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Dear Parents / Carers
Return to School
Doubtless you are all aware that the government has announced that schools will open from 8 th March. School staff are
looking forward to children returning and celebrating with them all the wonderful work they have done whilst they have
been working from home.
All primary school children should attend school from 8 th March - this is a government expectation. If there are specific
individual situations that may prevent this, please discuss this directly with your child’s Headteacher.
We want to stress with you all that this return from lockdown is different to the previous one as all pupils will be back in
school at once. It is really important that parents ensure their families adhere to the government Covid restrictions in order
to keep schools safe. Please do not congregate at the school gates or streets around school, as tempting as it might be to
catch up face to face to share experiences of lockdown. We want to keep schools open and to do this we need everyone
to keep to the Covid rules. Your children do tell us what they’ve been up to in terms of meeting up with friends, sleepovers, etc and understandably this makes school staff feel somewhat frustrated! Every time you bend the rules, you
potentially expose the school to risk. Please for the sake of a few more weeks help us to keep everyone safe. The last thing
we want is for another lockdown, bubble closures or for the staff to be absent through Covid which would mean your child
not having their teacher face to face again.
The government have announced additional funding to help us support children, especially the disadvantaged, who may
not have accessed the full curriculum and need to have some aspects of learning revisited. As always the devil is in the
detail. We do not know how much each school will get; how much is new funding on top of the original amounts given
after the last lockdown. We will keep you informed in due course. However, please be assured that our priority is to ensure
that all the children thrive and make good progress – you will know that the teachers and support staff are passionate
about educating children and will continue, as they have done so throughout the pandemic, to work to ensure your
children’s needs are addressed.
Your partnership with the school staff throughout the lockdown will have taught the children resilience and ensured that
they have grasped key building blocks for their learning. Children are far more resilient than we sometimes give them credit
for – many of them will bounce back quite quickly into their normal patterns of learning and accelerate forward with their
teachers. The staff will be able to recognise where there are aspects that need further work as well as where children need
emotional support as they readjust to school life.

Thank you for your ongoing support

Donna
Donna Bryant
Trust Executive Leader
Here at Grade Ruan we are looking forward to welcoming every child back to school. We will be supporting your children
through this transition and we know that being back as a class and whole school will be fantastic for them (and us) after so
many weeks apart. We want to know how your children are feeling about this and what we can do to help, so I will shortly
be sending out a questionnaire to gather your views.
Our team will be focussing on the wellbeing of your children, as well as continuing to teach the skills and knowledge needed
to ensure each child’s educational journey continues successfully. I am feeling very positive about this challenge after
looking at the quality of work that has been taking place throughout lockdown!
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We will still be following rigorous protocols to minimise risk to children, staff and families; we will continue working in
bubble groups, staff are now testing twice weekly and we will still be spacing tables etc. to reduce the risk even further.
Hygiene is key as ever and we will continue with our cleaning and sanitising routines.
As we want to reduce contact during drop off and collection times, we are going to be staggering the start and end of the
day again. Below is a timetable for each key stage bubble:
Class

Start of Day

End of Day

Entrance/Exit Point

Rose Class

8:55

3:15

Wait at main gate

Tamarisk Class &

8:50

3:10

Wait at main gate then line up in playground.

Socoa Class

Please make sure you arrive with your child to go in at the correct time- thank you for your help with this, it is so
important in helping us to keep everyone safe.
I will be in touch with more details about what will be happening over the next few weeks; I will also share any new
information and guidance as soon as we get it. I am hopeful that by the summer we can really celebrate as a school.
Thank you all again for your support. I look forward to seeing everyone on March 8 th.

Louise Jones
Headteacher
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