Take 5: Ideas for Independent/Home Learning
The Secret Sky Garden by Linda Sarah and Fiona
Lumbers (Simon and Schuster)

1. Explore it

Read aloud the words on the pages above and spend time looking at the illustration. What is happening
here? How does Funni feel about this place? What words in the text tell us this? What shows us in the
illustration? Look again at the place described in the picture. What words or phrases would you use to
describe it? Do you think Funni would describe it in the same way? What do you think she would say about
this place? You could write your ideas in a thought bubble, writing in character as Funni.

2. Illustrate it
Re-read the text again and listen to the things Funni likes about being high up on the carpark:
‘But Funni loved being there, hearing the planes take off and touch down, while the blue rooves stretched
for miles like a calm, still sea.’
What do you think Funni sees as she gazes out over the city? Draw a picture of this as though you are
looking through her eyes. You might draw the buildings and houses with their blue rooves, you might draw
the aeroplanes taking off or touching down. What else might she see as she looks over the city? Are there
any clues in Fiona Lumbers’ illustrations? You might choose to listen to the descriptive language ‘like a
calm, still sea’ and draw what she imagines she sees as she is up there.
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Draw this out, using whatever you have to hand, the back of an envelope or old letter or cereal box will do if
you don’t have paper to hand. Maybe other people in your family want to draw what they imagine her seeing
as well. Remember, everyone has their own ideas and imagines things their own way. This is a good thing!
Once you have drawn your picture, share your drawings with someone else if you can, or talk about what
you have drawn with someone else: what is similar about the drawings? What is different?

3. Talk about it
Re-read the pages again and talk about what you have read.





Why do you think Funni loves being in this place?
Is it a place you would like to visit? Why or why not?
Why do you think this place looks like it does now?
Is it right for people to leave a place looking like this? What should happen to rubbish and waste?

4. Imagine it
Think about this place in more detail:





Do you think this is a good place for Funni to be? Why or why not?
How could it be transformed to become a nicer place for Funni to visit?
Would there be things she could do by herself?
What would she need to be able to do this?

You could write some of these ideas down, or draw out a plan for Funni of what the car park could look like
and how to achieve this.

5. Create it:
Think about your own favourite places and spaces. This might be your home, or an outside space such as
your garden, a local play space or park. Think about the different ways in which you could be responsible
for this place to help keep it nice and make a list of these ideas. It might be a list for your home, such as:
Hang up or put away my clean clothes.
Put my dirty clothes in the laundry.
Put my toys away after I have finished playing with them.
Tidy up my pens and pencils.
Take off my shoes and put them away.
Help to clean up after dinner.
Put this up somewhere prominent and use this as a checklist to keep this a nice place for everyone that
uses it. You can ask your family to add other things to the list that they will do to help, or add things that all
the community needs to do, if you are thinking about a community space, like throwing rubbish in a bin,
and not on the ground.
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