St Day and Carharrack Primary School
Remote Learning Policy – October 2020
Review: Ongoing
As we continue on the journey of remote learning, it’s important to remember the big picture of
‘connecting to learn, learning to connect’ (Harris And Jones 2012)
This remote learning policy has been written as guidance for staff and parents during the COVID-19
pandemic. It outlines the systems staff will use to keep the learning experience going in a safe and
manageable way if children are unable to access their learning at school.
Rachel Barron is the lead teacher taking responsibility for remote learning supported by Susannah
Storey, Head teacher, and Laura Vallance, Deputy Head teacher. All teaching staff have responsibility
and oversight for the remote learning of their class.
This policy has been constructed taking the following into account:






Feedback from families about what worked well during the time of enforced school closure and what
was a challenge (obtained via a parent survey – July 2020)
Feedback from teaching staff about continuing the learning experience during enforced school
closure
Training opportunities which have been undertaken in relation to best practice online learning. All
teaching staff have attended the Department for Education’s online webinar 6.10.2020 and Rachel
Barron has attended a number of training opportunities relevant to this policies’ content
Recommendations from the Education Endowment Foundation’s ‘Best evidence on supporting
students to learn remotely’ rapid evidence assessment. The EEF suggests that ensuring the elements
of effective teaching are present – for example clear explanations, scaffolding and feedback – is more
important than how or when they are provided.
Links to other policies:







Online safety
Acceptable Use Agreements
Safeguarding
GDPR
Positive Behaviour Management Policy
Accessibility and Inclusivity – how are we ensuring that all children can access learning?
In the event of school closure or COVID-19 related absence from school, we know that keeping
learning going whilst at home will reduce the negative impact on children’s education. However, we
are mindful that the circumstances of each family during this time are different and school will
support this with flexibility and adaptability.
From parent voice undertaken at the end of July 2020, we know that access to fully-functioning
technology including internet/data use is a barrier which prevents effective home learning from
taking place. We know that many families need to share devices. We know that some parents need

to work from home and therefore find it challenging to support their child with their learning. We
know that for some families, it is difficult to access a quiet space where learning can take place. We
know that for some families, engaging their child in learning at home has resulted in an increase in
behavioural and emotional challenges.
School are determined to respond to these barriers in the most supportive way; consequently, we
are providing a flexible approach to remote learning. We aim to ensure that all children have access
to learning in the manner which is most suited to their family’s circumstances and which can be
completed independently as much as possible. We aim to ensure that all children are provided with
learning which is meaningful to them and their individual learning journey. This may mean that
additional resources, sign-posting or support are provided. This will become even more important
for children who have Special Educational Needs.
We know that where access to technology is a barrier to learning, school will provide printed packs
of learning for children to complete at home. These will be made available in the safest way possible.
In English, where possible we will try to use a shared stimulus for writing so that families with more
than one child can work and discuss ideas together. Different year groups will have different links
to activities based around this stimulus. Different year groups will have writing activities linked to
their class topic and text, the results of these activities can be shared on google classroom.
Pedagogy and Metacognition – what will the children be learning remotely, and how will they
do it?
Class teachers will provide learning opportunities which:










Aligns with the long-term curriculum plans as much as possible
Require children to retrieve knowledge
Build on learning which has happened before
Prioritises essential new learning content as the foundations which children need to know in order
to continue making progress – teachers will consider the impact costs of the learning they can and
cannot provide
Encourage children to access a wide range of skills – not all learning will be online based
Aim to engage the children; we want children to continue to be excited and motivated about
learning
As much as possible are matched to the children’s ability
Enables children to continue from home with the same learning as their peers, preventing future
gaps in their learning.
Children will be guided to develop the metacognition skills needed to organise their own learning
and become as independent as possible. This will happen through:





Teachers providing clear instructions on how to access the learning, for example, in which order they
need to complete the tasks – Children have already experienced Information Technology (IT)
sessions using Google Classroom. Instructions for parents to support use of Google Classroom have
also been provided.
Teachers providing clear explanations on what children need to access the learning, for example,
ruler, pencil, paper etc.




Teachers providing learning in formats which are familiar to the children to promote independence
Where possible, teachers providing feedback about the completed learning they have received in
order to support children moving on with their next piece of learning
Engagement in learning – how will the children undertake their learning?
Remote educational provision for individuals who are self-isolating or shielding
In cases where individual children are confirmed as needing to self-isolate or shield, teachers will
provide learning activities via email and/or the platform ‘Google Classrooms’. This will be in line with
what their peers are completing in school while remaining manageable for staff on top of their usual
workload. Teachers will attempt to offer personalised learning in the event of there being a Special
Educational Need.
A pack of learning will be uploaded to the individual’s Google Classroom account, or will be printed
or emailed where needed. The learning will be able to be completed in any order and at a time which
suits the family. A structured timetable for the day supports many families, we understand that this
may not always be possible.
Teachers will draw upon the existing materials such as ‘Oak National Academy’
(https://www.thenational.academy/) and BBC bitesize (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize). Teachers
will also direct children to access their Timetables Rockstars accounts (https://ttrockstars.com/).
We appreciate that some families won’t be able to engage with the learning provided so we
recommend that families focus on key priorities such as:






Reading daily + RWI phonics
Mastering times tables daily
Handwriting practice using the cursive style daily
Spelling practice (Lists can be found in learning packs or on class page on the website)
Teachers will endeavour to view, celebrate and offer feedback to the child whilst balancing workload
inside of school.
Remote educational provision for whole classes self-isolating
In the event of a larger group (whole class, Key Stage or whole school) needing to self-isolate,
teachers will provide a timetable of learning to complete across a week. This learning will contain
tasks and links to follow and can be undertaken in a manner that suits the child and family – at any
time across the week. Teachers will advise families on how best to undertake the learning with clear
explanations given to the children.
Teachers will upload the weekly learning to the Google Classroom accounts and from there will
regularly check in to offer feedback on learning which has been ‘turned in’. Should any ‘live’ events
take place, teachers will alert families to this.
As much as possible, teachers will set learning which is non-screen based and encourages wider
development of knowledge and skills across the curriculum, for example, continuing to meet physical
and emotional needs.

The Google Classroom platform also enables learning to be celebrated and for children to
communicate with each other about their learning. The ‘chat’ function of this platform will be
supervised and guided by the teacher; we recognise that sensible, appropriate use of this facility
enables children to keep in contact with each other throughout this time.
As undertaken during previous school closure, there will be scheduled opportunities for an online
‘google classrooms meeting’ in order that the children have the chance to interact and see each
other. These calls will only ever be arranged by the class teacher and will not be lessons, but a chance
to have a safe and structured ‘meet up’. If a parent has already given permission for their child to
participate in online zoom calls, this permission will carry over. Should a parent need to withdraw
permission for this, parents will be given the option to do this prior to the scheduled meeting.
Expectations – what does school expect at this time?
We recognise at this time, there is a joint responsibility between home and school for a child’s
learning; school want to support families to navigate what is a tricky time for everyone. School expect
families to keep each other safe and prioritise safeguarding and well-being. School will endeavour
to ensure learning opportunities are available, accessible and inclusive in order that learning at home
can take place.
For ‘live events’ and/or ‘Google Classroom calls’ to be successful and safe:


An appropriate adult must remain in the same room as the child during video or conference
calls to monitor and ensure they are safe and using it appropriately. This will also give us a
chance to talk with you if we need to.



Children must take part in the meet up in a suitable communal environment (not a bedroom)
and be appropriately dressed (uniform isn’t necessary, but they should be fully dressed in
clothing that covers top and bottom half of the body).



All members of the household must be aware that the meeting is taking place and make sure
they are also suitably dressed and use appropriate language and behaviour when nearby or in
the background.



Screenshots, photos or recordings of meetings must not be made and the links must not be
shared with others.
We will ensure that:
• No staff member will contact you or your child using ‘live meets’ outside of any pre-arranged

meetings.
• Teachers will ensure appropriate security settings are in place for the meeting. They will

ensure that access is only granted to the expected, registered users, that were invited through
the Google Classroom Calendar or via a direct link. Default settings will be set to invite only
from teachers.
• Teachers and any other adults on the call (or in the background) will use appropriate

language / behaviour throughout the call.
• Staff are aware of amount of safe screen time and set non screen learning.

• Virtual staff meetings take place to review the effectiveness of our approach to remote learning,

sharing successes and areas for development eg assessment and feedback strategies.
• We monitor numbers of pupils accessing lessons and tasks; follow up any absences.
• All contact between staff and pupils/families will only be authorised through the school email or

Google Classroom page, not through personal email accounts or social media platforms.
The following websites offer useful support:


Childline - for support, help and advice about a wide range of issues



UK Safer Internet Centre - to report and remove harmful online content



CEOP - for advice on making a report about online abuse
In addition, the following sites are an excellent source of advice and information:



Internet matters - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online
If parents have any safeguarding concerns that need discussing, they can contact us via
the school office: secretary@st-day.cornwall.sch.uk and one of our Safeguarding Leads
(Susannah Story or Laura Vallance) will get in touch.
London Grid for Learning - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe
online



Net-aware - for support for parents and careers from the NSPCC



Parent info - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online



Thinkuknow - for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online



UK Safer Internet Centre - advice for parents and carers



Remote Learning for Parents 10 TOP TIPS – see poster below

