
A century ago, the adoption of electrical recording by major labels on both sides 
of the Atlantic revolutioni zed t he industry. The old method of recording 
acoustically through a horn-like apparatus had remained fundamentally 
unchanged since Edison's invention of 1877, nearly 50 years earlier. With 
electrical recording, the frequency range captured on disc was greatly expanded. 
Instrumenta lists and singers now sounded more realistic, and there was no 
longer a need to rescore orchestral music in order to reinforce the bass using 
tubas (although at first this continued to be done to accommodate acoustic 
reproducers). Full symphony orchestras and choruses of hundreds of singers 
cou ld now be recorded. Moreover, recordings could now be taken outside smal l 
stud ios and into large concert halls, even into the open air. 

To celebrate this sea change in recording history, Pristine presents in this release 
the landmark discs from 1925 that forever altered the way people listened to 
records. All of the major discs that appeared during that year and have long 
been mentioned in books li ke Roland Gelatt's The Fabulous Phonograph {1954; 
rev. 1977) are here, as well as others that were not recognized at the time of 
their publication. This development, however, did not come out of nowhere; 
and our release also features some of the steps that led up to the "electric year". 
Also included is the first complete release of all that was recorded of Calvin 
Coolidge's Presidential Inauguration ceremony, transferred from rare test 
pressings. 

Because there is so much more information about each recording than can be 
presented in this limited space, listeners are encouraged to read an expanded 
version of these notes ava ilable at the webpage for this release on Pristine's 
website (https://www.pristineclassical.com/praducts/pasc734) 

Mork Obert-Thorn, January, 2025 
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