Highworth Combined School

Dear all
It’s been an eventful week! My sincere apologies to all those
experiencing considerable disruption following the closure of some
Year group ‘bubbles’. It is not what any of us would want to happen,
but to keep everyone safe, I have to follow the instructions of the
Department for Education and Public Health England. We have sent
communication about Remote Learning to all year groups involved. All
staff will continue to work at home or on site so please let us know if
you need support during this difficult time.
Thank you to all who took the time to attend Parent’s Evening
appointments this week; your involvement and support is much
appreciated. At school, we found the video call system worked well,
but I would love to know your views on how successful (or otherwise)
it was. Please feel free to catch up with me on the playground at the
beginning or end of the day with any feedback that you have.
Over the course of the last 2 weeks, Clare Dimishky, Deputy Head
Teacher, and I have met with each Class Teacher to hold our termly
Attainment Review Meetings. We look in detail at the progress of the
class and each pupil in order to agree next steps for effective teaching
and learning. We have been pleased to find that, contrary to the doom
and gloom about the impact of lockdown on children’s learning often
portrayed in the media, the vast majority of our pupils are making
pleasing progress with most back on track. This is due to a lot of hard
work from a lot people: all of you who supported your children during
lockdown with home learning; your children who have returned to
school with such enthusiasm, and the dedication and skill of all the
adults working in classes.
Some exciting news! Hot lunches are back on the menu at Highworth
Combined School. Thanks to the persistence of our school cook, Sue
Croft, Chartwells have come up with a new menu, including a hot
meal, which can be provided safely to children within their bubble. We
have sent the new menu and information about how to order by
Eschools and also put paper copies in book bags to come home
today. Our ability to continue to offer these hot meals is dependent on
how many meals are ordered. If possible, please do take advantage of
this new menu so that we can get back to serving well over 200 meals
each day.

New Inset Days for this academic year and the start of the next have
been agreed by the Governors. They are as follows:
Tuesday 5th January 2021 (this follows another Inset day, previously
advised, on Monday 4th January) with children returning to school for
the Spring Term on Wednesday 6th January
Thursday 1st April 2021 (this is just before the Easter Holiday) with the
Spring Term now ending for children on Wednesday 31st March
Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September 2021 (these follow an Inset
day, previously advised, on Monday 1st September) with children
returning to school for the Autumn Term on Monday 6th September
2021
All of these dates are shown on the calendar on the schools website.
Please find below some exciting news about a Young Carers award
achieved by the school and an Early Years newsletter.
As ever, my very best wishes to you and your families for a happy
weekend.
Clare Pankhania

We are very pleased to announce that we have been awarded with the
Young Carers Gold Award for the work that we do in school with our
Young Carers. Before school closure in March, we ran a club on a
regular basis for children across the school who are Young
Carers. We look forward to starting this club up again when Covid-19
restrictions are lifted. If you’d like to find out more information about
Young Carers, please have a look at their
website http://www.youngcarersbucks.org/ or phone the school to
speak to Mrs Day (Inclusion Deputy Headteacher).

