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ṍ Follows the National Curriculum

ṍ Year group objectives

ṍ Mastery implemented and embedded

What does mathematics look like at Charlestown?

With the aim of 

ensuring maths 

is enjoyable and 

accessible for all.



What is mastery?

A mathematical concept or skill has been mastered 

when a pupil can:

- represent it in multiple ways (breadth), 

- has the mathematical language to communicate 

related ideas (depth),

- can independently apply the concept to new 

problems in unfamiliar situations. 



Pupils are given time to fully understand, 

explore and apply ideas, rather than accelerate 

through new topics. 

How is mastery achieved?



ÊÙåéÙâ×Ù ãÚ èÙÕ×ÜÝâÛş

Concrete Pictorial Abstract

Concrete is the 

JØãÝâÛK çèÕÛÙ. 

During this stage, 

students use 

concrete objects to 

model problems. 

Pictorial is the 

JçÙÙÝâÛK çèÕÛÙ. 

Here, visual 

representations of 

concrete objects are 

used to model 

problems.

Abstract is the 

JçíáÖãàÝ×K çèÕÛÙ, 

where children 

use abstract 

symbols to model 

problems.
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ÊÙåéÙâ×Ù ãÚ àÙÕæâÝâÛ/áÕçèÙæÝâÛş

Fluency Reasoning Problem Solving 

Fluency refers to 

knowing key 

mathematical

facts and 

methods and 

recalling these 

efficiently.

Reasoning gives 

mathematics purpose, 

direction and depth. 

If a child can reason, 

they can justify, 

generalise, prove, 

explain and explore; in 

essence, they can 

make sense of 

mathematics .

Problem solving is the 

side of mathematics 

that enables us to 

apply the skills in a 

wide variety of 

situations. Problem 

solving gives students a 

context to help them 

make sense out of the 

mathematics they are 

learning.
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