
We have quoted a lot of different research in this episode of

Which? Investigates, so if you want to do any more reading here are
the links to all the articles we came across while doing our investigation.

Here’s a figure for you - 54 percent. In April this year, that’s how much the average UK household
saw their energy bill rise by.

https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications/price-cap-increase-ps693-april

What’s worse is that for people who use a prepayment meter - who are statistically more likely to
be on a lower income - the rise is even higher.
https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/money/bills/energy-price-cap-prepayment-meter-customers-biggest-hike-maxi
mum-ofgem-tariff-1440490

The energy cap, which rose so steeply in April, is expected to rise again this autumn.
https://www.themoneyedit.com/household-bills/energy/october-energy-price-cap

There were murmurings of a price hike back last autumn when the Financial Times predicted we
could be heading for a crisis in the energy market.
https://www.ft.com/content/72d0ec90-29e3-4e95-9280-6a4ad6b481a3

The reasons for this are varied. And, obviously that prediction was made before the war in Ukraine,
where we saw Russia, who’s the world’s largest exporter of gas, use its control over the fossil fuel as
a bargaining chip in political power play across Europe.
https://www.naturalgasintel.com/how-much-oil-gas-does-russia-export/

By June this year, Russia had cut gas deliveries to some of its biggest customers
including Poland, Bulgaria, the Netherlands and Finland.
https://energypost.eu/if-russia-cuts-its-gas-supplies-to-germany-what-happens-next/#:~:text=
Russia%20has%20already%20cut%20gas,rouble%20payments%20in%20each%20case

Just a few weeks ago, a report claimed various German industries were already
rationing hot water, dimming street lights and shutting down swimming pools in a
bid to reduce their use, with fears shortages could hit the country once
temperatures drop this winter.
https://www.ft.com/content/d0c5815f-f0a2-49ad-8772-f4b0fbbd2c94

As countries recovered from the pandemic and industries began returning to their usual
production levels, the demand for gas started to increase.
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/why-are-energy-bills-going-up/

According to the International Energy Agency, last year Russian exports accounted for 14% of
global oil supply - second only to Saudi Arabia. And that figure is much higher when you look at
Europe specifically, where they supplied 60%. Now there’s an oil embargo in place - most EU
countries have six months to phase out imports completely.
https://www.iea.org/reports/russian-supplies-to-global-energy-markets/oil-market-and-russian-supply-2

Recent predictions from environmental consultants Cornwall Insight show the Default Tariff Cap
could rise to over £3,300 a year for an average domestic consumer.
https://www.cornwall-insight.com/press/default-tariff-cap-forecast-climbs-further-as-ofgem-announcement-loom
s/

Over thirty energy companies have stopped trading in the UK since August 2021 alone.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-58662667
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Late last year Sky News reported on National Grid figures which showed 51% of electricity used in
the UK was generated using gas.
https://news.sky.com/story/why-the-uk-producing-half-its-electricity-from-gas-12431632

According to Reuters, at least 4.2 million German households have seen their electricity bills rise by
an average 63.7% this year already, with 3.6 million seeing gas bills rise by a similar amount.
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/german-households-feel-heat-rising-power-gas-bills-2022-01-04/

If you dust off the history books you’ll see they show the UK as the first European country to import
natural gas - in liquid form - back in 1969. It came from Algeria on a ship that was brilliantly named
Methane Princess.
https://www.iapg.org.ar/WGC09/admin/archivosNew/Special%20Projects/3.%20IGU%20GMI%20Guidelines/3.%2
0IGU%20GMI%20Guidelines%20FINAL%20-%20CD%20contents/UK%20Gas%20Market.pdf

It’s worth noting that direct debit and credit customers will have that money credited to their
account.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-61592496

In a government report released last year, they calculated £18.7 billion had been saved on the
lifetime bills of all those who had installed insulation, or, as they termed it, cumulative affordable
warmth measures. Catchy.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1062658/HEE
_Stats_Detailed_Report_Release_March_22.pdf

According to the Energy Saving Trust, people living in places like Manchester or Stirling could save
more than £450 a year as well as 750kg of CO2 by having them.
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/advice/solar-panels/

The elephant in the room here is that one of the main support measures initially brought in to help
fund these types of renovations - the green homes grant - came to an end earlier this year.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homes-grant-scheme

“There is currently a scheme called the Energy Company Obligation or ECO as it's called. And it helps
out vulnerable and low income households to have things like insulation, smart controls on their
boilers, things like that.”
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-and-social-schemes/energy-company-obligation-eco

Earlier this year, the government also introduced its Boiler Upgrade Scheme, which offers grants of
up to £6 grand per household to put towards replacing your gas boiler with a cleaner alternative
like a biomass boiler, or a ground or air-source heat pump.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-may-be-eligible-for-the-boiler-upgrade-scheme-from-april-2022
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