Notes for Y6 Parents about the KS2 SATs: 10th – 14th May 2021

	What are the KS2 SATs? When do they take place?
· The end of KS2 assessments are sometimes informally referred to as ‘SATS’.
· SATS week across the country begins on 10th May 2021 and are compulsory for all Y6 pupils, unless they have been disapplied.
· Pupils will complete SATS test papers in:

Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling Monday 10th May (45 mins + 15 mins)

Reading – Tuesday 11th May (60    
                          mins)
Maths - Arithmetic – Wednesday     
                     12th May (30 mins)
Mathematical Reasoning – 2 papers Paper 1 Weds 13th May (40 mins)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paper 2 Thurs 14th May (40 mins)

	How are the tests graded?
· The marked tests will provide the following information:
- A raw score (i.e. number of marks)
- A scaled score (see below)
- An indication of whether the national standard has been met.
· In scaled scores, a score of 100 represents the national standard. The lowest is 80 and the highest is 120.
· After each test is marked, it will be converted into a scaled score and that will show whether a pupil is working at the national standard, or above or below it.
· A pupil will need to achieve a scaled score of 100 to show that they have met the national standard on the test.
· A mark of 110 determines that a pupil is working ‘at greater depth,’ above the expected standard.
	Assessment of Writing:
· There is no writing SATS test.
· Writing assessments will be formed from judgements made by teachers, looking at evidence from writing collected over the course of the year. 
· The teachers will moderate their assessments with other professionals to make sure there is a consistent standard across the country.
· Final judgements will be reported to parents at the same time as the other assessment results.
· Please see the ‘writing criteria’ list to see the judgements against which writing has to be assessed.
· Please note the place the Y5/6 100 words spelling takes in meeting this standard.

	How can I help my child?
· Help children not to feel worried or pressured about SATS. All that is asked is that they try their best, but please reassure children that the SATS should not be causing anxiety. 
· Support children to ensure they know as many of the words on Y5/6 spelling list as possible.  For maths, helping the children know all of their times tables is the best help. (Rock Stars will help here, too)
· Help them to have early nights and a healthy diet.
· Help your child to have the best possible attendance at school.
· Please speak to a member of staff if you have questions or concerns.
	How are the scores used?
· SATs results are used to measure our performance as a school ((for example, through reporting to Ofsted and published league tables). 
· Secondary schools also use SATs results to work out their Progress 8 score. This is a performance measure of how well pupils progress between Year 6 and Year 11, with their SATs results as a starting point.
· Secondary schools will set targets for your child based on their KS2 results. These may be GCSE targets or interim targets for the end of each year. 
· Almost all secondary schools group children into sets or streams based on their academic ability, and SATs results may be used as part of the decision-making process.
	What do I do if my child is ill on the day of the test?
· If your child is not fully well (e.g. has a cold), it is usually better for them to complete the test at the same time as their peers, even if they are picked up at the end of the test.  
· Of course, if your child is being physically sick it would be unfair on them to come into school
· Children can take the tests up to five days later (and will be expected to do so, since as if a child does not complete the tests they do not score).  During this time, however, they must have no contact with any other Y6 child and parents must sign a declaration that this has been the case.  In our digital world, this is quite a difficult scenario to manage.



Helpful practice websites/ materials:

Maths:
https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-6   and     https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths/

Spelling:
http://www.keystage2literacy.co.uk/spellings-menu.html    or  https://www.spellzone.com/games/index.cfm?wordlist=2255

Punctuation and Grammar:
A powerpoint has been attached to our school website (Children > Class pages > year 6) which provides practice for the SATs-style questions.
https://uk.ixl.com/ela/year-6/identify-main-verbs-and-helping-verbs
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p

The series of CGP books available on Amazon also provide helpful written practice:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=CGP+KS2&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_2

The study book reinforces the topics covered, whilst the targeted question books provide further practice.
