
 

Reminders:  Donôt forget all uniform should be labelled with your childôs name. Label order forms are available from the school office. 

 

Whatôs on in school next week... 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Violin & Keyboard Lessons 
3.05 pm Embody Dance 
Playtastic Orchestra 

Drum & Guitar Lessons 
3.05 pm Aston Villa Multi 

Skills Y1-3 

Woodwind Lessons 
3.05 pm Elite Football Y1-3 

3.05 pm Top Score Football 
Club Y4-6 

Cello Lessons 
3.05 pm Top Score Multi 

Sports Y 4-6 
3.05 pm Musical Theatre 

Lanchester EP visit Birchwood 

Lanchester EP Primary School is very similar to Birchwood in 
lots of ways, but also very different. It is a good school with 
outstanding features and serves the community of Lanchester 
village, of which it is centrally located. Lanchester EP is a 
Church of England school with a strong Christian ethos. It has 
a strong link with All Saints Parish, a beautiful medieval parish 
church that was founded in 1147. 

On Thursday and Friday we welcomed all 49 Year 6 pupils and 
6 members of staff from Lanchester EP Primary School to 
Birchwood. In June all of our Year 5 pupils went up to        
Newcastle to visit our Partner School - Lanchester EP for the 
very first time and this week it was our turn to play host. This 
was the next part of the process in establishing and          
maintaining our very exciting and purposeful link with another 
Primary School in a contrasting locality.  

On their way down to Birchwood the children and staff of 
Lanchester stopped off at Warwick Castle. This medieval    
castle, originally built by William the Conqueror in 1068, has 
been voted as one of the best castles in the world. 4 of our 
Year 6 House Captains and School Councillors, went to meet 
Lanchester pupils and spend the day with them exploring the 
castle and watching the live events. 

After a fantastic day out, Lanchester made their way down to 
Birchwood Primary School. After a tour of our school, the   
children got to enjoy playing some sporting activities, had pizza 
for tea and a film night, before the staff and children all got 
their heads down for a cosy nightôs sleep in one of our school 
halls! 

In the morning Lanchester were treated to a breakfast in 
school organised by Mrs Day before joining our Year 6 children 
in an early morning P.E lesson, an Art lesson based on       
Warwick Castle and an English lesson based on Cadbury 
World, which were led by our brilliant Year 6 staff. 

Lanchesterôs trip down to the Midlands was topped off with a 
wonderful visit to Cadbury World. Again they were joined by 
the rest of our Year 6 House Captains and School Councillors, 
where we spent the day learning how confectionery is made, 
the history of Cadbury, the origins of chocolate and had an 
opportunity to sample one or two of our favourite treats. 

The children from both schools had a brilliant two days, which 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. All the children were            
fantastically behaved and were a real credit to both schools. 
Our partnership with Lanchester EP Primary is going from 
strength to strength and I am really looking forward to         
continuing our partnership with a joint trip down to the Bett 
Show in London with our Digital Leaders in January and then 
for all of our Year 5 pupils to visit Lanchester school up in   
Newcastle in June.  

Neil Coleman - Headteacher 

12th October 2018 

If your child has not received their copy of these letters or the óBugleô please contact their class teacher or the office  

Letters sent home this week: Y3-6ðYoung Engineers Club, Y1-6-Active Nerf Wars Club, Y2ðAnkerwood Trip, 

Assembly Theme:  Global Handwashing Day 

All photographs can be purchased for Ã3 per A4 colour copy.   
Please see the school office for details. 

Spotlight on the importance of   

being on time 

The start of the school day is an          
important time for children, not only do 
they get the chance to say hello to their 
friends, a key  social experience, but it is also a vital 
time for them to get into the routine of organising     
themselves ready for the day. (Putting away their      
belongings, getting themselves started on the exciting  
activities planned that their teachers have set for them 
at a calm pace).  Coming in late means a rushed start 
and can lead to a more difficult start to the day for     
children, including missed learning opportunities.   
Teachers often give out vital information and             
instructions during registration, so even missing just a 
few minutes can really impact on childrenôs                
understanding of the day. 

Sometimes children find the transition from home to 
school challenging, in these circumstances, try talking to 
them about their worries, but always focus on the      
positive, encouraging them to come in with a smile and 
minimise the time you spend óhanding overô at the gate 
or door. In the vast majority of  cases, children are   ab-
solutely fine 10 seconds after you have left, and we will 
always call you if needed.  

Mrs Day - Associate Headteacher 

Building firm foundations 



  School Attendance      

        

It sounds obvious but children are more likely to        
succeed when they attend school consistently.  It is not 
just about the lessons that are missed, children also find 
it difficult to engage in the lessons when they return  
because they have missed the important teaching 
points when they were off,  to allow them to successfully 
access the next stage of learning. 

Good attendance at school is vital for pupils to achieve 
their full educational potential.  Pupils with good        
attendance records benefit in the following ways:- 

Continuity of learning which makes progress and 
retention easier 

Improved performance in coursework tasks 
Enhanced performance in examinations 
Continuity of relationships and friendships 
Good references for further education or             
employment 

Good habits are formed for later life 

Then there is the law!  Children by law must attend 
school and all schools are required to record details of 
pupilsô attendance and absence at school.  We do so at 
the beginning of morning and afternoon sessions and 
within strict time limits.  We are also required to report 
poor attendance. 

We encourage children to be on time and attend by  
giving children lots of praise when they are óbeing brave 
for carrying onô with minor ailments like a cold.  We   
reward ónever latesô and ógood attendanceô by giving 
children certificates on a termly basis, which the       
children are very proud of.  We do however understand 
that children are sometimes unwell and certainly donôt 
wish children to come into school unwell just to achieve 
an attendance reward, and for this reason we include 
children whose attendance is also slightly below 100%. 
Our schools always achieve better rates of attendance 
than schools nationally.  Our children love coming to 
school and hate missing anything.  The Government 
has recently set an attendance target of 95% for all 
schools.  We are delighted that our school attendance 
rate is significantly above this at 97.5%. 
 

Well done everyone! 
 

 

Academic Year 2018-2019 
Autumn Term 2018 

 

Half Term (1 week)  Monday 29th October 
Professional Development Day Monday 5th November 
Children return to school  Tuesday 6th November 
Nasal Flu Immunisations  Friday 9th November 
Late Parents Evening  Wednesday 14th  
    November 
Early Parents Evening  Thursday 15th  
    November 
Year 5 Class Assemblies  Thursday 29th   
    November 
TBPS Christmas Fair  Friday 7th December 
Lower School Christmas Perf. Monday 17th December 
Lower School Christmas Perf. Tuesday 18th December 
Upper School Christmas Perf. Wednesday 19th  
    December 
Upper School Christmas Perf. Thursday 20th   
    December  
Term Ends for Christmas (Early) Friday 21st December 
 

Spring Term 2019 
 

Professional Development Day Monday 7th January 
Half Term (1 Week)  Monday 18th February 
Professional Development Day Monday 25th February 
Children return to school  Tuesday 26th February 
Term Ends for Easter (2 weeks) Friday 12th April 

 

Summer Term 2019 
 

Children return to school  Monday 29th April 
May Day    Monday 6th May 
Half Term (1 week)  Monday 27th May 
Children return to school   Monday 3rd June 
Professional Development Day Friday 21st June 
Term Ends for Summer (Early) Friday 19th July 

 

These dates may be subject to change if necessary. 
New and amended dates shown in bold. 

Details and times to be confirmed nearer each event. 
 

Please note the 1 pm early finish on 21st December and 19th 
July. If this will cause you any problems, please speak to a 

member of staff.  

Reminder - Absence Notification 
 

Parents are reminded that a telephone call to school is  

required for absence BY 8.30am letting us know the 

childôs name, class and reason for absence.  A call is 

then required for EACH day of absence thereafter.   
 

Can we please remind parents that on the childôs 

return to school we still require a signed letter    

confirming the reason to enable us to authorise the 

absence.  
 

Failure to adhere to the above policy may result in an  

óunauthorised absenceô being recorded on official school  

register. 



 

 
Warwick 

Castle was 

an amazing  

experience.

ðEmily 

Visiting Warwick Castle 

was the best day of my 

life! -  James 

We really enjoyed learning about the 

history of cocoa, where it comes from 

and how it is made.  It was nearly as 

good as tasting the chocolate itself! 

Holly & Isabella 


