St. John’s Church of England Academy
Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND) Information Report

What type of SEND do we provide for at St. John’s C. of E. Academy?
St. John’s C. of E. Academy is a mainstream primary school which strives to provide the best learning opportunities for
all children within an inclusive Christian school community.
The school, including the governing body, recognises that all children are individuals who each have different learning
needs. We work as a team to ensure all children are given the right balance of support and challenge. Special
educational needs and provision can be considered as falling under four broad areas:





Communication and interaction
Cognition and learning
Social, emotional and mental health
Sensory and/or physical

Communication and Interaction
Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in communicating
with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to
them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is different
and their needs may change over time. They may have difficulty with one, some or all of the different aspects of
speech, language or social communication at different times of their lives.
Children and young people with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are
likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience difficulties with language,
communication and imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others.
Cognition and Learning
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at a slower pace than their
peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate
learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of
the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to profound and multiple learning
difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical
disability or sensory impairment.
Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of
conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties
Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves
in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or
disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as anxiety or depression,
self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders or physical symptoms that are medically unexplained. Other children

and young people may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or
attachment disorder.
Sensory and/or Physical Needs
Some children and young people require special educational provision because they have a disability which prevents
or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided. These difficulties can be age related
and may fluctuate over time. Many children and young people with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) or
a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist support and/or equipment to access their learning, or
rehabilitation support. Children and young people with an MSI have a combination of vision and hearing difficulties.
Some children and young people with a physical disability (PD) require additional ongoing support and equipment to
access all the opportunities available to their peers.
How do we identify and assess pupils with SEND?
At St. John’s C. of E. Academy, children are identified as having SEND through a variety of ways including the following:













Liaison with previous school or pre-school setting
Following the SEND Code of Practice and the Gloucestershire Guidance Booklet for Practitioners Working with
Children and Young People with Additional Needs including Special educational Needs and Disabilities
Termly Pupil Progress Meetings
Assessment data and tracking information – is the child working below age related expectations?
School based assessments initially carried out by the class teacher
Further school based assessments carried out by the SENDCo
Assessments carried out by external agencies, e.g. Educational Psychologist, Advisory Teacher
Concerns raised by a parent
Concerns raised by a teacher
Concerns raised by a pupil
Liaison with external agencies, e.g. for a physical/sensory issue, speech and language
Health diagnosis

Who is our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCo) and how can they be contacted?
The SENDCo is Mrs Joanne Peaper who is also the Deputy Headteacher. She can be contacted via the main school
office on 01594 832046 Monday – Friday or via email at jpeaper@st-johns.gloucs.sch.uk

Who are the best people to talk to at this school about my child’s difficulties with learning/ Special Educational
Needs or Disability (SEND)?
Class Teacher
Responsible For:





Delivering quality first teaching, including personalising and differentiating teaching and learning as required.
Monitoring the progress of your child and working with the Teaching Assistants and SENDCo to identify, plan,
deliver and review any additional help your child may need.
Setting, monitoring and reviewing outcomes for your child’s My Plan with parents and pupil.
Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom for all the pupils they teach with SEND.

Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCo)
Responsible For:








To lead, manage, develop and maintain high quality SEND provision which enables quality teaching, excellent
learning outcomes and success for all pupils.
To coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or disabilities and develop the
school’s SEND Policy to make sure children receive consistently, high quality responses to meet their needs.
Working with parents and families who have a child with SEND offering support, guidance and keeping parents
well informed about the support their child is receiving and reviewing how they are doing.
Liaising with outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Service, Educational Psychologists, who come
into school to help and support a child’s learning.
Updating the school’s SEND Register and making sure that there are records kept of children’s progress and
needs.
Provide support, training, advice and guidance for teachers and support staff in school so they can help
children with send reach the best possible outcome.
Working with the Headteacher and school governors to ensure that the school meets its responsibilities under
the Equality Act (2010) with regard to reasonable adjustment and access arrangements.

Headteacher
Responsible For:




The day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes the support for children with SEND.
The Headteacher will give responsibility to the SENDCO and the class teachers but is still accountable for
ensuring that your child’s needs are met.
The Headteacher must make sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school
relating to SEND.

SEND Governor
Responsible For:








To ensure that the school is fulfilling its duties to children with SEND
To undertake required training, including school specific induction with SENDCO
Meet with SENDCO in Autumn, Spring and Summer terms (Minimum of 3 x year)
To raise awareness of SEND provision and inclusion at Governing Body Meetings
Monitor the SEND National Budget and the impact it is having on the progress and attainment od learners
Work with SENDCO to produce an Annual Report to Governors
The review of SEND related policies.

What is our approach to teaching pupils with SEND?
Class Teacher
i) Class Teacher input through targeted classroom teaching (Quality First Teaching). All children in school should be
getting this as part of outstanding classroom practice. Most children with SEND receive targeted support which is
managed by the class teacher, in the context of a differentiated, inclusive curriculum. It is the class teacher’s
knowledge of each child’s skills and abilities and their appropriate match to the curriculum, which enables each
child full access to it.

For your child this would mean:










That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class
That all teaching builds on what your child already knows, can do and can understand
That different ways of teaching are in place, so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This may
involve things like using more practical learning or providing different resources adapted for your child.
That specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCO or other outside agencies) are in place to
support your child to access the learning
That groupings are used flexibly e.g. ability, mixed, independent
Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided that your child
has gaps in their understanding/ learning and needs some extra support to help them make the best possible
progress.
Early intervention so that the identified gaps can be filled and misconceptions addressed
Specific group work and / or intervention programmes which may be:
o Run in the classroom or a group room/ area.
o Run by a teacher or a teaching assistant (TA)

Specialist groups/interventions run by outside agencies, such as, Speech and Language Therapy
ii)

This means that a child has been identified by the SENDCO/class teacher as needing some extra specialist
support in the school from a professional outside the school





Local Authority services, such as the Advisory Teaching Service (ATS)
Health services such as occupational therapists, school nurse, speech and language therapists or
physiotherapists
Sensory support services such hearing or visual impairment specialist teachers
Outside agencies such as the Education Psychology Service
What could happen?:





You will be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist professional, e.g.
a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help you and the school to
understand your child’s particular needs better and be able to support them more effectively in school.
If appropriate, the specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make
recommendations as to the ways they are given support

Specified individual support
iii)

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are severe, complex and lifelong. This
is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means your child will have been
identified by professionals as needing a particularly high level of individual or small-group teaching.
This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome
through Quality First Teaching and intervention groups. Your child will also need specialist support in
school from a professional outside the school, which may include any of the agencies that are listed above.
For your child this would mean:


The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority Services carry out an Education, Health and Care
assessment of your child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of support that will be
provided for your child.











After the request has been made to the ‘Panel of Professionals’ (with a lot of information about your
child, including some from you), they will decide whether they think your child’s needs (as described in
the paperwork provided), seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case, they
will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your child’s needs. If
they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with the current support.
After the reports have all been sent in, the Panel of Professionals will decide if your child’s needs are
severe, complex and lifelong. If this is the case, they will write an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP).
If this is not the case, they will ask the school to continue with the current level of support and may also
set up a meeting in school to ensure a plan is in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as
possible.
The EHC Plan will outline the amount of funding the school will receive from the LA to support your child.
It will also outline how the support should be used, and what strategies must be put in place. It will also
have long- and short-term goals for your child.
An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run an individual
programme or run small groups that include your child. Other resources may also be secured through
funding but this is a collaborative decision involving education, health, social care parents and the child
where appropriate.
The whole process can take up to 20 weeks from the time you request an EHCP to the point at which the
plan is ready to begin.

How do we adapt the curriculum and learning environment?





Class teachers plan lessons according to specific needs of all groups of children in their class, and will ensure
that your child’s needs are met.
Trained support staff (under the guidance of class teacher) can adapt the teacher’s planning to support the
needs of your child where necessary.
Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child both individually and as part of a small
group.
Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet your child’s need.

How do we consult parents of pupils with SEND and involve them in their child’s education?









The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and to
share information about what is working well at home and school so similar strategies can be used.
The SENDCo is available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any other concern/worry you may
have (there is an ‘open door ‘policy).
For parents of SEND pupils there are extended Parent Consultations three times a year where My Plans are
discussed and reviewed.
Parents may be invited into school to discuss their child’s progress at any time and additional meetings are
setup as required or as requested by parents to discuss particular aspects of a child’s SEND.
As a school we actively encourage and expect parents to support their child’s learning and value the
contribution parents can make to the outcomes of pupils.
All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the person involved directly, or
where this is not possible, in a report.
A home/school diary book maybe used to support communication with you, when this has been agreed to be
useful for you and your child.
Pupils with an EHCP have an annual review of the plan. However, if necessary and needs have significantly
changed then this can happen sooner.

How do we consult with pupils with SEND and involve them in their education?




All children are encouraged to be active learners and are provided with effective feedback and support with
their learning. All children are expected to respond to the feedback.
Pupil voice is encouraged and supported in a variety of ways and always includes SEND pupils, for example
Pupil conferencing, work scrutiny, questionnaires
Outcomes set for SEND pupil as part of their My Plan/My Plan+ or EHCP will be discussed with pupils either in
a conversation with the pupil prior to the review meeting or through their attendance at the meeting (if age
appropriate).

How do we assess and review pupils’ progress towards their outcomes?















Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher and teaching objectives assessed using
the school tracking system
His/her progress is reviewed formally every term (6 times a year) and a judgement made in relation to their
overall attainment in reading, writing and maths. Terms 1, 3 and 5 are teacher assessed and terms 2, 4 and 6
are assessed using NREF tests
Pupil progress meetings are held with the Headteacher/SENDCo/Maths and English leads and class teacher
each term and progress and attainment of all pupils scrutinised
At the end of each key stage (Years 2 and 6) all children are required to be formally assessed using Standard
Assessment Tests (SATs). This is something that the government requires all schools to do and the results are
published nationally.
At the end of Year 1 (and again at the end of Year 2 if the standard has not been previously met) children are
required to undertake the Phonics Screening Test. This is something that the government requires all schools
to do and the results are published nationally
Children identified as requiring additional SEND support will have a My Plan or My Plan+ which identifies their
needs. These needs will be broken down into small outcomes which will be achieved in a given timescale,
alongside the support being provided. My Plans will be reviewed three times a year with parental involvement
and My Plan+ will be reviewed by the agreed date at the Team Around the Child (TAC) Meeting. New outcomes
will be set at these reviews.
The progress of children with an EHCP is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all the adults involved
with the child’s education present at the meeting
When specific interventions for support are put in place, these are monitored closely by both the class teacher
and the SENDCo to check that a child is making good progress. Where this is less than expected, provision will
be adapted or changed
Regular book looks, lesson observation, pupil conferencing and learning walks will be carried out by the senior
leadership team to ensure that the needs of all children are met and that the quality of teaching and learning
is good or better.

How do we support pupils moving between different phases of education?
We recognise that transition can be difficult for any child but especially so for those children with SEND, and take steps
to ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible.
If your child is joining us from another school or pre-school



The SENDCo and/or the EYFS class teacher will visit pre-schools and where appropriate attend annual review
meetings for pre-school children.
If your child would benefit from a book/passport to support them in understanding moving on, one will be
made for them with information about their current placement and their new school.




Where appropriate opportunities to visit to help your child prepare for their move will be arranged (over and
beyond the normal transition days).
The SENDCO will attended pre-school transition meetings organised by the Advisory Teacher Service.

If your child is moving from St. John’s C. of E. Academy to another setting:




We will contact the SENDCo at the new placement and ensure that he/she knows about any special
arrangements or support that needs to be made for your child
We will ensure that your child’s records are passed on to the new placement.(taking into account GDPR
regulations)
If possible the SENDCo will arrange to meet with the SENDCo of the receiving school.

When moving class:





Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and in most cases, a planning meeting will
take place with the new teacher. All My Plans and My Plan+s will be shared with the new teacher
If your child would be helped by a transition book to support them understand moving on then it will be made
for them
Your child may participate in a transition session or visit the new class. If it is felt that your child would be help
by more frequent visits to the new class then this will be arranged by the class teachers
The SENDCO will meet with class teachers to share any information to make transition as smooth as possible.

Preparation to for secondary transition:






The SENDCo/Year 6 teacher will liaise with the secondary school SENDCo to discuss specific needs of your child
Your child will participate in focused learning about aspects of transition to support their understanding of the
changes ahead
Your child will be invited to visit their new school (Taster Days) on several occasions and in some cases staff
from the new school will visit your child in this school. More sessions can be arranged if necessary
The SENDCO/Year 6 teacher will attended secondary transition meetings organised by the Advisory Teacher
Service
The secondary SENDCO will be invited to attend any SEND reviews within Year 6 and in particular any EHCP
annual reviews.

How do we support pupils with SEND to improve their emotional and social development?
We recognise that some children have extra emotional and social needs that require developing and nurturing. These
needs can present in a number of ways, including behavioural difficulties, anxiousness and communication difficulties.
All classes follow a structured PSHCE curriculum to support this development. However, for those children who find
aspects of this difficult we offer:




Social skills groups to develop emotional literacy, and the skills needed to initiate friendships and interact
socially with their peers. This may include the use of specific programmes e.g. Volcano in my Tummy, Language
for Thinking, SEAL, Pink Curriculum, Thrive
These programmes are delivered by teaching assistants and a qualified Thrive practitioner.

What expertise and training do our staff have to support pupils with SEND?
All teachers at St. John’s C. of E. Academy are teachers of pupils with SEND.
The SENDCo’s role is to support teachers in planning for the children with SEND to meet their needs.






The school provides training and support to enable all staff to improve the teaching and learning of all children,
including those with SEND.
Individual teachers and support staff may attend training courses run by outside agencies that are relevant to
the needs of specific children in their class, e.g. from the Advisory Teaching Service, DGAT, WGSP.
TAs receive a range of training as part of their own on-going CPD and to respond to the needs of the individual
children they are supporting.
TAs work under the guidance of class teachers.

How will we secure specialist expertise and how do we involve other organisations in meeting the needs of pupils
with SEND and supporting their families?
Within school:







The SENDCo has achieved the NASENCo qualification (National Award for Special Educational Needs
Coordination) and has over 15 years teaching experience
Quality First Teaching from class teachers that is monitored regularly by SLT through learning walks, work
scrutiny, pupil conferencing
The SENDCo attends termly ‘SENDCo Cluster Meetings’ funded by the L.A. organised to support SENDCos in
their work in school, affording an opportunity to discuss special educational needs issues, both nationally
and locally, with colleagues from other schools and disseminate information regarding current practice to
staff at St. John’s C. of E. Academy
The Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust also provide training for all SENDCos across the trust.
The SENDCo organises training on a needs basis and in response where possible to training needs identified
by staff

Outside agencies / professionals:
There are times when it is essential for children to be assessed by or to work with an outside professional. Referrals
are made by the school as needed, depending on the individual needs of the child. Some are centrally provided,
others are directly paid for by the school. The different services we use, some on a regular basis include:















Educational Psychology Service
Advisory Teaching Service
Thrive Online
Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)
Virtual Schools (Support for Looked After Children)
School Nursing Team
Occupational Therapy
CYPS (Children and Young Peoples Service)
Community Paediatrician
Families First
Early Help
Social Care
Teens in Crisis
Voluntary Sectors

Many of the above organisations will contribute to review meetings, including Team Around the Child (TAC)
meetings and will support in setting new outcomes for SEND pupils as needed, ensuring provision remains relevant.

How will we secure provision, resources and facilities to support pupils with SEND?
The school budget, received from the Education, Skills Funding Agency (ESFA), includes money for supporting
children with SEND.
The Headteacher, supported by the SENDCo, decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities, in consultation with the school governors on the basis of needs within the school.
The Headteacher and SENDCo have regular meetings to discuss all information they currently have about SEND in
school, including




Children already getting support
The children who might need extra support
The children identified as not making as much progress as would be expected through Quality First Teaching

Decisions made are under constant review to ensure that best provision is in place and resources are in place to
meet the individual needs of SEND pupils.
How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our SEND provision?







Monitoring of My Plans / My Plan + and % of outcomes achieved or partly achieved 3 x yearly
Use of intervention monitoring logs and provision mapping to analyse success of provision pre and post
intervention data
Monitoring by SENDCO and SLT – lesson observations, learning walks, book looks, pupil conferencing
Monitoring of test data and teacher assessment data for SEND pupils
Monitoring of interventions through built in assessment tools
Pupil progress and support meetings for pupils with SEND

How do we handle complaints from parents of children with SEND about provision made at the school?
It is in everyone’s interests for complaints to be resolved as quickly and at as low a level as possible. Pupils, staff and
parents are expected to listen carefully and respectfully to each other.
 Where an issue arises, parents should, in the first instance, make an appointment to speak with their
child’s class teacher and seek to resolve any concerns. The complainant needs to feel that they have been
listened to and that points raised have been addressed.
 If a parent believes that their concern has not been resolved to their satisfaction or is of a more serious or
sensitive nature, an appointment should be made to see the SENDCO.
 Where it is felt an issue has still not been satisfactorily resolved, the Headteacher will investigate further.
 If a parent still feels an issue has not been satisfactorily resolved, they must put their complaint in writing
to the Chair of Governors and the Governing Body will deal with the matter through their agreed complaint
resolution procedures
 In the unlikely event that the matter is still not resolved, the parent can then take the complaint to the
Local Authority
What support services are available to parents?
SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and Support Service) Gloucestershire
provides information, advice and support on matters relating to children and young people with SEND. The service is
offered to parents and carers of children and young people aged between 0 – 25 years.
SENDIASS provides free, confidential, impartial advice and helps parents play an active and informed role in their
child’s education. They can be contacted on 0800 158 3603 or by email at sendiass@gloucestershire.org.uk the
website address for further information is http://SENDiassglos.org.uk

Information about services available to all parents across Gloucestershire can be found at
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=1
Where can the Local Authority local offer be found? How have we contributed to it?
The SEND information included in this document is provided as part of the Local Authorities Local Offer.
Gloucestershire’s Local Offer can be found at:
http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/results.page?familychannel=2

