
BOU LT AND THE BBC SYMPHONY The Pre- War Recordings, Volume 1 

This volume is the first in a series which will reissue all of Sir Adrian Boult's orchestral recordings with the BBC 
Symphony from the 1930s, many for the first time since their appearance on 78 rpm discs. While his concerto 
recordings with the ensemble during this period have rema ined sporad ically available, his purely orchestral discs 
have seen only a handful of reissues over the yea rs, focusing on a sma ll amount of repertoire. The present release 
features the only recordings of the Bach suite and transcript ion, the Gluck and Mozart overtures, and the Beethoven 
Eighth Symphony that Boult made over his long career; and to the best of our knowledge, on ly the Beethoven and 
Schubert symphonies on this release have ever previously been reissued. 

Adrian Boult had been the music director of the City of Birmingham Orchestra since 1924 when he was approached 
by the British Broadcasting Company regarding the creation of a permanent orchestra for broadcasts and concerts. 
Its first appearance in October, 1930 revolutionized the London music scene with a sta ndard of playing far above 
what had hitherto been the norm, an ach ievement that was soon rivaled by Beecham's creation of the London 
Ph ilharmonic two years later. The BBC Symphony, which Boult led until he reached his mandatory retirement age in 
1950, made its first recordings in May, 1932. 

Boult's Bach diverges from the slower, more monumenta l approach favored by Furtwangler and Stokowski in their 
Brandenburg Concerto recordings of only a few years earlier, and looks forward to a mid-century aesthetic, still using 
modern instruments and relatively large forces, but employing swifter tempi. (The tempo lurch when the "Vite" 
section of the Ouverture comes in may surprise, as does a similar transition in the Gluck Alceste Overture.) Boult's 
tempo is fast enough to accommodate the famous "Ai r" on a single side, even with its repeat, but without feeling 
unduly rushed. 

In the Mozart symphony as in the Beethoven, Boult achieves a more leisurely tempo in the Minuet by splitting the 
movement over two sides, with the break at the end of the Trio in both instances, in contrast with virtua lly every 
other version of the 78 era (Weingartner's acoustic set of the Beethoven Eighth being a notable exception) . The 
Mozart was probably recorded to replace the 1927 Albert Coates' LSO version (on Pristine PASC 455) in the 
HMV/Victor catalog; even the filler Impresario Overture is the same. Boult rivals Beecham's extrovert energy in the 
Jupiter's finale, and even surpasses it in the rest of the work. 

Bault greatly admired Toscanini (as can be heard in his radio interval talk during one of The Maestro's postwar 
Ph ilharmonia Brahms concerts on PASC 377), and his Beethoven is very much in the Toscanini manner - taut and 
forward-driven. His Eighth Symphony is one of the few of the 78 era to include the first movement repeat. This 
recording was one of the earliest with the BBC orchestra, and shows what a fine ensemble it was from the very 
beginning. 

Bou It's interpretation of the Schubert Ninth has long been admi red, and he would revisit it twice more on disc. As he 
did while recording the Bach suite, Bou lt set down the movements out of order in an attempt to have the ensemble 
at its freshest when doing the more demanding movements. Here, he recorded the finale of the Schubert first, 
before tackling the rest of the movements in order, and it makes for a thrilling conclusion. 

The sources for the transfers were American Victor "Z" pressings except for the Gluck and Beethoven Corio/on 
Overture, which came from Victor "Gold" label pressings, and the Egmont Overture, which was not released in the 
States and came from a British HMV disc. The two Beethoven overtu res have been separated from his Eighth 
Symphony by the Mozart Cosi Overture due to CD timing limitations. 

Mark Obert-Thorn 



I 
0 

" '° u 
V, 
<i: 
a._ 

I 
I-

~ 
~ 
I 
u 
0 
>z 
0 
~ 
:a 
~ 
u 
co 
co 
>::;' 
::, 
0 
co 

disc one (76 :48) 

J. S. BACH Orchestral Suite No. 3 in D major, BWV 1068 
1. 1st Mvt. - Ouverture (8:□61 

2. 2nd Mvt. - Air (4:42) 
3. 3rd Mvt. - Gavottes I & II 13:331 
4. 4th Mvt. - Bou rree 11:□GI 

5. 5th Mvt. - Gigue 12:S□ I 
Recorded 23 May 1933 · Matrices: 28 4618-1, 4621-lA, 4622-lA, 4619-lA & 4620-2A 
First issued on HMV DB 1963/5 

6. J. S. BACH (arch . Pick-Mangiagalli) Pre ludio from Violin Partita 
No. 3 in E major, BWV 1006 (3:1s1 
Recorded 23 May 1933 · Matrix: 28 4623-1 · First issued on HMV DB 1965 

7. GLU CK Alceste - Overture (7:58) 
Recorded 28 January 1937 • Matrices: 2EA 4635-2A & 4636-lA 
First issued on HMV DB 3129 

MOZART Symphony No. 41 in C major, K 551 "Jupiter" 
8. 1st Mvt. - Al legro vivace (7:41) 
9. 2nd Mvt. -Andante cantabi le 18:161 
10. 3rd Mvt. - Minuet (Allegretto) (4:57) 
11. 4th Mvt. - Mollo al legro 16:131 
Recorded 22 May 1933 · Matrices: 28 4609-lA, 4610-2A, 4611-lA, 4612-lA, 4613-2A, 
4614-2A & 4615-lA · First issued on HMV DB 1966/9 

12. MOZART The Impresa r io, K 486 - Overture (3:BI 
Recorded 22 May 1933 · Matrix: 2B 4608-1 · First issued on HMV DB 1969 

13. BEETHOVEN Coriolan, Op. 62 - Overture 16:591 
Recorded 20October 1933 · Matrices: 28 4689-lA & 4690-1 · First issued on HMV DB 2101 

14. BEETHOVEN Egmont, Op. 84 - Overture 17:561 
Recorded 6 April 1933 • Matrices: 2B 4172·2 & 4173-1 • First issued on HMV DB 1925 

Producer and Audio Restoration Engineer: Mark Obert-Thorn 

lm□i~ DIGITAL AUDID 

disc two (77:25) 
PASC 670 

1. MOZART Cosi fan t utte, K 588 - Overture (4:33) 
Recorded 27 March 1934 · Matrix: 2B 6850-2A · First issued on HMV DB 2190 

BEETHOVEN Sym pho ny No . 8 in F major, Op. 93 
2. 1st Mvt. - Allegro vivace e con brio (9:30) 
3. 2nd Mvt. - Allegretto scherzando (4:23) 
4. 3rd Mvt. - Tempo di menuetto (S:161 
s. 4th Mvt. - Al legro vivace 11:211 
Recorded 21 July 1932 • Matrices: 2B 2980-1, 2981·1, 2982-2, 2983·2, 
2984-2 & 2985-3 · First issued on HMV DB 1764/6 

SCHUBERT Symphony No. 9 in C major, D 944 "The 
Great" 

6. 1st Mvt. -Andante -Allegro ma non troppo 1n:1z1 
7. 2nd Mvt. - Andante con moto 113:391 
8. 3rd Mvt. - Scherzo (Allegro vivace) 1s,ss1 
9. 4th Mvt. - Finale (Allegro vivace) 110,321 
Recorded 17 December 1934 • Matrices: 2EA 939-1, 940-2, 941-2, 942-1, 943-1, 
944-1, 945-2, 946-1, 947-1, 936-1, 937-1 & 938-1 
First issued on HMV DB 2415/20 

BBC Symphony Orchestra 
conductedby ~rAdrianBoult 

All recordings made at Abbey Road Studio No. 1, London 

Special thanks to Nathan Brown, Richard A. Kaplan and Charles Niss for providing source material 

Total duration: 2hr 34:13 © 2022 Pristine Audio - www.pristineclassica l.com 
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