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“There can be no question that a couple 

who find out that their infant is sure to 

suffer and die incurs special 

responsibilities….  From time to time 

genetic testing will suggest 

a duty to abort”

Glen McGee



Abortion available in extreme circumstances

(compassion)

becomes

Abortion as an option on request 

(liberation)

becomes

“A duty to abort”

(social responsibility) 





Scientific American, 2014







What is a person?

“A being who has the capacity for self-

awareness and for making choices, 

exercising preferences about 

continuing life”

Peter Singer



"There are many non-human animals whose 

rationality, self-consciousness, awareness, 

capacity to feel and so on, exceed that of a 

human baby, a week, a month or even a year 

old."

“An adult chimpanzee has more right to be 

described as a person than a newborn baby.”

Peter Singer - Animal liberation



Abortion statistics 

England and Wales 2013

• Total number of abortions 190,800

• 84% unmarried women, 25% single no partner

• 37% of abortions were in women who had had a 
previous abortion

• 98% funded by NHS 

• 2753 (1.4%) abortions at 20 weeks or more

• 160 abortions over 24 weeks

• 2732 (1.4%) because of a risk of disability

• 56 (1 in 3000) because of risk to the mother's life



Businessman Jeff Spector travels to 

Dignitas Clinic to take his own life 

"Suicide is my least worst option.... My family 

disagree, but I believe this is in their best interests"



The mother of a paralysed rugby player who died in 

a Swiss assisted suicide clinic has defended her 

son's right to die. Daniel James was paralysed

during a training session.

Mother defends rugby suicide son



Parents of Daniel James backed by moral 

philosopher Baroness Warnock

‘It took courage for the parents of Daniel James to say goodbye’
The parents who helped their paralysed son, Daniel James, die 

after a rugby accident have been backed by one of the most 

distinguished moral philosophers, Baroness Warnock who has 

called for euthanasia to be legalised in the UK.

Daily Telegraph







'If you're demented, you're wasting 

people's lives – your family's lives – and 

you're wasting the resources of the 

National Health Service. I'm absolutely, 

fully, in agreement with the argument that 

if pain is insufferable, then someone should 

be given help to die... 



Mary Warnock

....but I feel there's a wider argument that if 

somebody absolutely, desperately, wants to 

die because they're a burden to their 

family, or the state, then I think they too 

should be allowed to die.’





What does it mean to die well and 

to die faithfully in a way that is 

consistent with Christian values?



The age-old ethical challenges 

are about the taking of human 

life, the destruction of 

vulnerable human beings –

induced abortion, infanticide, 

euthanasia and assisted suicide. 



The new ethical challenges are 

about the making, the shaping

and the faking of human life -

reproductive technology, 

intensive care, smart drugs, 

enhancement technology, man-

machine merging and 

AI/robotics.



How to make a baby in 2015

• An egg donor (genetic mother) 

• A sperm donor

• A uterus (carrying mother) 

• A care provider (social mother) 





"Within the next 20 to 40 years, it is likely 

that the majority of babies in developed 

countries will be conceived in IVF clinics and 

receive whole genome sequencing as 

embryos, before being selected for transfer 

to a womb." 

Professor Hank Greely, Stanford Law School, 2014



The Guardian, April 2015





US military funding development of memory implant





“Man’s power over Nature turns out 

to be power exerted by some men 

over other men”

C. S. Lewis







animal human machine



animal machine?



Christian ethics

(the way we treat one another)  

comes from:

Christian anthropology

(the way we are made). 



Creation theology

In Christian thinking 

human beings are not 

self-explanatory….  

We are derivative – we derive our 

meaning from outside ourselves



What does it mean to be a 

human being?

Human beings are not self-explanatory.  
The structure of our humanity, and the 

values and purposes of our human lives, 
only make sense in the light of our 

creation in God’s image.

Our dignity and significance come not 
from our mental functions, but from our 

God-likeness.



Made out of dust (Genesis 2:7) 

• We are made out of the same stuff as 

everything else!

• We share the limitations of the physical 

universe. 

• We are designed to be physical, 

dependent, frail and vulnerable beings.



Dependence is not an alien, 

subhuman, undignified condition 

- it is part of the narrative of every 

human life.



What does it mean to be a human being?







As we trace back our own personal history into 

our mother’s womb, is there any point at which 

we can confidently say, “That is not me?” 





Jesus has experienced every phase of 

human existence.

“He was with us in the darkness of the 

womb, as he will be with us in the darkness 

of the tomb..”

Incarnation and Redemption



“…. Why am I so favoured that the mother 

of my Lord should come to me. As soon as 

the sound of your greeting reached my 

ears, the baby in my womb 

leapt for joy….”

Luke 1:43,44







Implications

We must defend the 

preciousness of every human life 

– this is the form in which God 

became flesh... 





Implications

Dependence, fragility, 

vulnerability, contingency are 

part of the creation design for 

human beings.  Even in the New 

Creation we will not lose our 

created dependence. 



We must resist the modern 

tendency to control and master 

our own human nature. 



Implications

There is an enemy whose mission  

is to destroy, deface and 

manipulate human beings.  The 

evil one hates human beings 

because every single one reminds 

him of the King. 



Whenever as Christian people we 

say that something is wrong….. 

we must also 

immediately say 

‘…. and here is a better way.’ 





Love is a way of saying to a 

person, “It’s good that you exist, 

it’s good that you are in the 

world.”

Joseph Pieper
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Palliative care

“You matter because you are 

you and you matter to the 

end of your life.  Not only will 

we help you to die well, we 

will help you to live before 

you die”

“You don’t have to kill the patient in order 

to kill the pain.”  

Cicely Saunders



“Matters of Life and Death – human dilemmas 

in the light of the Christian faith” John Wyatt
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"Fearfully and wonderfully made" Megan Best



"Dementia: living in the memories of 

God"  John Swinton




