	Animal Action                 Year 1 – Spring 1

As Scientists; we will be identifying and naming a variety of common animals and considering why they are each suited to their environment. 
[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/61RafuLFRzL._SX399_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]As Geographers; we will be exploring hot and cold locations around the world using geographical language to describe a specific locality. 
As Artists; we will be experimenting with different collaging techniques and investigating tones and shapes of colours.
In Computing; we will be further developing our understanding of control, directional language and programming. Children will be able to understand that instructions need to be given in a correct order, to give instructions using directional language and numerical units. 

How you can join in at home: Why not take your child to a local farm (The Ouseburn Eco Centre and Bill Quay farm are free and easy to get to by public transport: Whitehouse Farm near Morpeth is a bit further, but a great day out! Visiting an animal shelter or a pet shop can also really inspire the children.  Explore and investigate how animals are taken care of. Read factual animal books and leaflets- this can be achieved by attending your local library. Visit CBBC website/ iPlayer, to watch child-friendly animal documentaries. 

	English:
1.  I can start and end my writing using story language (E.g. ‘Once upon a time’, and ‘They all lived happily evert after’).
2. I can sequence the beginning, middle, end of my writing using story language.
3. I can write my story ideas in the 
correct order through my writing.
4. I can group similar ideas together to help sequence my story into the correct order. (E.g. introducing a character, creating a problem and resolution). 
5. I can use a range of connectives and phrases to link my ideas and sequence my story. (E.g. then, next, after that, soon after, at that moment, a few days later). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Home Challenge: A great way to write a sentence (or two!) a day is to start a diary in January. It gives great daily writing practice!
	Mathematics:
1. I can read, write and interpret mathematical statements with +, - and = signs.
2. I can use and represent number bonds to 20. 
3. I can use show and use subtraction facts to 20 (inverse operation).  
4. I can solve one and two step problems. 
5.  I can add and subtract two digit numbers to 20. 

Home Challenge: find lots of times to practice adding pairs of numbers that make ten until you know them all by heart! If you can do this what about up to 20!

	PE: Please try to ensure that your child has a full PE kit in school at all times including footwear suitable for outdoors. This half term we will be focusing on games. 

PE days: Tuesday and Wednesday. 
	Music:
We will be using an exciting scheme, Charanga to engage the children in music and songs.
	RE:
Children will learn about the importance of the Bible through exploration of stories and characters. We will consider special books from other faiths, considering concepts such as faith, relationships and promises.  

	Home School Learning: Letters and Sounds – Please continue to practise recognition of phonic sounds and use them when sound talking unfamiliar words in reading books. 
Readers – Don’t forget to sign your child’s reading record every time they read to you at home so they can gain their reading awards! Please remind your child that they need to bring their book bags to school every day and homework needs to be returned by Thursday. 
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