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[ Act I: Prelude (3:10)

Scene 1: Wes Herd dies auch sei, hier muss ich rasten (3:26)
AKiihlende Labung Gab Mir Der Quell! (4:30)

Einen Unseligen labtest du (4:12)

Scene 2: Miid am Herd fand ich den Mann (4:52)
Friedman darf ich nicht heissen (5:43)

Die so leidig Los dir beschied (4:10)

[] Ich weiss ein wildes Geschlecht (6:05)

[2] Scene 3: Ein Schwert verhiess mir der Vater (4:53)
Schlifst du, Gast? (6:24)

Winterstiirme wichen dem Wonnemond (2:52)

Du bist der Lenz, nach dem ich verlangte (1:53)

O siisseste Wonne! Seligstes Weib! (5:43)

Siegmund heiss ich und Siegmund bin ich! (3:52)

Act II: Prelude - Nun ziume dein Ross, reisige Maid! (2:19)
Scene 1: Ho-jo-to-ho! Ho-jo-to-ho! (2:19)

Der alte Sturm, die alte Muh'l (3:38)

Disc Two

(1 Heut hast du's erlebt (0:58)

So ist est denn aus mit den ewigen Géttern (3:00)
Nichts lerntest du (6:55)

[4] Heiaha! Heiaha! Hojotoho! (2:42)

Scene 2: Schlimm, fiirchtich, schloss der Streit (5:40)
Als junger Liebe Lust mir verblich (4:25)

Ein andres ist's: achte es wohl (5:35)

[8] So nimmst du von Siegmund den Sieg? (3:35)

[9] So nimm meinen Segen, Niblungen-Sohn! (4:25)

DIGITAL AUDIO
PACO040a Discs ONE & Two: AcTs T &I
Disc One So sah ich Siegvater nie (2:53)

Scene 3: Raste nun hier: gonne dir Ruh! (3:04)
Hinweg! Hinweg! Flieh die Entweihte! (6:51)
Scene 4: Siegmund! Sieh auf mich! (8:17)
Erdenluft muss sie noch atmen (3:32)

Weh! Weh! Siissestes Weib (3:50)

Zwei Leben lachen dir hier (2:09)

Scene 5: Zauberfest bezihmt ein Schlaf (4:09)
Wehwalt! Wehwalt! (4:25)

Siegmund Ramon Vinay
Sieglinde Regina Resnik
Wotan Hans Hotter
Briinnhilde Astrid Varnay
Hunding Josef Greindl

Fricka Ira Malaniuk
Gerhilde Briinnhild Friedland
Ortlinde Bruni Falcon
Waltraute Lise Sorrell
Schwertleite Maria von Ilosvay
Helmwige Liselotte Thomamiiller
Siegrune Gisela Litz
Grimgerde Sibylla Plate
Rossweisse Erika Schubert

Live recording Bayreuth Festival, 9th August 1953

Chor und Orchester der Bayreuther Festspiele
Conductor: Clemens Krauss

XR remastering by Andrew Rose at Pristine Audio, February 2010
Cover artwork detail from painting Wotan Chases After Briinnhilde by Arthur Rackham

Total duration: 3hr 30:55 ©2010 Pristine Audio.
SARL Pristine Audio, Le Bourg, 24610 St. Méard de Gurcon, France - Tel. +33 (0)5 53 82 18 57 - Internet: www.pristineclassical.com

ﬁaNs rle RIS

ASTRID VARNAY - JOSEF GREINDBIY - IRAGVIATANIINES
NNHILD FRIEDLAND)-*BRIUINIE E r'J*l - LISE SORIL
MARIA VON ILOSYAY - LISECO TE THOUMAMULLER

GISELA LITZ- SIBYLUA PLA Xf DEILLCA SCHUBERT
BAYREUTHER FESTSPIELE

RAMON] VINAY - REGINA RES,

, Kmuss : X
AVR &H,‘ AUGUST 9,1953

o Sk 2 NQP 4 _ -i




COMPACT

WAGNER DIE WALKURE dis

Discs ONE & Twor ACTs T & PACO040a

oA |

Introduction: Although Wotan, chief of the gods, rules over giants, men and the Nibelung dwarfs by virtue of the treaties and contracts engraved on
the shaft of his spear, he has himself broken one such contract — he promised to give the goddess Freia to the two giants Fasolt and Fafner as payment
for building the stronghold of Valhalla, but when the work was completed he refused to part with Freia, who provides the gods with the apples of
cternal youth.
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‘ A substitute had to be found, and the giants demanded the treasure of Alberich the Nibelung. Alberich had stolen the magic Rhine gold from the three

Rhine maidens and forged from it a ring which gives its bearer mastery of the world if he will forswear love. Wotan was not prepared to renounce love,
but coveted the power of the ring. He took it by force from Alberich, who then put a deadly curse on it. Wotan gave it to the giants but only after the
all-wise goddess Erda, mother of the three Norns (weavers of the world's destiny), warned him of the approaching end of the gods. Alberich's curse

‘ took immediate effect: Fafner killed Fasolt to gain the ring, and took the entire treasure.

By means of the Tarnhelm (a magic cap which Alberich's brother Mime had forged from the gold) he changed himself into a monstrous dragon and in
this form he hoards the treasure in a cave in the depths of a forest. Wotan now takes two measures to secure himself against danger. With the help of the
‘ nine Valkyries borne to him by Erda (chief among whom is Briinnhilde), he gathers about him in Valhalla an army of warriors who will be able to
defend him against Alberich's power, should the Nibelung ever regain possession of the Ring, and at the same time he secks to influence events so that
‘ the ring will fall into the hands of a hero who has grown up free of divine help and is not bound by any of the treaties that bind the god himself. Under

(oMJ, ANV aNQ SOSIQ)

the name "Wilse" he has fathered, by a mortal woman, the twins Siegmund and Sieglinde, who have become separated from each other while children.
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Act 1: A fierce storm is raging. Siegmund, pursued by enemies, seeks refuge in a house built around the trunk of a mighty ash-tree. This is the home of
Sieglinde, who is married to the brutal Hunding. Sieglinde does not realise that the wounded and exhausted stranger is her brother. While she is caring,
for him an unmistakably sexual tension develops between the two. Hunding returns and, in spite of his distrust of the stranger, offers him hospitality.
Siegmund gives his name as Wehwalt (Weh=sorrow), son of Wolfe, and after some hesitation tells his story.

He had grown up in the forest with his parents and his twin sister. Returning home one day he found that marauders had burnt down their hut, killed
his mother and abducted his sister. Some years later he had become separated from his father, who also disappeared, leaving him alone in the world.
Siegmund has tried to mix with other men but has always been rejected as an outsider. He is now fleeing from a clan whom he had found trying to
marry a girl off to a man she did not love; Siegmund has killed her brothers and lost his weapons in the flight from her relations. Hunding now reveals
that he himself is a kinsman of this clan. Siegmund will be protected by the laws of hospitality for the night, but in the morning Hunding will fight him
to avenge his murdered kinsmen. Left alone, Siegmund cries out for help to his father Wilse, who had promised that in the hour of his greatest need he
would find a sword.

(Di1scs ONE AND TwoO)
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Sieglinde returns, having drugged Hunding with a sleeping draught. She recounts how, when her abductors were marrying her off to Hunding, a
mysterious stranger had appeared and plunged a sword into the trunk of the ash-tree. No one has yet been able to draw it out, but she now believes that
Siegmund is her saviour and that the sword will be his. As the door of the house flies open to reveal the forest transfigured by the arrival of spring, the
love which has grown up between the two breaks out uncontrollably. Siegmund reveals that he is the son of Wilse and draws forth the sword, which he
names "Nothung" (Not=need, necessity). Sieglinde discloses that she is his own twin sister. Overcome, the two fall into a passionate embrace.
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(These notes are continsed on the next CD cover)
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Disc THREE: ACT I

Disc Three

[ Act II: Wulkurenritt - The Ride of the Valkyries (7:31) g;ggf;ed

Scene 1: Schiitz mich und helft in héchster Not! (2:58) Wotan

Nicht sehre dich Sorge um mich (4:53) Briinnhilde

[2] Steh, Briinnhild! (0:39) Hunding

. o . . Fricka

Scene 2: Wo ist Briinnhild', wo die Verbrecherin! (3:28) Gerhilde

Hier bin ich, Vater: gebiete die Strafe! (8:30) Ortlinde

Scene 3: War es so schmihlich, was ich verbrach (4:20) Waltraute

X o V. . Schwertleite

[8] Nicht weise bin ich, doch wusst'ich das Eine (4:31) .
Helmwige

[] So tatest du, was so gern zu tun ich begehrt (2:26) Siegrune

Deinen leichten Sinn lass dich denn leiten (3:42) Grimgerde
Rossweisse

Du zeugtest ein edles Geschlecht (5:18)

Leb wohl, du kithnes, herrliches Kind! (4:23)
Der Augen leuchtendes Paar (6:31)

Loge, hor! Lausche hicher! (5:18)
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Act 2: Ttis the following morning. Siegmund and Sieglinde have fled from Hunding into the mountains. Wotan orders his daughter, the Valkyrie
Briinnhilde, to prepare for battle in order to help Siegmund kill Hunding in their coming fight. Fricka, Wotan's consort, now approaches. As the
‘ guardian of marriage, she demands the death of Siegmund, who is guilty of both adultery and incest. When Wotan refuses to abandon his "free hero",

Fricka lays bare his self-deception: Siegmund is in no sense independent since his fate has been pre-ordained by Wotan, who has even indirectly led
him to find the magic sword.

(amaHY, 0S1()

‘ Wotan, as guardian of oaths, is compelled to punish Siegmund and must now promise to leave him to his fate without any protection. He must also
forbid Brinnhilde to aid him in his fight against Hunding. When Fricka has left, Wotan openly expresses his despair, and in the course of a long
‘ monologue explains to Briinnhilde the story of the Ring and the curse attached to it. When Briinnhilde shows her reluctance to abandon Siegmund,

Wotan threatens her with his terrible anger; he orders her to obey, and storms off. Briinnhilde sadly withdraws. Siegmund and Sieglinde now arrive;
Sieglinde, half-crazed with fear, sinks into an exhausted sleep. Briinnhilde appears before Siegmund to announce his forthcoming death and his
reception among the heroes of Valhalla.
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Siegmund, however, refuses to follow her into Valhalla if Sieglinde cannot accompany him. Briinnhilde is deeply moved that a man can value love
higher than the everlasting bliss of Valhalla. She is overcome with compassion as Siegmund, in a fit of despair, prepares to kill his sleeping sister after
learning that she bears his child. Briinnhilde prevents him and promises to support him despite Wotan's command. But in the fight Wotan himself
unexpectedly intervenes. His spear shatters the magic sword, Siegmund is killed by Hunding, and Briinnhilde, gathering up the pieces of the sword,
hastily leads Sieglinde away to safety. Hunding falls dead at a contemptuous gesture from Wotan, who then hurries after Briinnhilde to punish her
disobedience.

Act 3: The Valkyries are gathering together on a rocky mountain top where they are preparing to take the bodies of fallen heroes to Valhalla on their ‘
flying horses. Briinnhilde arrives with Sieglinde, secking their help but the Valkyries refuse to defy Wotan. Briinnhilde prophesies that Sieglinde will

give birth to "the noblest hero in the world", Siegfried. She gives her the fragments of the sword and advises her to take refuge in the forest to the cast

where Fafner guards his treasure and where Wotan will not follow her.

(D1sc THREE)

Briinnhilde then comes forward to confront her father who, in a furious rage, pronounces her punishment: banished from Valhalla, stripped of her
divinity, she will lie asleep on this rock and will belong to the man who finds her and awakens her. Horrified, the other eight Valkyries scatter.
Briinnhilde tries to justify her disobedience. She had intended to carry out Wotan's real wishes, which Fricka had forced him to renounce against his
will. She describes how she had been so moved by wonder and pity at Siegmund's predicament and by his love for Sieglinde that she could not refuse
him her help. Wotan's anger is calmed, and he grants Briinnhilde's pitiful prayer to be awoken only by a hero: with a kiss on her eyes he plunges her
into a profound sleep and then summons the fire god Loge to the rock to surround the sleeping mortal, a Valkyrie no more, with a ring of magic fire
which can only be penetrated by a hero "freer than the god" who does not fear Wotan's spear.
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