Dear all
In the spirit of Less is More, I will keep this brief.
A reminder that each Monday, your children will be able to watch a video of their teachers briefly
introducing the learning for the coming week. We are sorry for the problems with the links last
week. Instructions on where to find these lovely messages will be included in Mondays Remote
Learning messages from year groups.
We hope those children who ‘met’ their teachers on School Cloud had a lovely catch up. This week’s
sessions are shown below. Instructions for how to make an appointment are attached and copied
below. Please book appointments for the classes listed here from Friday 22nd January:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

1H: Tuesday between 1.30pm and 3pm
1HM: Tuesday between 1.30pm and 3pm
2C: Friday between 10am and 11.30am
2H: Tuesday between 10am and 11.30am
5K: Wednesday between 10am and 11.30am
5N: Wednesday between 10am and 11.30am
6K: Thursday between 10am and 11.30am
6S: Friday between 10am and 11.30am

Our on line parent workshop this week is on Maths. Further details are in the attached letter and
copied below.
You can now view our Warrior of the Week assembly for this week on the website. Please navigate
as follows: go to Highworth Combined School Website; click on the tab ‘Arrangements During
Pandemic’; click on ‘Video Messages’; click on ‘Friday Assemblies’; click the play button.
Alternatively, try this link: https://highworth.eschools.co.uk/web/video_messages/530886
Financial pressures for many are huge right now so please see some information below about
qualification for Free School Meals. This is also available on our website.
My very best wishes for the weekend
Clare Pankhania
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22nd January 2021
Supporting Maths Learning at Home
Workshop for parents of primary aged children
Dear Parents and Carers,
We would like to invite you to a maths zoom meeting/workshop next week. The meetings
aim to give parents further ideas on how to support your children with their maths at home.
There will be two sessions next week, and we hope you will be able to attend one:
Thursday 28th January 2021 at 6pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88521005450?pwd=a21xK3RPc2F0RnBTSis1Tld1dkI3dz09
Meeting ID: 885 2100 5450
Passcode: p0jNX7

or
Friday 29th January 2021 at 10am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88521005450?pwd=a21xK3RPc2F0RnBTSis1Tld1dkI3dz09
Meeting ID: 885 2100 5450
Passcode: p0jNX7

This meeting will count as one of the three lessons for Friday for all children
at Highworth. We understand that to attend this workshop, you will have
your children with you – this is fine! We would love to have you and your
child/children join this workshop event.

We very much look forward to seeing you.
Yours sincerely,
Becca Harris
Assistant Headteacher & Mathematics Lead

When joining the zoom call, please:





Try to be prompt
Mute your end
Have a pencil and paper ready
Type any questions you have into the chat box – questions will be
answered at the end of the workshop

Arrangements for families who currently qualify to receive Benefits Related Free School Meals




Vouchers are sent electronically
Vouchers are for the value of 1 week’s meals for each child; £15
Vouchers are sent at the beginning of each qualifying week
If you think that you now qualify for Benefits Related Free School Meals:

You may have heard of the Government scheme to support families by providing vouchers for those
children who receive Free School Meals. Understandably, this is causing confusion. All children from
Reception up to Year 2 receive what are called Universal Infant Free School Meals, regardless of the
financial circumstances of their family. However, vouchers are only being issued to those families
who qualify for Benefits Related Free School Meals. Buckinghamshire Council provide the school
with a list of children who qualify for this benefit and their families have been sent vouchers
accordingly.
I am very aware that many families who did not previously qualify for this benefit, sadly, now do. We
would like to start providing vouchers to more families as quickly as possible. If you think that you
now qualify for Benefits Related Free School Meals because of a change in your financial
circumstances, please urgently email office@highworthcombined.co.uk with the following
information:

Names of children who are pupils at our school
Full name of the main wage earner
Date of birth of main wage earner
National Insurance number of the main wage earner
We will use this information to check for eligibility. If you are eligible, your details will appear on our
database of qualifying families and you will start to receive vouchers. Please be aware that there is
time lag between you applying for additional benefits and us being notified that you are eligible.
I know that you are juggling a lot of demands right now, but the sooner we get this information the
sooner we can start the process.

