Religious Education Policy

Aims:
· To provide pupils with opportunities to study and reflect on the beliefs and practices on which people base their lives so that respect for those with religious and other beliefs is well founded. 

· To promote attitudes and values necessary for responsible citizenship in a democratic and pluralistic society. 

· To provide pupils with opportunities to reflect upon human experiences that give rise to fundamental questions of life and death and to consider values and commitments.
· To ensure that pupils receive religious education that promotes spiritual and moral development in the light of the teachings of the principal world religions.

· To contribute to the development of pupils’ own beliefs and values and a sense of identity.

· To encourage pupils to develop attitudes such as a willingness to explore the religious and spiritual experiences of humanity and a commitment to searching with an open mind.

Agreed Procedures:
· Religious education is delivered using The Devon, Plymouth and Torbay Agreed Syllabus “Every Child matters in Religious Education” (2007).

· Teachers base their teaching on the units of work in the Schemes of Work provided, extending and enriching these to suit the needs of the children and making relevant links with other areas of the curriculum. All units require teachers to include opportunities for pupils to reflect on meaning as they learn about religion (Attainment Target 1) and to learn from religion (Attainment Target 2).
· During the Foundation Stage, pupils are introduced to ideas about culture and beliefs through activities based around themes such as ‘Harvest’ and ‘A new baby’.

· At Key Stage 1 pupils work with themes such as ‘Celebrations’ and ‘Symbols’ and some of the world’s principal religions are introduced through these themes, with a particular focus on Christianity and Judaism.

· At Key Stage 2 the teaching and learning continues to be thematic, with units entitled, for example, ‘Inspirational People’ and ‘Beliefs in action in the world’. Children continue to learn about Christianity and Judaism and are also introduced to Hinduism, Islam and aspects of Buddhism and Sikhism.

· Religious education is taught every week at Key Stage 1 for about 45 minutes. At Key Stage 2 some units are continuous and require weekly lessons and others are blocked and require more time in some weeks and none or less in others (time spent balances out to about 45 minutes per week).
· Teachers ensure that there is an appropriate balance between expecting pupils to express their own ideas through speaking and listening and recording what they have learned through writing, illustrations and diagrams.

· Teachers provide stimulating and challenging experiences that enable pupils to gain enjoyment from their studies. Opportunities for visits to places of interest and visitors to school are regular features of the curriculum.  In this way, pupils have first-hand experiences of the religious traditions.
· Pupils are provided with as much first-hand experience of the principal religions as possible and artefacts and authentic resources are used wherever possible. Where religious artefacts are used, they are treated with the respect they would be given if they were being used in their actual setting for worship.
· Sacred literature is treated with respect.  For example, biblical material is presented as the sacred text of the believing community to whom it is the Word of God.  Biblical stories are used to identify what they teach believers about God and his relationship with people.
· When teaching religious education, the school does not seek commitment by the pupils to a particular religion.  Teachers do not assume that pupils are members of any faith community. They avoid phrases such as “When you go to church …” and use statements such as “When Christians/Jews go to church/the synagogue …”.  The integrity of pupils is respected and they are never asked or expected to believe the claims of a religion. 
· The experiences and views that pupils bring from home and faith communities are always valued.
· Parents are provided with a synopsis of the content of the areas to be covered in religious education on a termly topic web and are able to discuss this with teachers and withdraw their children from religious education lessons if they wish to. Where parents exercise this right they are invited to discuss their decision with the Headteacher.  The Headteacher will explain the religious education policy and attempt to identify the reason for withdrawal and agree alternative arrangements.
· Faith boxes containing books, artefacts and other relevant materials for each of the principal religions are kept in the humanities resource area in the dining hall. Bibles at different levels are also mostly stored in the dining hall with an appropriate few kept in the classrooms. A selection of cross faith materials, including stories, videos and teachers’ books are kept on the shelves in the dining hall.

Assessment and Monitoring:

· Key Learning Outcomes and child friendly ‘I can’ statements are identified for each unit taught.  Assessment tasks based on these are carried out by teachers at the end of each unit. Teachers then complete a Class Assessment Record, identifying children who are not working at the expected level and those who are working at a higher level than expected.
· Implications for future teaching are also part of this recording process. Teachers refer to these records at the end of each school year to complete the annual report to parents. The subject leader collects copies of the assessment sheets at the end of the year to monitor achievement and address any issues.
· The subject leader monitors the effectiveness of teaching and learning through conferencing children and looking at books, displays and project work and through discussion with teachers.
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