Swallows and Larks – Year 2
Summer 1, 2021
Towers, Tunnels and Turrets

See the castle ahead? Get ready to invade its mighty walls. Shoot a projectile
with an archer’s aim. head across the drawbridge, over the moat and up to
the top of the tower. meet rapunzel who lives in a tall, tall tower. let’s
build a brand new one. Whose is the tallest? Can you measure it? Then dig
deep, deep down, making burrows and tunnels, just like the animals who live
underground. what’s that sound? i hear little hooves going trip, trap, trip,
trap, over the rickety bridge. Watch out for the angry troll underneath.
He likes to gobble up little girls and boys. Make sure your bridge is sturdy
enough to take our weight and get us safely to the other side. And finally,
meet three little pigs who need your help to build a strong fortress. Inside
its strong walls, they’ll be safe from the big, bad wolf. no huffing and
puffing will blow your fortress down.

Welcome back after the Easter holidays. We hope you’ve had a restful and enjoyable break after a
busy Spring term! Our topic this half term is Towers, Tunnels and Turrets! As you can see above, we
have lots planned, based around castles and other structures.
In English we will be exploring non-fiction texts based around the features of castles. We will be
learning about reported speech and reading some traditional tales involving bridges, towers and
buildings! We will be thinking about writing letters and creating information posters.
In Maths we will be beginning with fractions and moving onto measurement, including length, height
and time. We will also start thinking about position and direction in geometry.
During this topic, we will also cover the following areas:
Science: We will be looking at tunnelling animals and their habitats. We will be creating castle walls
and use our knowledge of materials to knock the walls down. We will also investigate bridges and
learn about the best shapes and materials to make the strongest bridges. We will end the half term
testing biscuit bridges to find the strongest biscuit.
* We will be looking at animals and their offspring on Friday 7th May, please could your child
bring in a baby photo before that date. It can either be emailed to admin@gbpa.org.uk or they
can bring in a photograph. *
History: We will be finding out about castles from different periods in history and placing them on a
time line, as well as exploring their features. We will also be finding out about how tunnels were used
in World War 2, using a range of historical sources to research this.
Geography: We will be naming and locating the world’s continents and oceans as well as comparing
physical and human features in their environment and other places in the world.
RE: We will be asking the question ‘Who is an inspiring person?’ We will be thinking about stories that
inspire Christians, starting with the story of the Prodigal son.

DT: We will be making models of towers, castles and bridges, using a variety of materials, ranging
from natural materials found in our environment, to spaghetti and marshmallow bridges!
* Any cardboard boxes or recycling for modelling would be very much appreciated! *
PSHE: Relationships. See below for the outline.
PE: In PE we will creating our very own Castle dance. We will be looking at using different levels and
working in cannon and unison. We must defend our castle from an enemy attack! In our other lesson
we will be learning how to improve our accuracy of striking skills. We will work cooperatively in a
group or with a partner and understand the safety involved with striking activities.
* Swallows PE days are Tuesdays and Thursdays and Larks are Tuesdays and Fridays
Computing: We will be using Purple Mash to look at the work by William Morris and recreate it by
using the patterns template.
Homework: Homework in year 2 consists of reading every day, spellings and Times Tables
Rockstars.

If you have any concerns, we are always happy to discuss matters that are important to you
and your child. Please contact the school office via admin@gbpa.org.uk and we will get
back to you as soon as we are able.
Mr Crouch, Mrs Lancaster and Mrs Parkin.
Personal, Social, Health Education curriculum outline for this half term: Relationships

