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CURRICULUM POLICY
Policy statement
We believe all pupils are entitled to a curriculum which contributes to a well-balanced education, developing the abilities and life skills of individual pupils so that they may take a valuable, positive and active place in society. The entitlement is for each pupil, regardless of age, gender, race, religion or disability.
This policy should be read in conjunction with the school’s Strategic Aims, the school’s policies on Equal Opportunities, Teaching and Learning, and Inclusion and the school’s long-term curriculum plan.
Aims and Expectations
The aim of this policy is to provide a framework which, when adhered to, will:
· enable all children to have a learning experience in school which is fun, enjoyable and enriching;
· enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their ability. This includes the provision and opportunities to extend more able children;
· promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to school and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning;
· teach children the basic skills in the core areas of learning in accordance with the National Curriculum;
· enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking and appreciate creativity in others;
· enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be able to live and work co-operatively with others;
· enable children to value, recognise and respect similarities and differences, so that they can make a positive contribution to society and live cooperatively with others.
Our expectation is that all staff will ensure that pupils receive a curriculum which is:
· broad;
· balanced;
· coherent;
· relevant.
Achieving our aims and expectations
In order to achieve our aims and expectations the school will:
· ensure that over the academic year each child has the opportunity to experience the full range of National Curriculum subjects, with curricular links made wherever possible and appropriate;
· ensure that recent national and local government developments / initiatives and models of best practice in education are implemented or referred to;
· effect a culture of continual improvement by working alongside other schools in the local area;
· ensure that a long-term plan is agreed for all year groups across all subject areas which is regularly reviewed and updated.
Evaluation
The effectiveness of this policy will be monitored through regular evaluation activities. This policy will be considered effective when:
· lesson observation and pupil interviews evidence that a wide variety of subject areas are being taught and that children are developing an enjoyment of learning;
· lesson plans and work scrutiny indicate that the school’s long-term subject plans are being followed;
· pupils are making expected personal progress across all areas of the curriculum.
                           COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE CURRICULUM
Purpose
The aims of the school emphasise that the curriculum should meet the needs of each pupil. Where parents consider that this is not the case they have the right to make a complaint to the Chair of Governors. The governing body will consult with the headteacher on how to resolve the complaint.
Relationship to other policies
This policy should be read in conjunction with the policies on the school curriculum, collective worship and assessment, recording and reporting, and the general complaints policy and procedures.
Roles and responsibilities of headteacher, staff and governors
The headteacher will:
•    take all complaints seriously and deal with them sensitively;
•    request that the complaint is put in writing so that it can be investigated;
•    respond to the complaint personally or delegate it to an experienced member of the management team;
•    involve other members of staff as appropriate;
•    where necessary, explain the legal position with regard to the National Curriculum, and the scope available to the school to make changes;
•    advise the complainant of their right to pursue the matter with the governing body;
· ensure the governing body is advised of any complaints and provided with guidance to assist the  decision-making process.
The governing body will ensure that a Complaints Committee consisting of three governors is established with delegated responsibility to hear complaints, advise the head on the action/decision required, and write to the complainant within two weeks, explaining the action taken. If the complaint is not upheld, it will inform the complainant of their right to appeal to the LEA.
Arrangements for monitoring and evaluation
The governing body will receive a termly report (three times a year) from the Complaints Committee indicating the number and nature of complaints, the recommended action or decision taken and the outcomes of those decisions.
ART AND DESIGN POLICY
Introduction
At Mill Lane Community School and Windmill Community Nursery, we believe that teaching and learning in art and design should engage, inspire and challenge pupils and equip them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works. As children progress in our school, they should be able to think critically and develop an understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.
Aims and Objectives
We aim to ensure all children:
· produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences ;
· become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques;
· evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design;
· know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.
Teaching and  Learning
The Foundation Stage
The different aspects of the arts are encompassed within the Expressive Arts and Design area of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Elements can also be found in other areas of learning (Physical development, Literacy and Mathematics). This curriculum lends itself to an integrated approach to learning. Nursery and Reception teachers plan quality learning opportunities for art using the Early Years Curriculum. There is an emphasis on independence and self-initiated learning, which enables foundation stage children to freely explore resources and pursue their own creative interests and talents in addition to the planned learning experiences. The EYFS curriculum provides a bridge to the National Curriculum for Years 1-6 and so ensures continuity and progression throughout the school.
(Appendix 1- Foundation Stage Areas of Development that support/link to the
teaching of Art).
Key Stages 1 and 2
The framework for our planning is a ‘Creative Curriculum’. Staff use a variety of teaching and learning styles in art lessons relating to the theme and children’s abilities and experience. Activities are planned for the new National Curriculum 2014 using the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum as guidance and relate to a variety of cross-curricular links.  (See Appendix 2 - Milestones for KS1 and 2).
KS1
Our planning ensures children are taught:
· to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products;
· to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination;
· to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space;
· about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.
KS2
Pupils are taught to:
· develop their techniques, including their control and use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design;
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas;
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay;
· about great artists, architects and designers in history;
Teachers are responsible for the relevant provision in their own classes and individually develop MTP plans which give details of learning objectives, linked to the milestones.
Special Educational Needs
Differentiation: The teaching of art and design needs to take into account the varied abilities, attitudes and individual needs of the children. Art lessons can be differentiated by outcome. However, if a skill or activity is deemed inappropriate for a child or group of children, alternatives will be planned which best suit their needs.
Assessment and recording
In the EYFS, EAD development is recorded in a child’s Learning Journey. A written report is given to parents at the end of Nursery and Reception based on the EY outcomes and EY goals. In KS1 and 2, children’s knowledge, application and understanding of matters, skills and processes are assessed and recorded using key objectives and milestones. At the end of each year a written report is given to parents about their child’s achievements in art.
In addition, parent/teacher consultations three times a year and open evenings provide further opportunities to review development and progress.  
All records are passed to a child’s next teacher.
Resources
Resources which are not used or required regularly are stored centrally and accessed by teachers at the start of a topic.
Children also use secondary resources. The internet is an invaluable resource for artist's work and we have a good collection of school library books relating to a range of artists.
Children’s artwork is displayed in classrooms and other display areas around the school and local community e.g. St. Andrew’s Church Christmas Tree festival.
The Art Coordinator will carry out an audit of art materials at regular intervals.
Health and safety
Health and safety is important, particularly when working with tools, equipment and resources.
Children need to be taught how to:
• use tools and equipment correctly
• recognise hazards and risk control
Risk assessments are carried out by the class teacher for activities where a risk assessment is deemed appropriate and requires the signature of the Headteacher.  
Monitoring and Evaluation
The Art Coordinator and Expressive Arts team are responsible for monitoring and evaluating curriculum progress. This is done through work scrutiny, lesson observations, pupil interviews, staff discussions and audit of resources.
                                                            COMPUTING POLICY
Introduction
The 2014 National Curriculum introduced a new subject, Computing, which replaces ICT.  There is a focus on computational thinking and creativity, as well as opportunities for creative work in programming and digital media.  The three aspects of the New Computing Curriculum are: computer science (CS), information technology (IT) and digital literacy (DL).  The core of computing is computer science, in which pupils are taught the principles of information and computation, how digital systems work and how to put this knowledge to use through programming. Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are equipped to use information technology to create programs, systems and a range of content. Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally literate– able to safely use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication technology – at a level suitable for the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.
Aims
Pupils are encouraged to:
· develop the understanding of how to use ICT and computing safely and responsibly;
· provide a relevant, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for Computing for all pupils;
· meet the requirements of the National Curriculum programme of study for Computing;
· use ICT and computing as a tool to enhance learning throughout the entire curriculum;
· equip pupils with the confidence and capability to use ICT and computing in a safe and appropriate manner throughout their later life.
Teaching & Learning
· At Mill Lane Primary School, computing is taught both as a discrete subject and in a cross-curricular way when the opportunity presents itself.
· The Computer Suite and the PCs distributed around the school is used to help pupils access the Computing curriculum, along with a range of other resources such as programmable toys.
· The Computing subject leader continually monitors the resources required to deliver the Computing element of the new National Curriculum.
· Modules are planned in line with the National Curriculum and  allow for clear progression. Modules will be designed to enable pupils to achieve stated objectives.
· Staff follow medium term plans with objectives set out in the National Curriculum, Chris Quigley Milestones and Mill Lane Computing Scheme of Work.
· Teachers  take account of the above requirements and plan, where necessary, to support individuals or groups of pupils to enable them to participate effectively in the curriculum.
Assessment & Record Keeping
· Assessment of children’s work in Computing is ongoing.  Teachers assess capability through observations and by looking at completed work.  Key objectives to be assessed are taken from the National Curriculum, Chris Quigley Milestones and the Mill Lane Scheme of Work for Computing.
· ICT and computing work is saved on the school network. Other work may be printed and filed within the subject from which the task was set.
· A governor is invited to take a particular interest in ICT and computing in the school
Monitoring and Review
The ICT and computing coordinator is responsible for producing an ICT and computing development plan and for the implementation of the ICT and computing policy across the school. The coordinators also:
· offers help and support to all members of staff in their teaching, planning and assessment of Computing;
· maintains resources and advise staff on the use of materials, equipment and books;
· monitors classroom teaching or planning following the schools rolling programme of monitoring;
· monitors the children’s computing work, looking at samples of different abilities;
· leads staff training on new initiatives;
· attends appropriate training and keep staff up to date with relevant information and developments;
· has enthusiasm for computing and encourages staff to share this enthusiasm;
· keeps parents and governors informed on the implementation of computing in the school;
· helps staff to use assessment to inform future planning.
Health and Safety
· All pupils and parents are made aware of the school rules for responsible use of ICT and computing and the internet and are advised about the consequence of any misuse.  Children and parents sign the ‘School ICT Code of Conduct’ on school entry.
· Safeguarding training is delivered to staff.  Staff sign a Staff ‘Code of Conduct.’
· Delivery of a school-wide ‘Internet Safety Week’ occurs on an annual basis during the school year.
Resources
ICT and computing network infrastructure and equipment has been sited so that:
· every classroom from Nursery to Y6 has at least one computer connected to the school network and an interactive whiteboard with sound, DVD and video facilities;
· there is an ICT and computing suite consisting of 20 desktop PC’s and 10 laptops;
· each class from Y1 – Y6 has 3 allocated slots a week in the ‘Computing Suite’ for teaching of specific ICT and computing skills;
· the school has an ICT and computing technician who is in school one morning every third week.
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY
Introduction
Design and technology encourages children to become creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. Using creativity and imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. Through the study of design and technology they combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues and can develop a greater awareness and understanding of how everyday products are designed and made.
Aims
We encourage pupils to:
· identify and cater for needs by designing and producing products;
· acquire a developing knowledge and understanding of the design process;
· develop a wide range of skills and techniques for designing and making products;
· apply discussion, planning and evaluation to their work with increasing competence;
· show a developing appreciation and application of quality in their finished products;
· use technical terms and use them with increasing appropriateness;
· draw on and transfer skills, knowledge and understanding from other subjects;
· work in co-operation, sharing ideas, space and resources;
· apply knowledge of computing, mechanical and electrical systems to design and make tasks;
· understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.
Teaching and learning
Planning
The curriculum is delivered by class teachers. All lessons are differentiated in order to give appropriate levels of work and children are taught in ability groups from the end of Year 1. Planning is based upon the new National Curriculum (2014) using Chris Quigley’s Essentials Curriculum as guidance. Programmes of Study should inform medium term plans and subsequently weekly planning. Class teachers are responsible for the relevant provision of their own classes and individually develop weekly plans which give details of learning objectives, linked to the key milestones, and appropriate differentiated activities.  Design and Technology is covered in ‘Understanding the World’ and ‘Emotional Development’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile for 3 – 5 years old and this ensures continuity and progression throughout the school.
Organisation and Teaching Strategies
Design and Technology is taught within class groups. It can be taught in combination with other curricular subjects or as part of an overall theme, topic or project. This may take place on a weekly basis throughout the term or blocked as a half term unit of work.
Learning
In developing design and technology capabilities, our pupils discover people’s needs and wants. They design or produce products which suggest how these might be met. In doing this they draw on a developing repertoire of skills, knowledge and understanding.
Children will be given the opportunity to work within three main areas of development during each topic.
1.Investigative, disassembly and evaluative activities (IDEAs)
These activities provide opportunities for the children to explore existing products and to gain skills, knowledge and understanding which can be applied in a design and make assignment.
2. Focused practical tasks (FPTs)
Focused practical tasks provide opportunities to learn and practice particular skills and knowledge.
3. Design and make assignments (DMAs)
A design and make assignment provides an opportunity for the children to combine their skills, knowledge and understanding to develop products that meet a real need.
In all areas children are also be encouraged to apply technical knowledge including understanding and using mechanical systems and apply their understanding of computing to program, monitor and control their products.
Assessment
Assessments inform planning at each level in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment and all children’s progress is monitored termly. In Key Stage 1 and 2, assessment is achieved through discussion with pupils, observation, marking and practical activities.
Health and Safety
All pupils are taught basic knowledge of health and safety when working with materials and as consumers.  This is applied to their design and technology work. They consider the risks in the activities they undertake and follow instructions to control such risks. They learn about the properties of basic tools, materials and components to inform their own assessment of the risk these may pose in the classroom.
References to safety issues are made to the ‘Be Safe’ (Association for Science Education) booklet, which can be found in the resource area in the outside creative arts block.
Resources
Tools and teachers resource books are kept in the central resource area (the former class 3). Consumable items are purchased from class allocations and it is the responsibility of the class teacher to inform the co-ordinator if and when replacements are needed.
Parental Contributions
Design and Technology is a product - based curriculum area. The consumable materials used to make these products are an expensive part of the school budget. In some cases it is necessary to ask for voluntary contributions to help cover the costs of the products.
GEOGRAPHY POLICY
Introduction
Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. Through their work in geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. They learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind.
Aims
· to enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world;
·    to increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country;
·    to allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps;
·    to enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, regional and global level;
·    to encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means;
·    to develop a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, ICT, investigation and how to present their conclusions in the most appropriate way.
Objectives
To enable pupils to:
· develop geographical knowledge, skills and understanding;
· take an interest in their surroundings and in the variety of physical and human conditions on the Earth’s surface;
· develop a sense of place, within both local and wider perspectives, thus enhancing their sense of responsibility towards the Earth and its people.
Teaching and Learning
Planning
All teachers plan, using the revised New National Curriculum document and Chris Quigley’s Essentials Curriculum is used to support this. Planning for Foundation Stage pupils takes account of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. Planning ensures that pupils are given tasks appropriate to their ability, developing their skills of observation, questioning and recording.
Curriculum planning is on a two yearly (long-term) cycle. These long term plans then inform termly (medium-term) and weekly (short term) planning. In KS1 & KS2 Medium Term Plans consist of topic webs with objectives taken from Chris Quigley’s Essential Skills Curriculum and knowledge statements and activities are then planned around themed topics suited to meeting these objectives.
Organisation
Geography is taught within class groups.  It can be taught in combination with other curricular subjects, or as part of an overall theme or topic.  This may take place on a weekly basis throughout the term, or blocked as a half-term unit of work.  
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods and we combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, and aerial photographs, and we enable them to use IT in geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning. Children take part in role-play and discussions, and they present reports to the rest of the class. They engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem or use of the Internet to investigate a current issue.
Teaching Strategies
Teaching strategies to support learning include
· presentation of knowledge directly imparted by the teacher or another adult;
· discussion and debate (questions and answers);
Learning
· Activities are created to provide differentiated opportunities for pupils to develop, apply and make progress within the wide range of geographical skills and concepts.
· A large proportion of the work undertaken by pupils has an investigative/enquiry approach.  By studying primary and secondary evidence, pupils ask questions, analyse information and communicate their knowledge in a variety of ways, engaging the children in purposeful activities;
· using books and other reference materials (including maps) to provide knowledge or assist investigations;
· using visual and multi-media stimuli
· using information technology, including computers;
· visits and visitors.
We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different geographical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by:
· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
· setting tasks of increasing difficulty, some children not completing all tasks;
· grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability group;
· providing resources of different complexity according to the ability of the child;
Assessment
Children’s’ progress will be monitored through a range of evidence including pieces of written work, photos, observations, summative assessment and speaking and listening activities, levelled against key skills and knowledge statements identified by Chris Quigley’s Essential Skills Curriculum.
Monitoring and Review
Monitoring of the standards of children’s learning and the quality of teaching in geography is the responsibility of the geography subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The subject leader develops an annual action plan in the subject which indicates areas for further improvement.
Health and Safety
Visits and fieldwork are an integral part of a pupil’s entitlement, which meet the requirements as set out in the Health and Safety policy in relation to school visits.
Resources
 Topic boxes are stored within the resource area and general equipment is kept in classrooms.
HISTORY POLICY
Introduction
The aim of history teaching here at Mill Lane School is to stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. Thus, they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to make their own life choices today. In our school history makes a significant contribution to citizenship education by teaching about how Britain developed as a democratic society. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving.
Aims
· to foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that history has to offer;
· to enable children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how things have changed over time;
· to develop a sense of chronology;
· to know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed and, in so doing, to contribute to a child’s citizenship education;
· to understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture and to study some aspects of European history;
· to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world;
· to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their cultural heritage;
· to develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation.
Objectives
· To enable children to develop knowledge and understanding of the past.
· To make sure that the understanding outlined above takes place within a secure framework of knowledge about the past.
· To enable children to understand how the environment in which they live fits into the history, which they study.
· To enable children to select, organise and communicate what they have learned about the past.
· To enable children to make appropriate progress in knowledge, understanding and skills in history.
Teaching and Learning
Planning
Our curriculum planning allows children to gain a progressively deeper understanding and competency as they move through the school. Curriculum planning is on a two yearly (long-term) cycle. These long term plans then inform termly (medium-term) and weekly (short term) planning. In KS1 & KS2 Medium Term Plans consist of topic webs with objectives taken from Chris Quigley’s Essential Skills Curriculum and knowledge statements and activities are then planned around themed topics suited to meeting these objectives.
Organisation
Within classes, pupils are taught individually, in groups, or as a class as appropriate, according to the learning task. The organisation of the classroom will vary according to the activity that is being carried out. The formal classroom layout will alter when group work activities are taking place.
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites that are local and of historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they should always ask searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’, about information they are given.
We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in history and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by:
· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
· setting tasks of increasing difficulty. Not all children complete all tasks;
· grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group;
· providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child;
Teaching Strategies
A range of strategies will be used to deliver the Chris Quigley’s Essential Skills Curriculum in an appropriate, creative and stimulating way. Strategies may take the form of whole class or individual research, teacher led or child led investigations, whole class or group work, discussion, questioning and practical activities. Strategies used will depend on the skills and knowledge being taught.
Teaching strategies to support learning include:
· presentation of knowledge directly imparted by the teacher or another adult;
· discussion and debate (questions and answers);
· engaging the children in purposeful activities;
· using books and other reference materials to provide knowledge or assist investigations;
· using visual and multi-media stimuli using information technology, including computers;visits and visitors.
Learning
Children will learn a broad and varied range of skills and knowledge relating to the subject. There will be progression through the school in all areas of the subject.
· Activities are created to provide differentiated opportunities for pupils to develop, apply and make progress within the wide range of geographical skills and concepts.
· A large proportion of the work undertaken by pupils has an investigative/enquiry approach.  By studying primary and secondary evidence, pupils ask questions, analyse information and communicate their knowledge in a variety of ways.
Assessment
Children’s’ progress will be monitored through a range of evidence including pieces of written work, photos, observations, summative assessment and speaking and listening activities, levelled against key skills and knowledge statements identified by Chris Quigley’s Essential Skills Curriculum.
Monitoring and Review
Monitoring of the standards of children’s learning and the quality of teaching in history is the responsibility of the history subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.
Health and Safety
Teachers ensure that all Risk Assessments for visits/Visitors are carried out in accordance with the Health & Safety Policy and School Visits Policy
Resources
Subject boxes for each topic are located in the resource cupboard. The library contains a range of books, which cover the subject generally.
LITERACY AND ENGLISH POLICY
Introduction
Literacy unites the important skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. It allows pupils to access all other areas of the curriculum and the world beyond school.
Aims
As a Storytelling School, we aim to create a story rich environment to help children fulfill their potential. Stories help us to develop our language and our imaginations. If you can tell a good story then you can write one.
Objectives
To enable pupils to:
·     craft language for particular effects, through an understanding of how texts are created in relation to genre, purpose and audience;
· practise using language in relevant “real life” contexts;
· communicate independent views and opinions, express themselves imaginatively and express feelings through spoken and written language;
· speak clearly and listen attentively;
· produce fluent and legible handwriting;
· understand phonics and spelling patterns and use this to read and spell accurately;
· use a full range of reading cues to monitor their reading and correct their own mistakes;
· understand and respond to fiction and non-fiction texts;
· plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing;
· name, understand and apply appropriate grammar and punctuation.
Teaching and Learning
Planning
All teachers in KS1 and KS2 plan using the New National Curriculum and the Chris Quigley Milestones set out in the ‘Essentials Curriculum’.  Planning for Foundation pupils takes account of the Early Learning Goals and the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework.
School Organisation
At Mill Lane Community School, we teach literacy as follows:
· Foundation Stage pupils have a daily experience of literacy – across the seven areas of learning for Communication, Language and Literacy in an integrated curriculum;
· in KS1 and KS2 literacy is taught through a cross curricular approach and storytelling is embedded within the curriculum;
· extra time is allocated for strategies to help children who require additional support.
Whole School Approaches
Storytelling
All teachers use stories to teach fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Stories have been embedded in each year group’s planning and every topic has a story linked to the theme of the topic. Each class engages their children with storytelling using techniques, such as, story stepping, story mapping and performance techniques.
Red for Ready – Green for Go
The children have two books for literacy: A ‘red for ready’ book where the children practice skills and a ‘green for go’ book where they write their longer pieces putting all the skills together in a final piece.
Assessment
Assessment is an integral part of the learning and teaching process, which is clearly linked to learning objectives and milestones.
· Pupils are encouraged to be actively involved, through an explicit understanding of learning objectives, self-evaluation and target setting for personal improvement.
· We track progression, analyse what has been achieved in relation to learning objectives within milestones and set targets.
· To assess, we use constructive marking strategies.
· Narrative and non-narrative writing are moderated by the whole teaching staff annually during the weekly staff meetings.  Pieces of first draft writing are used for this purpose and are subsequently kept in pupil records.
· Teacher assessments are ongoing, and every child is assessed at the end of each curriculum year.
· All teachers keep informal records of progress and maintain pupil records.
· Each child has a Green book, which contains assessed pieces of writing and the book moves up each year group with the pupils.
MATHEMATICS POLICY
Introduction
Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over centuries, providing the solution to everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary in most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.
Aims and Objectives
· To enable pupils to use their knowledge and understanding of mathematics confidently, now and in every aspect of their future lives.
· To encourage children to develop a positive attitude to mathematics and to enjoy the subject.
· To help children to develop calculation skills in the four operations and be able to apply relevant mathematical techniques to solve real life problems/situations beyond school.
· To receive a broad balanced curriculum which includes all aspects of mathematics (Number, Algebra, Shape and Space, Measurements and Data Handling) as well as a range of appropriate learning experiences (e.g. problem – solving, practical work, games).
· To use ICT to develop their understanding of mathematical ideas and as a way of handling information effectively.
· To reason mathematically by following the line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language.
· To solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.
Teaching and Learning
Organisation
· Daily maths lessons.
· A clear focus on direct, instructional teaching, interactive oral work and modelling with the whole class and smaller ability groups. Work is recorded in a variety of forms.
The curriculum is delivered by class teachers. All lessons are differentiated in order to give appropriate levels of work and children are taught in ability groups from the end of Year 1. Planning is based upon the new National Curriculum (2014) using Chris Quigley’s Essentials Curriculum as guidance. Programmes of Study should inform medium term plans and subsequently weekly planning. Class teachers are responsible for the relevant provision of their own classes and individually develop weekly plans which give details of learning objectives, linked to the key milestones, and appropriate differentiated activities. Although planned in advance they are adjusted on a daily basis to better suit the arising needs of a class and individual pupils.
Where children have special needs or abilities or the activity requires additional support this may be provided in class by others such as Teaching Assistants (TAs), parents, students or pupils on work experience. The class teacher liaises closely with support staff to ensure full understanding of the support that is required. As appropriate, work is organised in groups, individuals or whole class. Grouping and tasks take account of the child’s ability and needs.
Planning
The programme for Early Years takes account of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile for 3 – 5 year olds and provides a bridge to the National Curriculum for years 1-6. This ensures continuity and progression throughout the school.
In Key Stage 1 & 2 a variety of mathematics programmes and resources are used to support the National Curriculum for teaching mathematics including Steps Mathematics, Folens Maths, Hamilton-Trust with Abacus, Abacus Evolve, Heinemann, 100 Maths Lessons (Scholastic) and Anita Straker and Busy Ants Scheme. Teachers use these resources appropriately to ensure programmes of study are taught effectively.
Teaching
We use the approach to teaching recommended by the National Curriculum which is based on four key principles:
· dedicated mathematics lessons every day;
· direct teaching and interactive oral work with the whole class and groups;
· an emphasis on mental calculation;
· controlled differentiation with all pupils engaged in mathematics relating to a common theme
A variety of strategies are used:
· high quality teaching which is oral, interactive and lively providing a two way process in which pupils are expected to play an active part by answering questions, contributing points to discussions and explaining and demonstrating their methods to the class;
· directing: sharing teaching objectives with the class;
· instructing: giving information and structuring it well;
· demonstrating: showing, describing and modelling mathematics using appropriate resources and visual displays;
· explaining and illustrating giving well-paced explanation, referring to previous work or methods;
· resources to support visualisation e.g. number lines / squares;
· questioning and discussing questioning in ways, which match the direction and pace of the lesson, and ensuring that all pupils take part;
· consolidating: maximising opportunities to reinforce and develop what has been taught, through a variety of activities in class and focussed activities to do at home;
· evaluating pupil’s responses: identifying mistakes and using responses as positive teaching points.
Summarising: reviewing during and towards the end of a lesson the mathematics that have been taught and what pupils have learned;
· Using ICT as a form of teaching and learning in mathematics.
Learning
Children are made aware of what they are learning about through an introduction to the learning objectives at the beginning of the lesson and a plenary about what has been learnt at the end. Children are encouraged to be actively involved in their own learning through practical activities, discussion and class participation. They are given opportunities to assess their own progress and that of their peer group through discussion and questioning.
Assessment and Record Keeping
Assessment at Mill Lane Community School has three connected levels: short term, medium term and long term. Assessments inform planning at each level in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment and all children’s progress is monitored termly.
Short Term Assessments
These are an informal part of every lesson, the purpose being to check that children have grasped the main teaching points of a particular lesson or unit of work, whether they have misunderstanding that needs to be corrected and whether they are ready to move on to the next activity. They provide information which allows adjustment of day to day lesson plans and targeted use of support.
Medium Term Assessments
These are to:
· review and record progress that children are making over time in relation to the key objectives and milestones;
· identify children’s progress against specific individual targets, including those in Pupil Profiles and Learning Journeys;
· provide information for end of year assessments.
All assessment provided is passed onto the next class teacher in the next year.
Long Term Assessments (see assessment policy for more guidance)
These assess and review pupil’s progress and attainment against school and national targets. Their purposes are to:
· Assess pupil’s work against the milestones for the year.
· At the end of a Key Stage assess pupil’s work against national standards as set out in the new National Curriculum.
· Give supplementary information about individual children’s attainment and progress to assist with reporting to parents and the child’s next teacher.
· Allow the Head teacher to brief the governing body, the staff and others on overall progress and attainment in the school as a whole.
These long-term assessments are made through end of year tests and continual assessment using a variety of resources e.g. Sandwell test and Rising Stars assessments. Compulsory National Curriculum tests are given at the end of a Key Stage to pupils in Years 2 and 6.
Monitoring and Evaluation
The Curriculum leaders and maths team are responsible for monitoring and evaluating curriculum progress. This is done through book scrutiny, planning scrutiny, lesson observations, pupil interviews, staff discussions and audit of resources.
Resources
Resources which are not used or required regularly are stored centrally and accessed by
teachers at the beginning of a topic.
MUSIC POLICY
Introduction
Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and emotional development. As an integral part of culture, past and present, it helps pupils understand themselves and relate to others, forging important links between the home, school and the wider world. The teaching of music develops pupil’s ability to listen and appreciate a wide variety of music and to make judgements about musical quality. It encourages active involvement in different forms of amateur music making, both individual and communal, developing a sense of group identity and togetherness. It also increases self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment.
Aim and Objectives
· perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians;
· learn to sing and to use their voices;
· to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrumen;
· use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence ;
· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.
Teaching and Learning
Organisation
The curriculum is delivered by the music teacher. All lessons are differentiated in order to give appropriate levels of work and children are taught in mixed ability groups from Foundation Stage.  Planning is based upon the new National Curriculum (2014) using Chris Quigley’s Essentials Curriculum as guidance. Programmes of Study should inform medium term plans and subsequently weekly planning. The music teacher is responsible for the relevant provision of each class and individually develops weekly plans which give details of learning objectives, linked to the key milestones, and appropriate differentiated activities. Although planned in advance they are adjusted on a daily basis to better suit the arising needs of a class and individual pupils.
Planning
The framework for our planning is a “Creative Curriculum”. Within the “Creative Curriculum”, all subjects are linked through one topic using the Chris Quigley’s Essentials Curriculum. While music is integrated into the “Creative Curriculum”, it is necessary to teach some skills separately.
The programme for Early Years takes account of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile for 3 – 5 year olds and provides a bridge to the National Curriculum for years 1-6. This ensures continuity and progression throughout the school.
Teaching Strategies used:
· high quality teaching which is oral, interactive and lively providing a two-way process in which pupils are expected to play an active part by answering questions, contributing points to discussions and explaining and demonstrating their methods to the class;
· directing: sharing teaching objectives with the class;
· instructing: giving information and structuring it well;
· demonstrating: showing, describing and modelling using appropriate resources and visual displays;
· explaining and illustrating giving accurate well-paced explanation, referring to previous work or methods;
· resources to support visualisation e.g. instruments;
· questioning and discussing questioning in ways, which match the direction and pace of the lesson, and ensuring that all pupils take part;
· consolidating: maximising opportunities to reinforce and develop what has been taught, through a variety of activities in class and focused activities to do at home;
· evaluating pupil’s responses: identifying mistakes and using responses as positive teaching points;
· summarising: reviewing during and towards the end of a lesson the music that have been taught and what pupils have learned;
· using ICT as a form of teaching and learning in music.
Learning
Children are made aware of what they are learning about through an introduction to the learning objectives at the beginning of the lesson and a plenary about what has been learnt at the end. Children are encouraged to be actively involved in their own learning through practical activities, discussion and class participation. They are given opportunities to assess their own progress and that of their peer group through discussion and questioning.
Assessment and Record Keeping
Assessment at Mill Lane Community School has three connected levels: short term, medium term and long term. Assessments inform planning at each level in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment and all children’s progress is monitored termly.
Short Term Assessments
These are an informal part of every lesson, the purpose being to check that children have grasped the main teaching points of a particular lesson or unit of work, whether they have misunderstanding that needs to be corrected and whether they are ready to move on to the next activity. They provide information which allows adjustment of day to day lesson plans and targeted use of support.
Medium Term Assessments
These are to:
· review and record progress that children are making over time in relation to the key objectives and milestones;
· identify children’s progress against specific individual targets, including those in Pupil Profiles and Learning Journeys;
· provide information for end of year assessments.
All assessment provided is passed onto the next class teacher in the next year.
Long Term Assessments
These assess and review pupil’s progress and attainment against school and national targets. Their purposes are to:
· assess pupil’s work against the milestones for the year;
· give supplementary information about individual children’s attainment and progress to assist with reporting to parents and the child’s next teacher;
· allow the Head teacher to brief the governing body, the staff and others on overall progress and attainment in the school as a whole;
· at the end of a Key Stage assess pupil’s work against national standards as set out in the  National Curriculum.
Monitoring and Evaluation
The Curriculum leaders and music team are responsible for monitoring and evaluating curriculum progress. This is done through book scrutiny, planning scrutiny, lesson observations, pupil interviews, staff discussions and audit of resources.
Resources Resources which are not used or required regularly are stored centrally and accessed by the music teacher at the beginning of each lesson.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION POLICY

Introduction

We believe that Physical Education contributes to the overall education of every pupil. It is a practical 
subject, which introduces pupils to the pleasure of physical activity and gives all pupils opportunities for 
participation, enjoyment and success. It should provide opportunities for pupils to become physically 
confident in a way which supports their health and fitness.

The school believes that physical education experienced in a safe and supportive environment is a vital and 
unique contributor to physical, personal, social and intellectual skills. It also encourages values such as co-
operation, tolerance, fairness, respect and self-esteem. It promotes enjoyment in undertaking exercise 
that can be continued into secondary education and adulthood as part of a healthy lifestyle.

Aims & Objectives

The PE policy at Mill Lane Community School is designed to reflect the primary PE entitlement as defined in 
the National Curriculum 2014. P.E. lessons offer opportunities for children to achieve the following.

Physical development:
• to develop physical competence and confidence by acquiring and developing a range of fine and gross motor skills;
• to be aware of the different shapes and movements that can be made with the body;
• to develop knowledge, skills and understanding, and the ability to remember, repeat and refine actions with increasing control and accuracy;
• to promote fitness and a healthy lifestyle by understanding the effects of exercise on the body and the importance of developing strength, endurance and flexibility;
• to appreciate of the value of safe exercising.
Social and emotional development:
• to develop a love of physical exercise;
• to develop the ability to work independently and communicate with and respond appropriately towards others using verbal and non-verbal communication;
• to develop confidence in their own skills and abilities;
• to promote an understanding of safe practice, and develop a sense of responsibility towards the safety of themselves and others;
• to realise that the right exercise for you can be fun and will give you energy for other things in life;
• to create and plan games and teach them to one another;
• to develop a sense of fair play.
Cognitive development:
• to develop decision making and problem-solving skills;
• to develop reasoning skills and the ability to make judgements;
• to develop an increasing ability to select, link and apply skills, tactics and compositional ideas;
• to develop the ability to communicate non-verbally with the body;
• to improve observational skills, the ability to describe and make simple judgements on their own and others’ work, and to use this knowledge and understanding to improve their own performance;
• to understand that using the correct technique will improve accuracy and individual performance.
Spiritual, moral and cultural development:
• to develop a positive attitude to themselves and others;
• to experience a range of differing activities and realise that physical activity doesn’t have to be about winning a competition - doing your best is as important;
• to be able to encourage others and give praise for their achievements so that when children perform they do not fear failure;
• to treat your team, the opposition and the referee with respect;
• to raise self esteem through opportunities to celebrate sporting success.
Teaching and Learning

Programs of Study are based on progressive learning objectives which, combined with flexible and varied 
teaching styles, endeavour to provide appropriate, stimulating, enjoyable and challenging learning 
situations for all pupils.

In all classes there are children of differing physical ability. We recognise this by providing suitable learning 
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve 
this through a range of strategies:
· Setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results, e.g. timed events, such as an 80m sprint;
· Grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group e.g. different games;
· Providing a range of challenge through the provision of different resources, e.g. different gymnastics equipment.

We strive to give all pupils equality of opportunity in terms of curriculum balance, curriculum time, use of 
resources and use of facilities. We believe that children should be given the opportunity to experience 
success in P.E. and to achieve as high standard as possible.

If a child has a particular need, it may be necessary to modify activities where necessary:
· By changing the rules/playing area/equipment to allow inclusion.
· By providing parallel activities which enable all pupils to take part in the same activity but in different ways e.g. pupils in ability matched games

Assessment

We assess the children’s work in PE while observing them working during lessons. Assessment for learning 
is made through short term (daily/weekly) observations of children’s work, through discussion with the 
children and through their own self assessment, this helps them to appreciate how they can improve their 
performance, and what their targets should be for the future.

Swimming


It is the Oxfordshire County Policy that all children should swim by the age of twelve. Therefore 
swimming lessons are compulsory for all children. At Mill Lane Community School, children learn swimming 
in Years 3 and 4 with qualified swimming coaches.

Health & Safety

As with all physical activity, it is important that certain procedures are followed to minimise the risk of 
injury.
· Children should dress in shorts, tracksuit bottoms and t-shirts.
· Children will work in bare feet for all indoor and apparatus work.
· Plimsolls or trainers are worn for outdoor games, together with track suits if it is cold.
· Jewellery is not to be worn. Watches should be kept safely in the classroom.
· Long hair should be tied back and rigid hairbands should be removed.
· Children will be trained to lift and carry any apparatus sensibly into position under adult supervision. The teacher will check it before use.

Resources

The resources provided by our school are suitable to a range of abilities and ages. They cater for a wide variety of activities, 
and are updated when necessary to ensure all children are challenged. Staff are responsible for maintaining the condition and 
storage of the equipment.
PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND ECONOMIC EDUCATION POLICY (PSHE)
Introduction
This document describes  Mill Lane Community School's overarching approach to PSHE and specific details of our Citizenship, Drugs Education, Sex and Relationships Policies.
We believe that Personal, social, health and economic education promotes pupils’ health and well-being and is central to the life of the school and its relationships with the surrounding community. PSHE is concerned with the total well-being of the individual. It helps children understand the responsibilities of the individual towards' others in the community, and towards the environment. It also encourages them to make choices about a healthy lifestyle.
We acknowledge the responsibility that schools have to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which:
· promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, emotional, social and physical development of pupils in school and society;
· prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life;
· provides information about keeping healthy and safe, emotionally and physically
Aims
· To develop confidence and self-esteem.
· To develop social skills to enable successful relationships with all members of their community.
· To develop good relationships and respect the differences between people.
· To work in partnership with parents / carers, to prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life
· Develop an awareness of social, economic, political and ecological issues
· Encourage the development of informed, responsible and positive healthy life choices.
· Make a positive contribution to the life of the school.
· Understand some basic principles of finances.
Teaching and Learning
Activities will be planned according to the different levels of children’s skills and previous knowledge. A range of teaching strategies and styles will be used. These will include:
· circle time and class discussion;
· imaginative writing;
· reflection, sharing and showing;
· role-play and drama;
· ICT;
· visits and visitors where appropriate;
· structured group work;
· play and games;
· assemblies;
· stories;
· Art.
The PSHE and Citizenship curriculum is organised on a basis whereby:
· a yearly programme of ‘overall topics’, including PSHE, SRE, SEAL and citizenship is followed throughout the school ;
· PSHE, SRE, SEAL and Citizenship is studied each year;
· PSHE and Citizenship are done discretely everyday within classroom routines, assemblies and issues that arise in classrooms and at playtimes;
· SEAL is used in school, running alongside PSHE teaching;
classes take part in regular Circle Time sessions as a tool for bringing the class together and resolving any issues.
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, the learning experiences are planned from the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (see appendix 1 for more detail).
In Key Stage 1 and 2 planning is based mainly on the SEAL program and Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum (see appendix 2 for an overview of the SEAL objectives).
Children are given the opportunity to work in a variety of ways as and when appropriate, in small groups, or as a whole class. The grouping of the children will vary, for example ability, mixed ability and friendship.
Assessment
The assessment of PSHE will take place in all curriculum areas, as well as within this subject. Arrangements are a matter for the professional judgment of teachers with feedback from support assistants and involve the children where possible. Assessments inform planning at each level in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment and all children’s progress is monitored termly. In Key Stage 1 and 2, assessment is achieved through discussion with pupils, observation, practical activities and work samples. Progress is judged against the children’s ability to apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant theme.
Children’s progress will be reported to parents via the child’s midyear and end of year report.
Resources
These can be found in the Red Kite room and an individual pack in teacher’s classrooms.
CITIZENSHIP POLICY
Introduction
At Mill Lane Community School, we believe that citizenship gives pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in society at local, national and international levels.
Aims
At Mill Lane School, we aim to:
•    help pupils become informed, thoughtful citizens, who are aware of their rights and duties;
•   promote spiritual, cultural and moral development making them more self-confident and responsible both in and out of the classroom;
•   encourage pupils to play a helpful part in the life of the school, local community and the wider world;
•    teach pupils about economy and democratic institutions;
•   encourage respect for different national, religious and ethnic identities;
•   develop pupils' ability to reflect on issues and take part in discussions.
To achieve these aims, teachers will use a range of strategies both implicit and explicit, as outlined in the introduction to this document.
We have a school council which acts as the pupils' voice in discussions about school developments and issues that arise. Each year the school has a chosen charity that it supports through fund raising.               
DRUGS EDUCATION POLICY
Introduction
At Mill Lane School we aim to equip our children with the knowledge, understanding and skills that enable them to make the sort of choices that lead to a healthy lifestyle. Drugs Education involves educating the children in the safe handling of medicinal drugs as well as the consequences of misusing substances such as alcohol, tobacco and non-prescribed drugs.
We acknowledge that drugs affect all communities in modern society. We have a moral and legal obligation to the children in our care to address this issue and ensure that we do all that we can do to inform pupils, parents / carers and staff about the risks and consequences of drug and substance misuse.
Aims
· to enable young people to make healthy, informed choices through helping them to increase their knowledge, challenging and exploring attitudes and developing and practising skills;
· to help young people to develop further a sense of self-worth and self-esteem;
· to increase understanding about the implications and possible consequences of drug use and misuse;
· to help young people to distinguish between different substances, consider their use, misuse, benefit and harm;
· to listen to young people’s thoughts, feelings and concerns and to ensure that drug education responds to their needs;
· to counter any inaccurate messages and myths which young people may receive about drugs with accurate information.
 We intend to achieve our aims through:
· a coordinated, integrated and consistent approach to the curriculum and to possible drug related incidents;
· an appropriate teaching programme which responds to pupils’ needs;
· clearly defined learning outcomes for lessons;
· reinforcement of key messages at different ages and stages in different situations;
· content and teaching approaches, which match the needs and maturities of all pupils.
Teaching and Learning
Effective teaching of drugs education will increase pupils’ knowledge of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, but also enable pupils to:
· Improve their self-esteem
· Make informed choices and decisions
· Develop personal skills and qualities in themselves and others
· Maintain and develop relationships
· Develop self-confidence
· Develop assertiveness in appropriate situations
· Develop the motivation to succeed
A wide range of teaching approaches is used, as previously outlined in the PSHE policy. Ground rules will be negotiated when appropriate and the sensitivity of the work will be recognised, safeguarding the interests of the pupil and everyone. Children will learn through the following teaching strategies:
At KS1 pupils are taught:
· about seeing the doctor, visiting the chemist and the importance of medicines and their safe handling;
· that all household products, including medicines, can be harmful if misused.
At KS2 pupils are taught about:
· which commonly available substances and drugs are legal and illegal (their effects and risks);
· the pressure to behave in an unacceptable way can come from a variety of sources;
· how to ask for help;
· the basic techniques for resisting pressure to make the wrong choices.
Health and Safety
All illegal substances are forbidden on the school premises. The school has a no smoking policy.
Resources
Drugs Guidance for Schools (DfES)
The Right Responses (SCODA)
The right choice, Guidance on selecting drug education materials for schools
 The right approach, Quality standards in drug education
The right responses, Managing and making policy for drug related incidents in school    
MANAGING DRUGS RELATED INCIDENTS
Introduction
The staff of Mill Lane School are committed to the health and safety of everyone here and we will work together with parents and the local community to enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices and to discourage the misuse of drugs.
Definition – What is a drug?
A drug is a substance which, when taken into the body, changes the way we feel, the way we see things and the way our body works.
This policy covers a range of drugs including medicines, tobacco, alcohol, solvents and illegal drugs. It covers drugs misuse by pupils and adults.
The misuse of any drug is regarded as a drug related incident. Children, parents or staff should inform the Headteacher if:
· any evidence of drug / substance misuse is found on school property;
· a child is thought to possess such evidence;
· they hear reports of a child being offered such evidence;
· a child's behaviour / personality changes as a result of possible drug digestion.
We believe that the misuse of any drugs by members of the school community cannot be condoned and will be dealt with fairly, consistently and clearly with regard to the needs of the school and the individuals concerned.
Aims:
· to clarify appropriate procedures in the management of drug-related incidents;
· to develop a whole school approach to drug education in the context of the science curriculum and the PSHE outcomes in which children will explore attitudes and develop skills in making decisions about drugs;
· to have a clear and agreed understanding throughout the school community about the implications and possible consequences of drug misuse;
· to contribute towards establishing a school environment free from the misuse of any drugs.
Management of drug related incidents
The headteacher is responsible for coordinating the management of drug related incidents, offering sources of support and liaising with outside agencies.
Within PSHE, the role of pupils in supporting each other and responding safely and effectively to emergencies including drug related incidents is made clear in a manner appropriate to the age and stage of development of each child.
Procedures
· The whole school and grounds are designated No-Smoking areas.
· No alcohol will be consumed during the normal course of a school day.
· The school will ensure that potentially harmful substances are stored safely, and pupils are supervised carefully in the event of them having to be used in the course of their work.
· Illegal drugs or related equipment must never be brought to school or used on school premises. Medical needs.
· Where children have medical needs, parents and carers must give details of the childes condition and medication. Parents will bring the medication to school in a secure, labelled container. Records will be kept of all medication received and given. Medication will be stored securely in the Bursar’s office.
Responses to specific incidents:
Any member of staff who discovers or suspects that a pupil or adult in school is in possession of drugs on school premises should immediately inform the Deputy Head or Headteacher.
If a pupil is found to be in possession of drugs or drug-related equipment on school premises, the parents/carers will be informed immediately and will be asked to attend the school as a matter of urgency. The school will also involve the police.
If an incident occurs the member of staff involved should:
· Make the situation safe
· Send for support
· Administer first aid if necessary
· If an illegal drug is found it should be secured in a safe place until dealt with by the police
· Report the incident
The Premises Manager will ensure that the grounds are kept clear of any dangerous substances / objects. The grounds will be checked regularly. All staff however are encouraged to be vigilant around the school grounds.
Staff will be cautious about discharging a pupil to the care of a parent / carer who appears to be under the influence of drugs / alcohol, particularly when they intend to drive the pupil home. Staff will suggest an alternative arrangement, as the focus will be the pupils welfare and safety.
Where such behaviour repeatedly places a child at risk, or the  parent / carer becomes abusive or violent, staff will report the matter to the Headteacher or Deputy Head, who will consider whether the circumstances of the case are serious enough to invoke child protection procedures, and the involvement of social services or the police.
SEX AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION POLICY
Sex and relationship education is lifelong learning about physical, moral and emotional development.  It is about the understanding of the importance of loving and caring relationships.  It is about the teaching of sex, sexuality and sexual health. Research demonstrates that good, comprehensive sex and relationship education does not make young people more likely to become sexually active at a younger age.
Sex and relationship education will reflect the values of the PSHE and Citizenship programme.  SRE will be taught in the context of relationships. In addition SRE will promote self-esteem and emotional health and well-being and help them form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying relationships, based on respect for themselves and for others, at home, school, work and in the community.
Aims and Objectives
The aim of SRE is to provide children with age appropriate information, explore attitudes and values and develop skills in order to empower them to make positive decisions about their health related behaviour.
This takes place with consideration of the qualities of relationships within families.
The objectives of Sex and Relationship Education are:
· to provide the knowledge and information to which all pupils are entitled;
· to clarify/reinforce existing knowledge;
· to raise pupils’ self-esteem and confidence, especially in their relationships with others;
· to help pupils understand their sexual feelings and behaviour, so they can lead fulfilling and enjoyable lives;
· to help pupils’ develop skills (language, decision making, choice, assertiveness) and make the most of their abilities;
· to provide the confidence to be participating members of society and to value themselves and others;
· to help gain access to information and support;
· to develop skills for a healthier safer lifestyle;
· to develop and use communication skills and assertiveness skills to cope with the influences of their peers and the media;
· to respect and care for their bodies;
· to be prepared for puberty and adulthood.
The Legal requirements and teaching programme for Sex and Relationship Education
Every child is entitled to receive SRE regardless of ethnicity, gender, religion, age, culture, disability,  sexuality, language specials needs, disadvantaged and looked after children.
National Curriculum Science
All schools must teach the following as part of the National Curriculum Science Orders. Parents do not have the right to withdraw their child/children from this part of the SRE programme.
 Key Stage 1
· that animals including humans, move, feed, grow, and use their senses and reproduce.
· to recognise and compare the main external parts of the bodies of humans.
· that humans and animals can reproduce offspring and these grow into adults.
· to recognise similarities and differences between themselves and others and    
· treat others with sensitivity.
Key Stage 2
· that the life processes common to humans and other animals include nutrition, growth and reproduction.
· about the main stages of the human life cycle.
It is our intention all children have the opportunity to experience a programme of SRE at a level which is appropriate for their age and physical development with differentiated provision if required.
Foundation
Children learn about the concept of male and female and about young animals.  In ongoing PSHE work, they develop skills to form friendships and think about relationships with others.
Key Stage 1
Through work in science children learn about life cycles of some animals, understand the idea of growing from young to old and learn that all living things reproduce.  They learn about the importance of personal hygiene to maintain good health.  In RE and PSHCE children reflect on family relationships, different family groups and friendship.  They learn about rituals and traditions associated with birth, marriage and death and talk about the emotions involved.
They begin to co-operate with others in work and play and begin to recognise the range of human emotions and ways to deal with them.
They also learn about personal safety.
Key Stage 2
In science children build on their knowledge of life cycles and learn about the basic biology of human reproduction including the birth of a baby in years 5 & 6.
Children are taught about the physical, emotional and social changes at puberty, which include personal hygiene.  In RE and Citizenship, they continue to develop an understanding of relationships within a family, between friends and the community and that there are different patterns of friendship.  They will develop skills needed to form relationships and to respect other people’s emotions and feelings.  They will consider how to make simple choices and exercise some basic techniques for resisting pressures.
Sex and relationship education should focus on the development of skills and attitudes not just the acquisition of knowledge.
The organisation of Sex and Relationship Education
Sex and relationship education is delivered not only through science but also through  RE, PSHCE, literacy activities and circle time.  Sex and relationship education is taught by classroom teachers, teaching assistants and if appropriate, outside visitors such as the school nurse.
Teaching Methods
A range of teaching methods involve children’s full participation are used to teach sex and relationship education.  These include use of video, discussion, looking at case studies, drama and role-play.
Sex and relationship education is usually delivered in mixed gender groups; however, there may be occasions where single gender groups are more appropriate and relevant.
Parental consultation
The school informs parents when aspects of the sex and relationship programme are taught and provides opportunities for parents to view the videos and resources being used.
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from those aspects of sex and relationship education, not included in the National Curriculum Science Orders, alternative work would be set.
However, this rarely happens, by working in partnership with parents they recognise the importance of this aspect of their child’s education.
Child Protection / Confidentiality
Teachers need to be aware that effective sex and relationship education, which brings an understanding of what is and is not acceptable in a relationship, may lead to disclosure of a child protection issue.
The staff member will inform the Head Teacher /Designated Child Protection person in line with the LEA procedures for child protection.
A member of staff cannot promise confidentiality if concerns exist.
Dealing with difficult questions
Ground rules are essential to provide an agreed structure to answering sensitive or difficult questions.  This framework facilitates the use of an anonymous question box as a distancing technique.
Teachers will endeavour to answer questions as honestly as possible but if faced with a question they do not feel comfortable answering within the classroom, additional provision will be made to meet the individual child’s needs.
Monitoring and Evaluation
Monitoring is the responsibility of the head teacher, governor Curriculum Committee and teacher with responsibility for sex and relationship education.
The school will assess the effectiveness of the aims, content and methods in promoting students’ learning through team teaching, sampling teachers planning, questionnaires to teachers and children and feedback from parents.
The effectiveness of the SRE programme will be evaluated by assessing children’s learning and implementing change if required.
Any change will be reflected in the school prospectus.
SRE issues is included in the induction programme for all new members of staff.
SCIENCE POLICY
Introduction
At Mill Lane Community School, we believe that science should create a sense of excitement and curiosity about the world. Through practical first-hand experiences and a variety of secondary sources, children can develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live. These experiences  allow them to observe, investigate, make sense of and communicate their findings through a variety of methods.
Aims
Our Science Policy follows the National Curriculum 2014 for Science Guidelines and aims to ensure pupils:
· develop a questioning and enquiring mind through a range of interesting and enjoyable experiences;
· develop an understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through
different types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about
the world around them;
· develop a systematic, logical and accurate way of working;
· develop a scientific language;
· apply skills and knowledge to investigations;
· use and apply science across the curriculum and real life
· work safely, co-operatively and carefully;
· respect and appreciation for the environment and living things.
Teaching and Learning
Planning
Our curriculum planning allows children to gain a progressively deeper understanding and competency as they move through the school. This is achieved by following the programmes of study for science which are set out year-by-year for key stages 1 and 2. Within each key stage, schools therefore have the flexibility to introduce content earlier or later than set out in the programme of study. Planning is based upon the new National Curriculum (2014) using Chris Quigley’s Essentials Curriculum as guidance. Programmes of Study should inform medium term plans and subsequently weekly planning. Class teachers are responsible for the relevant provision of their own classes and individually develop weekly plans which give details of learning objectives, linked to the key milestones, and appropriate differentiated activities. In the in the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile for 3 – 5 year olds, science is covered in ‘Understanding of the World’ and ‘Physical Development’ and this ensures continuity and progression throughout the school.
Organisation and Learning
Children are given the opportunity to work in a variety of ways as and when appropriate, i.e. as individuals, in groups, or as a whole class. The grouping of the children will vary, i.e. ability, mixed ability, friendship. There will be opportunities to participate in whole class teacher led investigations, as well as individual pupil driven investigations. Where possible teachers will take the opportunity to incorporate outdoor learning when relevant.
Teaching Strategies
A range of strategies will be used to deliver science in an appropriate and stimulating way. Strategies may take the form of whole class or individual research, teacher led or child led investigations, whole class or group work, discussion, questioning and enquiry-based research activities. Strategies used will depend on the skills and knowledge being taught. Children are encouraged to ask as well as answer scientific questions and use ICT to enhance their learning. Children are encouraged to use the grounds of the school to study the environment and the animals living within it.
Assessment
Assessments inform planning at each level in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment and all children’s progress is monitored termly. In Key Stage 1 and 2, assessment is achieved through discussion with pupils, observation, marking and end of unit tests or practical activities. Progress is judged against the children’s ability to apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Parents are given teacher assessments at the end of the year and are able to review progress made using the learning journey.
Health and Safety
Children are taught the rules of safety when carrying out investigations. Materials and equipment need to be handled sensibly and we try to ensure that children do this. Mill Lane follows guidance from the county who has adopted the Science Safety Policy. The Document published by the Association for Science Education “Be Safe” can be found in the Staff Room and the co-ordinator’s file.
Resources
Each class has a small stock of basic science equipment and the remainder of the science resources is kept in a central resource area. Resources are audited each year to ensure that all teachers have the right equipment to deliver their lessons
SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL (SMSC) DEVELOPMENT POLICY
 Introduction
At Mill Lane Primary School and the Windmill community Nursery the promotion of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural education is considered to be ‘a whole school issue’.  
SMSC is promoted not only through all the subjects of the curriculum but also through the ethos of the school and through the development of positive attitudes and values. This policy supports and reinforces the aims of our school, valuing all children d staff equally and as individuals
Principles
SMSC Development is crucial for individual pupils and it is crucial for society as a whole. We believe it is the heart of what education is all about - helping pupils grow and develop as people and effective participants in modern Britain.
SMSC Development is cross curricular and promotes the aims and principles of the policies for PSHCE, RE, Drug Education & Sex Education. These policies all underpin the Curriculum model as putting the child at the centre of all we do.
 It is an expectation that all staff, in all subjects, can and should make a contribution to the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of pupils through the curriculum and through the use of appropriate teaching and learning strategies e.g. discussion, reflection, pupil participation, circle time etc.
The importance of relationships between all school staff, parents and governors is crucial.  These relationships will be characterised by mutual respect, by positive attitudes, by the willingness to listen and be listened to and by the valuing of all pupils.  
General Aims for Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development  
We aim:  
· to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and in society;
· to prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life;
· to enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong, to respect the civil and criminal law of England and to appreciate the rule of law is essential for well-being and safety;
· to enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and services in England and to respect and support participation in the democratic process;  
· to promote respect and consideration for differences in gender, race, religion;
· to help each pupil achieve their full potential across all areas of the curriculum;
· to develop the individual strengths of all pupils and to provide support in areas for development;
· to inspire and stimulate the pupils in order to foster a love of learning and enquiry, to reason rationally and to apply themselves to tasks and physical skills;
· to help our pupils towards independent learning and to equip them with all life skills in order for them to take their place in a fast-changing society;
· to ensure there is continuity and progression in skills, knowledge and understanding in all areas of the curriculum;
· to develop respect for religious and moral values and understanding of other races, religions and ways of life while challenging opinions or behaviours in school that are contrary to British values;
· to help pupils to understand the world in which they live;
· to develop a sense of responsibility, consideration for others, self-respect and confidence;
· to promote good relationships between home, school and the local and wider communities.
Assessment
Informal assessment is primarily through observation of pupil behaviour, the views that pupils express, and through discussion amongst staff.  
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
This relates to the quest for individual identity and the search for meaning and purpose in our existence. It leads towards the understanding of self and others. It has to do with feelings, emotions, attitudes and beliefs.  It is not linked solely to a particular doctrine or faith and spiritual development is therefore accessible to everyone.
Aims for Spiritual Development
· The ability to listen and be still.
· The ability to reflect.
· The ability to sense wonder and mystery in the world.
· The ability to sense the special nature of human relationships .
Objectives for Spiritual Development
· To develop the skill of being physically still, yet alert.
· To develop the skill to use all one’s senses .
· To develop imagination.
· To encourage times for quiet reflection throughout the school day.
· To develop individual self confidence.
MORAL DEVELOPMENT
Pupils are encouraged to understand the need for a common code and to follow it from conviction rather than because of sanctions or consequences.  At Mill Lane we work towards an understanding of what is right and wrong.  From this basis pupils may develop the ability to make judgements and to become increasingly responsible for their own actions or and behaviour.
Aims for Moral Development
· To understand the principles lying behind decisions and actions.
· To be able to distinguish between right and wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law in England.
· To be able to make decisions, accepting and understanding consequences of their actions.
· To move gradually through a ‘taught morality’ to taking responsibility for their own moral decisions.
Objectives for Moral Development
· To tell the truth.
· To respect the rights and property of others.
· To help others less fortunate than themselves.
· To be considerate to others.
· To take responsibility of own actions .
· To exercise self-discipline.
· To develop high expectations and a positive attitude.
· To conform to rules and regulations to promote order for the good of all.
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
This enables pupils to become conscientious participants in their family, class, school, the local and wider community and make a positive contribution to the lives of others in society. Within this there should be a balance of the positive, satisfying elements of belonging to a group or society along with the demands, obligations and cooperation such membership requires.
Aims for Social Development
· To relate positively to others.
· To participate fully and take responsibility in class and school .
· To use appropriate behaviour across a range of situations.
· To work cooperatively with others.
· To use own initiative responsibly.
· To understand our place in our family, school and society.
· To encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England.
Objectives for Social Development
· To share emotions such as love, joy, hope, anguish and fear.
· To be sensitive to the needs and feelings of others.
· To work as part of a group.
· To interact positively across a range of situations, e.g. clubs, sports activities, visits, church services, music festivals etc.
· To develop an understanding of citizenship and to experience being a part of a caring community.
· To show care and consideration for others e.g. sharing and turn taking.
· To realise that every individual can do something well and have something to offer.
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
At the heart of cultural development lies the necessity to develop a sense of personal identity, whilst at the same time acquiring awareness, understanding and tolerance regarding the cultural traditions and beliefs of others.
Aims for Cultural Development
· To develop a sense of belonging to pupils’ own culture and being proud of their cultural background.
· To challenge opinions or behaviours in school that are contrary to British values.  
· To respond to cultural events.
· To share different cultural experiences.
· To respect different cultural traditions .
· To understand codes of behaviour, fitting to cultural tradition.
· To develop a balanced approach to retaining the traditions of our Christian society, whilst perceiving in a positive light the contribution of other cultures, past and present.
Objectives for Cultural Development
· To enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and services in England.
· To develop an awareness, recognition and appreciation of the Arts, i.e. Music, Art, Drama, Literature etc.
· To develop a love for learning.
· To develop an understanding of different cultures and beliefs, including Christianity.
· To appreciate the values and customs of other ethnic and faith groups which make up modern British society, and the world beyond.
· To develop the ability to value these independently.
·  ways of life while challenging opinions or behaviours in school that are contrary to British values;   
· to help the pupils understand the world in which they live;  
· to develop a sense of responsibility, consideration for others, self-respect and self-confidence;
· to promote good relationships between home, school and the local and wider communities.
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