My Lady, I was ...[intervened]  

 How can you be less scared? --- I was not less scared, I was 

terrified.  I was too scared at the point when before I entered the passage, 

when I was  in the passage, I did not have a choice, but I felt that at that time, 

that the danger would have first had to come through me and  I shouted out for 

Reeva to phone the police for a hope that this person would know that I am 

awake, that Reeva…that somebody is phoning the police, and that they would 

leave… [No audio 11:38:03 to 11:38:21] 

 Now whilst you… you are walking down the passage, screaming and 

your gun was pointed where? --- In front of me, My Lady.   

 In the same position or were you now extended arms?  --- The 

only… I was never in extended arm My Lady.  I wanted to keep my firearm 

close to me so if I came around the corner that somebody could not grab the 

firearm or grab my hand.  So I kept the firearm close to me.  

 It is amazing, so you even thought about that. Keep it close to me, 

because so nobody should grab it.  That is what your thought pattern was on 

the night?  --- Correct My Lady.  

 Okay.  Good.  So you now indicated and please help me, I have to 

put this on record, you have got your gun in your right hand.  --- That is 

...[intervened]  



 Your right hand is in front of your chest, close to you.  Your arm is 

bent.  Am I right?  That is what you point out. --- No, I never said it was close in 

front of ...[intervened]  

 No, you ...[intervened] --- I have never at one point said it was in 

front of my chest, My Lady.  

 I have just described what you indicated to the court, so please 

show the court so that can put it on record. --- I had my firearm in front of me 

when I was walking down the passage My Lady.  At a point I put out my hand 

to help myself balance, my chest was facing the cupboards, the firearm could 

not have been pointing in front of me, because it would have been pointing at 

the cupboards on the other side of the passageway.  And as I said before, the 

firearm was never pointed in the same direction all the time.  As I moved, I was 

struggling to move up the passage.   

 Again, I get the impression you are again arguing, thinking, my 

version is my hand touched… Can you remember where you had your gun?  --

- Yes, My Lady.   

 So you still had your gun in your right hand, arm bent at the elbow at 

90º , not exactly 90º, but at 90º angle, pointing forward, in front of you. --- I had 

the firearm pointed in front of me.   

 Yes. --- That is correct.  

 Arm bent at about 90º.  I do not know at what degrees, My Lady. My 

arm was bent.  I said it changed.  That is what I have said.  It changed all the 

time.  If my arm was bent at 90º,  my arm could be down here with my wrist up, 



it could have been higher.  I do not remember how far, at what point, if I went 

around the corner I brought the gun closer to me.  

 Yes. ---  I do not remember at what degree but my firearm was 

pointed in front of me.   

 I will not hold you to the degrees, I am just trying to put something 

on record, but it is fine.  Now let us carry on. You have now… you screamed at 

the people, for Reeva to call the police and to the intruders to get out.  What 

else? What happened then? --- Then I got to where the wall was where the 

entrance to the bathroom started.  I kept my distance away from that apex of 

the corner and I walked further down the cupboard, so that I could see all the 

way into the bathroom, or as much as I could, before having to move forward 

again.  I then moved a little bit forward, to the point where the carpet meets the 

tiles. 

 And at that point you could see, because there was light coming in. -

-- There was not light coming in, My Lady, but I could see the outlines of things 

in the bathroom.  There was enough light, there was no light coming in.  There 

were lights outside.  

 Yes? --- And there was enough light in the bathroom to make out the 

shape of the bathtub and the window frame and things like that.  

 Okay.  So you could see the shape of the bathtub from where you 

were.  --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Yes, what happened then? --- I then moved forward. Again I had my 

pistol faced in front of me and again, I did as I repeated, when I went into… as 



I came around the corner from the closet, I stayed as far away as I could from 

the wall which led just to where the basins are around the corner and I peered 

into the bathroom, my eyes were looking down to see if there was anybody in 

the toilet that was… maybe in the bathroom that were maybe waiting to 

ambush me, at the same time as my eyes were checking the window frame 

and the door at the same time and then when I saw that there was no one in 

the bathroom in the… near the shower area, I moved back, slightly backward 

so that the wall which was on my right, moved to where the bathroom… to 

where the toilet and the shower in line with that and I stayed there and then I 

started screaming again. 

 But there is something very important that you forgot, that 

happened.  --- I do not remember what I have forgotten My Lady. 

 The door slammed.  --- That happened in the passage.  Way before 

I entered the bathroom, as I said My Lady before ...[intervened]  

 But you never told us.  All I said to you is: What happened next? 

What happened next?  What happened next?  Do not blame anybody but 

yourself, why did not mention it? --- My Lady, we have gone through the 

passage, this morning, it is on record that I did say I heard the door slam and it 

is on record, on this morning. When I was in the passage. 

 Mr Pistorius, would you like to take up a challenge that you never 

said anything about the door slam this morning?  Or would you accept what I 

am putting to you? --- My Lady, I cannot accept it.  I had mentioned this 

morning, that when I was in the passage I heard the door slam in the 



bathroom. 

 Mr Pistorius, I put to you that it is not so and I am willing for you to 

listen to the record.   But you cannot get away with it again.  It is not so.  You 

never spoke about the door.  --- I do not agree, My Lady.   

 Would you like to listen to the record and show me that I am wrong? 

--- No, I would not, My Lady.  

 There is one other aspect, can you see that your legal team on my 

left is not getting up?  --- No, I cannot My Lady.   

 If I was wrong they would have been up and they would have 

objected.  --- I understand that, My Lady.   

 Why are you saying it? --- Because I remember saying this morning, 

when we were discussing the passage, My Lady, that I heard the door slam.   

 No, you never did.  And I want it… And it is important and I want to 

know why you think you did.  --- I understand it is extremely important, 

because it was the second noise that I heard, My Lady.  

 But there is two things, not only ...[intervened]  

MR ROUX:   My Lady, I am sorry.  Maybe we must ask, I am reminded, I was 

unsure about it, but according to the feedback from the back, that he indeed 

said that… maybe we can cut it short and just listen outside court, just to that 

part of the record. 

COURT:   Yes.  

MR ROUX:  That I make sure.  I do not have an independent recollection, it will 

take only five minutes, My Lady.   



COURT:   Yes.   

MR NEL:  I have nothing wrong with that My Lady.   

COURT:   Yes, you can do it during the lunch time.  

MR ROUX:  Thank you, My Lady.   

COURT:   Yes.   

MR NEL:  Now… but there is.. that is… That is the one aspect. The other 

aspect is, remember when we started now after tea, we took you through, you 

shouted at Reeva and the intruders.  I mean… Can you remember that?  ---  I 

do, My Lady.   

 Then you moved to a specific spot and then you moved in to the 

bathroom.  Just in summary, that is what you said.  Am I right? --- That is not 

what I said My Lady, I never moved to a specific spot before I shouted… after I 

shouted, My Lady.   

 Okay, let me try something different.  Did you hear the door shut 

before you screamed at Reeva, or after that?  --- Afterwards My Lady.   

 Well, then Mr Pistorius there is another angle.  All I did when we got 

back is I said:  And then?  And then?  And then?  And then?  I asked you for 

your version and you never mention the door slammed shut.  ---  I was 

...[intervened]  

 At least since tea. --- I understand that My Lady.  

 And I ask you why?  --- …[Pause]… My Lady, if Mr Nel may just ask 

me the question he did before he asked me, he mentioned ...[intervened]  

COURT:   Can you repeat that and ...[intervened] --- I beg your pardon.  



 And raise your voice? --- My Lady, Mr Nel asked me now about the 

door slamming or about me shouting or something to the effect of after I 

entered the passage and before I entered the bathroom, if he can just repeat 

the question to me, please. 

MR NEL:  I will make… With respect My Lady, I will an exception and do it this 

once.  Did you hear the toilet door slam shut, before or after you screamed at 

Reeva and then intruders?  --- It was in the process of shouting, it was after I 

screamed for Reeva but it was in the process of me shouting for the intruders 

to get out the house, My Lady.  

 Okay.   So now we have  your version that whilst you were 

screaming, you are hearing the door shut?  Is that what you are saying? --- I 

head the door, I heard the door slam My Lady, whilst I was… whilst I was 

shouting and screaming.  That is correct.   

 But why did you not give it to us, when you gave that evidence now 

after tea?  --- I am not sure My Lady, we discussed it this morning.   

 I will show you why.  But I am going to show you but I want to ask 

questions first.  What did you hear, about the door? --- I head the door slam My 

Lady.   

 You had… you were convinced it was a door slamming? --- That is 

correct, My Lady.  

 You were convinced it was the toilet door?  --- There is only one 

door inside the bathroom, so that is correct, My Lady.   

 And what did you think? --- I thought that it was slamming My Lady.   



 And what did you think, why? --- I thought that somebody had either 

gone inside the toilet and slammed the door or that somebody on upon exiting 

the bathroom, they had possibly kicked or bumped the door and it had closed 

and that was the slam that I heard My Lady.    

 And in the bathroom, when you got into the bathroom, you saw that 

the window was open? --- That is correct, My Lady.   

 And you saw that the toilet door was closed? --- That is correct, My 

Lady.  

 Now this particular noise you heard about the door slamming, that is 

a significant voice you heard on that night? It is important, is it not?  --- It was a 

significant noise that I heard that night, yes My Lady.  

 Because there is not a single word of that door closing, shutting in 

your bail at all.  --- I am… if that is… I understand that is the case My Lady.  

 But why?  --- I am not sure, My Lady.  

 No, no, it cannot be, it is such an important significant noise and it is 

not in your bail.  --- I mentioned it to my legal team, My Lady, and I do not 

know why it is not in my bail… bail statement, My Lady.    

 That is not all.  It is even more devastating for your sir, and that as it 

is not in your plea explanation.  --- I understand that, My Lady. 

 But why? Why would that not be there? --- I am not sure My Lady.    

 That is because you never said it sir, it is because you invented it.  --

- That is not true, My Lady.   

 But why would it then not be in either your bail or your plea 



explanation if that is such a crucial part of your version? --- I am no sure, My 

Lady.    

 No, but you must be the one that is sure.   Because it is your 

version, sir, it is not mine.  I am not going to be satisfied with ‘not sure’ sir.  

Why? --- I am not sure, My Lady.   

 I put it to you that it is because you never said it to counsel.  --- That 

is incorrect, My Lady.     

 So you are sure about that? --- Yes, My Lady.  

 Why did they then not put it in? --- I am not sure, My Lady.  

 Okay.  Now you see, why did you think there were people in the 

toilet?  --- I thought that is a possibility, because I heard the door slam My 

Lady.   

 Ja.  That brings me to your bail affidavit.  My Lady, it is in the bail  

record.  That is EXHIBIT D, it is at page 65, My Lady, I will just read it out, it is 

one or two lines.  Not at page 65 sir, do you have it?  Do you have it in front of 

you?  It is about line… let me start with line 6.  

 "It was pitch dark in the bedroom and I thought Reeva 

was in bed.  I noticed that the bathroom window was 

open.  I realised that the intruder or intruders was or 

were in the toilet because the toilet door was closed 

and I did not see anyone in the bathroom.” 

So you were giving a reason in your bail application. --- That is correct, My 

Lady.  



 But why did you not say: and because I heard the door slam shut.  

Because that is what you said now.  --- I understand, My Lady.    I do not 

know why.   

 No, no.  You see, I asked you now why did you think they were 

there and you said:  Because I heard the door slam shut. Is that correct?  --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 Now I indicate to you, how you argued in your bail  application and 

you have to explain to me why there is a difference.  --- I do not have an 

explanation, My Lady.   There are many things that I told my counsel that are 

not in here, that we have gone through before.    

 I put it to you sir, it is because you are changing your version as 

we go.   --- That is not true My Lady.  

 Now Mr Pistorius, you now… Let us just take it on from where you 

enter the bathroom and you said that the window was open.  Is that correct?  

--- That is correct, My Lady.  

 What else did you notice? --- I noticed that there was nobody in 

the bathroom.  I noticed that the door, the toilet door was closed.   

 And your thought patterns, what did you think what was going on? 

--- There were many, many thoughts going through my mind, My Lady.  I was 

scared that there might be someone that might come in through the window 

or stick a firearm up and shoot at me.   I was scared that somebody was in 

the toilet that was preparing to come out and attack me.  I was thinking about 

all the possibilities that… the worst things that could have possibly 



happened.   

 But did you think there was somebody in the toilet? --- Yes,  I did 

My Lady.   

 Okay.  And what happened then? --- And then I heard a noise 

come from the toilet My Lady.   

 What?  What did you hear? --- It sounded like the door opening 

and it sounded like a wood movement, My Lady.   

 Wait, wait, wait, we have got two answers there.  One you 

corrected, but I have heard it.  It sounded like opening, it sounded like 

opening, I heard a wood movement.  What is a wood movement? --- The 

sound of wood moving, My Lady, of ...[intervened]  

 How? What is that?  How does ...[intervened] --- My Lady, the 

frame of the door was… the doorframe was not a… it was a handmade 

frame, so  the frame with the door, when you pull the door closed, the door 

would catch on the frame and make a clicking noise like a loud noise, and 

when you opened it, it would do the same and that is what I thought, I had 

interpreted that noise to be. 

 But that is… So you thought that they were opening the door? --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 But you could see the door? --- I could see the door My Lady.  

 It did not move?  --- I had fired before I could see the door move 

My Lady.  I heard the noise ...[intervened]  

 That is a good… that is a good… Let me…  I want to get it.  You 



fired before you saw the door move? --- As I heard the noise, I fired, My 

Lady.  

 So you had… you could see the door.  --- Yes, I could see the 

door My Lady.   

 You could see the handle? --- Yes, I could see the handle My 

Lady.  

 You never saw the door or the handle move, before you fired.   --- 

No, My Lady.  I fired as I heard the noise, I fired.   

 No, listen to the question.  You are not listening.  You are not 

listening.  You never saw the door or the handle move before you fired?  

That is a question. --- No, I did not My Lady.   

 Now in what position did you hold the gun then? --- It was still in 

front of me, I was still holding on the wall in the bathroom, my balance was 

worse on tiles, I was still leaning a bit against the wall.   

 I have to put this on record.  You are holding the gun in your one 

hand, in your right hand. --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 Your right hand is bent, it is not straight, extended.  Am I right? --- 

That is correct, My Lady.  

 It is bent, it is pointing towards the door but your gun was in your 

left hand… ag, in your right hand.   --- It was in my right hand.  That is 

correct, My Lady.  

 You did not extend your arm and aimed. --- No, I did not aim at the 

door My Lady.   



 Okay. ---  I did not extend my arm. I was not aiming at the door, I 

was staying put until I could make sense of the situation.  My eyes were 

going between the window and the door.  The firearm was up but I was not 

extending my arm and pointing the firearm out in front of me.  

 If I just listen to your answer now, I was staying put to try and 

what?  To try and make sense of it. --- That is correct, My Lady.  And you 

were not aiming?  --- I said I did not have my arm stretched out in front of 

me, My Lady.   

 Were you aiming? Please, Mr Pistorius.  --- Yes, I was aiming at 

the door. The firearm was ...[intervened]  

 Aiming at the door. --- The firearm was pointed at the door, My 

Lady.   

 There is a difference between ‘pointed at’, my hand is pointed at 

but I aim at point A.  There is a big difference Mr Pistorius, and I want you to 

deal with the difference.   Did you aim at the door or point your gun at the 

door?  It is important.  --- I pointed my gun at the door, My Lady.   

 Okay. Then my answer that I struggle to get from you, is did you 

aim at the door? No.  --- That is the way Mr Nel put it to me is how I 

understood it, so that is right, My Lady.  I did not aim at the door.  

 Good. ---  I pointed my firearm, my firearm was pointed at the 

door.  

 You heard the sound, what happened then? --- I fired the… I 

discharged the firearm My Lady.   



 Why? --- Because I thought somebody was coming out to attack 

me.  

 So you wanted to shoot the person coming out? --- I did not want 

to shoot them, My Lady. I got a fright ...[intervened]  

 What did you want to do? --- I did not have time to think of what I 

wanted to do. ‘ 

 No ...[intervened] ---  I was terrified My Lady.  

 No. You see Mr Pistorius, this is now the first instance of this 

whole scene that you are not thinking. You are thinking every step of the 

way.  You are thinking about holding your gun, covering yourself.  Now you 

want to tell the court  on this critical instance, I did not think.  Is that what 

you are saying? --- That is correct, My Lady.  

 But sir, is your defence not that you thought that you are in danger 

and wanted to shoot the person that put you in danger.  Is that not your 

defence? --- No, My Lady.   

 You say no?  --- [No audible answer]  

COURT:   There are two questions.   

MR NEL:  I will do it again.  Is it your defence that you fired at the attacker? --- 

No, My Lady.   

 Or wait, I will put it differently.  Did you fire at the perceived 

attacker?  --- I fired at the door My Lady.   

 No, no. Listen to my question, Mr Pistorius!  I am not going to let this 

one go. --- I have ...[intervened]  



 Is it your defence that you fired at the perceived attacker? --- No, 

that was not mine.  

 Good.  Then what is your defence? --- My defence is as I have said 

My Lady, I heard the noise and I did not have time to interpret it and I fired my 

firearm out of fear, My Lady.   

 No, then out of fear by accident. Because I do not understand your 

defence.  You cannot have two.  Do you know… You understand that you 

cannot have two defences? You understand that? --- I understand that My 

Lady.  

 Now the way I understand the case is that you acted in putative self 

defence and I know it is a big word, but I will try and assist you with that.  That 

you perceived an attack, that your fired at the attacker to kill him, or to ward off 

the attack. That is not true.  Am I right? --- I did not fire to kill anyone My, Lady.   

 Or to ward off an attack. --- My Lady, I did not have time to think, I 

heard this noise and I thought it was somebody coming out of to attack me, so 

I fired my firearm.   

 Your defence has now changed sir, from putative self defence to 

involuntary action.  Is that what you are telling me? --- I do not understand the 

law Madam, what I can reply and tell the court. is what I am asked and I  can 

reply as to what I thought.  

 But I would not say I understand the law, I would not say that, but 

that is what I hear.  That your defence is now one of putative self defence 

anymore.  You can forget that.  --- I do not understand ...[intervened]  



 It is now I have… I do not know why I fired.  --- No, I am not saying I 

do not know why.  I have given a reason to why I fired My Lady.  I thought 

...[intervened]  

 You fired ...[intervened] --- I thought somebody was coming out to 

attack me.  

 But you did not fire at that person. --- I fired in the direction of where 

I thought the attack was coming from My Lady.  

 No.  You see Mr Pistorius, you are now… You now have to give a lot 

of answers and you know why Mr Pistorius?  It is because you know exactly 

you fired at Reeva.  These other versions of yours cannot work.  --- It is not 

true, My Lady, I ...[intervened]  

 You fired at her. You did.   Why are you getting emotional now? ---  

[Accused crying aloud in a broken voice]…  I did not fire at Reeva ! 

 My Lady, the witness is emotional.  May we take an adjournment 

again.     

COURT:   The court will adjourn.   

 

COURT ADJOURNS [12:04]             ~ ~ ~             [12:20] COURT RESUMES 

 

COURT:   Are you fine, Mr Pistorius?  ---  Yes, thank you, M'Lady. 

 Sorry, I did not see you sir.   

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, two things.  The first one is that when I objected about 

the slamming of the door, on whether that was said or not, I undertook to come 



back to you. 

COURT:   Yes, yes. 

MR ROUX:   We in fact listened to the recording of before tea time.  He did in 

fact refer to the slamming of the door. 

COURT:   Yes. 

MR ROUX:  Ms Johnson was present with me.  The second one M'Lady, I 

understand cross-examination, but I think it is quite patent now, that if you 

come to certain aspects of the evening, that the witness will get emotional and 

it is being repeated and repeated and I have a difficulty to understand, whether 

that is really a necessary part of cross-examination.  It has ended up every 

time in the same emotional situation and I have a difficulty with that.  The 

repetition on the same parts of that evening, causing that emotional reaction. 

COURT:   Yes, let us hear.       

MR NEL:   With the utmost respect, M'Lord.  I do not agree.  I have not 

repeated.  We have…today we have started at a point and we moved through.  

I have not repeated anything today.  I object to what was just said about my 

cross-examination, M'Lady.  I have a different view of the emotion.  I might 

think differently about why he became emotional.  But with the utmost respect, 

M'Lady, it…his emotions cannot be blamed on me today. 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Roux? 

MR ROUX:   Well M'Lady, this is not the first time that he is questioned on 

exactly the same aspect.  It was Friday.  It was Thursday and it has become a 

repetition and the emotional response is the same and it is causing a delay.  It 



is not that I did not allow Mr Nel to test and to test and to test again.  Well I am 

just saying, I do not believe we are getting anywhere, by going to that 

emotional aspect of the events of the evening.  It is a repetition. 

COURT:   Yes.  Well, I do not think it is a repetition.  I would have stopped Mr 

Nel if I thought it was a repetition. 

MR ROUX:   As the court pleases, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Nel? 

MR NEL:   As the court pleases.  Mr Pistorius, I am going to argue, that you 

got emotional because you got your defences mixed up and that is the reason 

why you just got emotional.  Nothing else.  What do you want to say to that?  --

-  It is not true, M'Lady.   

 Where Mr Roux is correct, I on Friday on one occasion said to you, you 

wanted to shoot Reeva.  You did not burst into tears.  You just said no.  Why 

today?  ---  I do not know, M'Lady.   

 I do and that is because, Mr Pistorius, you were…I indicated to you 

how you got your defences mixed up.  That caused the emotion in 

you...[intervenes]  ---  M'Lady...[intervenes] 

 Nothing else?  ---  I do not even understand the differences and the 

defences.  I do not understand the law.  So it is not for that reason, M'Lady.   

 That is why you cried.  Because you do not understand the 

implications.  That is why you got emotional.  But we will carry on.  But now I 

have to start and for me to take it further, I have to start again.  Now Mr 

Pistorius, before we got to the noise in the bathroom, you screamed again.  Am 



I right?  Before we got to the noise of the perceived opening of the door, you 

screamed.  Am I right?  ---  I…I did shout, M'Lady. 

 Good, what?  ---  For the persons to get out. 

 What did you…can you remember what you screamed, shouted?  ---  I 

think I just shouted: ‘Get out.’ 

 Are you sure?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady.  That is what I remember. 

 If I put it on record, I…all you can remember is, that you shouted: ‘Get 

out.’  Am I right?  ---  If I may just think about…that is correct, M'Lady. 

 If you shouted: ‘Get out’, would that have caused for Reeva to 

respond?  ---  I do not think so, M'Lady. 

 But in Friday, remember, we were indeed…I challenged you on the fact 

that, why did Reeva not respond?  Did you not address her as well, in the 

bathroom?  ---  I addressed her in the bathroom after I had fired the…after I 

had discharged the firearm, M'Lady.  I said: ‘Reeva, phone the police.’ 

 I know.  I am asking you, before, Mr Pistorius.  Just answer  the 

questions.  You have given a version.  Did you not shout at them to get out and 

for Reeva to phone the police, before you discharged the firearm?  ---  When I 

was in the passage, I did, M'Lady.  But when I was in the bathroom, I cannot 

remember. 

 You see, why can you not remember if you shouted at Reeva in the 

bathroom?  Because that…we dealt with that on Friday.  That is indeed so.  

Why can you not remember today?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 No, you see, there must be reasons.  Not sure, is not a reason.  Give 



the court a reason why not?  ---  I remember saying: ‘Get out.’  Screaming: 

‘Get out.’  Or shouting: ‘Get out.’  I…it is possible that I could have shouted for 

Reeva to phone the police.  It was kind of like whatever I was saying in the 

passage, I did not know what else words to use.  I was just repeating those 

same words. 

 But one thing we know and the court could be certain of.  Is that you 

never said: ‘I am armed, I am going to shoot’?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Why not?  ---  Because I never intended to shoot, M'Lady and I did not 

want the person to know that I was armed, or what my position was.  I did not 

want to scare them and maybe have them react in a more hostile way towards 

me. 

 But you…but…let us deal with that.  You were armed?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady. 

 And…but you never said to them, that you armed.  Why not?  ---  As I 

just said, M'Lady, I did not want to evoke or I think, if I had said that I was 

armed, I had told somebody I was armed, it might leave them with less options 

if they were also armed.  That they might react more neg…more violently or 

more defensively or attacking in a different manner.  I did not think about that 

at the time.  I did not think about: ‘Now, must I tell this person I am armed’ or… 

 You see, you were in control of the whole situation.  Your evidence in 

itself indicates, a person in control.  What is the word you use with the 

washing…’combat mode’.  What is combat mode?  ---  I do not know if I used 

the word ‘combat mode’, M'Lady, but I...[intervenes] 



 Stealth mode?  ---  I definitely did not use the word ‘stealth mode.’ 

 Have you ever used the word ‘combat mode’ in a Twitter or Facebook?  

---  Ja, I am sure I have, M'Lady. 

 What is that?  ---  It is a mind-set that you trained in.  That if a situation 

occurs, that you go and seek the perceived threat. 

 And that is what you did?  ---  Ja, that is what I tried to do.  I did not 

have my prosthetic legs on, like I had when I had been trained, but 

my...[intervenes] 

 Been trained?  Is that the word you used?  I just did not get the word?  

---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Okay.  So you have been trained?  ---  Yes.  As Mr Rens said.  He 

testified, that when somebody hears a danger, you go and you make sure that 

your body is not a…concealed as much as you can.  You do not make your 

profile wide. 

 You…I know you think that is a good answer, but being a trained 

person, the court will accept you, or will expect you, not to fire without reason.  

Being a trained person?  ---  M'Lady, I do not think that is a good answer.  I am 

just saying what I have been asked on. 

 But then I put to you.  If you tell this court that you trained to deal with 

this kind of situations, the court will not accept easily, that you made a 

mistake?  ---  I never said I was trained that…to deal with this type of situation, 

M'Lady. 

 What did you say you were trained for?  ---  I said, what was referring 



to in a combat mode, what one would be trained as.  Not in this situation. 

 Were you trained to com…for combat mood…mode?  ---  No, we have 

spoken on the range about what one would do if you have a burglary.  If one 

is…there is a perceived danger.  How would you go in the manner of clearing a 

room. 

 We have that.  Where when you should shoot, or not shoot and things 

like that.  That is part of it.  But what…remember, it is a part of it.  When you 

should shoot or not?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 That you put in your tests?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 You said: ‘When I was trained.’  What did you mean by ‘when I was 

trained’?  ---  Well it was asked…it was in response to a question that was 

posed to me, about ‘combat mode’ and as Mr Rens was here and he testified, 

on one of the…on a occasion at his range, I cannot remember if it was one or 

more, we had a conversation as to what one would do, if one was in a situation 

where there was a danger.  Not necessarily at home or how one would go 

about.  They do a lot of police training there.  They do a lot of conflict type 

situation training there and so, we had a basic conversation about one would 

do.  So that is my understanding of the  question that was asked to me. 

 Now Mr Pistorius, are you saying, that your door made a particular 

sound if it opened?  ---  Yes, that is correct, M'Lady. 

 And that is the sound that you heard?  ---  No, that is not what I am 

saying. 

 What did you?  ---  I am saying, I heard a noise inside the bathroom 



and I perceived that noise to be at that time, the noise of the door opening. 

 You see, that is tailoring.  You know that it makes a noise and now you 

want to say, that is the kind of noise you heard?  Or was it not the kind of noise 

you heard?  ---  It was a similar type of noise.  I did not have time to think.  I 

had heard the noise and then I...[intervenes] 

 But it never opened?  That we know.  The door never opened?   ---  

That is correct, M'Lady. 

 So, it could not have been that noise at all?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 And you saying, that you think it was that noise, is tailoring.  It is 

building a version?  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 Did you hear movement in the toilet?  ---  I heard a wo…it sounded like 

wood moving, M'Lady. 

 Not people mov…it sounded like wood moving?  ---  Correct, M'Lady. 

 Not a clip sound it made when it opened?  Wood moving?  What is 

wood moving?  ---  I do not remember ever using the word clip sound, M'Lady. 

 What did you say, what sound did your door make when it…when you 

opened it?  ---  I said it made a noise.  It was the wood…it was the frame and 

the door opening against each other. 

 Is that what you heard?  Is that a wood moving sound?  ---  Well, it is a 

wood abrasion noise or sounded…I did not…M'Lady, I heard a noise come 

from the toilet which I perceived as being the door opening.  So… 

 Sir, I am not…I am not interested in your perceptions now or what you 



perceived.  I am interested in what you heard, please.  What did you hear?  ---  

I guess in retrospect, M'Lady, I probably heard the magazine rack moving. 

 You know what, I do not want us to later disagree.  You heard the 

magazine rack moving?  Is that what you heard?  ---  I guess that is what I 

heard, M'Lady. 

 Then I am going to show you something.  M'Lady, may I converse with 

the people behind? 

COURT:   Yes, go ahead. 

MR NEL:   I apologise, M'Lady.  It may take a while to get it, but I think it is 

important that we have it.   

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:   Will the court grant me just a moment? 

COURT:  That is fine.  

MR NEL:   M'Lady, the photograph will be in Exhibit VV.  But there it is.  That is 

a part of Exhibit VV, M'Lady.  Photograph 27.  Now, you see Mr Pistorius, if 

you look at that photograph, from the bottom up in the photograph as one can 

see it, bullet A is aimed at the toilet.  You see that?  If you look at just the 

trajectory.  You see that?  ---  Yes, M'Lady. 

 Now the evidence is that, that struck her in the right hip and  Captain 

Mangena’s reconstruction is, she then fell on the magazine rack.  Did you hear 

that?  ---  Did I hear his evidence, M'Lady? 

 Ja, that he said that?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 And you know what sir, you heard the magazine rack.  That is why you 



changed.  C and D, is aimed to where you know the magazine rack was.  You 

in fact heard the magazine rack, but changed your aim to go for that particular 

noise, after A?  ---  M'Lady, the magazine rack was not found where C and D 

was.  It was found in the corner of the toilet. 

 Mr Pistorius, listen to me.  I am saying, you heard the magazine rack 

and you changed your aim?  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. 

 Because I was waiting for you to say, you heard the magazine rack.  

That you did, is when she fell on the magazine rack and you changed your 

aim?  ---  M'Lady, I would not have possibly heard her fall on the magazine 

rack.  Because according to the state’s evidence, the fourth shot missed, or 

one of the shots missed.  I would not have heard anyone fall inside of a toilet, 

whilst I was shooting. 

 Let us just…I say I do not know what you are answering, Mr Pistorius.  

But the magazine rack we know you heard.  That is why  you changed your 

aim?  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 And that is…fits 100 percent into Captain Mangena’s testimony.  That 

A hit her in the hip, she fell on the magazine rack and you fired C and D.  Now 

before we carry on, when you fired those shots, we have covered it and I just 

want to…I have to every time there is a break, I have to just also catch up.  

You never aimed.  You aimed at the door, am I right?  ---  We have been 

through aimed and pointed at, M'Lady.  I have said, I have not aimed at the 

door. 

 Okay, you had never aimed at the door.  You just pointed your gun, in 



your right hand, towards the door?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 And you discharged the firearm?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Remember that your pathologist said that, it was quite a good 

grouping.  Are you saying that, that grouping, especially B, C and D, just 

happened by coincidence?  ---  No, I am not, M'Lady. 

 What then?  ---  M'Lady, that is my pathologist’s understanding of a 

close grouping, of a...[intervenes] 

 Now what…no, please carry on?  ---  Over 4 meters, it is, or 5 meters a 

distance, it is not…  

[NO AUDIBLE RECORDING 12:39:26 to 12:39:46] 

 Regarding the first shot?  ---  No, I do not, M'Lady.  Because they do 

not discuss things like this with me.  They have taken all the photos of Reeva 

out of my files, so I do not have to look at them.  So I do not discuss these sort 

of things with them. 

 No, but this is a door and this is a reconstruction of a scene.  Was that 

discussed with you?  ---  I do not understand. 

 Was it discussed with you, that you fired and in which sequence the 

bullets hit her?  ---  No, M'Lady.  The first time I heard that evidence was from 

Professor Saayman’s…Professor Saay…I believe, Professor Saayman’s 

evidence, was the first time that I had heard in which order the bullets had 

struck Reeva. 

 Before we moved on, I have to just cover one aspect as far as 

the…what you shouted at the intruders.  You said that, they should get out of 



your house.  You never said to them, that you armed.  Now, they were in the 

toilet?  As far…you knew they were in the toilet, thought they were in the toilet.  

Am I right?  ---  I thought there was a possibility that one or more persons was 

in the toilet, or on the ladder, M'Lady. 

 How would they get out of the toilet?  ---  Through the window, M'Lady. 

 Through the window and then, go where?  Fall down two ste…two 

fli…two storeys?  ---  M'Lady, this question was posed to me on Thursday or 

Friday already.  Where we discussed the two possibilities.  Mr Nel put to me, 

that either they could have come out of the bathroom, or they could have gone 

out the window with the ladder.  We have already covered this, M'Lady. 

 I am doing it again.  How would yo…do..did you at the time, you saying 

‘get out of my house’, they in the toilet.  What did you think?  How will they get 

out?  ---  I did not…I was not thinking, M'Lady...[intervenes] 

Exact...[intervenes]  ---  I was screaming for the person to get out, get 

out. 

You see, ‘I was not thinking’ is not good for you, Mr Pistorius.  ‘I was 

not thinking’ is so reckless, at least.  I was not thinking, I just fired?  ---  That is 

incorrect. 

 Is that what you saying?  ---  No, that is not what I am saying, M'Lady. 

 What are you saying then?  ---  I am saying, as I said about ten 

minutes ago, M'Lady.  At the time I could not think of any other words to say, 

except for ‘get out’ and for Reeva to phone the police.  Those are the two lines 

that I remember distinctively repeating.  If…my inference is, that they came in 



the window, surely they could get out of the window of the toilet. 

 Mr Pistorius, one of the ways of getting out, was to come through the 

door?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 You never gave them a chance, on your version?  Because that door 

never moved?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 So, you said to people ‘get out’ and you never gave them a chance to 

do?  ---  I shouted and screamed for the people to get out and when 

I...[intervenes] 

 You did not know who was in that toilet, am I right?  ---  I did not, 

M'Lady. 

 You did not know how many people were in there?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 You did not know if they were armed?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 You did not know, if it could have been a child?  ---  That is correct. 

 It could have been anyone?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 It could have been a burglar unarmed?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 But you gave them no chance.  You just fired?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady. 

 Now, there is one other aspect that I want to test you on.  M'Lady, may 

I ask for a demonstration.  May I ask the Investigating Officer to go towards the 

door.  May I ask the Investigating Officer to go inside the toilet.  Open the door 

and go inside.  He is in possession of the keys.  Captain, put the keys in the 

lock and lock the door please.  Are you struggling to get the key in?  There you 



go.  Captain, just close the door.  Wait, can you or not?  Okay.  So just put the 

key back. Take the…open it up, take the key out, put the key back in and close 

it, lock it.  You never heard that, Mr Pistorius?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Captain, whilst you there.  M'Lady, with respect, with leave of the court, 

can I just do another demonstration.  That door opens to the outside there, am 

I right?  ---  It opens to the bathroom, M'Lady. 

 Ja.  Captain, would you…would you sit on the toilet bowl for me.  

M'Lady, I just want to make a demonstration.  It is not a joke or trying to be. 

COURT:   I am not even sure what you demonstrating. 

MR NEL:   If Reeva was on the toilet, to close that door, she must get up and 

go out.  Or can you close it from inside, Captain?  If it is open totally?  If it is 

open like that?  If you want to get…if you want to close it?  You can stand 

inside, but you have to reach to get it and you taller than she is.  Thank you, 

M'Lady, that is the two things I wanted to show.  But it opens to the outside.  

You never heard the locking of the door?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Why would you not have heard that?  ---  I do not know.  Maybe the 

door was slammed and locked at the same time.  I do not know why, M'Lady.   

 You see, we have to think in all those things to make your version 

probable.  We have to think that, it slammed and locked at the same time.  

Otherwise, you would have heard it.  Because you were quiet?  ---  I was busy 

shouting, :M'Lady.  I was not quiet. 

 Oh.  Let us then deal with your shouting.  You shouted and screamed 

in the passage and you shouted and screamed, in the bathroom?  ---  That is 



correct, M'Lady. 

 You then fired the shots after that?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 I have heard your evidence about, Stipp.  Your evidence about the 

Stipp is that, the first shots they heard, those were the…when you discharged 

your gun?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 And your version now would be, that is the screams that they heard, 

before the shots?  ---  I do not…I do not understand, Mr Nel’s...[intervenes] 

 They said, they heard a woman screaming before the shots.  That must 

be yours?  ---  My voice was the only voice that was screaming that night, 

M'Lady. 

 Okay.  So what they heard, must have been your voice?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady. 

 So, even on your version, they correct.  Except, they say the light was 

on?  ---  Which part of their evidence and which Stipp, M'Lady?  Because they 

are two individuals, they gave different evidence...[intervenes] 

 No...[intervenes]  ---  If we can maybe talk about which 

Stipp...[intervenes] 

 No...[intervenes]  ---  Said which evidence. 

 No.  Both said, immediately after the shots, when they looked, the 

lights were on.  Both.  Take it from me.  Why?  They said the lights were on.  

Even on your version, excepting what they said, the lights were on?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  I think they did…I think they both did say that, M'Lady. 

 So, they must be lying?  ---  They must be, M'Lady.  I do not remember 



the lights being on and I cannot remember when I switched the lights on, as I 

have said before. 

 That is a good answer.  ‘I cannot remember the lights being on.’  That 

is what you said?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Is it possible that the lights were on?  ---  No.  After the shooting, I do 

not know when I put the lights on.  So they said, immediately after the 

shooting, we worked through their time frame and remem….if I remember 

correctly, what Mr Stipp tried to put in as moments, became 10 minutes.  That 

is why I am asking. 

 No.  You see, this is now the best part of your argument.  There is no 

way, that Mr Stipp’s moments for the lights, became 10 minutes.  Why do you 

say that?  ---  I did not follow that question, I am sorry. 

 You said, ‘moments for Mr Stipp became 10 minutes’?  ---  It was Mr 

Stipp...[intervenes] 

 That is what you said?  ---  It was Mr Stipp or Mrs Stipp’s evidence, 

M'Lady. 

 No, it is...[intervenes]  ---  Where time was not a rel…was not of any 

relevance.  It was not...[intervenes] 

 No...[intervenes]  ---  There was not a set point.  If I remember their 

evidence, they said they heard, what was put to me on Friday, was that there 

was shouting between the gunshots, which was on the state’s version.  But the 

cricket bat and the gunshots are different on their versions.  When I was hitting 

the door with the cricket bat, I was crying out.  I was screaming.  So, I do not 



say Mr and Mrs Stipp are lying when they said that. 

 We dealing with the lights, sir.  I  know you want to argue and that has 

been how you have been giving your evidence.  They must be lying about the 

light?  ---  They said they heard…they said they saw the lights on immediately 

after the shooting, M'Lady.   

 Yes?  ---  If that was the first shooting, that is incorrect. 

 Then they heard screaming, as far as they were concerned, between 

the two shots they have heard.  Was that also you?  ---  On the state’s 

evidence of the gunfire, or on the first shots? 

 Sir, no but they said…they said, between the noises they heard 

screaming.  Was that you?  ---  Which, which shots, M'Lady?  Because they 

said, they heard screaming between the shots, the second shots.  That is what 

they said.  Which the state says is gunshots. 

 No, not while the shots were on, sir.  Between the first shot and the 

second shot, there were screaming.  Was that you?  ---  On which series of 

noises, M'Lady.  On the first series or the second series? 

 You see, I do not know why you do not understand.  I think you do not 

want to.  The Stipp’s gave evidence, that there was…they heard sounds.  They 

heard a woman scream again.  Then they heard sounds again.  Is that…can 

you remember that?  Can you?  Mr Pistorius, is there a problem?  You quiet, 

looking at the court?  ---  No, I am not understanding the question, M'Lady.  

I…if Mr Nel can just tell me, which r…which…because remember the Stipp’s 

said, that the shots, the gunshots were the second grouping.  Or the second 



noises they heard. 

 Yes.  They heard screaming before then, the second sounds.  Who 

was that?  ---  That was myself, M'Lady. 

Why?  What did you scream about?  ---  I was screaming out for 

Reeva.  I was screaming out for her to phone the police. 

No but she…by that time, on your version, she was already shot?  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady. 

So did you, after that, did you still scream out for her to phone the 

police?  ---  Yes, M'Lady. 

Up until the time that…you screamed for her to phone the police, up 

until the time that you broke down the door?  ---  No, I screamed for her to 

phone the police, up until the time that I got to the bed, M'Lady.  When I 

walked back to the bed. 

Right, now were there screams up until the time, on your version, that 

you hit the ba…the door with the bat?  ---  Yes, there were screams. 

What did you scream?  ---  I screamed Reeva’s name out.  I 

screamed...[intervenes] 

Why?  ---  Because I wanted to know where she was, M'Lady.   

So, you screamed Reeva’s name out, during the time that you hit the 

bat on the door?  --- Did I hit…Iindistinct]…Yes, when I hit the bat on the door, 

M'Lady, I was screaming out her name. 

So, they heard a woman.  But it was you?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

Now, have you had your voice tested?  ---  I have, M'Lady. 



And could you listen to your voice?  ---  Yes, I could…I have not 

listened to my voice, but I have watched interviews where I have been on fields 

playing football with people and I shouted out and screamed out and I have 

told…I have not watched, or listened to the recording.  But form the recording 

that was done, my voice can be of a high pitch. 

So, you have a recording where your voice is of high pitch?  ---  I do 

not have a recording like that, M'Lady.  I know that there were 

tests...[intervenes] 

Do your team have?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady.  I know...[intervenes] 

No, you have to be sure.  Are you telling me, that you do not know if 

your legal team is in possession of a recording, where you screaming high 

pitch, with a high pitch voice?  ---  Yes, they do have a recording like that, 

M'Lady.  I do not have it though. 

Now, do you have any idea why that was never played to the 

witnesses, to identify your voice?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady.  There might be a 

specialist that will come and testify to that. 

No, no.  That is not the question.  That is not the question.  The 

question is, do you know why that recording was never played to the 

witnesses, so they could say if that is what they heard or not?  ---  I do not…I 

do not…that was never done, M'Lady. 

But where you sitting, would that not be the best thing to do?  They 

have heard a woman.  If you can scream like a woman, to play it to them so 

they can say, if that is what they heard?  ---  M'Lady, my counsel, what they 



decide to ask and what they do not decide to ask, is up to them.  I think they 

have got far better things to look at.  They have got people a lot closer, that 

were not 170 meters away, that heard completely different things, M'Lady.  

There were many statements that said, they did not hear that. 

I am not going to take you on, on that.  Even if you say that.  Those 

people will come and give evidence.  We know what everybody heard.  For 

you, would you…do you not think it would be prudent to play the recording, so 

the witnesses can say if that is what they heard or not?  You, not just you, not 

anybody else?  ---  I do not know, M'Lady. 

Why do you not know?  You must have a view?  ---  I am not an 

attorney, M'Lady. 

No, no, I know.  But you must have a view?  ---  I have got 

a...[intervenes] 

The people can hear and listen and ...[intervenes] 

COURT:   Mr Nel, if he does not have a view about this, he does not have a 

view.  Is it not up to the legal representative to do that? 

MR NEL:   Yes, M'Lady.  I will not pursue it further, but I have asked him what 

his view was and he is giving instructions to his legal team and that is my aim. 

COURT:   He says he does not have a view. 

MR NEL:   Thank you, M'Lady.  Mr Pistorius…shall I carry on? 

COURT:   Yes, you may. 

MR NEL:   Mr Pistorius, have you listened to the recording of you screaming 

with a high pitch voice?  ---  No, M'Lady. 



 Were you taken somewhere to scream at a high pitch voice?  ---  Yes, 

M'Lady.   

 So, you went into a stereo or something to scream at a high pitch 

voice?  ---  That is not true, M'Lady.   

 Where did you go to scream at a high pitch voice?  ---  At my place 

where I reside at the moment, M'Lady.  M'Lady, if I can just say, that I have 

never screamed like that before.  I had a…I do not know if…I cannot remember 

what I sounded like on that night, it was after the gunshots had gone off.  But I 

was screaming out for…screaming out to Reeva, I was screaming for the Lord 

to help me.  I ran onto the balcony.  I scream…I shouted and screamed for 

help and I do not think one scream was the same.  You do not scream in a 

monotone fashion.  When you in desperation, you scream out as loud as you 

can. 

 But one thing we know is that, if we have…like the state witnesses 

were correct in hearing, somebody screamed.  Because that happened?  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Now if…it was not only crying, it was screaming?  ---  And shouting. 

 Screaming and shouting.  It was not only crying, am I right?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady. 

 So if the Burgers said that they heard screaming, they correct.  That 

was you?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Now, the firing of the shots and I am not rehashing.  We have not been 

back to it now.  The...[intervenes]  ---  Sorry M'Lady, I do not…Mr Nel put to me 



the Burgers.  Mrs Michelle Burger, was the only one that came and gave 

evidence, I believe out of the two in that couple.  It was the Stipp’s.  The 

Stipp’s, they were both in a couple and Johnson and Burger.  I do not 

remember the Burgers. 

 I…I…you again…you have a sense for detail.  Johnson and Burger 

were married and you right.  Johnson and Burger.  I refer to them as the 

Burgers, but your sense for detail is correct.  Although they married, they have 

different surnames.  You right.  Does that satisfy you?  ---  Thank you, M'Lady. 

 Now, the…we will deal in the next five minutes with double tap of rapid 

succession.  What was it that you shot?  ---  I fired in very quick succession, 

M'Lady. 

 How do you know that?  ---  Because I remember it, M'Lady. 

 What do you remember?  ---  I remember discharging my firearm as 

quick as I could. 

 And stopping.  Why did you stop?  ---  I do not remember, M'Lady. 

 Why did you only fire four times?  On your version, when you 

got…when you heard the voice, you started firing.  Why only four?  ---  I did not 

say I heard a voice, M'Lady. 

 No, not a voice.  Noise.  ---  I am struggling to keep up with what is 

being put to me, M'Lady, because I have not said many of these things that are 

getting put to me.   

 You heard a noise, am I right?  ---  Yes, M'Lady.  When I heard a 

noise...[intervenes] 



 And that caused you to fire?  Am I right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 And you then started firing?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Why did you stop?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady.   

 Same here.  If your version now is that you just fired, because you 

were scared, why only four?  Why not empty the magazine?  ---  I am not sure, 

M'Lady. 

 Why not fire at the window?  ---  I do not understand why I would fire at 

the window, M'Lady. 

 I will tell you.  Because there might be somebody on the ladder with a 

gun?  ---  I thought that there was somebody in the door, M'Lady, in the toilet 

and my firearm was pointed towards the toilet. 

 Why did you not fire at the window?  Did you…did you not think that 

there is a danger there?  ---  My firearm was pointed at the door with the time 

that I fired, M'Lady.  At the time I heard the noise.  I did not change the position 

of the firearm.  I just started firing. 

 Did you ever think of firing into the shower, a warning shot?  ---  

M'Lady, if I had fired a shot into the shower, it would have ricocheted and 

possibly hit me. 

 That is the next question.  Firing into that door, in that small toilet, a 

ricochet of that ammunition would be possible and it would hit somebody?  Am 

I right?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 So, you foresaw the possibility.  If I fire in there and there is somebody 

in there, I will hit them?  ---  That is not what I said, M'Lady. 



 No, but I ask you.  Did you?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 What then?  When you fired in there, what did you think?  ---  As I said, 

I did not think.  My firearm was pointed at the door at that time, M'Lady. 

 But you thought of not firing in the shower, because there will be a 

ricochet?  Is that what you thought?  ---  No, I never said that. 

 What then?  ---  I never said I did not think of firing into the shower.  It 

is put to me now.  Why did I not fire into the shower. 

 I ask you again, why did you not fire into the shower, a warning shot?  -

--  M'Lady, I did not intend to fire my gun.  My gun was pointed at the door and 

when I heard the noise, I fired. 

 Okay, but then for…then, you did not intend to fire your gun.  Your gun 

just went off.  Can we…is that what we can accept for going forward in this 

matter?  ---  No, my gun did not just go off, M'Lady. 

 Now...[intervenes]  ---  I did not intend to fire, but I did fire.  It did not 

just go off. 

 But is it like the Glock?  Did it just go off?  Or did you pull the trigger?  -

--  I pulled the trigger, M'Lady. 

 Into the…in…why?  ---  Because I perceived danger to be coming out 

to attack me, M'Lady.   

 But you did not…then when you said you did not fire at the danger, did 

you fire at the danger?  ---  I fired where the firearm was pointed, where I 

perceived the danger to be.  That is correct. 

 You see Mr Pistorius, when you want to, you fired at the danger and 



when you do not want to, the shots just go off.  Can you remember what your 

evidence-in-chief was?  ---  M'Lady, there is a difference in firing at a point, 

where I thought the danger was and where my firearm was already pointed at 

the point of danger and when I heard the noise. 

 Was it mere coincidence then?  ---  No, it is not at all what I am saying. 

 Did you aim to shoot there?  ---  No, I did not aim at any point, M'Lady. 

 Was it just lucky, that your gun was pointed in the direction of the 

noise?  ---  How would that be lucky?  She lost her life, M'Lady. 

 No, Mr Pistorius.  You now try and to get emotional again.  But it is not 

worth your while.  M'Lady, it is one.  May we take the adjournment? 

COURT:   May I see counsel outside. 

MR NEL:   Yes, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Court will adjourn. 

 

COURT ADJOURNS [13:02]             ~ ~ ~             [14:02] COURT RESUMES 

 

COURT:  You are still under oath, Mr Pistorius.   ---  Thank you,  My Lady. 

 Yes, Mr Nel? 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS: (s.u.o.) 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  May it please the court, My 

Lady.  Mr Pistorius, what did you think what will happen if you fire through the 

door?   ---  I did not have time to think about that, My Lady. 

 So that... it never crossed your mind that you would kill the people in 



that toilet?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 So that was not your intention?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 But today, if you have time to think, if you fire through the door, what 

would happen?   ---  If I think back today, My Lady, if there was someone that 

was inside the toilet and I knew about that and I fired at the door, then that 

would be a possibility, My Lady. 

 What would be a possibility?   ---  That they could get shot, My Lady. 

 It is a probability?   ---  Yes, My Lady. 

 If you fired four times, it becomes a very good probability that you will 

hit somebody in that toilet?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Now you did not fire a warning shot into the shower area?  Is that 

correct?   ---  I did not shoot a warning shot at all, My Lady. 

 Now I just want to go back and just test one other aspect and that is, 

before you ventured into the passage, if you fired a warning shot down that 

passage, that would have scared anybody, am I right?   ---  I am sure it would 

have scared someone, yes, My Lady. 

 And why did you not do that?  Just fire a shot down the passage into 

the wall?   ---  I do not know My Lady.   

 Reeva going to the toilet, she would have had to walk down a dark 

passage?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Into a dark bathroom?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And she never put on the light?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Why would she not put on the light?   ---  I am not sure, My Lady.  She 



had her cell phone with her.  So maybe she was using that for light. 

 That is the answer I waited for.  You see... did you see that?  If she 

used her cell phone for light Mr Pistorius, you are... as far as your version is 

concerned, it is even in worse trouble.  You would have seen a light walking 

down the passage.   ---  It does not change anything, My Lady.  My back was 

towards her.  It does not matter if she had a light or not. 

 No, Mr Pistorius.  It is devastating for you.  In pitch dark a light of a cell 

phone used as a flash light, would have drawn your attention much easier than 

a little blue light.   ---  It would have drawn my attention if I was facing the 

passage, My Lady, but I was not facing the passage. 

 No, even in peripheral vision, Mr Pistorius.   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 You would have seen it in peripheral vision.  It was pitch dark. ---  I 

would have  [intervenes] 

 You would have seen that flash light of the cell phone.   ---  I did not 

say she used her flash light on her cell phone, My Lady. 

 What did you say?   ---  I said she would have used her light.  Often at 

night when I go to the bathroom, I just take the screen of my phone and that 

gives me enough light to see where I am walking [intervenes] 

 I [intervenes]   ---  And even peripheral vision does not mean vision 

behind you. 

 Now [intervenes]   ---  If my back was towards Reeva I would have not 

have been able to see her.  Whether she used her phone for light or not. 



 No, well you see unfortunately I have to test you on it, because if you... 

if you were still bringing in the fans and you put the tripod fan where you said 

you put it, the passage would have been... if you faced the bed to your left, am 

I right?   ---  Correct.  If you are facing the bed the passage is to the left. 

 But you never faced the bed?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 Right, on to your right, the passage would be in clear view?  If you just 

turn your head to the right?   ---  If you are going now from left to right, so now 

you are in the middle which is in the opposite direction of the passage, the 

door are in the opposite direction of the passage. 

 Mr Pistorius, this is not good for you.  You said you never faced the 

bed.  If you face away from the bed and you just turn your head to the right, 

you would see the passage, am I right?   ---  Sorry, My Lady, may Mr Nel 

please ask that question again? 

 Mr Pistorius, if you face away from the bed, you put the fan down and 

you are facing away from the bed, do you have that?   --- Yes, I do, My Lady. 

 If you then turn your head to the right, you would look down the 

passage?   ---  If you turned your head to the right, you would look down the 

passage. 

 Yes.  And if there was... let us say there was a clear light to your right, 

your peripheral vision would have picked that up?   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 Good.  Now being pitch dark a cell phone would have been in your... a 

cell phone screen light even would have been in your peripheral vision.  If your 



version is correct, why did you not pick it up?   ---  Because I never said my 

back was facing the bed and on that direction on the foot of the bed, my back 

was facing the passage.  Mr Nel’s implying that I turned 90 degrees to put 

down the fan, which I never did. 

 I see.   ---  I simply brought the fan in and I placed it and we do not 

know when Reeva got up out of bed. 

 Well, not on your version, you are right, because it never happened in 

the way you said it, is that not so?   ---  That is not true, My Lady. 

 Now remember I said I just wanted to test something, and then we go 

back to the bathroom.  You in fact, when I said if she switched the light on... 

why did she not switch the light on and you said that perhaps she took her 

phone along as a source of light.   ---  Perhaps, My Lady.  I made my way to 

the bathroom without a source of light.  Maybe she did.  I do not know.  I would 

not be able to say she [intervenes] 

 But it would be easy for her to switch the light on when she enters the 

bathroom?   ---  But she did not do that, My Lady. 

 Except if we accept Stipps’ version.  Stipps’ version said it was on.   ---

  That was not the truth, My Lady. 

 Now the [intervenes]   ---  And that was not the evidence of the Stipps, 

My Lady.  They did not say before Reeva went to the bathroom, she switched 

the light on.  They said after the shooting they immediately saw the light on.  It 

was never their evidence that they saw the light on at that point. 

 Did you switch it on?   ---  No, My Lady, I did not switch it on at that 



point. 

 Who is the only other person that could have switched it on?   --- They 

were not on.  So there was nobody else that could have switched them on at 

that point. 

 You are arguing with the Stipps.  Let us take the Stipp’s evidence and 

you are right.  On the Stipps’ evidence, if you did not switch it on, who could 

perceivably have switched it on, who?   --- My Lady, there are two points here.  

The one point was that the Stipps said the lights were on.  It was... inferring 

that the Stipps said the lights were on when Reeva went to the bathroom, that 

she switched the lights on.  That was never the evidence of the Stipps. 

 Mr Pistorius, there is one aspect I have to just canvass again.  We will 

not come back to this tomorrow, so we will finalise it today.  When you fired the 

shots, could you just indicate to the court where your gun was?  Where did you 

hold your gun?   ---  I held my gun up like this, My Lady. 

 Now you have got your arm in a normal shooting position?   --- No, I do 

not think that is a normal shooting position at all, My Lady. 

 Is that not a normal shooting position?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 But it is at least shoulder height?   ---  It is probably about shoulder 

height.  I remember that. 

 So it was not next to you... you did not shoot from the hip?   --- No, 

My Lady.  A normal shooting position does not have anything to do with the 

height of the firearm.  You can hold the gun with your elbow completely bent at 

shoulder height or you can have your arm extremely extended at shoulder 



height.  So it has nothing to do with the height. 

 How did you have it?   ---  As I indicated, My Lady.  Like this. 

 At the shoulder height but your arm is not extended?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 And your gun is pointed at the door?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Now if you thought... you thought the intruder was coming out?   ---

  That is correct, My Lady. 

 That is why you shot?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 There are lots of other versions, but I just want to use this one.  So... 

and you thought that in coming out, they will have to open the door at the door 

handle?   ---  I did not have time to think about that, My Lady.  I perceived them 

as coming out so... 

 But let us just think about this.  There is no other way of them coming 

out.  ---  We have agreed that there is, My Lady. 

 Except the door.  Except the.... we never agreed but you said the 

window, and I give you that.  But let us just use the door.  Now for them to get 

out the door, they have to use the handle?   ---  Yes, of course, My Lady. 

 And you could see the handle in the bathroom?   ---  Yes, it was not 

clear.  It was dark, but I could see the outline.  I guess I did not focus on the 

handle of the door.  I was focussed on the door as a whole. 

 But on the position of the shots, did you not fire at the handle?   ---  I 

think you can see that that is not the case, My Lady. 

 Let us just ask you... if you wanted to shoot the intruder coming out, 



where would you have fired, if you wanted to?   ---  Probably higher, My Lady.  

Probably more in the direction of where the opening of the door would be, on 

the far right of the door and at a chest height. 

 So we can now exclude the fact that you shot at the intruders for once 

and for all today, based on the fact that you did not shoot at chest height?   ---

  If Mr Nel says so, My Lady then …[intervenes] 

 No, you are saying so.  You are saying so.   ---  I never said that, 

My Lady. 

 You said... But no, we are not going there again, but I will test you on 

it.  Did you fire to shoot the intruder?   ---  No, I did not My Lady.  I fired 

because I got a fright. 

 And it was all an accident.  Am I right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Now if there was an intruder in the toilet, would that have been an 

accident?   ---  I do not follow the question, My Lady. 

 If there was in fact an intruder in the toilet and you shot and killed an 

intruder, would that have been an accident?   ---  I never intended to shoot 

anyone, My Lady. 

 So even if there was an intruder, that would have been an accident?   -

--  Yes, My Lady. 

 Now Mr Pistorius, before we deal with what happened after the shots, 

for this accident... who do you blame for the accident?   ---  I blame myself. 

 So you at least blame yourself for an accident which was, what?   ---  I 

blame myself for taking Reeva’s life, My Lady. 



 In the following circumstances, Mr Pistorius:  Reeva would only have 

been with her right hip at bullet hole A if she was standing in front of the door 

talking to you, is that not what happened?   ---  No, My Lady. 

COURT:  Can you repeat that? 

MR NEL:  Reeva could only have been in the position behind the door, for 

bullet A to hit her in the right hip, if she was standing behind the door, facing 

the door.  Why would Reeva... it has been accepted by your pathologist and 

Captain Mangena that bullet hole (a) was the first shot.  Why would she stand 

there Mr Pistorius, if she was scared?   ---  I do not know, My Lady. 

 Because she was talking to you, sir.   ---  That is not true, My Lady. 

 All the screams and shouts... you screamed at her and she fled for her 

life.  Why would she... is that not true?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 Why would she stand upright at the door looking at you, looking at the 

danger?   ---  I do not know, My Lady.  I do not know if that is... how she was 

standing.  I do not know. 

 How do you think she was standing?   ---  I do not know, My Lady. 

 Now on Captain Mangena’s evidence, she was standing upright behind 

the door.  Bullet hole (A) hit her in the right hip.  Why would she be there, 

except if she was talking to you?   ---  I do not know, My Lady. 

COURT:  That question is a bit unfair.  If he says he does not know, I do not 

think you can ask it again and again.  Why?  He says he does not know.  We 

know she was standing in that position.  But he says he does not know. 

MR NEL:  With the utmost respect, My Lady, and I say it is not true, he knows. 



COURT:  No [intervenes] 

MR NEL:  He is hiding it. 

COURT:  We may infer from all the other evidence, from other facts 

[intervenes] 

MR NEL:  Yes. 

COURT:  That you know he knows.  But you cannot really say what he knows. 

MR NEL:  I will abide by the court’s decision, My Lady, although my case is 

different, My Lady.  My case is he knows that he shot her whilst she was 

talking to him.  Now I am just putting her in a position and he must tell us, 

because there is no other version for it, My Lady.  So... but My Lady, as I have 

said I will accept what the court indicated to me and I will move on.  

Mr Pistorius, can you still remember what your evidence in chief was about the 

firing of the shots?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 And I do not want to test your memory, because that is not the 

intention of this question.  I will put it to you what it was. 

 “Before I knew it, I had fired four shots at the door.” 

It is page 1475, My Lady.  Do you have the record?  I think it is at… Do you 

have that, Mr Pistorius?   ---  I do, My Lady. 

 Let us read from... Well, what I just read to you is 9 and 10. 

 “Before I knew it, I had fired four shots at the door.  My ears 

were ringing.  I could not hear anything.  So I shouted.  I kept on 

shouting for Reeva to phone the police.” 

Is that still your version?   ---  Yes, My Lady.  Before I could make sense of the 



situation I had fired four shots.  My ears were ringing at that point.  It was in a 

confined area. 

 But we now know that the four shots is in fact a reconstruction?   ---

  That is correct, My Lady.  We have... I have said that before. 

 Now what happened immediately after the shots were fired?   ---

 Immediately after the shots were fired, I stayed where I was and I shouted for 

Reeva. 

 Why did you stay where you were?   ---  Because I was not sure if the 

person was still going to come out of the toilet, if they were still coming up the 

ladder. 

 So you kept your eye on the ladder and on the door?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 And then?   ---  And I could not hear anything and I kept the firearm 

pointed in front of me and then I slowly made my way back... tracked to my bed 

shouting out for Reeva. 

 Now if you say ‘shouting’ would that be screaming or shouting?  I do 

not know... understand what do you... what do you mean?   --- Screaming, 

My Lady. 

 Screaming?  Why would you scream?  Why would you scream out?   --

-  I was scared.  I wanted to [intervenes] 

 Scream?   ---  I asked Reeva why... if she is phoning the police.  I was 

scared that there was someone coming out of the bathroom still. 

 And then?   ---  And then I got to the bed and then I realised Reeva 



was not there [accused is crying] and then I got off... if you look at the bed at 

the right hand side, I got off the bed.  I stuck my left hand out and I tried to feel 

the curtains... I was hoping maybe she was hiding behind them.  [accused is 

crying]  and then I started panicking because I realised that Reeva was not 

replying to me.  She was not... I could not see her and I could not... I could not 

hear her.  So I went back to the bathroom as quick as I could and when I got 

back to the entrance of the... of the bathroom.  [accused is crying] I was 

screaming... I started to scream out for her.   I was scared entering the bathroom 

again and then I got to the door and I put my shoulder against the... trying to 

open the door and I could not.  So I put my shoulder against the small wall 

between the shower and the door and I was trying to rip open the door and then I 

could not, and I ran back on my stumps to the sliding door and I screamed.  I 

screamed for help and then I... and then I put my legs on as quick as I could.  I 

ran back to the [intervenes] 

 Okay, sorry, I have asked you a lot, but can you just stop here, let us just 

deal with what you just testified.  Now Mr Pistorius, so you checked if she was 

behind the curtains?   ---  No, I did not check if she was, My Lady, but I ran my 

hand along the half of the curtain, before I ran …[intervenes] 

 But the purpose was to see if she was there?   ---  Yes, that is correct. 

 And she was not on the bed?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 And the duvet?   ---  I do not know about the duvet, My Lady.   

 No but I mean, you checked on the bed first, I am sure?  --- If I checked 

on the bed?  Yes, I ...[intervened]     



 Was the duvet there?   ---  I do not remember a duvet on the bed, My 

Lady.  

 But I mean, it was it was dark in the bedroom?   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 If there was a duvet, did you not think it was her?   ---  I went across the 

bed.   As I said My Lady, I went across the bed. 

 Ja, but if you went across the bed and there was a duvet on the bed, 

would you have seen it?   How would you... how did you know she is not on the 

bed?   ---  Because I would have... I would have moved over her, My Lady. 

 Did you move over the duvet?   ---  I do not remember, My Lady. 

 Why can you not remember the duvet?   You were on the bed?   ---  I do 

not remember that part of the night, My Lady. 

 There was no duvet on the bed.   ---  That is not [intervenes] 

 Just say that, because that is the truth.   ---  That is not the truth, 

My Lady.  If it was, I would say it was.  If it was not, I would say it was not.  It has 

nothing to do with anything.  If I remembered it being there, I would have said it.  

I do not have a recollection.  At that point my memory... my mind was so fixated 

on finding Reeva. 

 The last you saw Reeva was under a duvet?   ---  It was with her... I 

remember saying... I could make out from the duvet that it went over her legs 

when I got out of bed. 

 So last you saw her she was under a duvet?   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 



 You came back and there is nothing on the bed, or she is not on the 

bed?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And the duvet?   ---  My Lady, I know she was not on the bed because I 

crossed the bed.  I got on... on the foot.  If you look at the bed, on the left foot 

side, I still had to help myself up on to the bed because I was not tall enough.  I 

did not want to keep my eyes off the passage and I moved across the bed.  

When I got to the other side of the bed I was hoping that she was on the floor like 

I told her to be. 

 So you checked on the floor?   ---  Yes, My Lady. 

 So you had visibility?  You could see if she was on the floor or not?   ---

  No, I could not see. 

 So how did you check if she was on the floor as you asked her?   --- You 

feel, My Lady. 

 No, but how did you feel?  What did you do?   ---  With my hand, 

My Lady.   

 Now if you felt with your hand, you felt everywhere, beacuse you were 

now panicking she must be there, that is where you told her to be, is it not?   ---

  Yes, that is where I told her to be, My Lady. 

 So you would have checked everywhere there?   ---  I did not check 

everywhere.  The place is so small, My Lady.  If you can get out there, there is... 

that is... it is a small... I do not even know if it is a metre. 

 Like you [intervenes]   ---  And I ran my hand along the curtain and my 

first... my first thought was that it might be Reeva now in the toilet. 



 No, no.  No, no.  Let us take it much slower.  You told her to get down.  

You thought she was on the floor, on the right hand side of the bed?   ---  I was 

hoping she was there, yes, My Lady. 

 Okay, now you are getting... you went on to the bed and across the bed, 

to the right hand side, am I right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And it is pitch dark on your version?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And your first intention is to feel if she is on the floor?   ---  No.  My first 

intention was to feel if she was on the bed, My Lady. 

 But then she was not?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And the second intention... second thing?   ---  Was to check if she was 

behind the curtains. 

 Why behind the curtains and not on the floor?   ---  Because I would have 

tripped over her if she was on the floor, My Lady. 

 No, but why did you not check on the... you did not check on the floor?   -

--  My Lady, by walking in that passage... if you came across her... if I came 

across her I would have tripped over her. 

 Mr Pistorius, you said go down.  You thought she is there on the floor.  

Why did you not check?   ---  I did check, My Lady by walking... that passage, by 

walking... I got off on the right hand side of the bed between the bed and the 

curtains.  By walking through that part around the bed back to the bathroom, that 

is how I checked. 

 That is the only way you checked?   ---  Yes, My Lady. 

 Now do you not find it strange that the clipper, hair clipper, has not fallen 



over, it is standing upright?   ---  I do not remember the room, My Lady.  I did not 

see the things there.  I do not know if it is strange or not strange. 

 No, but let us have a look, because you place yourself now there 

walking, looking for someone and we will just have to look at the photographs.  

My Lady, may I just have a moment to look for a photograph?  Yes, let us look at 

photograph 56.  The hair clipper is standing upright, do you see it?   ---  Yes, I 

can My Lady. 

 Well, not on the photo has it fallen over?   ---  That is correct, My Lady.   

 And the hair clipper’s plug and the fan’s plug has not been dislodged 

from the multiplug that one can see there?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 On your version now, you could not do what you just described if the fan 

was on that specific spot that you can see on photograph 56?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 So if the fan was on that specific spot you could not have walked along 

the curtains feeling if she was behind the curtains, because you would have 

walked into the fan.   ---  You could have up to a certain point, but when you get 

to the fan you would not be able to any more, My Lady. 

 And that fan was not in your way?   ---  No, My Lady, it was not and I do 

not remember tripping over any of the items on the floor, either. 

 And then you rushed back to the bathroom?   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady.   

 You know there is one very important aspect that you forgot to mention.  

Why would you not check the bedroom door?   ---  I did not mention it, because I 



did not do it, My Lady. 

 Why did you not check if she left through the bedroom door?   ---

 Because what had happened was in the bathroom, My Lady.  The whole 

incident was in the bathroom.  My fear now was that I had shot Reeva.  So I did 

not think even... begin to think of the bedroom door. 

 No, sir.  Mr Pistorius, if Reeva is not in the room behind the curtains, the 

next place one will look is, if she left through the door.  Why did you not do 

it?   She heard shots in the meantime, why would she not have left through the 

door?   ---  My Lady, I knew that I had fired shots in the door.  I knew that I had 

heard a noise in the bathroom.  When I could not find Reeva my first thought was 

that maybe that was her in the bathroom.   

 You see …[intervenes]   ---  It did not even cross my mind to check the 

bedroom door.   

 You see [intervenes]   ---  I think that would have been a very strange 

thing to do. 

 You see Mr Pistorius, it is the most unreasonable first thought if you have 

not checked everywherer.  Why would you think it is Reeva in the bathroom if 

you have not checked everywhere?  Why?   ---  Because you would not check 

everywhere if you knew that there was someone in the toilet, My Lady.  You 

would not waste time looking behind the couch, looking under the bed, looking 

behind the curtains, seeing if the doors are open. 

 But it is an intruder?  It was an intruder behind the door.  You did not... 

that was your perception?   ---  That was my perception, My Lady. 



 You see Mr Pistorius, this is one of the crucial issues that makes your 

version totally improbable.   ---  It is incorrect, My Lady. 

 If you looked for Reeva, because you looked for Reeva, why did you go 

back to look for Reeva?   ---  As I said in my evidence, My Lady, as I got to the 

bed and I realised Reeva was not on the bed, that was the first time that I 

realised maybe it could have been her in the bathroom.  That was before I 

checked the curtains and got out of the other side of the bed. 

 No,  …[intervenes]   ---  So your first thought would be to run back to the 

bathroom, not to waste time looking and doing all these things that  Mr Nel would 

be normal in the course.  Nothing was normal about that night. 

 Mr Pistorius, that is not the question, but I am going to test you on that 

answer.  But, when you left the bathroom why were you looking for Reeva?   ---  I 

was calling out for Reeva to phone the police. 

 So that is the main thing [intervenes]   ---  I was calling out for her. 

 The main thing is, Reeva must phone the police?   ---  That is correct. 

 Good.  Now you got to the bedroom and Reeva is not on the bed, am I 

right?   ---  No, that is wrong, My Lady.  I got on to the bed and realised Reeva 

was not on the bed.  If I [intervenes] 

 You see I am not a stickler for detail like you are and I stand corrected 

every time, but whatever you did she is not on the bed?   Am I right?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 Whatever you did, she is not behind the curtains?   ---  I did not say that, 

My Lady. 



 What then?   ---  I said the curtains that I checked, I only checked till the 

foot of the bed, then I ran back to the bathroom. 

 Yes.  But you see, Mr Pistorius, it will be my argument that if there was 

shots fired in a house, the first thing that you would think is that she left that 

bedroom through the bedroom door and you never checked?   ---  I do not 

believe in either of those comments.  I do not believe in the first comment, 

My Lady and I did not check if... there was no bed.  When I got out on to the side 

and I checked that Reeva... or felt that Reeva was not on the floor, I probably 

would not have even continued putting my hand out to feel the curtains.  I had to 

use my balance with my firearm in my hand on the bed, just so that I could put 

my hand out and feel the curtains. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, that is your version and you have to build it as you 

go.  Why would you check curtains, but not the door?  That is the question.  Why 

would you not think she left the bedroom?   ---  The curtains were on the way to 

the bathroom, My Lady. 

 Okay, then that was a mere coincidence?  You did not go to the curtains 

to check if she was behind it, or did you?   ---  No, that is exactly right, My Lady.  

The fact that I was there, I might as well have checked the curtains.  My mind the 

whole time was on the toilet... on the bathroom. 

 So you see, Mr Pistorius, what I have difficulty with is the huge leap from 

shooting at intruders and it could have been Reeva with nothing really 

happening, except she is not on the bed.  Why is there that huge leap in your 

evidence?   ---  I do not understand the question. 



 It is a huge leap from I have just shot at intruders and it could have been 

Reeva.   ---  I do not think so, My Lady.  When I got back to the room, I felt Reeva 

was not on the bed.  She was... I could at least not hear anybody else crying out 

for her.  She was not responding and at that point it dawned on me that... when 

that thought came over me, nothing else mattered.  I do not see how there is a 

big leap between the two. 

 You see, what I also have a difficulty with and I will go through your 

evidence after court, today, when you went back, if I understand your evidence 

and I will go through it, you were not convinced that it was her.  You were still 

worried that it could have been intruders.  Am I right?   --- That is correct, My 

Lady.  

 And you still had your firearm with you?   ---  That is correct, My Lady.  It 

was not a conscious decision, but I was still… I was fearful. I think I was terrified 

of the whole situation.   There was a lot of things that I was trying to think and 

make sense of.   

 Now, so you never kept your firearm with you for protection then, or did 

you?   ---  I do not remember why I kept my firearm with me, My Lady.  I think it 

was just out of... I do not think I knew exactly what was happening.  I think a part 

of me was still hoping that it was not Reeva. 

 And what happened then?  You have now felt behind the curtains and 

you are rushing back to the bathroom.  What happened?   --- As I said, My Lady, 

I went in the bathroom and I tried to open the door and I still had my firearm with 

me, and I could not open it and I realised the door was locked.  I put my shoulder 



against the wall between the toilet and the shower and I tried to rip open the 

door. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, with your evidence up to here, we have identified 

the bedroom door as an improbability.  You know what is the biggest issue here?  

You never checked the bathroom window for a ladder.   ---  I never did, My Lady. 

 Why?  You said to this court you were fixated between the door and the 

ladder.  Door, ladder.  Door, ladder.  But you approached the door without 

checking the ladder.  Why not?   ---  Because when I thought it was Reeva 

My Lady, I would not have thought that she had climbed out of the window and 

even if she had, I did not fire at the window.  So my first thought was to check the 

door. 

 You never checked the ladder?   ---  I never did, because once I checked 

the door and I realised it was locked, I realised there was somebody inside. 

 No, but that somebody... you cannot make the leap that it is Reeva?  It 

could at that stage still have been an intruder?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Why did you not check the ladder first?  You are entering [intervenes]   --

-  Because my mind was with Reeva [accused crying].  I was worried it was 

Reeva.   It could, yes, it could still be an intruder, but my mind was with Reeva. 

 No, your mind could not have been with Reeva then, because I will go 

through your evidence.  Your evidence is: 

“At that stage I did not know, I was still fearful of the intruders.”  

---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 But if you... if that is even remotely true that you were still fearful of the 



intruders, I do not understand why you did not check for a ladder.   ---  I cannot 

explain it either, My Lady. 

 No, but you see, it is because your version does not make sense.  You 

would have checked for a ladder before you approached the door.   ---  I do not 

believe so, My Lady. 

 The intruders came in, on your view, well, on your version by using a 

ladder?   ---  That is correct, My Lady.. 

 Now you went  back and what happened then?   What happened?  You 

now tried to open the door, but could not.   ---  Yes.  Then I ran back to the 

balcony. 

 Just before you go on, it must have been unbelievably strange that the 

door could not open?   ---  I do not remember it being strange.  I mostly 

remember it being locked, My Lady. 

 Did you know it was locked?  You tried it and it did not want to open, 

what did you think?   ---  I thought that maybe Reeva had locked it from the 

inside. 

 But why would you think that at that stage?   ---  It is a natural thing to 

think. 

 No, but, [intervenes]   ---  If I cannot find Reeva and she is... and I heard 

the door slam.  When I was shouting, she must have been on the toilet or been in 

the toilet, heard me shouting and got scared and locked the door, that is what I 

was thinking. 

 So even at that... Is that what you thought at that stage, when you 



entered it?   ---  At that point when I checked the door was locked, I started 

panicking and I really realised that maybe it was her inside the toilet. 

 So what happened then?   ---  I went out and I checked the balcony.  I 

ran out to the balcony and I started screaming for help. 

 Wait, wait.  You said:  

 “I checked the balcony.”?    

---  I ran out to call for help, My Lady. 

 No.  No, no, Mr Pistorius, it is not that easy.  You said: 

 “I checked the balcony.”?    

---  That is correct, I did say that. 

 Why would you check the balcony now?   ---  I did not check the balcony.  

I am [intervenes] 

 You said:  

“I checked the balcony.” 

Mr Pistorius!   ---  I understand I said that, My Lady.  I meant I went out on to the 

balcony [intervenes] 

 No.   ---  To scream. 

 That cannot be.  You said:  

“I checked the balcony”.  

I want to know why you now said: 

 “I checked the balcony”.    

---  I do not know My Lady. 

 No, you have to.  You said it.  You cannot have been confused.  I want 



an answer Mr Pistorius.  Why did you say:  

“I checked the balcony”?   

---  I made a mistake, My Lady. 

 No, it cannot be a mistake.  Why?  What was this mistake?   What 

caused you to make a mistake?   ---  I do not know, My Lady.  I went out on to 

the balcony to scream for help. 

 No, Mr Pistorius, you have given your version.  I am asking you a 

different question.  I am asking you this question:  Why did you spontaneously 

testify: 

 “I checked the balcony.”  

 That is what I want to know.   ---  I do not know My Lady.  If I ran out, I ran out 

and I opened the door as I ran out to scream for help. It was … but I do not know 

why I said I checked the balcony.  I guess in the process I did check the balcony. 

 You cannot get away by being evasive, saying I cannot remember, I 

have made mistakes, on too many occasions, Mr Pistorius.  Please.  You 

spontaneously said: 

 “I checked the balcony”.   

I just want to know why?   ---  I do not know, My Lady. 

 Because you are tailoring your evidence.   ---  My Lady, it does not... it is 

not that... if I said I checked the balcony, where is the harm in that?  It is not 

tailoring for anything.   

It is. --- There is no weight on that.  If I checked the balcony that would 

suit what Mr Nel has been putting to me all this time, why did you not check there 



and why did you not check there. 

 That is why you changed it.   ---  No, that is not why I changed it, 

My Lady. 

 You are right.  It suits my version, that is why you are changing it 

immediately.  If you checked the balcony, there was at least doubt in your mind 

that Reeva was in the toilet?   ---  That is incorrect, My Lady.  I ran out on the 

balcony to call for help. 

 That is not the question.  The question is this:  If you checked the 

balcony, at least there was still doubt in your mind if Reeva was in the toilet or 

not.   ---  But I did not [intervenes] 

 ‘If.’   ---  I did not go out on to the balcony to check the balcony. 

 No, but you are not listening to the question.  ‘If’, Mr Pistorius.  Do you 

understand ‘if’?  If you were correct now, that you went to the balcony to check 

the balcony, then there was doubt in your mind?   ---  There was hope in my mind 

that it was not her, that is correct, My Lady.  That is why I did all the things I did.  

That is why I ran back.  That is why I tried to kick the door.  That is why I ran into 

the door.  That is why I broke it down.  The whole time I was praying to God. 

 So there was still hope in your mind that it was not Reeva?  ---  Yes, of 

course. 

 You see that also does not make sense.  Mr Pistorius, you are just 

adapting as you go.  You made up your mind that it was her, is that not so?  But 

how can you still have hope?   You made up your mind, sir. 

COURT:  Are you saying it is a contradiction? 



MR NEL:  Yes. 

COURT:  I do not think so.  We may think one thing, but hope another thing. 

MR NEL:  As the court pleases.  I will deal with that.  So did you check the 

balcony in the hope that she is on the balcony?   ---  That is not what I said, 

My Lady. 

 No, I am asking you because you said: ‘I hoped.’  Now I am just... the 

court is correct that you can know something and hope another.  Did you check, 

in the hope?   ---  No, My Lady. 

 So you never checked the balcony?   ---  No, My Lady.  I ran out on the 

balcony to call for help. 

 But it was not that easy.  You still had to open the doors?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 So what did you do?   ---  I ran out on to the balcony and I screamed for 

help. 

 The doors were closed?   ---  That is correct. 

 You are in the bathroom.  You are now leaving the bathroom?   --- That 

is correct, My Lady. 

 Please take the court through those steps.  You are leaving the 

bathroom, what are you doing?   ---  I ran down the passage between the closets.  

I ran past my bed.  I do not even remember opening the curtains.  I do not 

remember opening the doors.  But I was on the balcony and I was screaming as 

loud as I could for help, My Lady.  I remember standing there feeling helpless. 

 And you still had your gun in your hand?   ---  Yes, My Lady, that is true. 



 So you were running with a cocked gun in your hand, because that gun 

was cocked?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 And to pull a trigger and to discharge a shot with a cocked gun, the 

trigger... it would be easy to pull, is it not?   ---  Yes, My Lady, it is true. 

 So, you are still running... you are running into the bedroom, you are 

opening the curtains, you are opening the door and you have got a gun, a cocked 

gun in your right hand?   ---  I never said I opened the curtains, My Lady. 

 But you had to because they were closed, Mr Pistorius.  What answer is 

that?   ---  You could easily not open the curtains and just open the door, 

My Lady. 

 Did you open the curtains at all?   ---  I do not remember opening the 

curtains. 

 Now, let us take it on what you are saying now.  You have got a gun in 

your hand, in your right hand, am I right?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 You are going down the passage, you are going through the bedroom, 

you at least had to open it to get to the door, the curtains, am I right?   ---  You 

will have to part the curtains [intervenes] 

 To part the curtains, that is what I am looking for.  You had to part the 

curtains to get to the door?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 You have to unlock the door?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 So with your left hand you unlock the door, you open the door?   --- That 

is what I... I do not know, I cannot remember doing that, My Lady. 

 Did you open one or two doors?  Remember your evidence.   ---  I do not 



remember My Lady.  If I had opened the doors, I am sure I would have opened 

both of them and flung them open. 

 You see, but how would that be possible with a gun in your hand? ---

  My Lady, the …[intervenes] 

 How would it be possible to open both sliding doors, with a gun in your 

hand?   ---  I am not sure, My Lady.  I would probably just hold the handle of the 

door and open it. 

 So you have got a gun, a cocked gun in your right hand, you unlock the 

door, you open both doors and that gun was never... you never discharged that 

gun again?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 You see, Mr Pistorius, it is getting more and more improbable.   ---

 My Lady, I understand... I understand how it sounds.  But if you look at the 

photos, when I placed the gun down on the floor in the bathroom, the gun was 

still loaded and cocked.  It was unsafe.  If I look back now and I realise how much 

I was busy there on the floor, I could have... the gun... I could have kicked it and 

it could have shot me or Reeva again.   

 You see [intervenes]   ---  My mind was not thinking about this gun in my 

hand.    [Accused is crying] 

 Why are you getting emotional now?  Is it about what happened, or is it 

about the questions and your frustration in answering them, because now we 

dealt with nothing, but your version.  Why are you getting emotional?   ---  It is an 

emotional... it is emotional memories for me. 

 No, it is not.  You are getting frustrated because your version is 



improbable and you are getting emotional.  We have not spoken about Reeva.  

We have not spoken about anything now, but you are getting emotional.  

Why?   ---  I was speaking about Reeva, My Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, you are not using your emotional state as an escape, are 

you?   ---  No, My Lady.  If I say I cannot remember how I opened the doors, I 

cannot remember how I opened the doors. 

 You see... I cannot see how that would cause you to be emotional, if you 

cannot remember how you opened the door.  I just do not know.   --- My Lady, Mr 

Nel is asking me about the position of the gun.  I was talking about how the gun 

was left.  Eventually when I ran to the bathroom to break down the toilet door... if 

I was so calculated in my manner, surely I would have put the gun on safe, or I 

would have put it up somewhere.  But I did not.  I left it on the bathroom floor 

where I was trying to save Reeva’s life, where there was a lot of movement.  I 

was not thinking about this firearm.  [Accused is crying] 

 You see, it is only difficult on your version.  Where, on the state’s version 

where you fired at Reeva, killed her, you put down the gun and then tried to get 

her out.  That is not that difficult, not on the state’s version.  On your version, it is 

improbable.  Is that not so?   ---  I do not understand what Mr Nel is asking me, 

My Lady. 

 I am saying your version is so improbable you would not have run up and 

down with a gun in your hand and nothing happened, no discharge.   --- That is 

what happened, My Lady. 

 But let us just deal with it.  So you ran from the bathroom, parted the 



curtains, went outside on to the balcony?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 What happened on the balcony?   ---  I screamed for help. 

 And then?   ---  And then I came back inside and I put my prosthetic legs 

on, My Lady. 

 You can still remember how many times you shouted?   ---  I remember 

shouting three times. 

 You came back and you put your legs on?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 Which was next to the bed?   ---  That is correct, My Lady. 

 On the right hand side, as you stand in front of the bed?   ---  That is 

correct, My Lady. 

 And that you said you could put your prosthetic legs on in half a 

minute?   ---  I remember the other day here, it being more or less half a minute.  

I do not know what time it took me that night. 

 Ja, no, that was timed, it was just over 20 seconds.  But is that what you 

normally do, how quickly you put on your prosthetic legs?   ---  No, My Lady.  I 

put my legs on as quick as I could.  I was trying to find the socks on the floor and 

I put them on as quick as I could. 

 You see, there is just one other aspect.  Coming back, I do not 

understand why you would not have switched on the light to see if Reeva was 

really there, if you hoped that she could be?   ---  My Lady, my mind was on 

getting into the toilet as quick as I could.  My mind was not on switching on a light 

or …[intervenes] 

 No, but you see you went on to the balcony.   ---  To call for help. 



 Mr Pistorius, so let... So you went back, you put on your prosthetic legs, 

what happened then?   ---  When I put my prosthetic legs on, my firearm was 

next to my side on the bed.  I put on my prosthetic legs, I ran back to the toilet.  I 

ran straight into the door.  I tried to shoulder charge the door.  Nothing happened.   

 But before you go there, you took your gun along?   ---  That is correct, 

My Lady. 

 Why?   Why would you at that stage, Mr Pistorius, take your gun along?  

It does not make sense.   ---  It does not make sense, My Lady.  I do not know 

why I would have. 

 No, you see it is because you are building a version that is so improbable 

that nobody would ever believe it.   ---  My Lady, if I was building a version I 

would have said I left the gun there earlier.  I did not.  I understand that it does 

not sound rational, but I did not have a rational set of mind... rational frame of 

mind.  I wanted to get into the toilet.  I do not know why I ...[intervened]  

 No, you see, Mr Pistorius, it is because that gun was left there after you 

shot and killed Reeva, just after.  You fired the shots, you left the gun there.  That 

is what happened.   ---  That is incorrect, My Lady. 

 Okay. My Lady, I see it is five to three.  I want to… I will now start and 

build a whole range of questions about the toilet.  It would be better My Lady, if I 

start with that afresh tomorrow and run with it.  To start now and rehash it again 

tomorrow, I think would not be fair to the witness and to me.  So I ask that we 

take the adjournment now and I will carry on from here tomorrow morning, early. 

COURT:  We will take the adjournment. 



MATTER POSTPONED TO 15 APRIL 2014 

COURT ADJOURNS                 [14:54] 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS RESUME ON 15 APRIL 2014                         [09:31] 

MR NEL:   May it please the court, M'Lady, before the witness is sworn in, may 

I be granted an opportunity to bring an application? 

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:   M'Lady, this is an application for a postponement in this matter.  Not 

today,  but later in the week, M'Lady.  M'Lady, we have now run with this 

matter way over the time that we set aside for this matter.  We have had a 

discussion before we started, M'Lady, with the Judge President, to make 

ourselves available for the completion of this matter.  We have done so, 

M'Lady, but there comes a time and that is now it, where the diaries just get to 

clogged up, M'Lady, and that there is certain preferential matters that need our 

attention and need our attention in the next week or so.   

M'Lady, if I just may mention that my colleague has a matter that she 

has to deal with, where there are accused people in a part-heard matter, in 

custody, having been in custody for a few years, and that matter should get 

preferential treatment.  M'Lady, we all understand and I am bringing this 

application, although I am bringing it, I am bringing it with the support of the 

defence, I think.  M'Lady, we all understand, all of us, that matters should start 

and run and get finalised in the quickest possible time.  We have all tried our 



best and, M'Lady, if I may say so, I think we have used court time to the 

maximum in the time that we have been involved with this matter.   

M'Lady,  cannot say it is only that, M'Lady, it is also perhaps an issue 

of personal arrangements being made by myself and my colleagues, M'Lady, 

with the long weekends coming up.  That is also an issue, M'Lady, that we 

have to mention, that it is not only the fact that we have matters, but that is a 

fact, that we have matters to deal with, but there is also certain personal things 

that we have arranged, that has been arranged long before this trial started, 

M'Lady, and that we would like to deal with.   

So having said all that, M'Lady, we kindly request that later in the 

week, we will today, M'Lady, finalise the cross-examination of the accused and 

that whenever there is an opportune moment, later in the week, that we 

postpone the matter and that we return on the 5 May, M'Lady, that is my 

application, on the 5 May, to run with this matter until finalisation. 

COURT:  What day of the week is the 5 May? 

MR NEL:   It is a Monday, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Is it a Monday? 

MR NEL:   It is the week that there will be elections in that week, on the 7th, 

M'Lady. 

COURT:   Yes.  So, it will be two weeks, two weeks, postponement for two 

weeks? 

MR NEL:   Indeed, M'Lady.  It sounds like two weeks, but if one really goes 

through the diary and one identifies the working days in the week, M'Lady, it is 



no more than seven, I have not counted this morning, but I remember having 

counted it, although it is a two week postponement, M'Lady, on court days that 

we may miss, is maximum seven days, M'Lady.  

COURT:   Yes, thank you.   

MR NEL:   That is my application. 

COURT:   Thank you.  Yes, Mr Roux. 

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, at the inception of the trial we were informed about prior 

engagements requiring or necessitating preferential treatment and we then 

arranged our affairs accordingly, at the time accepting, maybe incorrectly so 

without your blessing, that that would be the situation, so we have full 

understanding and support for the application.  We question that may be put 

was about the expected or the anticipated duration of the defence’s case, 

M'Lady, that  …[intervenes]  

COURT:  That was going to be my question. . 

MR ROUX:  I anticipated that, M'Lady. If I can put something, do something to 

stop Mr Nel in cross-examination not to be that long, of course it will be… that 

is on a lighter note, it would be more accurate, but just on an analysis what we 

think we believe that the time would suffice between the 1st and 16th.  

COURT:   You are talking May? 

MR ROUX:   May, M'Lady, should of course you grant the application.  On 

what we worked out, we also from our side, we have witnesses ready, on 

standby to use up for the rest of this week, all the available court time. 

COURT:  When you say: ‘15th and 16th, you are talking of evidence being 



wrapped up? 

MR ROUX:   Yes, M'Lady, that is what we believe.  I cannot control the cross-

examination, I can only anticipate how long it should take per witness and on 

that analysis, we believe that will be the case.  Of course, not argument stage, 

but we believe that that would necessitate its own postponement to do written 

heads of argument and so forth. 

COURT:   Yes, thank you. 

MR ROUX:   Thank you, M'Lady.  

COURT:   Thank you very much.  Mr Nel, anything else? 

MR NEL:   As the court pleases, M'Lady? 

COURT:   Anything else? 

MR NEL:   No, no, I have nothing to add, M'Lady.  

COURT:  Thank you.  I want to think about this.  Tomorrow morning I will be 

able to give you my answer. 

MR ROUX:   As the court pleases.  

MR NEL:   As the court pleases, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Thank you. 

MR NEL:   We are ready to proceed.  

COURT:    Yes. Mr Pistorius, are you ready?  ---  I am, M'Lady.  

You are still under oath.  ---  Thank you, M'Lady.  

Thank you.  Yes, Mr Nel. 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS (s.u.o.) 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):  As the court pleases, 



M'Lady.  Mr Pistorius, the two things that I just want to go back to before we 

proceed from where we ended yesterday and that is, on your version, Mr 

Pistorius, the deceased must have opened the bathroom window.  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Now on your version, would she have done that before or after she has 

been to the toilet?  ---  Before, M'Lady. 

 Now, so she, on your version, she opened it, the door, before she went 

to the toilet.  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Ag, no, after… let me say it again, I perhaps mis-…  When did she 

open the window?  ---  She opened the window before she went to the toile, 

M'Lady. 

 That is it.  And, and I am not going to go step by step, just in summary, 

you heard the noise, you armed yourself, you walked and when you, and in the 

passage you screamed.  That is just a summary.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 So, Mr Pistorius, on your version, she must have had time to void her 

bladder?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And get dressed.  ---  I do not follow the question, M'Lady. 

 She is dressed when you, when you shot her.  ---  She was dressed 

when she went to the bathroom, M'Lady.  When she fell asleep, she was 

dressed. 

 But then she voided her bladder and dressed herself.  ---  She was 

wearing basketball short, M'Lady, so she would have had to have pulled them 

up.  That is correct.  



 Yes, so on your version, and that is before she shut the door.  Am I 

right?  ---  Yes, that sounds correct, M'Lady. 

 Yes, so she would have gone to the bathroom, opened the window, 

she would have gone into the cubicle, toilet cubicle, voided her bladder in the 

time before she shut the door.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, on my understanding there would not have had, there 

would not have been enough time for her to do that.  ---  I disagree, M'Lady. 

 Okay, no, it is fine.  The other aspect, Mr Pistorius, is the noise within 

the toilet, and I am not going to rehash it, it is one aspect that I want to deal 

with and that is how you described it in the bail application.  Can you still 

remember how you described it in the bail application?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 M'Lady, may I just bend down to get something from my bag?  In your 

bail application you said, M'Lady, it is page 65 of the EXHIBIT D, the bail 

application, line 9.  It is unfortunately not in there, in EXHIBIT D, it is 

somewhere…  We will get somebody to assist you.  From line 8: 

“I realised that the intruder or intruders was or were in the 

toilet because the toilet door was closed and I did not see 

anyone in the bathroom.  I heard movement inside the 

toilet.” 

 Now what did …[intervenes]  ---  I am sorry, M'Lady, I do not, I am not 

sure where we are reading from. 

 Page 65.  ---  Yes, I see that, M'Lady.  In which line? 

 If you go to line 8.  ---  Thank you very much. 



 And I will, shall I read it again?  ---  Yes, please, M'Lady. 

 “I realised that the intruder or intruders was or were in 

the toilet because the toilet door was closed and I did not 

see anyone in the bathroom.  I heard movement inside 

the toilet.” 

 ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 There is nothing about wood.  What is that movement that you referred 

to in the bail application?  ---  As I said yesterday, M'Lady, I heard movement 

of wood.  It sounded like the magazine rack was moving. 

 Yes, that is what you said yesterday, but in the bail application, there is 

nothing about that.  In the bail application, my inference is that you heard 

people move.  ---  I do not have the bail application in front of me, M'Lady. 

 You do.  That is what, what I am reading from.  ---  M'Lady, this is, this 

is not my bail.  This is the defence and the court’s transcript, M'Lady. 

 You can take it from me, sir, perhaps you are just confused. 

COURT:   Have you got the correct page?  ---  I do, M'Lady.  I have got page 

65. 

 65?  ---  65, that is correct, M'Lady.  

 Yes. 

MR NEL:   Now you see, the court transcript is where Mr Roux read your 

statement into the record.  So that is what Mr Roux read into the record.  ---  I 

understand that, M'Lady. 

 There is nothing about wood movement.  Am I right?  ---  No, M'Lady, 



there is nothing about wood movement. 

 Now, my inference, I will just tell you what my inference is if I read this, 

that movement refers to the intruders, if I read this.  ---  I understand that, 

M'Lady. 

COURT:   Your voice is extremely low.  ---  I beg your pardon.  I understand, 

Mr Nel’s inference, M'Lady.  That was never the… when I said here I heard 

movement, we, before this question came up, M'Lady, we discussed this 

movement yesterday and I said yesterday there was a sound of the wood 

moving.  So that would be this movement that we spoke about My Lady. 

MR NEL:   Mr Pistorius, I have to just ask you one or two questions about this.  

If I read the sentence, it is movement.  Movement refers in this context, to 

people moving.  There is nothing about wood moving. ---  There is nothing 

about people moving, M'Lady. 

 But it follows on the sentence about the intruders being in the toilet.  I 

heard movement.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And then you carry on: 

“…where the toilet is.  I felt…” 

 And then, a bit further on, you felt vulnerable, in line 20: 

“I felt trapped as my bedroom door was locked and I had 

limited mobility on my stumps.  I fired shots at the toilet 

door.” 

 ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 But you, but one thing we have is, there is no indication that you heard 



the door open.  ---  That is true, M'Lady. 

 We… there is no indication that you, that you thought that they were 

opening the door, in your bail application.  ---  That is true, M'Lady. 

 There is no indication in your bail application that the movement or 

sound you heard, referred to the door.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now why would you use the word ‘movement’ and not: ‘A noise, I 

heard a noise in the bathroom,’ if it was wood?  ---  Because I interpreted it to 

be a movement, M'Lady. 

 No, but how can you interpret it to be a movement?  Was it not the 

noise you heard?  ---  No, M'Lady.  It was the movement. 

 What was the movement?  ---  It was the sound of, I think, the 

magazine rack moving inside of the toilet, M'Lady. 

 So you say it is a sound, the movement is a sound, you describe it as a 

sound?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 I am putting it to you, sir, that it is again tailoring.  Movement there, 

clearly indicates something different to what you testified.  ---  I think 

movement is more specific than just a noice My Lady.   If I said I heard a noise, 

it would be open to interpretation:  was it a voice, was it  movement.  

Then you ...[intervened] --- What I said there is I heard a  movement, 

inside the toilet.  

 So at the bail application, when you said: ‘Movement,’ you referred to 

the magazine rack moving.  ---  What I think might have been the magazine 

rack moving, M'Lady.  



 Well then, sir, unfortunately this now opens it up for me to say, why 

would you fire if the magazine rack moved, because it has nothing to do with 

the door?  ---  I did not have time to interpret it, M'Lady.  I thought it was the 

door opening.  In retrospect, it could have been the only thing I heard in the 

bathroom.  It was the only loose object in the bathroom, M'Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, no.  You said now: ‘I heard the magazine rack moving’.  I 

then said: ‘Why would you fire?’  Answer that question.  Why would you fire if 

the magazine rack moved?  ---  Because I thought it was the door opening, 

M'Lady. 

 No, how can you… you said you thought it was the magazine rack?  ---  

I said I think it was the magazine rack.  In retrospect, it could have only been 

the magazine rack because the door did not open, M'Lady. 

 No, you see, Mr Pistorius, we have been through this about retrospect, 

reconstruction.  I just asked you a plain question.  I just said, at your bail 

application, you thought you heard the magazine rack moved and you said: 

‘Yes.  ---  At my bail application I said I heard a movement from inside the 

toilet. 

 I am talking about something totally different, Mr Pistorius.  I am just 

testing you on what happened after, when we started, when, now, a couple of 

questions ago.  ---  I am sorry, M'Lady, I am getting confused.  I… 

 Why will you be getting confused?  ---  M'Lady, what I heard and if I 

can think of now, the door did not pen, so it could not have been the door 

opening.  You see, that is your problem, Mr Pistorius, and I have dealt with 



that.  You are thinking of a version constantly and you are not dealing with the 

question.  You are constantly thinking of a version.  Is that so?  ---  That is not 

true, M'Lady. 

 You just argued and said the door never opened and so you are 

constantly thinking of a version.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 But Mr Pistorius, I put it to you now that this is just one further 

contradiction in your evidence.  ---  I do not believe so, M'Lady.  If I said there 

that I heard a movement, that is exactly what I testified yesterday My Lady.   

 We passed the movement, we are at themagazine rack.  ---  The 

movement was the magazine rack, My Lady.  

 Are you giving that now as a fact?  ---  It is the only inference that I can 

make from the noise that I heard sounded like the door opening, M'Lady. 

 So it is an inference that the magazine rack moved?  ---  That is what I 

have said, M'Lady. 

 Okay. Mr Pistorius, I will deal with that in argument and I unfortunately 

have to put to you that it is getting more and more  improbable and you are 

tailoring more and more of your evidence as we go on.  Do you want to 

comment on that?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Good.  Then there is just one other thing.  You see, we dealt with the 

jeans and you said something that the jeans were inside out.  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  From what I saw on the photo, the jeans were inside out. 

 Now that makes even less sense for somebody as neat as Reeva, that 

she would leave her jeans inside out whilst all the other stuff were packed into 



her overnight bag.  So two things.  Why would she leave her jeans and why 

would it be inside out?  Why would she leave it like that and not turn it in?  ---  I 

am not sure, M'Lady. 

 Is it not, Mr Pistorius, that it indicates the fact that she had to take if off 

quickly and did not have time?  ---  M'Lady, when I got home, Reeva was 

already in her pyjamas.  She had just arrived minutes before me from the gate, 

so there were a couple of minutes that she probably would have been in a 

hurry to get changed and go downstairs.  I do not know why she left her jeans 

inside out. 

 Well I am putting it to you, it is because of what happened in that room, 

because of your argument.  She wanted to leave, there was an argument, she 

had to get undressed quickly, undress herself, jeans quickly.  That is the only 

reason why that would be in that state.  ---  I do not under understand how that 

could make sense, M'Lady, why she would take her jeans off and then put my 

clothing on to leave my house. 

 Because of the argument, sir.  ---  I do not understand? 

 She wanted to leave and you were threatening her.  ---  But if she 

wanted to leave, I guess she would have left in her own clothes if there was 

this hypothetical argument.  I do not understand the question that is being put 

to me. 

 No, it is fine, we will argue it.  I understand you.  Let us then carry on, 

Mr Pistorius, and we are now at the point where you are on the bed, the gun is 

next to you, you are putting on your prostheses.  That is where we ended 



yesterday.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Okay, now please tell the court what happened there?  ---  I then ran 

back to the bathroom, M'Lady, and I tried to run into the door with my shoulder 

and nothing happened.  I grabbed the handle and I tried to shoulder charge the 

door and nothing happened, so I leant back, I stood away from the door and I 

kicked the door, M'Lady. 

 You did all this, knowing that the door opens to the, from the inside out.  

---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Yes.  ---  I could not kick the door from the inside, so I had to kick from 

where I was because the door was locked, My Lady.   

 Ja, no that is, that is true.  Good observation.  What then?  ---  I then 

ran to get the cricket bat, M'Lady, as  I realised I was not going to be able to 

gain access to the toilet.  

 Yes, and then?  ---  And then I got the cricket bat and I ran back to the 

toilet, M'Lady and I tried to strike the door.  I remember the first time I hit the 

door, I was screaming and I hit the frame of the door because I remember the 

shock in my hands from hitting the frame, so I hit a little bit to the left.  I did not 

want to hit the door in the middle or on the left because I thought if Reeva is 

inside there I would not want the plank to hit her.  So I hit the plank, I hit the… I 

hit the door and then the door broke, M'Lady. 

 Let us just deal with that.  You said you screamed the first time you hit.  

---  I was screaming the entire time, M'Lady, but I did scream whilst I was 

hitting the door.  



 No, no… okay, the entire time.  Let us deal with the entire time.  You 

put on your prostheses, you go back to the bathroom.  Where you screaming?  

---  I was crying out for the Lord to help me and I was screaming out for Reeva, 

M'Lady. 

 So you were screaming out loud?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And that continued into the bathroom?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And you have the bat in your hands and whilst you are hitting the bat, 

the door, you were screaming.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now, what happened to the gun?  ---  I placed the gun on the carpet, 

M'Lady. 

 When?  ---  As I ran into the bathroom with the cricket bat. 

 So you ran into the door with your shoulder, you shoulder-charged the 

door with the cocked gun in your hand.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 You pulled the door from the handle with the gun in your hand.  ---  

M'Lady, if you look at the way the door is positioned and because of my injury 

on my right shoulder, I had the door at the handle and I was shoulder-charging 

it with my left hand.  The pistol was still in my right hand.  When I could not 

open the door, I leant back and I kicked the door. 

 I just, I just want to understand this.  So what you are now saying is 

that you would, you held the door by its handle with your left hand.  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Gun in your right hand.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And you would then hit the door with your left shoulder?  ---  Yes, 



M'Lady, I charged the door with my left shoulder. 

 And you did it purposely because your right shoulder was injure?  ---  

No, M'Lady.  The door handle is on the left, so if I took the door with my right 

hand, I would be in the shower if I tried to charge with my right shoulder.  So I 

used the door for leverage, to pull myself into the door. 

 That is leverage, but at that particular point, it had nothing to do with 

balance, because you had balance?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now when you… you also said that you pulled the door to try and pull it 

open.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And that is also with your, with the gun in your right hand?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Why would you do that?  If you now want to do anything possible to 

open that door, why would you still run around with the gun in your hand?  ---  I 

do not know, M'Lady. 

 It is not, because it is not true.  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 Then you also kicked the door whilst you had the gun in your hand. ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  

 What happened then?  You said you put, you went out to fetch the bat.  

---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Tell us what happened when you got the bat?  ---  And I ran back to the 

bathroom …[intervenes]  

 Screaming?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady, I was screaming. 

 But before, before that, when you were in the bathroom trying to 



shoulder charge the door, you were screaming.  ---  I was crying out, M'Lady, 

and I was screaming: ‘Reeva!  Reeva!’ and I was crying, I was crying out the 

more desperate I got that I could not get into the toilet, I was crying out and 

then I ran to get the cricket bat and then I ran back to the toilet  and 

…[intervenes]  

 All this time screaming ...[intervened] --- Crying ...[intervened]  

As hard as you ...[intervened] --- Crying and screaming, My Lady.    

 But you see, let us …[intervenes]  ---  Not has hard as I could all the 

time.  I was screaming, I was overcome with terror and despair, so at times I 

was screaming loud.  At times I was crying out. 

 Now, you were not screaming at Reeva because she was hiding in the 

toilet, were you?  ---  No, My Lady.  

 You were not screaming: ‘Reeva!  Reeva!’ because she is hiding in the 

toilet?  ---  No, My Lady.   

 Now, you have the bat and you hit the door how many times?  ---  It 

was about three times, M'Lady. 

 Mr Pistorius, you… Request of your counsel, there was a 

demonstration.  Are you willing to do another demonstration?  ---  I would be 

willing to do whatever the court needs me to do, M'Lady. 

 M'Lady, may I ask the witness, the accused to do another 

demonstration at the door?  

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:   But this time, before you get up, this time I am going to ask Colonel 



Vermeulen, the witness that testified about this, to hold the bat in the position 

that it hit the door and I would then want you just to see if you can hold the bat 

and what your position will be.  ---  I do not understand, M'Lady. 

 There will be two instances, we will only deal with two.  The one, the 

two marks that was identified by Colonel Vermeulen, M'Lady, and in both 

instances, I would want you just to wait until Colonel Vermeulen has the bat in 

position.  Is that fine with you?  ---  That is fine with me, M'Lady. 

 May I proceed on that basis, M'Lady? 

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:   You have to, we have to keep it in the exact position.  So, Mr 

Pistorius, just allow the Colonel the put it in the position that he testified about 

and that is it.  Would you… Okay.  So you are standing… M'Lady, I would like 

to put this on record and I will try my utmost to do.  You are facing the door.  

Your back foot is about a metre from the door, front foot is 30 centimetres from 

the door, left shoulder.  Would you just make a swinging movement from 

there?  So that is how you…  The second one?  No, the second, the second 

shot, where the Captain will go.  You are very close to the door and you are 

standing on the left side of the door.  Am I right?  Well, that is what I put on 

record, M'Lady.   

COURT:   Yes.  

MR NEL:  You have now moved back.  You have now moved back,  more to 

your right and you are standing back.  Will you now make a swinging 

movement?  Now I know you are aiming for the… for the specific mark, but my 



argument would still be, standing where you are, standing in that specific 

position, you would hit it higher up.   

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, that is argument.  It is not what he sees.  It is not… he 

must put on record what, what we see there. 

MR NEL:   No …[intervenes]  

COURT:   In fact, I was going to ask you to confirm or to add but… 

MR ROUX:   Thank you, M'Lady. 

COURT:   You would not like to do that?  Would you not like to confirm what 

you have seen? 

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, I confirm that I saw, but it was at the mark.  What I 

objected against is to say, my argument would still be that it should be higher 

or must be higher, because it was not. 

MR NEL:   You, in both instances you were standing to the left of the door.  

You looked at the mark and hit the mark in both instances.  I have to put that 

on record.  I am just saying that you would have hit it harder or higher if it was 

normal.  ---  I would have hit it harder and there was a mark that was higher My 

Lady, and I am wearing my prosthetic legs and that position is very 

comfortable.   

 Let us just carry on.  So when you did that, what happened?  You hit 

the door and then?  ---  A small piece of wood broke off. 

 Yes, and then?  ---  I peered into the toilet and I saw Reeva, My Lady.    

 And then?  ---  And then …[intervenes]  

 If you say: ‘A small piece broke off,’ what are you… Refer to the door.  



Tell us… what?  May the accused just get up, M'Lady.  

COURT:  .  Yes, do. ---  I beg your pardon.   

MR NEL:  The panel, the right hand panel as you look at the door broke off, 

and then?  And then?  ---  And then I grabbed the larger panel, once I had 

seen Reeva, with my hands, M'Lady, and I ripped the panel out into the 

bathroom. 

 Yes, and then?  ---  And then I tried to climb into the toilet and whilst 

climbing… whilst leaning over the middle partition of the door and I saw the 

key on the floor.  So after I tried to… When the small piece broke out and I 

looked inside to see if I could see Reeva  When I saw her and I tried to unlock 

the door, but there was no key.  So I ripped off the bigger panels so I could 

climb in.  And then I saw the key on the floor.  I picked the key up and I 

unlocked the door and I flung it open, M'Lady. 

 But now it is important for you to explain the position she was in when 

you saw her.  ---  She was… She was sitting on the floor, to the right of the 

toilet, M'Lady. She was seated on her right buttocks with her left arm… her 

right arm on top of the toilet bowl and her head was on her shoulder. 

 Let us just look at the photograph so that we get the position.  That is 

photograph 123, album 1.  Now you are saying, she is sitting with her back 

against the wall.  ---  Where the magazine rack is in this photo, M'Lady. 

 So her back is against the magazine rack, her head is on the toilet 

bowl.  ---  The magazine was not, the magazine rack was not there, M'Lady.  

 Was the magazine rack not there?  ---  No, M'Lady. 



 You know that for a fact?  ---  Yes, M'Lady, that is where Reeva was, 

M'Lady.  Her head was where there is a lot of blood on the toilet bowl on the 

seat and her legs were over here, M'Lady and she was in this position.   

 So her head was there where the blood is on the toilet seat?  ---  That 

is correct, M'Lady.  

 And her right hand was lower down, towards the floor, her right arm?  -

--  That is not what I said, M'Lady. 

 What did you say?  ---  I said she had her right arm on the toilet bowl 

and her head was on her right shoulder. 

 And you say that you remember that the toilet, the magazine rack was 

not there? ---  That is where Reeva was, M'Lady. 

 Where was the magazine rack?  ---  It was to the far right against the 

two walls, M'Lady. 

 M'Lady, if the court allows…  Okay, let us just open at 119.  It is the 

album in front of you there, E119.  Oh, there it is.  Okay, it is there already.  So 

on that photograph, you can see the magazine rack and that would be more to 

the right?  ---  When I found Reeva, the magazine rack was against the wall, 

on the right, M'Lady. 

 Now there is the panel in the way there, so do you know where the 

panel was?  ---  No, M'Lady, I do not remember where the panel was. 

 But the magazine rack was to the right of the panel?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

COURT:   Just assist me? 



MR NEL:    As the court pleases.  

COURT:   Where is left and where is right?  

MR NEL:   As we look at the photograph, M'Lady. 

COURT:   As we look at the photograph? 

MR NEL:   As we look at the photograph. 

COURT:   Thank you. 

MR NEL:   Is that now you understood it, Mr Pistorius?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Now then, when you found her there, what happened?  ---  I sat over 

her.  I crouched down over her, M'Lady and I put my arm underneath her, my 

left arm underneath her right arm and I checked to see if she was breathing or 

she had a pulse and then I did not feel that she did, so I just sat.  I pulled her 

onto me.  I was more to the… if you look at the toilet bowl on the left, so I 

pulled her around onto me. 

 Yes, and then?  ---  And then I heard her breathing, M'Lady and so I 

immediately tried to get, to pick her up and get her out of the toilet.   

 Yes, and then?  ---  I was not able to pick her up, M'Lady, so I scuffled 

around with my legs, which is probably why I kicked the, how I kicked the 

magazine rack.  You can see where I was seated in the toilet and I had 

Reeva’s weight on top of me against the left hand part of the door frame and 

then I managed to turn her around, I placed her down on the ground and then I 

tried to get her into the, into the bathroom. 

 I just have to ask you, sir, the fact that you kicked the magazine rack, is 



that a memory or is that a reconstruction?  Is that what you think you…? 

[intervenes]  ---  That is what I think, M'Lady.  I said I must have. 

 You must have, okay.  You cannot, you do not have an independent 

recollection having kicked the magazine rack to that spot?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

But it was not there when you picked her up?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

Yes, what happened then?  ---  I then… I placed her half way between 

the toilet and the bathroom [indistinct] frame and I tried to pick her up but I 

could not pick her up.  I then moved her into the bathroom.  I grabbed her 

phone, which was… I saw on the floor in the toilet and I tried to …[intervenes]  

Where was it?  Where was her phone?  ---  Her phone was where this 

plank is, M'Lady. 

And you are at photo?  You are… At photograph what do you have it 

open?  ---  I beg your pardon, photo 119, M'Lady. 

At 119, her phone was on the floor where the plank is, the big panel?  -

--  That is correct, M'Lady.  

And you picked the phone up?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

Was anything wrong with the phone?  ---  Not that I can remember, 

M'Lady.  I just could not access it because I did not know the… it had a 

passcode on it and I did not know the code, M'Lady.  

Was it on?  ---  Yes, it was on, M'Lady. 

 And then, what did you do then with the phone?  ---  I just dropped it 

and I ran to my room to get my phones. 

 You dropped the phone?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady, or I put it down, I 



dropped it.  I put it down or I dropped it, I do not remember. 

 What happened then?  ---  I then ran to the left hand side of my bed 

where my cell phones were.  I grabbed them and I ran to be with Reeva, 

whereby I phoned Johan Stander to come and help me pick her up. 

 But let us just deal with that.  The fact that you phoned Johan Stander, 

you had to look up his number and dial him from your phonebook?  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 If you look at photograph 103, with the, taking, keeping in mind your 

version that the scene were tampered with and/or changed, is there anything 

wrong with that photograph that should be where it is at the moment?  ---  

M'Lady, with reference to the scene being tampered with, it is that the police’s 

own photos contradict each other, M'Lady, so I cannot say this photo was the 

right photo or it was not the right photo. 

 And you remember the scene?  ---  I do not remember placing the gun 

down.  I do not remember throwing the cricket bat.  I do not remember putting 

the phone …[intervenes]  

 So you do not have an independent recollection of what you did with 

the gun, where you put it down?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Neither do you have, what you did with the bat?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Now her phone is on that photograph.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Is that possible that you put it there?  ---  It is possible, M'Lady. 

 Is it possible that it could have been in that… if you just turn the page 



to 104, that the cover came off?  ---  I believe there is another photo, M'Lady, 

where the cover is on the phone, in the same position, but it could have been 

that I dropped the phone and the cover came off.  

 So it is possible that that happened?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now your white phone, the other phone, is it possible that it was found 

under the towels that one can see on photograph 103?  ---  I do not remember 

placing the phone anywhere, M'Lady.  So it is possible. 

 Okay.  Then, I just want to… I will step away from this.  The… you do 

not have specific recollection of anything that the police tampered with there, 

except reference to photographs, tampered in the bathroom with.  Am I right?  

---  Uhm… 

 Do you?  ---  M'Lady, all my references with the photographs, there 

was a lot of tampering that I could see, but with reference to what I 

remembered from that morning to the photos, I do not, I would not be able to 

say what I remembered and what I do not remember, M'Lady. 

 Good.  Then you, you carried… what happened then?  ---  I then 

phoned Mr Stander.  I then phoned 082911.  I asked the operator what to do 

and he said that I should take Reeva to the closest hospital, that I should not 

wait for an ambulance. 

 So you were not screaming at this stage?  ---  No, M'Lady, I was 

crying. 

 And after you… when you found Reeva, when you have now hit the 

door with cricket bat, you found Reeva, did you scream then?  ---  No, M'Lady. 



 Why not, because now you see her?  Now it is the opportunity for you 

to scream: ‘Reeva!  Reeva, are you fine!’.  Why would you not scream then?  --

-  M'Lady, I do not understand that question. 

 You have now seen that she is in there.  It is the first time that you 

know she is in the toilet.  Am I right?  ---   That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Why did you not scream then?  ---  I do not know what the purpose 

would be of screaming, M'Lady.  I was overcome with sadness and I was 

crying …[intervenes]  

 What would the purpose…  What would the purpose of screaming have 

been when you hit down the door?  ---  I was in panic, M'Lady. 

 Now you see her, now she is wounded.  Are you not now in even 

greater panic?  ---  No, I am now, I am now broken, M'Lady.  I am crying. 

 You see, now you know that the state witnesses have said that after 

the shots, there were no, no screaming.  That is why you now do not want to 

scream.  Is that not so?  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 Because you see, I find it strange, sir, you have now seen her for the 

first time, that your panic would not have been at its greatest, when you saw 

her through the broken door.  ---  M'Lady, there was, the state of panic is not 

knowing…  When I saw Reeva there, I was broken, I was overcome with 

sadness, so I would not have screamed out …[intervenes]  

 No, you see that…  Up until that time when you broke it down, you 

would not have thought that you shot her.  ---  That is not what I said, M'Lady. 

 You hoped you did not.  ---  Yes, I hoped I did not. 



 But when you saw it, Mr Pistorius, that must have been an 

unbelievable shock?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And you never screamed and shouted out?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 You are running up and down screaming, but not when you saw her?  -

--  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Mr Pistorius, I would have expected you to then scream at Reeva, talk 

to her.  Did you?  ---  Yes, I talked to her, I was crying, I was talking to her all 

the time saying: ‘Baby, please hold on.  Jesus, please help me.’  I was praying 

for her. …[Accused crying]… 

 Now you phoned nine… 082911.  What happened then?  ---  I do not 

remember calling Mr Baba, M'Lady, but from the phone records, I made a call 

to them.  The only inference I can make from that is that I phoned them to help 

me carry Reeva  because I was not able to pick her up off the floor.  

 But that, that is an inference you make, you have no recollection?  ---  

No, I have no recollection of it. 

 But he phoned you.  ---  He phoned me back.  That is right, My Lady.  

 What happened then?  ---  I do not remember that either My Lady.   

 His version is that you said: Everything is okay.  ---  That does not 

make sense, M'Lady. 

 Except that you did not want the security there.  ---  Then I would not 

have phoned them in the first place, M'Lady. 

 But you never spoke to them.  Was that not just a call by mistake?  ---  



M'Lady, as Mr Nel said, I would have had to phone Johan Stander and find his 

number.  In the same manner I would have had to phone the security’s 

numbers. 

 But now they are talking to you… now talking to you and you spoke to 

them.  ---  I do not remember that, M'Lady. 

 But according to him, you knew, you were talking to him.  He asked 

you a question and you replied to the question.  Why can you not remember 

that?  ---  Because I do not remember speaking to Mr Baba, M'Lady.  On the 

phone records I saw I phoned him first.  If I had phoned him first to ask him for 

help and he phoned me back, I do not know why I would then tell him that 

everything is fine. 

 Except that you did not want him there.  ---  That is… I do not 

remember speaking to Mr Baba, M'Lady, and I obviously phoned him because 

I did want help. 

 Now obviously you phone him before you picked Reeva up.  ---  That is 

correct, M'Lady.  

 Now, so after you spoke to him, what happened?  ---  I then managed 

to pick Reeva up and I walked with her to the bottom of the staircase, M'Lady. 

 And then?  ---  And then I was met by Mr Stander and Ms Stander.  I 

told them to help me get Reeva into the car and then they told me to put her 

down, that the ambulance was on the way and I argued with them and I said: 

‘Please, just help me get her to the hospital’ and they said: ‘Ozzie, just put her 

down’.  So I placed her down. 



 Now then Dr Stipp arrived and the paramedics arrived.  I do not think 

that is of such importance so we will not deal with that in detail, but you also 

phoned Mr Divaris.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  I am not sure if I spoke to him 

or if somebody phoned him, but that was just… I think from the phone records, 

I remember around four o’clock when I went in the kitchen. 

 Now, and you used your phone?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 How did your phone get there?  ---  I had my phone in my pocket, 

M'Lady, when I left the bathroom. …[Pause]… I had two phones, which I 

collected next to the bed. 

 So you took your phone downstairs with you?  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Why would you do that?  Why would you not drop it and pick Reeva 

up?  ---  Because I needed to communicate, if I needed to communicate or if 

the ambulance needed to phone me back. . 

 So you thought about that and you kept your phone with you? ---  At 

the time, My Lady.  I made the phone call and before I picked Reeva up, I put 

the phone in my pocket. 

 Who put it on the charger?  ---  I do not know, My Lady.   

 If Carice would say it was on the charger in the kitchen when she 

spoke to it, how would that have happened?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady. 

 It was not you?  ---  I am not sure, M'Lady.  There was a charger in my 

kitchen.  I am not sure if I plugged it in or who plugged it in, or if it was plugged 

in. 



 You see, Mr Pistorius, today’s cross-examination deals with aspects 

that in fact happened.  You did break down the door.  You did carry her down.  

So I am just looking at different things as far as the version is concerned.  As 

far as your version is concerned that you broke down the door, that you picked 

her up and carried her down is not in dispute and that is what your… there is 

very little improbability because that in fact happened.  As far as this is 

concerned, it happened.  Up until the shots, that is why you struggle with your 

version because that is a version that did not happen and you had to develop 

it.  Do you understand what I am saying?  ---  I understand what Mr Nel is 

saying, but I do not agree, M'Lady …[intervenes]  

 But then, the only…  I have to just challenge you on something.  

M'Lady, may I just page through this?  I am looking for a photograph.  M'Lady, 

may I just have a moment?  Somebody wrote me a note and I will try and 

understand what is in the note, M'Lady.  M'Lady, may I confer with the people 

behind me? 

COURT:   Yes. 

MR NEL:   Mr Pistorius, I will deal with something and I think if we, before… 

you experts will deal with them in more detail about it, if you look at photograph 

119, can you see the left leg of that magazine rack is in a pool of blood?  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now that magazine rack never moved from where it is there.  I did not 

go backwards.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 And it is small detail, but if one looks at the photograph, it never moved 



into the blood as well.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Yes.  So if you just look at the photograph, it does not look like that 

magazine rack has moved.  ---  It looks like it was picked up, My Lady and 

placed there.  The magazine rack did not have any blood on it, M'Lady, so it 

would have been placed there. . 

 So somebody must have picked it up and put it into the blood at that 

specific spot?  ---  At that time, My Lady.  

 And, but the bookrack has blood on it, but you just cannot see it, but is 

it also not part of your case that it has got blood on it?  ---  I am not sure, 

M'Lady.  From here I cannot see any blood on the bookrack, M'Lady. 

 We will deal with that in cross-examination of your expert, but you see, 

I agree with you that if you look at the photograph, it does not look as if it 

moved?  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

M'Lady, I am getting lots of messages from behind and I think it is 

important and it will be very difficult of me to just confirm and carry on.  Before 

I move away from here, may I ask the court’s indulgence for a five minute to 

ten minute adjournment, so that I just get this?  I struggle to get it and 

continue. 

COURT:   You need five or ten?  Which is which? 

MR NEL:   Five minutes. 

COURT:   Yes, the court will adjourn. 

COURT ADJOURNS  [10:28]                [10:34]  COURT RESUMES 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS  (s.u.o.) 



CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR NEL (Continued):   Thank you, M'Lady.  Now I 

am going to show you a photograph, sir.  What I am going to try and show you 

is that there is indeed blood on the magazine rack and that the magazine rack 

has not moved, but whilst they are trying to get it on the screen, you have 

heard that your expert, Professor Botha, explained the marks on the back of 

Reeva as striation marks caused by the magazine rack.  You have heard that, 

sir?   ---  Yes, I have, M'Lady. 

 And your version today is that, when you opened that door, the 

magazine rack was in the right hand corner.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now, and she was definitely on the floor, next to the toilet, to the right 

of the toilet.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  

 Now, Mr Pistorius, then on that specific version, that magazine rack 

could never have caused the striations on her back.  ---  I do not agree, 

M'Lady. 

 Why do you not?  How do you say it could not?  ---  Because Reeva 

would have fallen at some point, M'Lady, and it is possible that she fell against 

the magazine rack.  The magazine rack is a lot lighter and it possibly could 

have moved when she fell.  I would not… Unless it was pinned against a 

certain point, it would have definitely moved. 

 So when she fell, she moved the magazine rack?  It must have moved.  

---  I do not know, I cannot say that, M'Lady. 

 But somebody must have then put it back where it is, where one can 

see it.  ---  I do not know, M'Lady.  I cannot remember where it was when I left 



the bathroom.  I can remember where I found Reeva and where it was in the 

bathroom at that time. 

 Now I am going to show you just at photograph 119 that there is indeed 

blood against the, on the magazine rack, 119.  Photo… I am going to show you 

photograph 119, I can zoom into the magazine rack and I will show you that 

there is indeed blood on the magazine rack and that on the wall, next to the 

magazine rack, there is blood that was caused by… there we go.  I am going to 

ask Mr Van Staden just to zoom into the magazine rack first.  Can you see the 

blood there?  ---  Yes, I can, M'Lady. 

 Do you see the blood?  ---  Yes, M'Lady. 

 There, there it is, yes.  Now there is smear, blood smear on that, which 

indicates that her head must have touched it.  ---  I guess that is right, M'Lady. 

 But that is also important to see that just right of the magazine rich, 

against the wall, there is another smear, a hear smear that was caused 

…[intervenes]  ---  M'Lady, that mark looks more to me like it is a straight mark 

which might have been from my sock, from my leg when I was trying to turn 

around in the bathroom. 

 But even then, the magazine rack was not there.  ---  That is probably 

when the magazine rack would have moved, M'Lady. 

 But then there would have been an indication in the blood that it 

moved, and there is nothing on the blood on the floor.  ---  No, there is an 

indication where the cursor is pointed on the wall, M'Lady. 

 Yes, but… no, there blood on the wall.  I am talking about the leg of the 



magazine rack in the blood.  There is no indication that it move, slid into there 

and you did not pick it up.  ---  I did not pick it up, M'Lady.  At that time, it was 

maybe a couple of minutes after the incident.  I am not sure if the magazine 

racked moved in and then the blood carried on running on the floor, but I… it 

was not there when I found Reeva, M'Lady, and the only thing I could possibly 

think of for the blood being on the rack is where the magazine rack was when I 

moved Reeva.  I had her weight on me and I moved around, so I… that would 

be the only way that… I do not remember the magazine rack being here, 

M'Lady. 

 But it goes further than that.  Apart from the fact that you do not 

remember it being there, your evidence is stronger than that.  Your evidence 

is, it was definitely not there.  ---  That is correct.  When I found Reeva, it was 

definitely not there, M'Lady. 

 But then we, then we have to test you on it there because how can you 

be so sure it was not there?  ---  Because that is where I found Reeva, M'Lady. 

 Now that… even if it, even if moved in there just after the, after you 

removed her, the blood would not have covered that area around the leg, if 

that slid in there, Mr Pistorius.  If that leg slid into the blood, it would have not 

been covered in the way it is now.  ---  I agree with that, M'Lady. 

 And look at the droplets of blood from the, from the big pool of blood.  

Do you see there?  That was not disturbed.  It is clear droplets of blood.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  

 As she was picked up.  ---  That is correct, M'Lady.  



 That was not disturbed by the sliding there of the magazine rack.  ---  

That is correct, M'Lady.  There is only one point where it looks like the blood 

has been disturbed, where the cursor was, but those drops do not look like it 

has been disturbed. 

 Mr Pistorius, that magazine rack never moved.  That was where she 

ended up, on the magazine rack with her head on the toilet.  ---  That is 

incorrect, M'Lady. 

 Where was the magazine rack before this incident happened? ---  It 

was in the bathroom, M'Lady, towards the middle of the wall. 

 So is that where you kept it, towards the middle of the wall?  ---  It is 

not where I kept it, M'Lady.  It is where my housekeeper placed it.  It was 

anywhere between the wall on the left and the wall on the right, but usually in 

the middle. 

 But that, as I said, Mr Pistorius, that what happened after the shooting, 

apart from this piece of information we are exactly… in fact happened.  You 

did, you broke down the door and you carried her downstairs.  Now, Mr 

Pistorius, yesterday I asked you a question of who we should blame for what 

happened and you indicated that we should blame you.  ---  That is correct, 

M'Lady.  

 Who should we blame for the fact that you shot her?  ---  I do not know, 

M'Lady.  I was scared. 

 No, I am asking you.  You said we should blame you for having taken 

her life.  That is what you said yesterday.  Am I right?  ---  That is correct, 



M'Lady.  

 Who should we blame for you having shot her?  ---  M'Lady, I believe 

that there was a threat that was on my life. 

 So once again we have… we should not blame you for the fact that you 

shot her. --- [No audible answer]  

 Am I right?  ---  I agree with Mr Nel, M'Lady. 

 That we should not blame you.  Who should we then blame?  We 

should blame somebody, or something.  Who should be blamed?  ---  I am not 

sure, M'Lady. 

 Should we blame Reeva?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 She never told you she is going to the toilet.  Should we not blame 

her?  ---  No, M'Lady. 

 Should we blame the government?  ---  I do not know who one should 

blame, M'Lady. 

 No, I am asking you.  You must be blaming somebody for this.    ---  I 

do not, M'Lady.  I believe there was a threat. 

 But we cannot blame you for having pulled the trigger.  No, we cannot 

blame you for having shot and killed Reeva.  You are not to blame.  ---  

M'Lady, I believed that there was someone coming out to attack me. 

 But then the answer is: Yes, Mr Nel, we cannot blame me.  That is the 

answer.  Is that the answer?  ---  I have given that answer to Mr Nel already, 

M'Lady. 

 Who should we blame for the black talon rounds that ripped through 



her body?   

COURT:   Is it not the same question, just rephrased? 

MR NEL:   No, it is something different.  It deals, with the utmost respect 

M'Lady, it deals with the ammunition.  

COURT:   Pardon? 

MR NEL:   It deals with the ammunition, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Yes, but? 

MR NEL:   It… It… With the utmost respect, M'Lady, it is just something 

different.  May I proceed with it?  The focus is on the ammunition in the gun. 

COURT:   Well, I know you are talking about the ammunition, but I am not quite 

sure if the question is clear. 

MR NEL:   If the question is? 

COURT:   Is clear.  I mean he did have that in his possession.  That we know.  

MR NEL:   Who should that …[intervenes]  

COURT:  Are you saying he should not have had it?   

MR NEL:   I am asking why he had it.  I would get there, M'Lady. 

COURT:   Oh? 

MR NEL:   Yes, that is why I wanted to get at. 

COURT:   Alright.  Okay. 

MR NEL:   Who should we blame for the black Talon ammunition that ripped 

through her body?  ---  I do not understand the question, M'Lady. 

 Who? Who put the… Who fired at her with black talon ammunition?  ---  

I did, M'Lady. 



 Why did you have black talon ammunition?  ---  It is ammunition that is 

used for my type of firearm, M'Lady. 

 Okay.  No, I will not take that any further.  Mr Pistorius, I am putting to 

you firstly, you were only two people in the house that night.  You killed Reeva 

and you are the only person that can give us a version of what happened.  Do 

you agree with that?  ---  I agree, M'Lady. 

 I am putting it to you, Mr Pistorius, that your version is not only 

untruthful, but it is so improbable that it cannot be reasonably possibly true.  ---   

I do not agree, M'Lady. 

 I am putting to you, Mr Pistorius, that the court will, on the objective 

facts and the circumstantial evidence make the following findings.   

MR ROUX:   Maybe it should read: ‘should’.  I do not think Mr Nel can say the 

court will make that finding.  He can say that is what he will ask the court to 

make that finding.  He says that the court will make the following finding.  I 

think it is for the court to do that.  He can say: I will ask, or the state or ask the 

court to make that finding. 

COURT:   Yes.  Yes, Mr Nel. 

MR NEL:   On my argument, the court will make the following findings and it 

will be my argument.  Do you understand that?  ---  I do, M'Lady. 

 On the… I say, on the circumstance… On the objective facts and 

circumstantial evidence, I am putting it as strong as this, the court will, Mr 

Pistorius, as the only reasonable inference make the following findings.  I am 

putting that, that my argument is: It will.  Do you understand that?  ---  I cannot 



understand that, M'Lady …[intervenes]  

 Okay, then do not.  ---   If that is what Mr Nel puts to the court, then 

that is what he puts to the court.   

 That Reeva ate within two hours of you having shot and killed her.  ---  

That is incorrect, M'Lady. 

 Is it… do you exclude it totally?  ---  M'Lady, we have been cross-

examined on this topic where I said, I do not think and I do not see how she 

would have possibly eaten. 

 That whilst awake eating, that is the argument that Ms Van der Merwe 

heard.  ---  Well if Ms Van der Merwe was awake and eating, she heard an 

argument, is that what I am being asked, M'Lady? 

 Whilst Reeva is awake and eating, Ms Van der Merwe heard argument, 

and that is what she referred to, Reeva arguing.  ---  M'Lady, an argument is 

between two people.  Ms Van der Merwe said she heard one person, M'Lady. 

 The one person she heard was Reeva.  ---  I do not think she said she 

heard Reeva speaking, M'Lady. 

 You heard that when I started, I said that this would be the only 

reasonable inference, on the facts, Reeva was awake and Van der Merwe 

heard her.  I am putting to you that Johnson, Burger and both Stipps heard 

Reeva’s blood curdling screams, not yours.  ---  I do not agree, M'Lady. 

 That they heard that when she escaped from you.  That is why she 

screamed like that.  Do you want to comment?  ---  No, M'Lady, I do not agree 

with …[intervenes]  



 You shot four shots through the door, whilst knowing that she was 

standing behind the door.  ---  That is incorrect, M'Lady. 

 That you knew that she was talking to you.  ---  That is incorrect, 

M'Lady. 

 She is locked into the bathroom and you armed yourself with the sole 

purpose of shooting and killing her.  ---  M'Lady, the bathroom does not have a 

door. 

 Into the toilet, she locked herself into the toilet.  You armed yourself 

with the sole purpose of shooting and killing her and that is what you did 

…[intervenes]  ---  That is not true, M'Lady. 

 Afterwards, indeed, you were overcome by what you have done.  That 

is true.  ---  That is true, M'Lady. 

 Only because it was your intention to kill her.  You realised that.  ---  

On the opposite, M'Lady. 

 Thank you, M'Lady.  I have nothing further for this witness. 

COURT:   Thank you, Mr Nel.  Yes, Mr Roux. 

MR ROUX:   M'Lady, may I just have five minutes to confer because



 there is just some of the aspects I must discuss. 

COURT:   We will take five minute’s break. 

COURT ADJOURNS [10:50]             ~ ~ ~             [11:31] COURT RESUMES 

OSCAR LEONARD CARL PISTORIUS:  (s.u.o.) 

COURT:   Yes, Mr Roux?  

RE-EXAMINATION BY MR ROUX:   Thank you, My Lady.  Mr Pistorius,  during 

cross-examination and I am going to ask you about it, but I am going to read 

from the official record, page 1773.  You said that, with reference to the door 

slamming, that: 

  "I thought that there was either somebody who is getting… 

going into the toilet or that somebody had kicked the door 

because the door opens up to near where the window is.” 

--- That is correct, My Lady.  

  Then you carried on to say:  

  “I was hoping that the person was fleeing the house and in 

that process had kicked the door closed.” 

Can you remember that? --- Yes.  That is correct, My Lady.  

 It was then put to you that you either heard somebody kick the door 

or slam it.  --- That is correct, My Lady. . 

 And you then responded by saying you never heard someone kicking 

the door.  --- That is correct, I never heard somebody kicking the the door My 

Lady.   It was put to me that I heard… I either heard somebody kicking the door 

or slamming the door.  What I said was that the door was either kicked, which 



resulted in it slamming or somebody slammed it, My Lady.    

 You then were confronted with that and you apologised because you 

were… it was put to you that you heard somebody kick or slam the door.  Why 

did you apologise? --- I was confused by the way that it was put across My 

Lady.   I was told that I put it across in a manner in which I had said that I had 

heard the door being kicked or slammed and I did not hear the door  being 

kicked.  I said the door was either kicked by an intruder leaving the house which 

resulted in it slamming, that was what I meant.  

 Then the second question.  It will not be a lot.  It is just a number of 

questions.  Could you explain to the court if you talk about an accident, what is it 

that you mean by that? --- Well, I mean the situation.  The situation as a whole.  

It was not… It was not meant to be.   

 Now when you were standing with your firearm pointing to the toilet 

door, what emotions did you experience? --- I was terrified.  I feared for my life.  

I was scared, I was thinking about what could happen to me and to Reeva.   I 

was… I was just extremely fearful and overcome with a sense of terror and 

vulnerability.   

 And when you heard the noise that you interpreted to be the door 

opening, what was the feeling that you had, or the emotion that you 

experienced? --- It was just complete terror and helplessness My Lady.  

 Could you please repeat that?   I  am sorry. There was just a 

disturbance. --- I beg your pardon.  I said it was complete terror and just a 

feeling of helplessness.  Not having anything to be able to do My Lady, not 



being able to defend myself.   

 Did you consciously pull the trigger, or not? --- Not My Lady. I did not 

think about pulling the trigger.  As soon as I heard the noise before I could think, 

I… I pulled the trigger, My Lady.    

 But you pulled the trigger? --- That is correct, My Lady.  

MR NEL:  May it please the court, My Lady.  I am not going to jump up and 

down.   It is always difficult in re-examination.   But I want to ask the court, or to 

be vigilant about leading questions.  ‘But you pulled the trigger’.  That was just 

what was just said.  That is just yes.  That suggests a yes, that is not a question 

for a yes or no.  So My Lady, I have just used this opportunity.  I will be listening 

to leading questions and if that could just be avoided My Lady.  So that I do not 

have to get up and object every time.   

MR ROUX:  He is correct, My Lady.  It followed on the previous one, but he is 

quite correct in his objection.  I agree.   If I may show you photo 69.  If I may just 

ask to blow up, to magnify to some extent, the denim on the floor.  The trousers.  

…[Pause]… Can you look at the trousers Mr Pistorius?  --- Yes, I can My Lady.   

 We know there was a previous photograph 68, where it was the 

inside out.  Now what is on that photo?  --- Photo 68 they are inside out My 

Lady.  In photo 69 they seem… the appear to be in a different way, the way of 

the outside out, My Lady.   

COURT:   I cannot see that Mr Roux?  Is there a way of making it bigger? I 

cannot see. 

MR ROUX:   Is there a way that you can make it bigger?  …[Pause]… Could 



you explain to the court why you say so, Mr Pistorius?  --- One can see where 

the belt leads across the top of the jeans, at the top right.  And there is no fold 

in the… or colour change as in the previous photo, My Lady.   

 Mr Pistorius, at the bail application, when you deposed to your bail 

affidavit, was is at the time that you had access to the statements in the 

document?  --- No, My Lady.  It was in the beginning of my bail, it was before 

the inspecting officer Hilton Botha even gave his evidence, My Lady.   

 Could you just repeat that?  I could not hear you? --- I beg your 

pardon.  There was a police officer, Hilton Botha, My Lady, who was the 

investigating officer, who was later taken off the case, who is not here.  Who 

he, before he even gave his evidence, I had made… I had done the bail 

statement My Lady.   

 When you were asked to scream in the test done, Mr Pistorius, do 

you know if any equipment was used? --- I remember some equipment was 

used My Lady.  I am not sure as to what tests were done.  They asked me to 

be ready for a certain time, to do the testing and I did it and it made me fairly 

emotional and the persons were unknown to me who did the tests.   

 You were asked and cross-examined relevant to the relationship 

between you and Reeva.   Can you remember that? --- Yes, I can, My Lady.   

 I want you to look at a document.  Could you just get copies please?  

What is it? Before I give it a number Mr Pistorius, what is that, that I have 

handed you?  What document is that?  --- This is my Valentine’s card, My 

Lady.   



 Your? --- Excuse me.  The Valentine’s letter and card from Reeva, 

My Lady.  

 For which Valentine’s day? --- For the Valentine’s… for the day 

when the accident happened, My Lady.    

 My Lady, can that be marked as EXHIBIT HHH.  And what does that 

say? Can you read that? --- The envelope says:  Ozzie.   

 Could you just read everything on the outside?  ---  Yes, sir. I beg your 

pardon.  The envelope says:  ‘Ozzie’.  With some hearts and a squiggle and 

then it says on the front of the card:  

“Roses are red, violets are blue” 

Then on the inside she wrote the date on the left and then on the right she 

says:  

 “I think today is a good day to tell you that…’ 

And then it says: 

 “I love you.” 

And then she signed it with her name and a smiley face and some kisses.   

 Thank you, My Lady.  I have no further re-examination.   

ASSESSOR HENZEN DU TOIT:   Mr Pistorius? --- Yes, My Lady. 

 Could you please confirm if the deceased in this matter had access 

to the alarm remote? --- She did, My Lady.  

 And could she activate and deactivate the alarm? --- I am not sure if 

she knew how to, but she would have been able to if she had the remote, My 

Lady.   



 One last question from me: I would like to know if you could answer 

if the light in the toilet, if it was working at the time of the incident?  --- It was 

not working, My Lady. 

 Thank you.   

COURT:   Any questions arising?   

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR NEL:  None from my side, My Lady.  

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR ROUX:   None.  Thank you, My Lady.   

COURT:   Thank you.   Before I ask the witness to step down, I just want to 

make sure about something.  That structure that we see there with that door, is 

it common cause that the structure is a replica of the toilet a the accused’s 

place? Because I do not quite remember how it was put?    

MR ROUX:   Size wise, My Lady, it is a replica.  It gives the correct size of the 

toilet and it is the toilet door of course with the missing parts, but ja, to that 

extent a replica to the extent that it replicates the size of and the layout of the 

toilet. --- My Lady, if I may add.  It does not have a frame that is similar to the 

frame that I had at my house.   

COURT:  Yes.  

MR NEL:   Indeed,  My Lady.  It is a replica size wise, layout wise and the way 

the door is fitted.   

COURT:   Thank you, Mr Nel.  Thank you, Mr Pistorius. --- Thank you, My 

Lady.  

 For your assistance.  You may step down. Yes, Mr Roux?  

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS  


