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Leopold Stokowski championed countless living composers over the years and whi lst he was the NBC Symphony's 
chief conductor from 1941-44 he performed many American works, including those presented here. A Symphonic 
Patrol by Lamar Stringfield (1897-1959) dates from 1931 and depicts an approaching band in a little Southern village. 
The procession expresses the spi ri t of march ing slaves, the slow middle section evoking their singing of a gospel-like 
hymn. 

Morton Gou ld (1913-1996) had his music conducted by Stokowski for the first time in 1936 with the premiere of his 
Chorale and Fugue in Jazz. The composer himself introduced the Spirituals heard here in 1941 and wrote: "The songs 
range from the strictly spiritual to those having tremendous depth and tragic impact." His idea was to achieve five 
widely contrasted moods, from the religious intensity of the first spiritual to the dance-like festivity of the last. 

Paul Creston (1906-1985) also found in Stokowski a considerable advocate, notably when the maestro included his 
Toccata in a concert marking his 50 years as a conductor in 1958. The Chant of 1942 was the composer's "personal 
react ion to the tragic events of that year - an expression of sadness and indignation but also hope." Stokowski's NBC 
performance was its rad io premiere. 

Wi lliam Schuman (1910-1992) similarly had a wide range of emotions in mind with his Prayer, 1943. "This work is not 
programme music," he wrote, "the title is merely some indication of the kind of feeling that went into the 
composition." Stokowski was to play it again, under its new title Prayer in Time of War, with the New Orleans 
Philharmonic-Symphony in 1955. 

Robert Kel ly (1916-2007) studied composition at the Curtis Institute of Music and produced his Adirondack Suite in 
1941. Its atmospheric 'Sunset Reflections' movement was described by Stokowski as "impressions of sunset in the 
mounta ins, lyrical and poetic, with a quick vibrating rhythm like the pulsations of light." This was its first 
performance. 

Virgil Thomson (1896-1989) was both a critic and composer. In 1936 he wrote the music for The Plow that Broke the 
Plains, a documentary revea ling the disastrous effects of uncontrolled farming. Thomson's concert suite consists of 
six short movements reflect ing what was seen on the screen. Stokowski made its first recording with the Hollywood 
Bowl Symphony in 1946, re-recording it with the Symphony of the Air in 1961. Its mixture of folk music and religious 
themes makes it probably the most 'American' work in this compendium. 

Carlton Cooley (1898-1981), one of America's foremost viola players, became Principal Violist of the NBC Symphony 
in 1937. His Eastbourne Sketches were reminiscences of "a holiday at that delightful resort on the English Channel in 
the summer of 1924." The opening 'Promenade' evokes "the care-free spirit, the pranks of the bathers, a small band 
and the town crier. 11 

Roy Harris (1898-1979) was a very prolific composer but it was his 3rd Symphony which made his name. His Folk 
Rhythms of Today is another of those war-time works that Stokowski championed during his NBC tenure and its 
rambunctious nature provides a sui tably breezy finale to this colourful all-American programme. 
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