www.pristineclassical.com

Wit Sir Wi

‘ PASC 291

PRISTINE
am Walton
Facade, 0 Wise Virgi
acade, Overtures, wise Virgins

Sir William Turner Walton OM (29 March 1902 — 8 March 1983) was an English composer. During a sixty-year career,
he wrote music in several classical genres and styles, from film scores to opera. His best-known works include Fagade — An
Entertainment, the cantata Belshazzat's Feast and his First Symphony.

Born in Lancashire, the son of a musician, Walton was a chotister and then an undergraduate at Christ Church, Oxford.
On leaving the university, he was taken up by the literary Sitwell siblings, who provided him with a home and a cultural
education. His earliest work of note was a collaboration with Edith Sitwell, Facade, which at first brought him notoriety as
a modernist, but later became a popular ballet score. Other early works that made his name were a Viola Concerto and
Belshazzat's Feast.

In middle age, Walton left Britain and set up home with his young wife on the Ttalian island of Ischia. By this time, he had
ceased to be regarded as a modernist, and some of his compositions of the 1950s were criticised as old-fashioned. His only
full-length opera, Troilus and Cr , was among the works to be so labelled and has made little impact in opera houses.
In his last years, his works came back into critical fashion; his later compositions, dismissed by critics at the time of their
premieres, were revalued and regarded alongside his earlier works.

Walton, who was largely self-taught as a composer, was a slow worker, painstakingly perfectionist, and his complete body
of work across his long career is not large. His most popular compositions continue to be frequently performed in the 21st
century, and by 2010 all his works were recorded for CD.

Notes from Wikipedia

Recording and restoration notes

The 1954 Decca recording of Walton's Fagade is perhaps the closest thing we have to an authentic performance, not least
thanks to the recitals from the author of the poems, Dame Edith Sitwell. Although Walton, an eternal fiddler and reviser of
his works, was later to add further to his Facade numbers, the version here is the definitive version published with Sitwell
in 1951, and unaltered until after her death.

If Decca's recording sounds just a little dim and dusty some 57 years later, this was easily lifted by an XR remastering which
brings a new clarity and directness to these performances - they really burst into life!

The Boult recordings here are among the finest I've heard from the mono era - full-bodied, rich and deep (and I'm in
danger here of describing a bottle of fine winel), they're also bursting with vivacity and possess a fabulously clear top end.
Pristine's 32-bit XR remastering has worked here on further definition of the fine inner detail, while leaving the overall
impact of the original largely intact and unchanged.
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