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"The performances reveal the qualities that made Monteux such a beloved figure in Europe and the United States for
many decades. He was one of those rare conductors who could make a performance sound special without any

specific interpretive idiosyncrasy. There is nothing in his music-making that calls attention to itself, and yet the b

listener is completely drawn into the music’s spell. Monteux himself has been quoted as saying “I have no weper
interpretation; | play the music.” euryanthe - overture
Clarity of texture was one of his principal virtues. Monteux took great care in balancing different voices so that

everything sounded in the right proportion to everything else. Several orchestral musicians who played under

Monteux spoke to me with a reverence towards him that is reserved for very few conductors. More than one ha N del

musician said something like, “You always gave him everything, because his technique was so clear and because he X
treated the orchestra so professionally.” There is a particular degree of intensity in the playing here because of the concerto grosso in d

relationship between Monteux and the players, but moreover because of the momentous nature of the occasion...

Throughout, the NBC Symphony plays remarkably well, especially considering that this was its inaugural concert as . .
an ensemble, and that it had been assembled and trained in only a few months. Pristine maintains the sense of Sl be | IUS
history by including the opening and closing radio announcements (tracked separately), but they omitted the

announcements between pieces in order to fit the concert on one disc. Beyond is historical significance, this is a Symphony no. 1
shining example of one of the 20th century’s great conductors heard at his best."

Henry Fogel, Fanfare magazine, excerpts from review of Volume 1, Nov-Dec 2021 rlffe S
The first few concerts broadcast by the NBC Symphony Orchestra in the autumn of 1937 were somewhat unusual in %e pleasure dome
their programming: one senses a need or desire to cram as much as possible into the available air-time, at the of kubla khan

expense of allowing for longer works to be played in their entirety. Thus the second concert features no less than six u
different works, but only half a symphony - we get just the second and third movements of the first Sibelius
symphony rather than the whole thing. (N.B. The apparent reversal of the fifth and sixth movements of the Handel is
not a typo - Monteux re-ordered the Concerto Grosso for this performance.) wa ner .

Perhaps this is still an orchestra being put through its paces. Having been initially set up by Artur Rodzinski, who took
the early rehearsals at the request of Toscanini, of the six concerts given before the Italian maestro took charge of
his orchestra on Christmas Day 1937 with a concert that featured two full-length symphonies, Pierre Monteux was
drafted in to conduct the first three broadcasts, Rodzifiski being unavailable due to prior commitments to his
Cleveland Orchestra. The match was a happy one, and Monteux would return the following spring for two further ravel

concerts. daphnis et chloé suite no. 2

»

lohengrin - prelude

This second concert has not survived in quite as good condition sonically as the first - it arrives surprisingly varied:
though never especially poor the sparkle is missing in the upper frequencies at times, though at its best it's very good Pl"iSti ne
for 1937. Again I've had to cull announcements during the concert in order to keep everything with the duration
available to me on a single CD.

nbc symphony broa tho. 2: 20 november 1937

Andrew Rose
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1. RADIO Opening Announcement (2:10)

VY1SIHOHO ANOHIWAS DEN ‘XNILNOIA!

T INNTOA ‘SL¥3ONOD OS DEN LS¥14 3HL XNILNOW

2. WEBER Euryanthe - Overture (7:59)

HANDEL Concerto Grosso in D major, Op. 6, No. 5
3. 1st mvt. - Larghetto e staccato (1:40)

4.2nd mvt. - Allegro (2:31)

5.3rd mvt. - Presto (2:51)

6. 4th mvt. - Largo (3:35)

7. 6th mvt. - Menuet (3:15)

8. 5th mvt. - Allegro (2:59)

SIBELIUS Symphony No. 1 in E minor, Op. 39

9.2nd mvt. - Andante (ma non troppo lento) (9:50)
10. 3rd mvt. - Scherzo: Allegro (4:44)

11. GRIFFES the Pleasure Dome of Kubla Khan (9:28)
12. WAGNER Lohengrin - Prelude (s:45)

RAVEL Daphnis et Chloé Suite No. 2

13. 1. Lever de jour (5:47)

14.2. Pantomime (6:14)
15. 3. Danse générale (3:53)

16. RADIO Closing Announcement (2:46)
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Total duration: 78:27
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