
 

Reminders:  If your personal details have changed please ensure that the school has up-to-date contact details for parents and carers.  

 

Whatôs on in school next week é  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Keyboard / Violin Lessons   
3.05pm Library 

Guitar lessons 
 

Woodwind lessons 
3.05pm Uniform Shop  

3.05 pm Girlôs Multi Sports 
3.05pm Library 

School Closed 

Now>Press>Play 
 
As part of our visit to the Bett Show in January, our Digital 
Leaders spent some time on the Now>Press>Play stand,   
finding out all about their product and having a go at one of 
their interactive educational experiences. The Digital Leaders 
and staff really enjoyed their experience and were so         
impressed that we invited Now>Press>Play to come to    
Birchwood to hold some staff training and enable us to trial the 
product back in school. 
 
Now>Press>Play is an immersive audio resource that engages 
primary school children in the curriculum through emotion, 
imagination and movement. In a Now>Press>Play experience 
every child is given a pair of wireless headphones. Immersed 
in sound, they become the main character in a story, meeting 
people, discovering places and solving problems on an       
educational adventure theyôll never forget. Now>Press>Play 
can be used as a whole class activity or with smaller groups 
for intervention work. It is a fun and inclusive way to engage 
children in the curriculum. 

 
The benefits of using Now>Press>Play fit very much into our 
school ethos and vision, providing all pupils with óRich        
Opportunities and Memorable Experiences.ô Active learning 
and learning outside the classroom are vital for pupil           
development and an area that we are positively looking to  
improve at Birchwood. Now>Press>Play will increase         
engagement for pupils of all abilities, will stimulate               
imaginations and inspire creative writing, will help raise      
attainment by making learning meaningful and memorable, will 
extend childrenôs life experiences, will help pupils develop 
emotional responses and discussion skills and will also make 
learning fun and exciting. 
 
On Thursday all the staff from Birchwood, Dordon and Wood 
End joined together in school for a óStone Age adventure to 
save Dadô. Part of the adventure required staff to canoe down 
a river, before aiming their bows and arrows at woolly       
mammoths. The staff all had a great time and it was definitely 
one of our most entertaining staff meetings! 
 
I look forward to trialling Now>Press>Play with our pupils next 
week. If they enjoy their learning as much as the staff did on 
Thursday, then I am sure it will be a resource that we use to 
support every theme taught across school from now on. We 
might even treat the children to a ósilent discoô if they are lucky! 

 
 
Neil Coleman 

Headteacher 

23rd March 2018 

Letters sent home this week: If your child has not received their copy of these letters or the óBugleô please contact their class teacher or the office  

 

Assembly Theme:  Feeling Safe in School 

All photographs can be purchased for Ã3 per A4 colour copy.   
Please see the school office for details. 

Now u Press u Play 

Spotlight on Excellenceé 
 

Spotlight on é learning about money. 
 

In an increasingly cashless society, it is all too easy for children 
to never actually handle órealô money and this can make it very 
difficult for them to understand the value of different coins and 
to find out how much everyday items actually cost. 
 

To help, we are encouraging children to begin to be óhands onô 
with money at home.  This might be being in charge of buying 
one or two items at the local corner shop during the week using 
cash, and maybe even experiencing getting change.  Getting 
involved with the weekly shopping is another great way to help 
children realise how much items actually cost.  You might give 
them several items to find on their own ólistô as they go round 
the supermarket and ask them to work out how much they will 
cost (which is a great way to both keep them occupied and 
practise their maths skills at the same time!) 
 

In school, as well as money being a key part of our maths  
curriculum throughout, we provide opportunities for our key 
stage 2 children to experience buying tuck using their own 
money, and our tuck trolley monitors to work out giving change 
too.  We would love your children to share with their teachers 
any experiences of their home learning about money over the 
next few weeks, what they have been up to and how it has 
helped them understand more about the value of money,  
maybe even what surprised them about the cost of the things 
they bought.  
 

Mrs Day  -  Associate Headteacher 



Academic Year 2017-2018 
 

Spring Term 2018 
Easter Bonnet Parade  Thursday 29th March 
School Finishes (Easter)  Thursday 29th March 
Summer Term 2018 
Children Return to School  Monday 16th April 
Year 1 Class Assembly  Friday 11th May 
Half Term (1 week)  Monday 28th May 
Grandparents Lunch  Wednesday 6th June 
Manor Adventure   Friday 8th June  
    Until Monday 11th June 
Staff Inset Day   Friday 22nd June 
Year 2 Class Assembly  Friday 29th June 
Sports Day   Monday 2nd July 
Sports Day (Reserve)  Tuesday 3rd July 
Moving Up Day   Thursday 5th July 
Year 6 Leavers Performance Wednesday 18th July 
School Finishes (1 p.m. Finish) Friday 20th July 
 

These dates may be subject to change if necessary. 
New and amended dates shown in bold. 

Details and times to be confirmed nearer each event. 
 

Please Note Early Finish :  Friday 20th July  
Arrangements will need to be made to collect  

children earlier than usual.   
Please let us know if this causes any difficulties.  

Earth Hour 
2018 

 
Earth Hour is a global movement, 
which brings millions together across 
the world to call for greater action on climate change. Each 
year, hundreds of millions of people around the world switch 
off their lights and organise events to show they care about the 
future of our planet.  Communities across the globe switch out 
their lights for an hour, to join a global show of support for  
action on climate. 
 

This year Earth Hour is taking place on Saturday 24th March 
from 8.30pm.  Switch off YOUR lights and show you want  
action.  Find our more online at the WWF www.wwf.org.uk/
wildlife. 

Weekly Safety Message 
Each week we give the children a quick safety   
reminder in assembly on Friday. We would be  
grateful if parents could help us at home by giving the 
same message. This week:   
 

ñWhat would you do if an adult stopped you on the way 
back from school and said óyour mum told me to collect 

you from schoolò 

Year 5/6 Cross  
Country 
 

The results are in! After 3 cross 
country races the scores have 
been added together and our girls 
team came third, our boys team came second and overall 
Birchwood came third. Well done to everyone who ran in the 
races.  
 

On the 15th March, Lewis (Year 5) took part in the Northern 
Area Trials Cross Country Race at Warton Nethersole. He ran 
really well and has managed to gain a place in the  
Warwickshire Primary Cross Country Championships  
representing North Warwickshire in April. We look forward to 
hearing how he has got on, good luck, Lewis.  
 

Swimming Gala 
On Wednesday 21st March, 16 children from Key Stage Two 
represented Birchwood in the swimming gala. They swam  
brilliantly and supported each other as a team. Overall we 
gained mostly second places in the races, a special mention to 
Jacob (Year 5) who came first in his race and to Layton (Year 
5) who stepped in at the last minute. The gala was one of four 
galas, so we wait to hear if we have got through to the next 
round.  Well done, everyone.  
 

Mrs Atkins  
PE Subject Leader 

Bullying 
Bullying is thankfully extremely rare in our school because we 
do a great deal to ensure that ógreat behaviourô, ógood  
attitudesô, óinclusionô and órespect for othersô are part of our 
class work, curriculum and assembly themes. 
 

However, we are not a school that says óbullying never  
happens here!ô, schools that say this are naive. It can happen 
to anyone, at any age and occurs in most workplaces. Bullying 
at school might involve pushing someone, someone pushing 
you, teasing you, calling you names, or sending nasty       
messages. No one has the right to do this. 
 

Over the next few weeks we will remind everyone how to deal 
with bullying: 

TIP ONE:  
óDonôt ignore bullyingô ï it probably wonôt go away  
on its own and so something MUST be done.ô 

Holiday Absence 
 

Parents please note: 
Leave which is taken for the following reasons will not be  
authorised: 
 

Availability of cheaper holidays 
Availability of desired accommodation 
Poor weather experienced in school holidays 
Overlap with beginning or end of term 
 

We greatly appreciate parental support to reduce the total 
amount of days lost due to holidays.  We are committed to 
working in partnership with you to enable your child to reach 
their academic targets and to support their social development. 
For this to happen we need to keep individual attendance as 
high as possible and we all need to play our part. 
 

Why attendance matters: 

× Less than 5 days absence = 98%+ attendance 

× 14 days absence (approx.) = 93.5% attendance 

× 20 days absence (approx.) = 90% attendance 

× More than 30 days absence = 88% attendance 

Outstanding Payments 
 

Year 6  -  Manor Adventure 
Please ensure that all outstanding payments for the Manor  
Adventure trip are received no later than Thursday 19th April 
2018. 
 

All Other Payments 
Please ensure that all outstanding payments for swimming, 
trips and dinners are no later than Thursday 29th March 
2018. 

Parking 
 

Please may we remind parents / carers that parking is not  
permitted in the schools car park.  Please park courteously on 
the roads surrounding school.  It is also important to ensure 
that driveways and pavements are not obstructed as this can 
prove dangerous for other road users, pedestrians and be   
frustrating for our neighbours.  Thank you for your support and  
co-operation. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB1MmnkMbWAhXIPxQKHXg9BksQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fedal.daca.co%2Fessay-sports.html&psig=AFQjCNEiji0HyVa3zln-98Vw78ddWqPY8A&ust=1506627836230546


 

 

At the start of each half term every class begins a new theme.  Each 

theme begins with a provocation to hook the children and capture their 

interest, this could range from an alien landing to a crime scene.  This 

provides our children with ômemorable experiencesõ.  Here our some 

photos from Year 1õs Hook Day at the beginning of this half term. 

Year 1 discovered a crime scene and had 
to support police with their investigations.   
Someone had stolen Baby Bear's porridge 
and made a mess of Elm class in the  

process.  They collected and documented 
evidence, hypothesised, created wanted 
posters and interview questions until  

eventually the culprit was  
captured.  Sergeant F. Tale, of Tamworth 
police station, said he was very impressed 

with the children's efforts. 



Information leaflets and adverts sent or published by Birchwood Primary School  
Birchwood Primary does not endorse any of the services, or products advertised and does not give any  

representation or warranty about any of the organisations.  Birchwood Primary School is not an agent for any of 
these organisations and any enquiry concerning their services and/or products should be  

referred directly to them. 

www.ocado.jobs 

Cameo Dance est. 2003  
 

�)�X�Q���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���'�D�Q�F�H���&�O�D�V�V�H�V���K�H�O�G���L�Q���3�R�O�H�V�Z�R�U�W�K 
Little Dancers 2 ½ - 6yrs  4:30pm �± 5:30pm  

Friday evenings in The Tithe Barn, Polesworth 
Tuesday evenings in The Memorial Hall, Polesworth 

Juniors 6 ½ - 10yrs 5:30pm  -   7:30pm  
Friday evenings in The Memorial Hall, Polesworth 
NEW Juniors 6 ½ - 8yrs 5:15pm  -   7:15pm  

(From 6th Feb 2018)  
Tuesday evenings in The Memorial Hall, Polesworth 

www.cameodance.co.uk * Call 07443421867 
Facebook Charlotte Kate Cameo 

First Trial Class FREE! 

Warwickshireôs BIGGEST & 
FRIENDLIEST  

FITNESS BOOTCAMP is now 
getting BIGGER é 

  
Since 2014 our FUN & FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE has  
attracted; males and females, couples and families, teenagers 
and 60+  
 

 
NEW MONDAY session STARTING  9th April. 
WEEKDAY WARRIORS BOOTCAMP 
Functional, Fitness & Fat Loss  
BOOTCAMP for ALL ABILITIES 
 

 
Sessions are being held at Birchwood Primary School 
Mon: 7.30  -  8.30pm (from 9/4/18) 
Wed: 7.30  -  8.30pm 
 

Ã4 per session / Ã7.50 for Mon & Wed 
 

 
WEEKEND WARRIORS BOOTCAMP 
DORDON RECREATIONAL PARK, Long St, Dordon, B78 1QA 
Sunday: 8.30  -  9.00am (Seasonal  -  Jan, March, June & Oct) 
 

Ã3.50 per session 
Discount for monthly upfront payment. 
 

ñCreate the best version of YOUò 
 
 
 

 

Matt Bartram PT 
07985 158 673 
www.personaltrainertamworth.com 

App of the week 

Please note that although we check the suitability of Applications, they can be changed without 
notice. Parents should therefore check the Application BEFORE children go on to them. 

Total 
raised 
so far 

 

Ã968.76 

WORD MANIA 
 

Make as many 
words as you can 
before the time runs 

out !!!  
 

 

 

 

 

Our book fair will be open from 16th April until 19th April 
after school.  Children who would like to visit our book fair must 
be accompanied by their adult.  It is a great opportunity to buy 

a book as a gift or for yourself at half price! 
 

If your child wishes to purchase a book but is unable to attend 
the book fair after school with an adult, there will be an       
opportunity to attend with their class on Friday 20th April  
during the day.  Please send payments (maximum of Ã5.00) in 
a sealed envelope, labelled with your childôs name and class. 
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Thursday 29th March 2018 
 

Reception, Year 1 and 2  children are all invited to 
take part in our Easter Hat Parade. Children must 
have made their hats at home and bring them to 
school on Thursday morning.  Infant parents are  
invited to see the parade at 9 am and watch the  
winners being presented with their prizes. 

 

Year 3 to Year 6 children are asked to design and 
make their own egg creations which should be  
taken to the Infant hall when they arrive at school 
(before 8.40am).  Junior parents are invited to view 
the egg creations between 8.40am and 9.00am, or 

after the Easter Hat Parade.  
 

Prizes will be presented at the end of the  
Easter Hat parade.   

 
TBPS Easter raffle will also be drawn.   

Spare Clothes Request 
 

We would be very grateful if any of our parents / carers could 
donate any unwanted boys pants (age 4 - 5), to keep as a 
supply in school for toilet accidents. 


