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J.S. Bach - English Suites (BWV 806-811)

Bach's six English Suites, of w hich this volum e com tains the last three, present som ething of a m ystery in their com position. It is supposed
that he w rote them  prior to taking up his position in Leipzig, and academ ic research is increasingly tracing their origin to Bach's years at
W eim ar (1708-1714) w hen he w as a young m an.

T he m usic readily m ixes French and Italian m usical elem ents and styles w ith Bach's counterpoint. N obody know s for sure w hy these are
called English Suites, but the m usical content has no relation to anything English.

T he harpsichord recordings of Fernando V alenti are regarded by m any as som e of the finest ever m ade. It is a m ystery as to w hy these
rem arkable recordings have been unobtainable for so long, and w e are grateful to Peter H arrison for his fine rem astering of these recordings
from  original 1950s vinyl.

Fernando Valenti

T he noted A m erican harpsichordist and teacher, Fernando V alenti (1926-1990), studied piano w ith José Iturbi. T hen he attended Y ale
U niversity, w here he took instruction in harpsichord w ith R alph K irkpatrick.

Fernando V alenti m ade his N ew  Y ork recital debut in 1950. H is perform ances of the m usic of D om enico Scarlatti w ere highly praised. H e
also played H ändel, Bach, and m odern com posers as Elliott C arter, Schoenberg and G eorge G ershw in. In 1978 he played one hundred
Scarlatti sonatas on five consecutive evenings at C arnegie R ecital H all in N ew  Y ork. H e w as called by T im e and by the N ew  Y ork T im es, in
varying form ulations, the finest harpsichordist in the w orld.

In 1951 Fernando V alenti w as appointed professor of harpsichord at the Juilliard School of M usic in N ew  Y ork. H e also taught at various
other academ ic institutions.

Fernando V alenti recorded 330 Scarlatti sonatas, m uch of Bach, including the G oldberg V ariations (BW V  988), and published the books
T he H arpsichord: A  D ialogue for Beginners (1982) and A  Perform er's G uide to the K eyboard Partitas of J.S. Bach (1990).
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