Whimple Primary School
Home Learning Policy
Introduction:
Home learning is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to
their learning. It encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and
parents to support children’s learning.
Home learning is a very important part of education and adds much to a child’s development.
We also see it as an important way to establish a partnership between teachers and parents.
Home learning plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. Play and free time
also have an important role in a child’s growth and development.
While ‘homework’ is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide
range of out-of-school clubs or organisations that play an important part in the lives of many
children. Children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe they develop their
skills, interests and talents to the full when parents encourage them to make maximum use of
the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school.

Aims and Objectives:


To enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development.



To help children develop skills as independent learners.



To promote partnership between home and school to the benefit of each child’s learning.



To provide educational experiences not possible in school.



To consolidate and reinforce learning undertaken in school, allowing children to practise
skills previously taught in lessons.



To develop an understanding of the benefits of being prepared for learning.

Key Stage One
At key stage one we encourage the children to read by giving them books to take home to
read with their parents. The focus for reading in school is guided reading where children
share and read a book together. Preparing for guided reading is an important part of home
learning. We endeavour to hear children read individually where possible but rely on parents
hearing their child read on a one-to-one basis at home. Other activities could include
spellings, number bonds and times tables. Sometimes we ask children to find and collect
things that we then use in science lessons, and occasionally we ask children to take home work
that they have started in school when we believe that they would benefit from spending
further time on it. Though some of the activities set may be to encourage mainly independent
work other pieces are designed to be shared with parents.

Key Stage Two
Teachers will always acknowledge work that children have done at home. Some, but not all
work will be marked. We expect children to read regularly at home. Other activities could
include spellings, number bonds and tables. Sometimes we ask children to do some research in
preparation for work they are doing in school, and occasionally we ask children to take home
work that they have started in school when we believe that they would benefit from spending
further time on it. Though some of the activities set may be to encourage mainly independent
work other pieces are designed to be shared with parents.
If children are asked to make notes that are for their use then as long as they can work
from them, presentation is not an issue. However, if children are asked to prepare something
for handing in to the teacher then we expect work to be presented to the same standard
that we would expect in school. Children need a quiet place to work at home and it is helpful
if they have a dictionary and a thesaurus.
As children get older ‘homework tasks’ can become a bit of a battle ground. Our aim is to get
children to understand the benefits of being prepared for their learning at school, through
the activities they do at home. By the time children are in years five and six we expect them
to be responsible for remembering and completing activities that we ask them to do at home
and to come to school prepared if they have been given some reading, research or
preparation to do before a lesson.

Pupils with SEND:
If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can
contribute in a positive way. When setting homework to pupils who are named on the register
of special needs, we refer to the Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

Role of Parents:
Parents have a key role in their child’s education and home learning is an important part of
this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to engage in home learning activities
and invite them to help their child by providing a positive environment in which to work, and
to discuss the work that the child is doing on a regular basis.

Supporting parents with Home Learning:
The school will support parents by invitation to information evenings, providing guidance on
supporting their child through home learning and sending home curriculum newsletters so
that parents know what their children are learning at school.
This policy has been developed by teachers, support staff, children, parents and governors of
Whimple School.
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