
 

 

 

Year 5 Book List  

 

 

NEW! Kenzukeõs Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo  

 

I heard the wind above me in the sails. I remember thinking, this is silly, you 

haven't got your safety harness on, you haven't got your lifejacket on. You 

shouldn't be doing this ...I was in the cold of the sea before I could even open my 

mouth to scream.   

Washed up on an island in the Pacific, Michael struggles to survive on his own. 

With no food and no water, he curls up to die. When he wakes, there is a plate 

beside him of fish, of fruit, and a bowl of fresh water. He is not alone ...  

 

NEW! Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson  
 

Astrid has always done everything with her best friend Nicole. So when Astrid 

falls in love with roller derby and signs up for a summer camp, she's sure Nicole 

will be right by her side - until Nicole signs up for ballet camp ins tead, with 

Astrid's biggest rival. So begins the hardest summer of Astrid's life, as she 

struggles to stay on her skates, to learn who she is without Nicole . . . and to find 

out what it takes to be a strong, tough, awesome roller girl.  

 

NEW! El Deafo  by Cece Bell  

 

El Deafo is a funny, deeply honest graphic novel memoir for middle graders. It 

chronicles the author's hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent 

experiences with a powerful and very awkward hearing aid called the Phonic Ear. 

It gives he r the ability to hear -- sometimes things she shouldn't -- but also isolates 

her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, 

someone who appreciates her, Phonic Ear and all. Finally, she is able to harness 

the power of the Phon ic Ear and become El Deafo, Listener for All. And more 

importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the friend she's 

longed for.  

 

NEW! Hamish and the Neverpeople by Danny Wallace  

 

Nobody knows it yet, but the people of Earth are in big,  big trouble.  

Like - HUGE trouble. Oh, come on, where's your imagination? Double what you're 

thinking!  

And it's all got to do with a shadowy figure, an enormous tower, some sinister 

monsters, huge clankin g and thundering metal oddballs  and people who are j ust 

like youé but not like you at all. 

Luckily Hamish and the PDF are around to help save the day! Aren't they??  



 

 

 

NEW! Hamish and the Worldstoppers by Danny Wallace  

 

What would YOU do... if the whole world just stopped? Yes the WHOLE WORLD.  

Birds in the air. Planes in the sky. And every single person on the planet - except 

you! Well  that's what keeps happening to ten -year -old Hamish Ellerby.  I t's being 

caused by The WorldStoppers and their terrifying friends - The Terribles! They 

have a PLAN! They want to  take our world for their own . . . Oh, and they hate 

children. Especially if you're a child who knows about them. Hang on - You know 

now, don't you? Oh dear.  

Can Hamish save us from the WorldStoppers? Only time will tell!  

 

NEW! The War Next Door by Phil Earle  

 

Masher is the bully of Storey  Street. No one ever dares stand up to him and 

that's the way he likes it. But then Jemima and her family move into the plot of 

land next door. Jemima isn't afraid of him at all, and she's making him look like a 

bit of a wimp. To Masher, that just means on e thing: war. (At least until 

teatime...)  

 

NEW! Demolition Dad by Phil Earle  

 

This is the story of Jake Biggs and his dad, George. George spends all week 

knocking down buildings ... and all weekend knocking down wrestlers! He's the 

Demolition Man, and Jake couldn't be prouder. But when Jake hears about a pro -

wrestling competition in the USA, and persuades his beloved dad to apply, things 

don't qui te turn out the way he expected ... 

 

 

NEW! The Dreamsnatcher  by Abi Elphinstone  

 

Twelve-year -old Molly Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle of the forest, 

lured there by a recurring nightmare - the one with the drums and the rattles 

and the masks. The Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He has already taken her dreams 

and now he wants her life.  Moll is more import ant than she knowsé The Oracle 

Bones foretold that she and Gryff, a wildcat that has always been by her side, 

are the only ones who can fight back against the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. 

Suddenly everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn into a world full of secrets, 

magic and adventure.  



 

 

 

NEW! Wave me Goodbye by Jaqueline Wilson  

 

It is September, 1939. As the Second World War begins, ten -year -old Shirley is 

sent away on a train with her schoolmates. She doesnõt know where sheõs going or 

whatõs going to happen to her when she gets there. All she has been told is that 

sheõs going on ôa little holidayõ. Shirley is billeted in the country, with two boys 

from East End London, Kevin and Archie ð and their experiences living in the 

strange, half -empty Red House, with the mysterious and reclusive Mrs Waverl ey, 

will change their lives for ever. 

 

NEW! The Worldõs Worst Children by David Walliams  

 

Are you ready to meet the Worldõs Worst Children? Five beastly boys and five 

gruesome girls!  

Å Like Sofia Sofa ð a TV super-fan so stuck to the sofa that sheõs turning into 

one! 

Å Or Dribbling Drew ð a boy whose drool gets him into trouble on a school trip!  

Å And not forgetting Blubbering Bertha ð a girl who bawls and tells terrible tales!  

Also featuring a special appeara nce from fan -favourite Raj!  

 

NEW! Long Way Home by Michael Morpurgo  

 

Another summer. Another foster family. George has already made up his mind to 

run away, back to the childrenõs home. None of the previous families have wanted 

him. Why should the Dyers be any different? But George begins to feel at ease 

with Tom Dyer and h is sister Storme, even happy, and changes his mind. He could 

even feel at home with them ð couldnõt he? 

 

NEW! Grandpaõs Great Escape by David Walliams  

 

Jackõs Grandpaé 

¶ Wears his slippers to the supermarket  

¶ Serves up Spam à la Custard for dinner  

¶ Often doesnõt remember Jackõs name 

But he can still take to the skies in a speeding Spitfire and save the dayé 

 

NEW! Wayne Rooney: Captain of England by Matt and Tom Oldfield  

 

Wayne Rooney: Captain of England tells the action -packed story of one boy's 

journey from the streets of Croxteth to one of the biggest stages in world 

football. This heartwarming book tracks Rooney's fairytale rise from child 

superstar to Everton hero to M anchester United legend.  



 

 

 

NEW! Chris Froome:  Cycling for the Yellow Jersey by John Murray  

 

Growing up in Kenya, the young Chris Froome  loved cycling so much he built his 

own bike from spare parts so he could pound the roads in the blazing sunshine. 

This is the story of how Froome won the Tour de France, the hardest sporting 

te st of them all, not just once - but three times.  

 

NEW! The Football Boy Wonder by Martin Smith  

 

Charlie Fry is football mad. He sleeps wearing his teamõs full kit and dreams of 

scoring the winning goal in an FA Cup final. He plays football around the clock ð at 

the park, on the way to school, at lunchtimes and  even in his bedroom until his 

mum tells him off. However,  Charlie has a problem: he canõt run very far. He has 

plenty of skill but his poorly lung s stop him from sprinting. A s an 11-year -old 

planning to become the Golden Boot winner at the next World Cup,  thatõs a bit of 

an issue. Then one day a freak accident presents Charlie with a unique goal -

scoring gift ð it means he canõt miss. Can Charlie convince his local team Hall Park 

to give him the chance and use his new found skill to deadly effect?  

 

NEW! The Boy Called Christmas by Matt Haig  

 

You are about to read  

THE TRUE STORY OF FATHER CHRISTMAS  

If you are one of those people who believe that some things are impossible, you 
should put this book down right away.  

(Because this book is FULL of impossible  things.)  

Are you still reading?  

Good. 

Then let us begin...  

 

NEW! Cosmic by Frank Cottrell - Boyce 

 

Liam is too big for his boots. And his football strip. And his school blazer. But 

being super -sized height -wise has its advantages: he's the only eleven-year -old to 

ever ride the G -force -defying Cosmic rollercoaster - or to be offered the chance 

to drive a Porsche. Long -legged Liam makes a giant leap for boy -kind by competing 

with a group of adults for the chance to go into space. Is Liam the best b oy for 

the job? Sometimes being big isn't all about being a grown -up. 



 

 

 

NEW! Noah Barleywater runs away  by John Boyne  

Noah is running away from his problems the day he takes the untrodden path 

through the forest - or at least that's what he thinks. When he comes across a 

very unusual toyshop and meets the even more unusual toymaker, he' s not sure 

what to expect. T he toymaker has a story to tell, a story full of adventure, 

wonder and broken promises. In this book, Noah travels with him on a journey 

that wi ll change his life forever.  

 

NEW! If You Find This by Matthew Baker  

Three boys, two grandpas, a tree, a map and some hidden treasure... Let the 

adventure begin. Eleven -year -old Nicholas Funes  knows he's weird. He plays the 

violin far too well to be cool, he collects square roots and prime numbers and, 

weirdest of all, he talks to a tree who he believes is his brother. Plus, he doesn't 

have all that many friends. But even he is about to struggl e with how strange his 

life is about to get. His long -lost and never -spoken-about Grandfather Rose turns 

up on Nicholas's doorstep one day, fresh out of a lifetime's prison sentence and 

suffering from dementia.  

 

NEW! The Lost Hero (1) by Rick Riordan  

 

When Jason, Piper and Leo crash land at Camp Half -Blood, they have no idea what 

to expect. Apparently this is the only safe place for children of the Greek Gods - 

despite the monsters roaming the woods and demigods practising archery with 

flaming arrows an d explosives. But rumours of a terrible curse - and a missing 

hero - are flying around camp. It seems Jason, Piper and Leo are the chosen ones 

to embark on a terrifying new quest, which they must complete by the winter 

solstice. In just four days time. Can  the trio succeed on this deadly mission - and 

what must they sacrifice in order to survive?  

 

NEW! The Son of Neptune (2) by Rick Riordan  

 

Percy Jackson, son of Poseidon, God of the Sea, has woken from a very deep sleep 

and come face to face with two snake-haired ladies who refuse to die.  They're 

the least of his problems though when  Percy finds him self at a camp for half -

bloods. Percy is completely lost and confused; t here's just one name he 

remembers from his past - Annabeth.  Only one thing is certai n - Percy's questing 

days aren't over. He and fellow demigods Frank and Hazel must face the most 

important quest of all: the Prophecy of Seven.  If they fail, it's not just their 

camp at risk. Percy's old life, the gods, and the ent ire world might be destro yed! 

 



 

 

 

NEW! Scarlet and Ivy (1): The Lost Twin by Sophie Cleverly  

 

A spine-tingling mystery set in a creepily atmospheric boarding school. Ivy must 

uncover the secrets behind her twin sister Scarletõs disappearance before itõs 

too late.  When troublesome Scarlet mysteriously disappears from Rookwood 

School, terrifying Miss Fox invites her quiet twin sister Ivy to ôtake her placeõ. 

Ivy reluctantly agrees in the hopes of finding out what happened to her missing 

sister. For only at Rookwood will Ivy be able t o unlock the secrets of Scarletõs 

disappearance, through a scattered trail of diary pages carefully hidden all over 

the school.  

 

NEW! Scarlet and Ivy (2): The Whispers in the Walls by Sophie Cleverly  

 

Scarlet and Ivy return to Rookwood School ð in their second spine-tingling 

mystery adventure! T he twins have been reunited, but are definitely not out of 

dangeré Evil Miss Fox may have fled the scene, but headmaster Mr Bartholomew 

is back, imposing a reign of terror with his threats of epic punishments shoul d 

any of the pupils step out of line.  When possessions and food start going missing, 

and the finger of suspicion is pointed firmly at troublemaking Scarlet, she knows 

she must uncover the truth to clear her name. The twinsõ investigations through 

the schoo l in the dead of night reveal a secre t hidden deep within the walls - a 

terrible crime committed many years past, and a very real threat to their 

presenté 

 

NEW! The Everything Machine by Ally Kennen  

 

Eleven-year -old Olly has a very special delivery - a 3D printing machine, stamped 

with PROPERTY OF M.O.D and BRITISH SPACE AGENCY. WARNING. DO NOT 

TAMPER, which has magical powers... It has a name, it speaks, and it can print 

ANYTHING Olly asks it to - a never-ending supply of sweets, a swimming pool in 

the shed - but what Olly really wants is... his dad, who has separated from his 

mum and moved out of the family home. Cue the creation of Dad -Bot - he looks 

just like Dad (on a good day) but is totally chaotic - and his antics tip Olly and co 

into a heart -raci ng and heart -warming adventure!  

 

NEW! Thunderstruck by Ali Sparkes  

 

Surviving a lightning strike makes Theo and Alisha see life differently. It also 

makes them notice Doug and Lizzie. Struck by lightning under that same tree on 

the common in 1975, the two teenagers have been hanging out there ever since.  

Doug and Lizzie are funny, clever, brave - and quite happy about making friends 

with a pair of ten -year -olds. OK, fair point, they are dead, and Doug's trousers 

are worryingly flared. But you can't have everything. However,  something sinister 

is going on at school - althou gh only Theo and Alisha seem to be able to see it. 

What can it mean when ragged faceless entities keep staring in through the 

windows? Not all ghosts are friendly like Doug and Lizzie . . . but are these 

phantoms really the harbingers of doom for all the k ids at Beechwood Junior?  



 

 

 

NEW! Wild Boy (1) by Rob Lloyd Jones  

 

BEHOLD THE  SAVAGE SPECTACLE OF THE WILD BOY! London, 1841. A boy 

covered in hair, raised as a monster, condemned to life in a travelling freak show. 

A boy with an extraordinary power of observation and detection. A boy accused 

of murder; on the run; hungry for the truth. Behold the savage spectacle of Wild 

Boy. Ladies and Gentlemen, take your seats. The show is about to begin!  

 

NEW! Wild Boy and the Black Terror (2 ) by Rob Lloyd Jones  

 

A new sensation grips London ð a poisoner who strikes without a trace, leaving 

victims mad with terror ... and then dead. Is there a cure for the black terror ? 

To find out, Wild Boy and Clarissa must catch the killer. Their hunt will lead them 

from the cit y's vilest slums to its grandest palaces, and to a darkness at the 

heart of its very highest society.  

 

The Incredible Adve ntures of Professor Branestawm by  Norman Hunter  

The wonderfully nutty, fabulously entertaining mishaps of Professor Branestawm . 

He's madly sane and cleverly dotty. Professor Branestawm is the most absent -

minded inventor you'll ever meet and no matter how hard he tries his brilliant 

ideas never seem to keep him out of crazy scrapes.  

 

The War of Jenkinõs Ear by Michael Morpurgo  

 

Toby Jenkins, a quiet, homesick boy, always hates going b ack to his boarding 

school at the start of term. This term he forms a friendship with a new boy, 

Simon Christopher,  who confides a great secret in him.  

 

The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks 

 

For Omri, it is a dream come true when the plastic Americ an Indian he locks into 

the old cupboard comes to life. Little Bull is everything an Indian brave should be 

--  proud, fearless and defiant. But being in charge of a real, live, human being is a 

heavy responsibility, as Omri soon discovers.  

 

The Falconõs Malteser by Anthony Horowitz  

 

When a dwarf comes into the office and leaves a pa ckage, Tim Diamond, the 

world's worst private dick, is faced with his toughest case yet. The office is 

ransacked and the  package is found to contain simply a box of Maltesers. Who 

was the dwarf and why  was he murdered shortly after his visit?  



 

 

 

Toad Rage  by Morris Gleitzman  

 

Limpy, a slightly squashed cane toad, is struggling to get to grips with the idea 

that humans really hate him and his kind, and refuses to bow down to the popular 

cane toad "that's life" philosophy that has led to the severe flattening of far too 

many of his uncles.  So, he decides to take things into his own hands and embarks 

on a journey ac ross Australia in the hope that he can change the minds of the 

whole human race. 

 

Alex Rider Stormbreaker  by Anthony Horowitz  

 

When his guardian dies in suspicious circumstances, fourteen -year -old Alex Rider 

finds his world turned upside down. Forcibly recruited into MI6, Alex has to take 

part in gruelling SAS training exercises. Then, armed with his own special set of 

secret gadg ets, he's off on his first mission to Cornwall, where Middle -Eastern 

multi -billionaire Herod Sayle is producing his state -of -the -art Stormbreaker 

computers. Sayle has offered to give one free to every school in the country - 

but there's more to the gift th an meets the eye.  

 

The Chronicles of Narnia -  The Lion, the witch and the Wardrobe. By C. S. 

Lewis 

 

A group of children across multiple generations repeatedl y travel to a fantastical 

world in which they are far more than mere children.  

 

Artemis Fowl  by Eoin Colfer  

 

Twelve-year -old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the most ingenious criminal mastermind in  

history. His bold and daring plan is to hold a leprechau n to ransom. But he's taking 

on more than he bargained for when he kidnaps Captain Holly Short of the 

LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police Reconnaissance Unit).  

 

The Bad Beginning (Series of Unfortunate Events) by Lemony Snicket  

 

There is nothing to be found in the pages of these books but misery and despair. 

You still have time to choose something else to read. But if you must know what 

unpleasantries befall the charming and clever Baudelaire children read on...The 

three youngster s encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 

disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune and cold porridge for breakfast. 

Then again, why trouble yourself with the unfortunate resolutions?  

 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken  

 

It's 19th -century England during the reign of King James II, but it's not the 

England we know from the history books. This country is overrun with wolves that 

roam the forests,  providing the perfect setting for a witty and dramatic story 

spanning the whole country,  from the frozen North to the city of London, and 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/reader/1405249536/ref=sib_dp_pt#reader-link


 

 

peopled with all manner of evil  governesses and ancient aunts.  

 

The Silver Sword  by Ian Serrallier  

 

The night the Nazis come to take their  mother away, three children escape in a  

terrifying scramble across the rooftops. Alone in the chaos of Warsaw , they have 

to learn to survive on their own  

 

The Saga of Erik the Viking  by Terry Jones  

 

This is the tale of a Viking warrior by the name of Erik. But Erik is no ordinary 

Viking. With his trusty band of men he sets sail in search of the land where the 

sun goes at night &  dash; but he finds much more! The Sea Dragon, Dogfighters 

and giants combine to make his voyage a great saga of thrilling adventures.  

 

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson   

 

Maia, accompanied by the straight -backed Miss Minton, leaves the familiar 

comforts of her boarding school to start a new life with distant relatives who live 

1000 miles from  the mouth of the Amazon. Both soon discover an exotic world 

bursting with new  experiences beyond their imagination.  

 

Unbelievable Short Stories  by Paul Jennings  

  

Believe it or not: a kid can grow younger; birds can bur y you; ghosts have exams; 

there are eyes in the milk.  A collection of funny and unbelievable short stories.  

 

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo  

 

Joey, a young farm horse, is sold to the army and thrust i nto the midst of the 

war on the Western Front. With his  officer, he charges towards the enemy, 

witnessing the horror of  the frontline. But even in the desolation of the 

trenches, Joey's courage touches the  soldiers around him.  

 

The Time and Space of Uncle Albert by Russell Stannard  

 

Book One in the bestselling ôUncle Albert õ science/adv enture series. Famous 

scientist Uncle Albert and his niece Gedanken enter the dangerous and unknown 

world of a  thought bubble. Their mission: to unlock the deep mysteries of Time 

and Space . . . 



 

 

 

Minnow on the Say  by Philippa Pearce  

 

It's a great discovery. Right there, at the bottom of the gar den, bobbing on the 

river, is a canoe. The Minnow. David can't help wishing he could keep her . . . The 

Minnow leads him to Adam, and an extraordinary summer  begins. Armed with a 

mysterious, ancient  clue, the two boys set out along the river by boat. They're 

determined to find the  legendary lost treasure but they are not the only people 

looking for ité 

 

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster  

 

When Milo finds  an enormous package in his bedroom, he's delighted to have  

something to relieve his boredom with school. And whe n he opens it to find --  as 

the label states --  One Genuine Turnpike Tollbooth, he gets right into his pedal 

car and sets  off through the Tollb ooth and away on a magical journey!  

 

The Box of Delights by John Masefield  

 

A magical old man has asked Kay to protect the Box of Delights, a Box with w hich 

he can travel through time. But Kay is in danger: Abner Brown will stop at nothing 

to get  his hands on it. The police don õt believe Kay, so when his family and the 

Bishop are scrobbled up just before Christmas, he knows he must act alone é 

 

Thief by Malorie Blackman  

 

You're the new girl in school. You're just trying to fit in - and it's not working.  

Then someone accuses you of theft, and you think things can't get any worse. 

Until you get caught in a freak storm . . .  

The next thing you know, you're in the future. Bei ng shot at for being out after 

curfew. You don't even recognise your hometown.  

And you're heading for a confrontation from your worst nightmare.  

What if you could change the past to save the future?   

 

The Reptile Room (A Series of Unfortunate Events No. 2) by Lemony Snicket  

 

The Baudelaire siblings suffer all sorts of misfortunes in this, the second book of 

their adventures.  

 

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban  by JK Rowling  

 

When Harry and his best friends go back for their third year at Hogwarts, the 

atmosphere is tense. There's an escaped mass -murderer on the loose and the 

sinister prison guards of Azkaban have been called in to guard the school. 

Lessons, however, must go on and there are lots of new subjects in third year - 

Care of Magical Creatures and Divination among others - to take Harry's mind off 

things.  


