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Benfield School

Year 7 Literacy Catch-Up Funding Review

Deployment of funding 2017-18 academic year

Literacy and numeracy catch-up funding provides schools with an additional £500 for each pupil who did not achieve at least level 4 equivalent in English reading and/or mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2. Benfield School received £21,109 towards catch-up in the academic year 2017-18.

How is this funding utilised within Benfield School?

· Salary of Literacy co-ordinator
· Purchasing of literacy based resources
· Purchasing of ICT based literacy software and assessment packages

Accelerated Reader can provide data in variety of ways. For example, it can inform:
· How many books a child has read and understood
· How many words they have read
· What level those books were at
· An approximation of how much time they spend reading a day
· What their reading age is
·  What level of books they should be reading
· How many months they have gained or lost from the start of the year and the end of the year, or from the start and end of a term 

This information can be reported by class or by year group.  Reading ages are calculated via by a multiple choice STAR reading test. It should be noted that these tests are not completely accurate and there are always anomalous results with every cohort. Testing them at the start and end of each term helps to give a more accurate picture, but there are still significant anomalies. 
 
What was the impact of the funding?


Year 7

	[bookmark: _GoBack]In September 2017, no of pupils whose reading age was not within 18 months of the age of 11
	
72

	By July 2018, no of pupils whose reading age was not within 18 months of the age of 11
	
58

	Average reading age in July 2018 10 years 6 months
	10 years 6 months

	Average progress for all pupils

	+5 months

	Average progress for those within 18 months +5 months
	+5 months



Year 8

	In September 2017, no of pupils whose reading age was not within 18 months of the age of 11
	
55

	By July 2018, no of pupils whose reading age was not within 18 months of the age of 11
	
45

	Average reading age in July 2018 10 years 6 months
	10 years 11 months


	Average progress for all pupils

	+8 months

	Average progress for those within 18 months 
	+9 months




Which additional strategies were implemented? 

1.       Reading Club took place in the library twice a week from 8.40-9.05. Year 7 pupils whose reading ages were between 7.6-9.6, and some who were recommended by teachers, came and read to a year 11 or sixth form mentor. 
2.       Every year 7 and 8 class within the school had a reading lesson once per week. The class teacher was responsible for monitoring the reading of their class, using Accelerated Reader. Data was generated and shared and key literacy intervention staff also supported individual pupils who had not been present for assessments.
3.       Key literacy staff organised whole school competitions, certificates and awards throughout the year, designed to support literacy and reading.
4.       The Literacy co-ordinator delivered literacy intervention twice a week as Raise lessons to whole classes, including identified groups within Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9. Raise was also delivered to other groups by wider staff as part of a whole school approach.
5.        A key member of literacy staff oversaw a small English nurture group in Year 7 and for Year the first term of Year 8.
6.        Key staff delivered EAL literacy based support. A small number of EAL pupils also took part in the Lexia scheme during morning registration period. 





What are the next steps in 2018-19?
1.       Reading Club will continue to take place with LSA support.
2.       Key literacy staff will concurrently run a Reciprocal Reading session using Year 11     
          mentors aimed at pupils who struggle with comprehension.
3.        Benfield School is encouraging greater home involvement with a reading expectation sheet and access for parents/caregivers using Accelerated Reader Home Connect.
4.        All class teachers will continue to monitor class reading, now using a standard reading log.
5.        A key literacy member of staff will give all pupils an individualised points target every half term, which will be rewarded by class teachers with P2-P5 within the whole school rewards system.
6.       Key members of literacy staff will deliver literacy intervention to small withdrawal groups throughout the year.
8.       A key member of literacy staff will have a small English nurture group in Year 7, 8 and 9; following the ReadWriteInc Fresh Start programme with Year 7. 
9.      We have invested in the Bedrock vocabulary programme for all                
         Pupils which should have a noticeable impact on their reading abilities. 
 



 


image1.jpeg




