
                                                                                                          
 
 

 

IAAPA honors PortAventura World's pioneering and 

sustainable strategy with the first-ever IAAPA EMEA 

Award for Extraordinary Excellence 2021 

  
• The resort develops a very ambitious sustainability strategy from both the 

social and environmental aspects 

• The award, given for the first time, will be presented to the company during 

IAAPA Expo Europe 2021, held in the Fira Barcelona Gran Vía 

 

PortAventura World, September 29th, 2021. – The firm strategic commitment to 

sustainability of PortAventura World, pioneering in the leisure and entertainment 

industry, has been recognised and awarded by the global association for the 

attractions industry IAAPA with the ‘IAAPA EMEA Award for Extraordinary 

Excellence’. This award is being given by the members of the IAAPA EMEA Advisory 

Committee, which is the representational body of the leading attraction operators 

and suppliers in the EMEA region. PortAventura World is the first-ever recipient of 

this honor from IAAPA, publicly recognised during the opening ceremony of IAAPA 

Expo Europe 2021, which takes place in Barcelona between 27th and 30th 

September.  

 

IAAPA presents this honor to member companies in recognition of their leadership, 

innovation, and forward-thinking to the attractions industry throughout Europe, the 

Middle East and Africa (EMEA). The 2021 award celebrates PortAventura World’s 

outstanding and pioneering efforts in sustainability.  

 

Fernando Aldecoa, Managing Director of PortAventura World, explained, “we are 

very proud to receive this award that recognises our commitment to implement a 

sustainability strategy in one of the world's leading leisure destinations such as 

PortAventura World. Behind the development of the sustainability strategy that we 

are implementing is the work of a great team, and we are pleased that it is 

recognised in this way”. 

 

A committed strategy in social and environmental terms 

The entertainment and accommodation offer of PortAventura World has positioned 

the resort as one of the most important leisure destinations in Europe, having 

welcomed more than 90 million visitors since its opening. The complex constitutes a 

true European benchmark in terms of its commitment to Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) in the social, environmental, and good governance spheres.  

 

One of its most iconic projects is PortAventura Dreams. Promoted by the 

PortAventura Foundation, the initiative has created a village within the resort that 

every year seeks to offer a unique experience to children and young people who 

suffer from serious illnesses, as well as their families. The hospitals Niño Jesús in 

Madrid and Sant Joan de Déu and Vall de Hebron in Barcelona collaborate in this 

programme through a committee of doctors and experts in the field of health. 



                                                                                                          
 
 

 

 

As a company committed to the wellbeing of society, PortAventura World's 

corporate responsibility strategy has as its fundamental pillars the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) promoted by the United Nations Organisation and the 

commitment to the UNWTO Global Code of Ethics for Tourism.   

 

In this sense, the company has initiated several actions aimed at implementing 

each of the principles included in international initiatives, focusing on three main 

objectives: environmental, social, and good governance. At an environmental level, 

the resort controls its carbon footprint and encourages the saving and reuse of 

water, in addition to promoting electric modes of transport and training its staff in 

environmental awareness, among other measures. Likewise, it promotes good 

governance practices, such as prioritising the hiring of local services and suppliers 

and investing in innovation and digitalisation.  

 

The most anticipated leisure sector event in Europe 

IAAPA Expo Europe is the leading trade fair for the leisure industry in Europe. It is 

an international conference that fosters synergies between the companies 

representing the attractions sector in the EMEA region and brings together industry 

professionals to discover the latest technological applications and new leisure 

services.  

 

With the collaboration of PortAventura World, the Expo will be held at Fira 

Barcelona Gran Vía. The programme will include participant exclusive special 

events, keynote presentations, education sessions, panel discussions and a 

tradeshow floor.  

 

About PortAventura World Parks & Resort 
PortAventura World Parks & Resort is one of the largest family leisure and holiday destination 
resorts in Europe and throughout its 26-year history has welcomed over 90 million visitors. 
With a privileged location close to Barcelona, the resort operates five 4-star themed hotels 

and one 5-star themed hotel (PortAventura Hotels) with around 2,500 rooms, and a 
convention centre (PortAventura Convention Centre) with capacity for up to 6,000 people. 
The range of leisure facilities on offer also includes 3 golf courses (two of which were 
designed by Greg Norman) and a Beach Club with direct access to the beach. PortAventura 
World Parks & Resort is also home to a leading theme park, water park and the only Ferrari 
Land park in Europe, with a range of internationally renowned attractions. 
www.portaventuraworld.com 

www.portaventuraevents.com 

www.fundacioportaventura.com 
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