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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Thank you for taking time to support your child with their learning. This booklet is designed 

to inspire and support your child to develop skills and confidence in English ς speaking, 

listening, reading and writing. 

Through the world of Sidney Spider, your child will explore a range of purposeful activities 

broken down into bite-sized chunks. Each activity is carefully explained and many could be 

extended. They are designed to be shared activities. At the end of the booklet, you and your 

child are invited to comment on how you got on with the learning. 

The activities in this booklet are: 

̒ Story of Sidney Spider 

̒ Talk activity about the story 

̒ Reading response activities 

̒ Who said what? 

̒ Quiz Time 

̒ Exploring words together 

̒ Enjoying a rhyme together: Incy Wincy Spider 

̒ Helping Sidney to improve his punctuation 

̒ Helping Sidney to improve his handwriting 

̒ Suggesting hiding places for Sidney:  developing confidence with prepositions 

̒ A spider fact file 

̒ Becoming a mini-beast hunter 
Writing a fact file for a new creature 

̒ Party time! 

Writing an invitation to {ƛŘƴŜȅΩǎ party 

Baking for the party 

̒ Review of learning 

You can listen to a recording of the story of Sidney Spider ς A Tale of Friendship here: 

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/sidney 

 
                 Have  fun  together!  

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/sidney
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Sidney  Spider  ð A Tale  of  Friendship  

Once upon a time,  there  was a large  spotted  spider  called 

Sidney who lived in the  top  corner  of  Mrs  Brownõs shed. He 

was a very  special spider  because he spun beautiful  golden 

webs, but  Sidney was lonely. When he arrived  last  year,  all 

the  other  spiders  said, òGo away, Sidney. We donõt want you 

here . Youõll steal  all our prey  with  your golden webs.ó So, 

Sidney hid  away in his dark  corner  feeling  sad. 

One bright,  sunny morning, Mrs  Brown decided  to  spring  clean 

her  shed. So, she opened up the  door  and banged her  broom, 

feather  duster  and dustpan down on the  floor.  Sidney and all 

the  other  spiders  in the  shed shivered  in fear.  Soon, Mrs  

Brown started  to  sing Incy  Wincy  Spider  at  the  top  of  her  

voice and Sidney shivered  a bit  more. Then Mrs  Brown picked 

up her  broom and started  to  sweep: swish, swash, swish, 

swash, swish, swash. 

Sidney looked down from  his deep, dark  corner  and saw Mrs  

Brownõs broom coming closer  and closer  and closer:  swish, 

swash, swish, swash, swish, swash. òHelp!ó cried  Sidney. 

òPlease help me.ó Luckily,  Susie, a tiny  house spider,  heard  

him. òIõm in the  old flowerpot  behind the  spade,ó squeaked 

Susie. òThrow out  your line and come and hide with  me.ó So, 

Sidney threw  out  a fine  golden thread  and landed gently  in 

Susieõs flowerpot.  òThank you, Susie,ó said Sidney smiling. 

A few  minutes later,  Sidney and Susie heard:  swish, swash, 

swish, swash, swish, swash. Oh no, Mrs  Brownõs broom was 
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heading for  the  flowerpot.  òHelp!ó cried  Sidney and Susie. 

òPlease help us.ó  

Luckily,  Stanley,  an ancient  spider,  heard  them.  òIõm in the  

red  welly boot  under the  bench,ó mumbled Stanley.  òThrow 

out  your line and come and hide with  me.ó  

So, Sidney threw  out  a fine  golden thread  and grabbed  Susie.  

Together  they  landed with  a gentle  thump in the  old red  welly 

boot.   òThank you, Stanley,ó said Sidney and Susie smiling.  

A few  minutes later,  Sidney, Susie and Stanley  heard:  swish, 

swash, swish, swash, swish, swash. Oh no, Mrs  Brownõs broom 

was heading for  the  red  welly boot.  Mrs  Brown bent  over to  

pick up the  boot  but,  luckily,  her  phone rang at  that  very  

moment.  òI will  come immediately,ó they  heard  her  say. So, 

Mrs  Brown picked up her  broom, feather  duster  and dustpan 

and rushed  out  of  the  door.  

òHooray!ó said Sidney, Susie and Stanley.  òCome on everyone, 

letõs have a party!ó they  

said.  

So, all the  other  spiders  

crawled  out  of  the  holes. 

First,  they  all shook one 

of  Sidneyõs legs to  

welcome him. Next,  they  

danced a special spider  

dance in the  middle of  the  shed. After  that,  Sidney knew that  

he would never be lonely again. 
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Î Share the story of Sidney the Spider with a grown-up 

and talk about the story together. Then fill  in {ƛŘƴŜȅΩǎ 

sticky notes. 
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�ÔRead the story together again 

Can you work out who said what? 


