
 
 

   

 

 

One of the most beautifully designed hotels in Amsterdam, the Conservatorium is on the site formerly 

occupied by the city’s Sweelinck Music Conservatorium. Originally built as the Rijkspostspaar bank at 

the end of the 19th century, the building was conceived by the renowned Dutch architect Daniel 

Knuttel. It heralded the regeneration of the Museumplein, an area previously derelict. Knuttel was 

praised for his ability to fuse simplicity and functionality.  

 

The award-winning Milan-based architect and interior designer Piero Lissoni has embraced the 

tradition of simplicity and functionality through the reincarnation of this spectacular building 100 

years later. Lissoni studied Architecture at the Politecnico di Milano and on graduating in 1985, he 

began collaborating as designer and Art Director with furniture manufactures Boffi, Living Divani and 

Porro. In 1986, together with Nicoletta Canesi, Piero Lissoni founded “Studio Lissoni”, which later 

became “Lissoni Associati”, and in 1996 they created Graph.x to develop graphics projects. The work 

of the studio includes architecture, graphic and industrial design projects, ranging from furniture, 

accessories, kitchens, bathroom and lighting fixtures to corporate identity, with advertising, 

catalogues and packaging. 



 
 

   

Known for his austere lines, demure fabrics and shades of grey with occasional bright accents, 

Lissoni is considered one of the most prominent and exciting contemporary Italian designers and 

architects. His clean designs are a hybrid of modernist and contemporary chic and contrast playfully 

with natural daylight throughout the building's spaces. Furniture from leading Italian manufacturers 

such as Living Divani, Kartell and Cassina sit prominently in all communal spaces while accent 

pieces such as vintage Asian rugs provide a sense of familiar comfort and cement the 

Conservatorium as one of the best designed hotels in Amsterdam. Besides the Conservatorium hotel, 

Lissoni also did the interior design at Mamilla hotel in Jerusalem and the refurbishment at David 

Citadel and Hotel Café Royal in London.  

 

Our hotel is renowned for its gorgeous Art Nouveau interiors. Yet in the hands of award-winning 

designer Piero Lissoni, even those features have achieved a new beauty. Throughout our spacious, 

light-filled guest rooms and suites, the hotel's original legacy meets the most refined modern 

materials, colours and technology. In every sense, it's the best of both centuries.  

 

The Lounge has a recycled Lithoverde volcanic stone floor and the beautiful hallways within the hotel 

contains terrazzo, liquid cement. The lamps in the hotels hallways are created by Lissoni. He is also 

the one who designed the fire doors, desks and host desk ecpecially for the Conservatorium hotel. 

When walking through the rich history hallways of the hotel, guests can enjoy paintings on the walls 

by Ninon & Alexandra.  

 

The Conservatorium's Brasserie and Lounge are located in a beautiful internal glass courtyard which 

has spectacular floor-to-ceiling windows. On the walls of the Brasserie, guests can find several 

paintings from Henk Helmantel.  

 

The paintings in the room are by Kevin Best. All bathrooms in the hotel are from Travestine. Both 

porous and not porous. In our Signature Suite, the I <3 Amsterdam Suite, we showcase a limited 

edition of Royal Delft tulip vases. 

 



 
 

   

The hallway from Taiko Bar to Taiko Cuisine surprises the guests by photographs by Claude 

Vanheye. He made pictures of famous celebirties visiting the capital city of the Netherlands, 

Amsterdam. 

 

Art being one of the pillars of the Set hotels, the Conservatorium wants to put itself on the map as a 

real art-destination. Next to the yearly art months the hotel is setting up long term collaborations with 

local artists for its Residence suites. The suites will be renamed Artist in Residence suites, with the 

addition of the name of the artist. 

 

These suites also include a kitchen and are mostly used for long time stays. The whole atmosphere is 

that of an Amsterdam apartment, and that is exactly why the hotel chooses to work with local artists, 

to emphasize the destination and heritage. 

 

The suites will be decorated with various art pieces from a certain artist, a short film will be available 

on the in-room television showing an interview with the artist where he explains about his works, his 

background and inspiration. The art pieces itself will be rotated frequently in order to be always new 

and fresh. 

In the room a book on the artist will be present next to a document with information on the various 

pieces. 

Next to the suites, some of the artists’ works will be displayed in the public areas to give the guests a 

feeling of recognition and to create a completer ambiance. 

 

To finalize the whole art-story, lectures and workshops will be organized where the artists will talk 

about their works, their inspiration and influences from various art movements. 

Exchanges of local artists in between the Set hotels via temporary exhibitions will make sure the 

pillar of the arts is very much alive within all the Set hotels. 

 

The Conservatorium is a proud member of The Leading Hotels of the World. 

  



 
 

   

For reservations please contact the team directly on +31 (0)20 570 0076 or via email 

reservations@conservatorium.com. For further information please visit 

www.conservatoriumhotel.com and follow @conservatoriumhotel on Instagram, @conservatoriumh 

on Twitter and Conservatorium Hotel on Facebook. 

 

### 

 

About Conservatorium Hotel  

The Conservatorium hotel is Amsterdam’s leading luxury lifestyle palace, evoking glamour and 

elegance for sophisticated, design-literate travellers. Located in Museum Square, the luxury centre 

and cultural heart of the city, the Conservatorium is an architectural masterpiece that combines a 

landmark heritage building with a graceful, contemporary design, offering guests a selection of 

restaurants, a bar, lounge and the 1,000 square metres Akasha Holistic Wellbeing Facility. A 

destination hotel with a real sense of place, the Conservatorium is known at home and abroad as 

‘Amsterdam’s Living Room’.  

https://www.conservatoriumhotel.com/  

 

About The Set  

At the most outstanding addresses, in the world’s most vibrant cities, The Set is creating the modern 

grand hotels of our time. In each one, we beautifully compose experiences that capture the hearts 

and minds of our guests, and the spirit and pace of their contemporary lifestyles. Currently consisting 

of the Hotel Café Royal in London, the Conservatorium in Amsterdam and Lutetia in Paris, they are 

inspired by the artistic and imaginative heritage of their buildings and their iconic cultural and vibrant 

locations.  

www.thesethotels.com  

 

For further press enquiries please contact: 

Nina van het Spijker, Head of Marketing, Conservatorium hotel 

E: nina.vanhetspijker@conservatoriumhotel.com T: +31 (0)20 5700 090 

 

http://www.conservatoriumhotel.com/
https://www.conservatoriumhotel.com/
http://www.thesethotels.com/

