
JULIUS PRUWER Th e Forgotten M aest ro 

This release reissues for the first time since the 78 rpm era record ings by Jul ius Pruwer, one of on ly three conductors 
who had a direct link to Brahms and also recorded his music (the others being Weingartner and Max Fiedler) . While 
some of Pruwer's discs as an accompan ist to singers and pianist Alexander Brailowsky have been previously reissued 
on LP and CD, t his is the first release devoted to his purely orchestral recordings. 

Pruwer was born in Vienna in 1874 and showed early promise as a pianist, attending a local conservatory from the 
age of 12 until he wa s 17. Hearing Hans Richter conduct changed hi s focus, and from the age of 18 onward he 
pursued a career as a conductor. After several years ga ining experience in various posts, he settled in Breslau in 1895 
where he spent the next 28 years, eventua lly becoming director of the opera company there. Along the way, he 
served as an assistant to Richter for severa l Bayreuth seasons at the turn of the century. 

In the early 1920s, he went to Berl in to become a professor at the Hochschule fur Musik, where among his pupils 
were Ferdinand Leitner, Franz Al lers and Antonia Brico. In 1925, the Berl in Philharmonic appointed him to be the 
permanent conductor of their popula r concert series. With the coming of the Nazi regime in 1933, he was removed 
from his post due to his Jewish heritage, eventually find ing work as music director of the orchestra of the Jewish 
Cu ltural Association (Der j udische Kulturbund). In 1939, he emigrated to America, where he settled in New York City, 
teaching at the New York College of Music, conducti ng the New York City Symphony Orchestra and performing as a 
pianist. He died in 1943. 

During the late 1920s and ea rly 1930s, Pruwer recorded prolifica lly for Grammophon/Polydor, setting down about 
200 sides. Roughly half of these were vocal accompan iments, with the rest being orchestral record ings, including the 
first piano concertos of Chopin and Liszt with Brai lowsky (reissued on Pristine PAKM 078 and 079, respectively). As 
with other conductors the label was record ing at the time, including Wilhelm Fu rtwangler, Erich Kleiber and Otto 
Klemperer, the orchestral repertoire was largely limited to overtures and short works, with on ly an occasional foray 
into longer-form compositions. The Krista l! recordi ng of the Luigini ba llet music presented here was his last, made a 
month before his dismissal from the BPO was announced. 

It is difficult to generalize about Pruwer's interpretive style. In more serious repertoire, such as the Egmont Overture 
and Schubert "Unfin ished", he takes a very deliberate approach, with his tempo for the development section of the 
first movement of the Schubert being particu larly broad. By contrast, in opera overtu res and short pieces, his 
performances cou ld be highly energetic and colorfu l. (The Benvenuto Cellini Overture suggests that his Berl ioz might 
have ranked in the exalted league of Munch and Harty.) 

Va rious sources claim that Pruwer was a friend of Brahms and may have studied privately with him, so it is 
particula rly apropos that all of his recordings of that composer are presented here. The Strauss is one of only two 
pre-war record ings to present Toles of the Vienna Woods complete with zither solo and repeats, during an era when 
some versions still truncated it to a single side. The music of Pancho Vladigerov was popular in Berl in in the late 
Twenties, and Pruwer's committed performance of his Bulgarian Suite makes one wonder why this marvelous score 
has not been taken up by more conductors si nce. 

The sources for the transfers were German Grammophon pressings, German and French Polydors, British Deccas, 
American Brunswicks and German Kristal ls. 

Mork Obert-Thorn 
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disc one (71:47) 

1. BEETHOVEN Egmont, Op. 84 - Ove rtu re {8:48) 
Recorded 1929 · Matrices: 685 & 686 bi I · First issued on Polydor 95281 

SCHUBERT Symphony No. 8 in B minor, D759 "Unfi nished" 

2. 1st Mvt. - Al legro moderate I12:SGI 
3. 2nd Mvt. - Andante con mote 112:•11 
Recorded 1928 · Matrices: 1313, 1314, 1315 ½, 1316 ½, 1317 & 1318 bm I 
First issued on Polydor 66784/6 

4. MENDELSSOHN Hebrides Overtu re, Op 26 (9:3SI 
Recorded 1928 · Matrices: 1219 & 1220 bm I· First issued on Polydor 19905 

s. WAGNER Rienzi - Overtu re 111:461 
Recorded 1929 · Matrices: 682, 683 & 684 Bi I · first issued on Polydor 19815/6 

6. BRAHMS Academic Festiva l Overture, Op. 80 110:211 
Recorded 9 October 1928 • Matrices: 1408 ½, 1409 & 1410 bm I 
First issued on Polydor 95210/1 

BRAHMS Hungarian Da nces 
7. No. 5 in G minor {2:36) 
8. No 6 in D major I2,s,I 
Recorded 1928 · Matrices: 1602 & 1603 bk I · First issued on Polydor 21643 

Berl in Ph ilharmonic Orchestra (CD l; CD 2, Tracks 2, 3, 4 & 9) 

Berl in-Charlottenburg Opera Orchestra (CD 2, Track 1) 

Orchestra (CD 2, Tracks 5 through 8) 

Berlin State Opera Orchestra (CD 2, Tracks 10 through 13) 

Juli us PrOwer, conductor 

Producer and Audio Restoration Engineer: Mark Obert-Thorn 

forgotten maestro - • 

disc two (77:18) 

1. J. STRAUSS II Ta les from the Vienna Woods 
Waltz, Op . 325 I1usI 
Ernst Rommel {zither) 
Recorded April 1928 · Matrices: 1056 ½, 1057 ½ & 1058 ½ bm I 
First issued on Polydor 19859/60 

PASC 674 

2. BERLI OZ Benvenuto Ce llini, Op. 23 - Overtu re 110:211 
Recorded 1928 · Matrices: 1284, 1285 & 1286 bm I · First issued on Polydor 95252/3 

3. TH OMAS Raymond - Overture (7:S6I 
Recorded 14 January 1929 • Matrices: 1573 & 1574 BM I• First issued on Polydor 27058 

4. DONIZETTI The Daughte r of the Regiment - Overtu re (7:25) 
Recorded 1928 · Matrices: 1182 ½ & 1183 bm I · First issued on Polydor 19899 

LUIGINI Ba llet egyptien, Op. 12 

5. 1st Mvt. - Allegro non troppo {2:541 
6. 2nd Mvt . - Allegretto {3:16) 
7. 3rd Mvt. - An dante sostenuto {2:59) 
8. 4t h Mvt. - Andante espressivo (3:09) 
Recorded c. February, 1933 · Matrices: C 4638-2, 4639, 4640-2 & 4641-1 
First issued on Kris tall 1051/2 

9. RUBINSTEIN Torea dor et Andalouse, Op. 103, No . 7 (4:04) 
Recorded 14 January 1929 · Matrix: 1572 ½ BM I · First issued on Polydor 95254 

VLADIGEROV Bu lgarian Su ite, Op. 21 
10. 1st Mvt. - Quasi marc ia 14:001 
11. 2nd Mvt. - Lied 1149) 
12. 3rd Mvt. - Kettentanz {4:311 
13. 4th Mvt . - Ra t schenitza 17:131 
Recorded 1929 · Matrices: 1607, 1608 ½, 1609 ½ BM I; 680 ½ Bi I; 1618 ½ & 1619 ½ BM I 
First issued on Polydor 95257/9 

Specia l thanks to Nathan Brown, Jim Cartwright's Immortal Performances, Inc., David Hoehl, Fane Jones and Charles Niss for 
providing source material, and to Michael Gray and Oliver Wurl for discographic informat ion 

Total duration: 2hr 29 :07 © 2022 Pristin e Audio - www.pristin eclassica l.com 
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