
This release presents the works of one of America's most popular and enduring music theater composers as 
performed by three of America's premiere symphony orchestras. On November 15, 1954, Rodgers conducted the 
New York Philharmonic in a benefit concert of his own music. So enthusiastic was the reaction that Columbia 
Masterworks head Goddard Lieberson arranged for a studio recording to be made the following month. 

The first selection, "Slaughter on Tenth Avenue," had originally been choreographed by George Balanchine as the 
ballet finale of the 1936 Rodgers and Hart Broadway show, 011 Your Toes. (In an interesting coincidence, the lead 
actress and dancer of the 1939 film version of the show was Vera Zorina, who was Lieberson's wife at the time of 
this recording.) Rodgers leads an electrifying reading of the score, aided by such distinguished Philharmonic 
soloists as cellist Laszlo Varga and f1uti st John Wummer. 

For the 1952 NBC television World War II documentary series Victory at Sea, Rodgers contributed twelve themes 
which were then expanded and orchestrated by longtime Broadway arranger Robert Russell Bennett to fill out 26 
half-hour long episodes. The music proved to be quire popular in its own right: Bennett went on to conduct four 
LPs' worth of its soundtrack for RCA; and one of the themes became a hit song ("No Other Love'') after it was 
given lyrics and interpolated into the 1953 Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, Me and jH/iet. 

The waltz sequence that follows is drawn mainly from the Rodgers and Hart catalog, save for the final selection 
from the first Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, Oklahoma!, and well-known orchestral excerpts from two more 
R&H musicals follow. 

Three years to the day before Rodgers recorded his LP, light music specialist Andre Kostelanetz led the 
Philadelphia O rchestra "Pops" (which, according to the original liner notes, "is nothing less than the peerless 
Philadelphia Orchestra in holiday mood") in a recording session which included a suite from South Pacific and a 
shortened, much differently orchestrated version of "Slaughter on Tenth Avenue". (Note the use of string pizzicati 
in the jazzy, upbeat section toward the end, rather than the brass used on the Philharmonic recording, a choice 
perhaps intended ro play ro the strengths of rhe famous Philadelphia strings). 

The final selection presents legendary conductor Fritz Reiner in a rare foray (on disc, at least) into American 
repertoire. \'Vhile his dynamic reading of the Carousel Waltz is more than a minute faster than the composer's 
recording, he shows a perfect understanding of the Broadway style. Surprisingly, neither Columbia nor its 
successors ever reissued this recording in any long-playing format, and it is transferred here from a shellac 78 rpm 
disc. 

FULL PROGRAMME NOTES CAN BE FOUND ONLINE AT WWW.PRISTINECLASSICAL.COM 
SARL Pristine Audio, 144 Rue de l'Eglise, 24610 St. Meard de Gur9on, France 
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