St John’s C of E Curriculum Statement 2019
Through our Christian Faith, we acknowledge our responsibility to all, to enrich lives
and show love and respect within our school family and the local community. We
believe in lifelong learning aiming to equip our children to live life today and for
tomorrow rooted in Christian love.
For nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37) and With God all things are possible
(Matthew 19:26)
Vision Statement:
“Together we grow stronger: ‘Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength
so that we may soar on wings like eagles, run and not grow weary, walk and not be
faint’. (Isaiah 40:31)

Intent: What we want our Curriculum to do






~Our Curriculum has been designed to ensure each and every child can ' live life in all
its fullness' by offering stimulating and awe-inspiring learning experiences
with Christian values at its heart.
~It is bespoke to the needs of the pupils at St John’s, not only by focussing on
appropriate subject specific knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the
National Curriculum, but by modelling the virtues given to us by Christ and by
developing individual and collaborative learning experiences, a positive growth mind
set, a sense of responsibility and challenges that take them beyond the classroom.
~We are a small town school with a village school feel and have a constantly evolving
curriculum which is ambitious, coherently planned and sequenced. It is adapted to
the specific needs of learners and their interests by enhancing learning experiences
and raising awareness from the local area to national and global arenas. Thus, we will
develop outward looking pupils who are able to engage in learning about themselves
and have an understanding of the wider world and its complex cultures.
~Ultimately our curriculum is intended to:
Develop our head and body : What we learn
Develop our hearts and character: Who we are
Develop our actions and attitudes: How we live and learnDevelop our moral compass: Where we fit in the world
~We want our children to foster a ‘Love for Learning’ and a thirst for knowledge,
learning more and remembering more. Our pupils are educated citizens with a rich
cultural capital and we introduce them to the best that has been thought and said,
helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement.

Implement: How we do it
~We follow the National Curriculum so that children are provided with an
opportunity to follow a broad and balanced curriculum.
~Through quality teaching of knowledge, skills and vocabulary across core and
foundation subjects, all children will be challenged to be inquisitive, resilient,
compassionate, courageous and creative learners. They will have opportunities to
influence their own learning through age/stage appropriate and progressive themes
and topics. Teacher encourage learning to be centred around the needs and
interests of the child.
~Effective learning characteristics including being ambitious, reflective and
imaginative will drive teaching and learning. They will build on previous learning and
be able to make links accelerating their learning forward with direction. Assessment
is used to help pupil embed learning, check understanding and inform planning.
~Maths is taught through a Mastery Approach and White Rose is followed
throughout the school.
~English is taught daily and focuses on the three areas; Reading, Writing and SPAG.
We use Talk4Write to help to inspire writing and Bug Club to focus on our reading
comprehension skills. SPAG is taught daily through English and discretely at least
twice a week which follows a clear progression through the school.
~Home Learning projects are encouraged over the holidays which link to children’s
next literacy focus (writing and reading).
~Joined handwriting is taught from the beginning of KS2
~A Hand for Spelling programme is used across KS2 every day. KS1 focuses on High
Frequency Words and Tricky words which follow the children’s phonics.
~Reading is focused and for enjoyment. It is a priority within the school ensuring the
full curriculum is accessed. Early reading is focused on and children are assessed
regularly ensuring gaps are addressed early.
~Reading connects closely to phonics and books are linked to phonetic knowledge.
Phonics is taught daily in EYFS to Y2 using Letters and Sounds.
~Enrichment days and weeks are key to developing some aspects of the National
Curriculum.
~RE is taught using the locally agreed syllabus, we have RE journey days where
children are immersed into the subject and we worship together every day.
~PE is taught by a PE specialist and swimming lessons by a qualified swimming
teacher for children throughout the school.
~PSHE is taught through the Jigsaw scheme and we hold a weekly PSHE worship as
well as Healthy School week and Anti bullying/Cyber awareness days.
~Year groups take part in sharing worships which promotes the children’s
understanding of the ethos and learning values. British Values and Spiritual, Moral,
Social and Cultural expectations (SMSC).
~Residential trips are offered to Y5&Y6 on an alternate yearly basis.
~At least three educational experiences take place a year in each class, 1 in school
and 2 trips.

~Theatrical skills are developed through performances and each class performs once
a year.
~Parents are invited into school regularly for information events and Parents
evenings. They are invited to regular services that we hold at St John’s Church as
well as to various PTA events.
~Our SEND children are well supported and their learning is matched to their need.
#Work is challenging and is sequenced to ensure knowledge is built and
remembered.
~Teachers professional Development is regularly updated to ensure teachers have a
strong subject knowledge.

Impact: What this means for our children
~We know our curriculum is impactful as children tell us they love their learning and
they take great pride in their work.
~Parents feedback tells us that they are happy with their children’s education and
personal growth.
~Learning attitudes by the children are very good and they are motivated and
engaged in their learning.
~Monitoring shows that children are active in their own learning, enjoy the
challenges set for them and are able to think flexibly and creatively.
~Analysis of internal testing provides staff with an accurate overview in order to
‘close any gaps’.
~Children are able to discuss books and have a love for reading, they read widely and
often.
~ Children are able to use Mathematical concepts appropriate to their age.
~ Children’s academic progress is reflected in their results and pupils make good
progress ensuring that when they leave St John’s they are ready for their next stage
of learning.
Our children will have a confident set of skills, knowledge, norms and Christian
values which can be used to get ahead in education and life more generally. In short
they will learn more, remember more, enjoy more and develop more spiritually,
socially and emotionally. Thus enabling them to be ready for their next stage in
education.

