
Dimitri Mitropou los's performance of Shostakovich's Symphony No. 10 with the New York Philha rmonic 
in Athens on October 1, 1955, was both a musical and cultural landmark. Conducted in Athens's Orpheus 
Hall as part of the orchestra's historic post-war European tour, the concert resonated deeply, not only 
due to the stature of the music but also because it marked a profoundly emotional homecoming for 
Mitropou los himself, who served as musica l director of the New York Phi lharmonic from 1949 to 1958. 

Shostakovich's Tenth Symphony, completed shortly after Sta lin's death in 1953, is renowned for its stark 
emotiona l intensity and complexity. Mitropoulos, famed for conducting enti rely from memory and 
noted for his intense ly physica l approach, brought to this performance an unmistakable depth of 
express ion. His interpretation reflected the tension, anguish, and tentative optimism embodied within 
Shostakovich's music. This symphony, with its brooding opening movement, vehement scherzo, 
refl ective third movement, and ultimately triumphant finale, demanded a conductor capable of 
navigat ing profound emotional contrast s, a task perfectly suited to Mitropou los's temperament. 

The Greek cond uctor's association with Shostakovich 's Tenth was particularly apt; Mitropoulos's own 
arti st ic persona lity mirro red the symphony's inner turmoi l and eventual resolution . The Athens 
au dience, awa re of Mitropoulos's international acclaim and proud of his Greek heritage, responded 
enthusiastical ly to his emot ional ly charged leadership. The performance served as a symbolic moment of 
reconciliation and cu ltural rebuilding, occu rring just a decade after the ravages of World War II and civil 
strife in Greece. 

Criti ca l reception emphasized Mitropoulos's remarkable abil ity to unify the orchestra into a cohesive, 
potent ensemble, highlighting the New York Philharmon ic's capacity for nuanced expression. The 
emotiona l power of the symphony was intensified by the context: Mitropoulos's return to his homeland 
was widely seen as a poignant reunion, infusing the performance with additional layers of meaning 
beyond the notes themselves. 

Preserved in contemporary recordings, this interpretation remains a significant historical document, 
refl ecting both the cultu ral importance of the event and Mitropoulos's profound identification with 
Shostakovich 's music. Today, this particular 1955 Athens concert performance is recognized not merely 
as a noteworthy musica l event but as a compell ing intersection of personal narrative, historical 
circumstance, and artist ic excellence, capturing a conductor and orchestra at a moment of rare 
emotiona l and musica l convergence. 

In 1956, during his tenure as musica l director, Mitropou los recorded Prokofiev's Vio lin Concerto No. 1 
with the New York Philharmonic, featu ring the distinguished violin ist Isaac Stern. Stem's performance, 
gu ided sensitive ly by Mitropoulos, is noted for its lyrical intensity, precise articu lation, and richly 
express ive phrasing. The conductor's understanding of Prokofiev's uniquely evocative orchestration and 
melod ic textures complemented Stem's virtuosity, creating a recording that remains highly regarded for 
it s emot iona l depth and techn ica l bril liance. 
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PROKOFIEV Vio lin Concerto No. 1 in D major, Op. 19 

I. 1st mvt • Andantino (8591 

2. 2nd mvt • Scherzo. Vivacissimo (B4l 

3. 3rd mvt - Moderato. Allegro moderato (7'421 

Isaac Stern, violin 
Recorded 27 February 1956, Columbia 30th Street Studios, New York City 

SHOSTAKOVICH Symphony No. 10 in E minor, Op. 93 

4. 1st mvt. - Moderato 120'461 

5. 2nd mvt. - Allegro (BSI 

6. 3rd mvt. - Al legro - Largo - Piu mosso 11u91 

7. 4th mvt. - Andante - Allegro - L'istesso tempo 1a•21 

Recorded live on 2 October 1955, Orpheus Hall , Athens, Greece 

New York Philharmonic 

cond uct ed by Dimitri Mitropoulos 
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