
 

Reminders:  All items of your childôs uniform should be named.  Children should check that they have everything with them before leaving school. 

 

Whatôs on in school next week é  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

KS2 SATS 
3.05pm Dance Club 
3.05 pm Orchestra 

Guitar lessons 
3.05pm Aston Villa club R,1,2 

Keyboard/Violin lessons 
Woodwind lessons 

3.05pm Elite Football Club 3-6 
3.05pm Uniform Shop  

3.05 pm Multi Sports 3ð6 
3.05 pm Eco Club 
3.05pm Library 

Drums lessons 
Maple Swimming 

3.05pm Multi Sports R,1,2 

A Testing Time at Birchwood 
 

We approach a very important time at Birchwood, as our 
children prepare for national statutory tests (SATs). 
 

Next week each child in Year 2 and Year 6 will be  
completing formal assessments to measure their  
progress and overall attainment. The national tests and 
teacher assessments we complete are designed to give 
parents and the school important information about how 
well each child is doing, what their next steps are and 
allow us to judge how the school is doing overall.  
 

We also undertake ónon-statutoryô tests and  
assessments in most other year groups to indicate if a 
child is working at, above, or below their age related  
expectations. This also allows teachers to plan essential 
ónext stepsô and ensure children are supported in  
precisely the correct way and identify any additional  
support that may be required.  
 

We have completed national statutory tests for many 
years and are well aware of the problems caused by 
placing too much pressure on our children. We  
ALWAYS make sure that testing and assessment is 
never a frightening or unpleasant experience for the  
children. Years of experience have shown us that  
excellent preparation and relaxed and happy children, 
do far better in tests.  
 

We do our very best to make sure that children achieve 
what they deserve by teaching them to the best of our 
ability. We support them in class, with early morning 
booster sessions, specialist tutors, revision packs and 
individualised support. Surprisingly many of our children 
actually look forward to completing tests, seeing them as 
an opportunity to show what they are capable of and as 
another chance to make their teachers and parents 
proud of them. 
 

The SATs tests start the week beginning Monday 14
th
 

May. The best preparation you can give your child is 
ensuring that they have a good nightôs sleep and that 
they arrive in school on time. All we want from every 
child is for them to try their very best. We are extremely 
proud of all the hard work and effort they have put into 
every lesson this year and I am sure they will all do very 
well. 
 

Mr Coleman - Headteacher 

11th  May 2018 

Letters sent home this week: If your child has not received their copy of these letters or the óBugleô please contact their class teacher or the office  

Letters Home -  Hazel 1, Oak 3 & Teak 5ðPhysical Activity, Y3ðThe Water Horse, Y6ðSATS Breakfasts 

Assembly Theme:  Differences and Uniqueness 

All photographs can be purchased for Ã3 per A4 colour copy.   
Please see the school office for details. 

A Bon App®-treat at the Golden Table  

Spotlight on Excellenceé 
 

Spotlight on Sun Safety 
 

As we have finally had a few days of sunshine (and we are keeping 
our fingers crossed for warmer temperatures for the next few 
weeks, especially after our snow filled winter), I am taking this  
opportunity to remind parents of how we keep our children safe at 
school. 
 

We promote: 

¶ The teaching of sun safety lessons during PSHE. 

¶ Pupils wearing hats when outside. 

¶ Children regularly drinking water and staying hydrated. 

¶ Where possible, all doors and windows being opened to     
provide a through breeze and classroom blinds drawn. 

¶ Physical education lessons which are carefully planned to 
avoid sun exposure, unnecessary exertion and dehydration. 

¶ In extreme weather, outdoor PE lessons last for no more than 
30 minutes, before children are then brought indoors and given 
time to rest and drink water. 

¶ Children with medical conditions such as asthma being      
monitored and supported appropriately. 

 

How parents can help: 

¶ Provide children with sun hats (please remember to name them 
clearly!) 

¶ Apply sunscreen to your child before coming to school. 
 

Letôs hope we continue to have more sunshine than showers!  
 

Mrs Day - Associate Headteacher 



Academic Year 2017-2018 
 

Summer Term 2018 
 

Half Term (1 week)  Monday 28th May 
Grandparents Lunch  Wednesday 6th June 
TBPS Meeting   Wednesday 6th June 
Manor Adventure   Friday 8th June  
    until Monday 11th June 
TBPS Fatherôs Day Sale  Tuesday 12th June 
TBPS Fatherôs Day Sale  Wednesday 13th June 
TBPS Fatherôs Day Sale  Friday 15th June 
Professional Development Day Friday 22nd June 
Year 2 Class Assembly  Friday 29th June 
Sports Day   Monday 2nd July 
Sports Day (Reserve)  Tuesday 3rd July 
TBPS Meeting   Wednesday 4th July 
Moving Up Day   Thursday 5th July 
Year 6 Leavers Performance Wednesday 18th July 
TBPS End of Term Disco  Thursday 19th July  
School Finishes (1 p.m. Finish) Friday 20th July 
 

Academic Year 2018-2019 
Autumn Term 2018 

 

Professional Development Day Monday 3rd September 
Children return to school  Tuesday 4th September 
Half Term (1 week)  Monday 29th October 
Professional Development Day Monday 5th November 
Children return to school  Tuesday 6th November 
Term Ends for Christmas (2 wks) Friday 21st December 
 

Spring Term 2019 
 

Professional Development Day Monday 7th January 
Children return to school  Tuesday 8th January 
Half Term (1 Week)  Monday 18th February 
Professional Development Day Monday 25th February 
Children return to school  Tuesday 26th February 
Term Ends for Easter (2 weeks) Friday 12th April 
 

Summer Term 2019 
 

Children return to school  Monday 29th April 
May Day    Monday 6th May 
Half Term (1 week)  Monday 27th May 
Children return to school   Monday 3rd June 
Professional Development Day Friday 21st June 
Term Ends for Summer  Friday 19th July 
 

These dates may be subject to change if necessary. 
New and amended dates shown in bold. 

Details and times to be confirmed nearer each event. 
 

Please Note Early Finish : Friday 20th July 2018 
Arrangements will need to be made to collect  

children earlier than usual.   
Please let us know if this causes any difficulties.  

Weekly Safety Message 
 

Each week we give the children a quick safety   
reminder in assembly on Friday. We would be  
grateful if parents could help us at home by giving the 
same message. This week:   
 

ñWhat should you do if someone knocks at your  
front door and you donôt know who they are?ò  

Uniform Orders 
 

This year our uniform shop will not be open 
during the summer holiday, therefore, if you 
require school uniform for the new school 
year (2018/19), all orders must be placed 
no later than Friday 1st June to ensure 
delivery to school before the summer holiday.  We are  
unable to guarantee delivery before we break up on 20th July 
for any orders placed after 1st June.   
 
Orders should be placed in the usual way by logging onto our 
school website, www.birchwoodprimaryschool.com, clicking on 
the parents tab, selecting óParentPayô from the drop down 
menu and following the link to ParentPay Uniform Shop. 
 
Our uniform shop will remain open for collections each 
Wednesday at 3.05pm as usual, for any orders placed.  
 

Sun Awareness 
 

We encourage parents to apply sun 
screen/cream to children before they 
come into school. There are now a 
large number of long lasting óall dayô creams available from 
supermarkets which protect children way beyond 1.00pm when 
children come in from lunch. Unfortunately, school staff are not 
permitted to apply creams etc so please do not send in sun 
creams, sprays or lotions for your child to apply in school.   
 

Reluctantly, we ask that children do not bring in sun creams or 
sprays into school because of the potential for accidents to 
themselves, others or property. As ever, we are happy to  
discuss any issues with parents whose children need to make 
alternative arrangements because of a Doctorôs medical  
advice. Children are also advised to wear hats at break and 
lunchtime. To help parents, we also stock in our Uniform Shop 
óBirchwood Primary Schoolô sun hats. These are sold at an 
extremely reasonable price of Ã2.85 and look great with our 
smart school uniform.  
 

During sunny weather, a close eye is kept on children to make 
sure they donôt burn. We encourage them to take cover in 
shade and even bring them in earlier if it becomes too hot. We  
always appreciate parents supporting us by reminding children 
to drink plenty of water, wear a hat and take shade. 

NEVER LATE  
CERTIFICATES 

óRewarding children for ALWAYS 
getting to school on timeô 

 

Each term we award a óLimited Editionô   
certificate for children who have never been late that term.  
Being on time for school is vital. At the start of the day, not 
only do we take registers, but give out vital instructions for the 
school day. Children tell us that they really hate being late for 
school because óEveryone looks at youô and óYou donôt know 
what you are meant to be doingô. 
 

At the start of the day teachers take registers, explain to the 
children what they will be doing for the day and all sorts of  
other important instructions about what will be happening 
around school. After 8.40am children must enter school 
through the office entrance to be registered separately.  



During Science Club, this half term, we have been creating our own experiments 

and drawing conclusions from the results.   We started by investigating how  

contaminants in water affected growth.   We learned that when salt and vinegar 

were present, it killed healthy plants or stopped them growing as well.   We 

learned that is the reason water needs cleaning before being returned into  

rivers.   Next, we explored how effective different clay shapes were at  

floating.   We had hoped to design the best boat but none of our ideas 

worked.   Like all good scientists, we persisted and researched what other  

people tried.   We will then try again  and hopefully be more successful.  
 
 

 
 
 



Information leaflets and adverts sent or published by Birchwood Primary School  
Birchwood Primary does not endorse any of the services, or products advertised and does not give any  

representation or warranty about any of the organisations.  Birchwood Primary School is not an agent for any of 
these organisations and any enquiry concerning their services and/or products should be  

referred directly to them. 

www.ocado.jobs 

New FREE online  
guides for Parents 

 
By the time children are 14 years of age, 50% of mental health 
problems are already established, so we know we need to act 
early in Warwickshire to help grow parentsô confidence,  
understanding and responsiveness to their children. 
 

Warwickshire Public Health have designed three online guides 
to help mums, dads and carers to develop a positive  
relationship with their children.  In turn this will help strengthen 
resilience and emotional wellbeing, so children grow up able to 
bounce back from lifeôs various challenges. 
 

The guides available are: 

¶ Understanding your child  

 (For parents of 0  -  18 year olds) 

¶ Understanding your baby (Newborn) 

¶ Understanding your pregnancy 
 

Start learning today at  
Warwickshire.gov.uk/parentguides 

Cameo Dance est. 2003  
 

�)�X�Q���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���'�D�Q�F�H���&�O�D�V�V�H�V���K�H�O�G���L�Q���3�R�O�H�V�Z�R�U�W�K 
Little Dancers 2 ½ - 6yrs  4:30pm �± 5:30pm  

Friday evenings in The Tithe Barn, Polesworth 
Tuesday evenings in The Memorial Hall, Polesworth 

Juniors 6 ½ - 10yrs 5:30pm  -   7:30pm  
Friday evenings in The Memorial Hall, Polesworth 
NEW Juniors 6 ½ - 8yrs 5:15pm  -   7:15pm  

(From 6th Feb 2018)  
Tuesday evenings in The Memorial Hall, Polesworth 

www.cameodance.co.uk * Call 07443421867 
Facebook Charlotte Kate Cameo 

First Trial Class FREE! 

App of the week 

Please note that although we check the suitability of Applications, they can be changed without 
notice. Parents should therefore check the Application BEFORE children go on to them. 

Total 
raised 
so far 

 

Ã968.76 

Vocabulary  
Spelling City 
A fun way to learn 
spelling and  

vocabulary words by 
playing engaging 

games. 

S M A R T  RULES  
Remember the SMART rules when  

using the internet  
R is for Reliable  

 

Someone online might lie about who they are 
and information on the internet may not be 
true. Always check information with  

other websites, books or someone who knows. 
If you like chatting online it's best to only chat 
to your real world friends and family. 

Next week is T  

RISE (formerly CAMHS) Community Hubs 
 

Rise community Hubs have been created for Children, Young 
People, Families and wider communities to offer support,  
information and guidance on mental health.  The Ratcliffe 
Centre, Ratcliffe Road, Atherstone, CV9 1LF is now open.   
 

The following sessions are now available to book onto: 
 

Understanding and supporting children  
aged 3-11 years with ANXIETY 

Ratcliffe Centre, Atherstone 21st May 2018 9.30am-11am  
(One to one consultations are available 11-12.30pm) 

 

What is anxiety and how can we help our children? Learn to 
spot signs of anxiety and how it might look in children of     
different ages.  Learn to tell the difference between the usual 
stresses of childhood and when anxiety might be becoming a 
problem for a child.  You will take away practical tips and   
activities you can do at home to support a child who is feeling 
anxious.  You will also find out where to go for help locally if 
you are worried about your childôs emotional wellbeing. 

 

Sources of information and support for children and 
young peopleôs emotional wellbeing 

Ratcliffe Centre, Atherstone 16th July 2018 9.30-11am  
(One to one consultations are available 11-12.30pm) 

 

What is out there to help you to help your child with their   
emotional wellbeing? We will explain how you can use the new 
Dimensions Tool, a web-based app that will help you find   
support in the Warwickshire area that is specific to your childôs 
needs.  The Dimensions Tool is free to use and has been   
developed in conjunction with parents and carers, referrers 
and clinical staff.  We will also give you an overview of other 
useful local and national resources, including self-help books, 
websites, apps, etc. 
To book your place please email  
risecommunityhubs@covwarkpt.nhs.uk 
 

Parent Consultation sessions 
On the following dates you can book a 20-30 minute one on 
one consultation. 
14th May, 11th June, 23rd July  -  Between 9am and 1pm 
To book your place please email  
risecommunityhubs@covwarkpt.nhs.uk  

ñHow do you cross the road safely?ò 
 
Children need to learn how to cross the road safely.  

The Green Cross Code is taught in our school but needs to be  
reinforced from home and not just by memorising the words, 
but by parents practicing and explaining the code to their  
children. Do you know it? Do you follow it? The code is for  
everyone. 
 

Ý Find the safest place to cross 

Ý Stop just before you get to the kerb 

Ý Look all around for traffic and listen 

Ý If traffic is coming, let it pass 

Ý When it is safe, go straight across the road, do not run 


