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Excellent

teaching gives children the life chance they deserve.

Enjoyment
is the birthright of every child.

But the most powerful mix is the one that brings the two together.

o L




Contents

1111111111111

School | nf or mateeeéepréeéééececeé

Headt eacher 0s...Wel.caome.......... 6
ViSion and ValUES .......oooviiiiiiiiiiiieciee e 7
Your Chi l.d.o.s...DaY. i 8
N 1 =T 6 F= T Lol PR 9
UNITOIM e 10

,,,,,,,,,,,,

Wrap Around Care ééééceeceeceecélrécée.

WEITAIE . 12
Pastoral Care & Behaviour — ......ccccccceeeiviiiiiiiiiee e, 13
Parental Involvement ... 14
Starting NUISEIY ... 15
Helping Your Child ... 17
ReadiNg ...cooiiiee e 18
PRONICS e 19
Handwriting ééééeééééééécecce. 25
WIHTING e 27
MALNS oo 30

Relationships & PSHEEduc ati on ééééé.eéeé a3
EYFES APPS . 35

EYFS Websites écééééééécceé 36



Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

A Typical Ear |
Early Years
Early Learning
Devel opment

7

Key Skills Overvie ws é é é é

y

7

e

Go al

é

éeée

Year s

é

Foundat

é

é

seéeéeéecéalk

é

0]

é

n

é

e e

e

Jour ne\eéé

é

é

38

Stage 4A s s

7 7

7 7

é

é

7

é

e

46

7

7

ee

Matterséééééeéeéeéeedpéé

D~

e

(N

D

D~

D

D

D~

(O

D

ssment é

-

(N

D~

N

D~

(N

D

D~



School Information

Russell Street
Stony Stratford
Milton Keynes
MK11 1BT

Tel: 01908 563148

Website : www.russell -street -school.co.uk

Headteacher: Mrs D Robinson.

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs J Van  Rooyen.
Assistant Headteacher: Mrs S Camp.
Nursery Lead: Mrs S Jeffery.

Chair of Governors: Dr N Sumpter.

School Business Manager: Mrs A Starr.

Safeguarding and Child Protection: Mrs D Robinson & Mrs Lydia Read.

Office Contact: office@russell -street-school.co.uk

Admissions Contact:
https://www.milton -keynes.gov.uk/schools -and -lifelong -learning/school -admissions

primaryadmissions@milton _-keynes.gov.uk
Tel: 01908 253338

Civic Offices

1 Saxon Gate East

Central Milton Keynes

MK9 3EJ
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Headteacher ds Wel c o me

oince

Your child is an individual & dhey deserve a unique, personalised education.

A warm welcome to Russell Street School. We are a dedicated, hard  -working,
friendly team who work very closely together to support children's growth and learning.

We are an infant school situated in the heart of Stony Strat ford. Choosing an infant school
education ensures that you have a whole school team supporting your child who are
dedicated to and specialise in the education of 3 to 7 years olds. We have extremely

strong links with our local junior school, ensuring tha  t there is a seamless transition into Key
Stage Two.

Russell Street School was built in 1844 and moved into the present buildings in 1907. We are
a Local Authority school that caters the Early Years Foundation Stage (3 -5 years old), which
includes a nurse ry and reception classes and Key Stage 1 (5 -7 year olds). There are three
classes in each year group with a maximum of 288 places, which includes 78 part -time
nursery places.

We have high expectations, inclusive approaches, an exciting bespoke curriculum and
excellent teaching. We aim to create a happy, caring environment in which children

develop self -confidence and independence; are encouraged to be considerate and

show respect for others. Russell Street children  are encouraged to work hard; have a
positive attitude to learning and become confident in their own ability.

We are committed to  working in partnership with our parents, the local and global

community to develop our pupilsdé values for
prepare them for lifelong learning.

Mrs Dawn Robinson




Vision and Values of Russell Street School

Russell Street School children are STARS Safe, Together, Achieve, Resilient, Special.

SAFE
6We all have the right to feel safe all the t
cannot talk about i1it.d (RSS i Safe Pr
TOGETHER

Highly supportive relationships are established based on mutual respect. Children make a
positive contributi on to society. They understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens
and respect the beliefs and values of others.

ACHIEVE
Children achieve the best possible outcomes through the delivery of an exciting, ambitious
curriculum built around progressi  ve new skills and knowledge acquisition. Children have a

strong desire to learn more and  acquire the knowledge and cultural capital they need to
succeed in life.

RESILIENT
Children demonstrate high levels of self  -determination and control. Through a growt h
mindset attitude, children believe the impossible is possible.

SPECIAL
Children have access to a wide, rich set of experiences and have frequent opportunities to
develop their talents and interests. Children feel an important sense of worth and
belongi ng ensuring good mental health and well -being.




Your Chil dos Day

9:00am Arrive and enter the nursery building.

12:00pm End of the Morning Session

1:00pm End of Lunch

3.00pm End of the day

All children will have access to water at all times. Please provide your child with a water
bottle every day . We will send them home at the end of each session to be thoroughly
cleaned.

Cool Milk Schem e

Milk is provided free of charge to all children und er the age of five. Once your child

becomes five, you are still able to order an d pay for milk for your child. ~ To receive your
childdés free or paid for mil knliggou must register
https://www. coolmilk .com

Snack
Children are provided daily with a free piece of fresh fruit.

Lunch

You can order a school meal provided daily by Essence Catering. All meals should be
ordered online.

Please see the Essence Catering Website for further details:

WwWw.essence -catering.co.uk

You may send your child to school with a packed lunch if you prefer. Packed lunches must
contain only healthy choice food and should be sent to school in a clearly named lunch
box. All food items s hould be nut free . Water is the preferred drink choice.

The Russell Street School website has many facts and figures that you may find useful
www.russell -street -school.co.uk



http://www.essence-catering.co.uk/
http://www.russell-street-school.co.uk/

Attendance

Although your child is non -compulsory school age we need to know if they are not going to
attend a session as this is part of our routine safe  -guarding measures. Please inform the
office about the absence of your child by 9.00 am. All unexplained absences  will be
followed up by the  office . If your child has a medical appointment during the school day,
please make su re you inform the school office and send evidence of the appointment (e.g
hospital letter) to the school e -mail address (office @russell -street-school.co.uk).

Holiday Absence during Term Time

As your child is non -compulsory school age you can take a holiday during the school term
time. We would appreciate it if you could fil | out a holiday form in advance. The holiday
forms can be | ocated on our Par ent o %oraBmatvely
you can collect a form from the foyer of the main school office.




Uniform

Nursery children do not need to wear uniform, however, if you would like your child to wear
uniform the school uniform is as follows:

Red or navy sweatshirts / cardigans.

White, red or blue polo shirts.

Grey, navy or black ©6bottomsaés,skidss. g. trouser s,
In the summer an optional extra of red or navy gingham dresses.

Sensible footwear (flat and closed toed).

No jewellery, other than plain stud earrings.

=A =4 =4 A4 4 4

School sweatshirts and polo shirts are availabl e

https://www.maisies -superstore.co.uk

The most important thing is that your child can easily pull down their own bottoms to go to the

toilet. For example, your child may want to wear a dress in the cooler months and can wear
leggings underneath instead of tights. Any item of clothing with buttons and zips hinders your
childds independence.

Please name every i t em of y cckthingc hi | dds

Lost Property

All unnamed items will be held in the lost property box, which is situated outside the Nursery
building at the start and end of each session. This is until the end o f the half term and then it
isgiven to a charity collection.

Nursery children will need to leave a  labelled pair of wellington b oots in scho ol please.
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Wrap Around Care

BEFERE AND
AFTER SCHEEL CAR

We have a dedicated building in which to provide a safe and relaxed social environment
for the start and the end of the school day for those families who require before and after
school care provision.

Before and After School Care is run by Premier Education.

For further information or to book a place, please go to www.premier -education.com

see our school website.

Monday to Friday 7.30am - 8:40am Breakfast Club

3pm - 6pm After School Club

Please note that for After School Club  you can chose either a 5pm pickup or a 6pm
pickup.

or

17 L
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Welfare

Russell Street School is committed to Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The Health & Safety of all
children is paramount.

Parents and carers expect the school to provide a safe, secure and caring environment in

which their children can flourish. To meet this expectation, the school implements a wide
range of measures and policies, i ncluding the
policy and Health & Safety policy.

Child protection
Qur first priority is your childds wel fas@. The
suspected cases of child abuse. We will do this in every case.

Administering Medicines

Only medicines prescribed by a doctor can be administered in school. If your child requires
prescribed medication during the day, it should be handed to the ~ member of Nursery staff

on the Nursery door at the start of the day. A medical consent form must be completed

and signed stating the precise dose and time for the medication to be given. Medication
mustbe cl early | abelled with your chil dds name.

Bumped Heads

If your child has a significant bump to the  head duri ng the course of the school day, your
chid will bring home a bumped head note. If the bump is significant, a member of staff will
call you to let you know.

Keeping Your Child Safe
The following websites can support you in keeping your child safe.

NSPCC
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing -abuse/keeping -children -safe/underwear -rule/

E-Safety
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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Pastoral Care and Behaviour

We provide a caring environment in which people and property are respected. We are

committedto 6 Rest or at i v;ehelghg the dhilderets énderstand the impact that

their choices have on the community around them. We use daily circle times to build strong
relationships and communities. The focus of the
reinforcement of ex pected behaviours. Courtesy, consideration and self -discipline are
expected and encouraged at all times. We give children clear, consistent guidelines and

boundaries for behaviour in school and encourage parents to support us in this at home.

Bullying is not tolerated. All allegations of bullying are taken seriously and dealt with as
appropriate. Both the bully and the victim are counselled and given support.

I f necessary, O6thinking timed or the withdramwal
in line with the school's Behaviour Policy. Where a child's behaviour is a serious or persistent

cause for concern, the parents are formally involved and invited to school to discuss how

their chil dds challenges and needs/|liaisemnwithboetsids u p |
agencies if expert support is required.

Rewards

There is a focus on intrinsic awards. Teaching
children being goodd.

Birthdays are celebrated in classrooms and children will receive a sticker. Please inform the

office if you do not celebrate birthdays. As a healthy school, we do not give out sweets etc
on birthdays If you would like your chil  d to give something to their friends , stickers or a book
for the class to share are welcome.

13



Parental Involvement

A close partnership between school and parents is vital to a child's educational progress.

There are regular Parents' Consultation evenings arranged so that parents can discuss their

child's pr ogress with the teaching staff. In Nursery we use Evidence Me , which is an
assessment, observation and reporting app. It shows the impact of children's learning by
capturing learners' experiences and monitoring their development. This will be sent out ha If-
termly. Parents are wel come to contact the Nursery Leader or Headteacher if any concerns
arise during the school year.

Parents' Association

The Parents' Association is a charity, run by parents, which exists to raise money for the school

and to bring the parents of the school and community together. The PA regularly pays for

extra books for the library, the water coolers and extra toys for cla ssrooms. It also raises money
for additional extras like the climbing frame in the playground, the library refurbishment and

play equipment.

The PA is made up of parents and relies on parents volunteering to man stalls at the School
Fete orto help outa tafter -school events. Parents can get involved by helping to plan events,
matched funding if their employer operates such a scheme, donating prizes to school

events, buying the fundraising products made by children such as tea -towels or Christmas
cards, g iving their time to help out at events.
Volunteering is fun and rewarding. Events benefit your child in providing an oc casion for

them to remember as well as  money to buy equipment that will enhance their school
experience.

14



Sarting Nursery

Starting Nursery is an exciting time for you and your child. We will do everything possible to
ensure your child is happy, feels secure and develops a thirst for lifelong learning.

Youcansupportyou r chi |l d&s t r an sby ttalkirgpositivaly abouthhomresciinmg it
will be to meet other childr en and to learn new things

Some boo ks which discuss starting Nursery that you could read to your child are:

oo Georges O

- Ftrst Day ot P'm sfqrﬁng
1A% Ploygroup NV rse\’)’

Spot Loves
Nursery

ﬂ Eric Hill

KEIE((A PATTERSON

INNER o the Roald Dabl Funmy Prize



https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/180918/peppa-pig--george-s-first-day-at-playgroup/9781409309079.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/267397/i-m-starting-nursery--a-pirate-pete-book/9780723294016.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/273743/spot-loves-nursery/9780723296379.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1090765/my-busy-being-bella-day/9781780080079.html

Helping Your Child

Use pretend play to explore the idea of Nursery

Take turns being the parent, child, and key  -worker. Act out common daily routines, such as

saying good -bye, taking off your coat, singing songs, reading stories, having Circle Time

and playing outside. Reassure your child that Nursery is a good place where they will have

fun and | earn. Answer your childds questions pa
control which reduces their anxiety.

Read books about Nursery

Share books with your child over the summer before Nursery starts. Talk about the story and
how the characters are feeling. Ask how your child is feeling.

Make a game out of practis ing self -help skills.

These skills include unzipping their coat, hanging their coat on a hook, putting on their

Nursery rucksack,fast eni ng t heir shoes. For example, you
your child to see how quickly your child can put on their shoes. When you play Nursery

together, you can give your child the ¢ hance to practis e taking off their coat, and sitting
ocrédegged. 6 I f your child wild.l be bringing | unc
and have a picnic together.

Worries

Listen to your childds worries.

Al though 1 tés tempting to quickly reassure your
child know that their worries have been heard. No matter what they are, big or small,
childrends worries about Nursery c anetlereghMlliydui c an
remember to pick me up in the afternoon? Will the grown -ups be kind?

Let your child know ités normal to feel happy,
starting something new can feel scary and that lots of people feel that wa y. It can be

helpful to share a time when you started something new and how you felt. When you allow

your child to share their worries, you can help them to think through how to dea | with them.

For example, if your child is worried about missing you, you ¢ an explain that a family
photograph can be kept at Nursery.

As you begin the countdown to the first day, here are some things to keep in mind:
During the two weeks b efore Nursery starts:
1 Purchase a small rucksack together with your child. If possible, let your child choose
it. Your child will need a change of clothes, including underwear and socks, which

needs to be brought to Nursery at the start of every half term.
1 Label all items.

16



1 Figure out how your child will get to school and how your child will come home. Talk
to your child about the morning and afternoon routine so that they understand that
they will be safe, okay, and cared for.
T As mentioned before, start wusing your chil do

The night b efore Nursery:

1 Answer any last -minute questi ons from your child.

1 Letyour child choose (weather - and school -appropriate) clothes for their first day.

1 Make sure that your child goes to bed on time.

T Pick a bedtime that gives your child a good
bedtimeroutt ne soothing and rel axing. Dondthefirsbcus

day of Nursery unless your child wants to.
The first day:

9 Wake up early enough so that you and your <ch
Nursery.

1 Make breakfast for your child and, if possible, sit down to eat together fi or at least
talk with your child as they eat and you get ready.

i Review the dayds routine (what nursery wil/
Nursery/come home).

9 Pack your chil d&és r ucks ac kingihgdunah,tsélestifoodsthdt y our
you know are their favo urites. Having some familiarity on the first day is helpful as your
child adjusts to so many changes.

1 Letyour child choose a special stuffed animal or blanket to bring to Nursery. This can
help children make the transition from home to school. Please send your child with a
family photo. These familiar objects can help if your child feels lonely during the day.

Saying a goodb ye
These strategies can ease the jitters of separating on yo ur c hfirst ddy@asNursery .

Keep your tone positive and upbeat.

Children pick up on the reactions of the trusted adults in their lives. So try not to look worried
or sad, and dondot | inger t oo IbgemayreasSueyouachidui c k,
that all w ill be well.

Think about creating a special good bye routine.

For example, you can give your child a kiss on
of you can sing a special song  together before you leave. Good bye routines are

comforting to children  and help them understand and prepare for what will happen next.

Resist the rescue.
Try not to run back in  to the building if you hear your child crying, as upsetting as this can

be. This is a big change and your child may, quite understandably, feel sad and a little
scared. But if you run back in, it sends  the message that your child  is only okay if you are
there and it is | i kel ytressandmake it hardegforyhenu r toadapt.! d 0 s

Rest assured, Nursery staff have had many years of exper ience with helping fami lies make
the shift to Nursery . Instead, you ca n wait outside the Nursery building  for a few minutes to
ensure that all is well, or call the school later in the morning to check in.

17



Itis crucial for children to develop a life -long love of reading. Reading consists of two
dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension
(necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk
with children about the w  orld around them and the books (stories and non -fiction) they
read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words
(decoding) a nd the speedy recognition of familiar printed words.

3 and 4 year olds will learn to u  nderstand the five key concepts about print:
- print has meaning

- print can have different purposes

- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom

- the names of the different parts of a book

- page sequencing

Ways to support your child

1 Sing nursery rhymes every day as part of your daily routine (for example, at bath

time)

1 Share a book with your child every day and make this a special part of your day (for
example, at bedtime)

T When reading to your child explain unfamilia
vocabulary

9 Visit the local library
1 Point out print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or door number or a familiar
logo
1 Afterreadingstor i es ask your child 6éwhatd and O6why?d

happened in the story?6 and oWhy do you thin

The most important thing to remember is to be present. Make your story and rhyme t imes a
comfortable and calm experience . Snuggle up and make time for this part of the day.

18



Phonics

When your child is ready we will introduce them to our Phonics programme.

At Russell Street School we use the Read Write Inc approach. The children are
given opportunities to expand their vocabulary through role -play, discussion,
building sentences and using productive questioning. It places huge emphasis

on developing childrends | ove of reading
times.

In the last term of Nursery, children are taught to say the sounds of letters with

the help of mnemonics, to blend the sounds into words and read simple

Obl ending books®d. This gives them a flyi
class.

We teach phonics in the order listed on the following pages. To support your
child learning phonics at home, Read Write Inc home resources can be
purchased for home use from Amazon or similar websites.

Phonics
Flashcards BB _ ics

Flashcardsi

[ 19 L



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.whsmith.co.uk/products/read-write-inc-home-phonics-flashcards/9780198386711&ei=bvZeVe-CNumV7Aawt4KACw&bvm=bv.93990622,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNG13MZc-DylDjzVDmPyKop-YyV9cA&ust=1432373206091496
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.focusonphonics.co.uk/acatalog/Read_Write_Inc._Home_Storybooks.html&ei=WvZeVdrBA4Kv7AaQ34PwBg&bvm=bv.93990622,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNG13MZc-DylDjzVDmPyKop-YyV9cA&ust=1432373206091496

The following websites also provide a wealth of material S.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t -1-3916-parents -phonics -pack

http://www.letters -and -sounds.com/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/

Chil dren are taught to recognise sounds
bl endd them) into words for reading. Th
the 44 main sounds of English first, and then go on to learn the alternative

spellings later on. When teaching your child letter sounds, it is important to
remember to keep them very Opur e d-blanding di
later on. If you are unsure how to pronounce pure so unds visit
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound -pronunciation -quide/ to hear

the sounds. To enable your child to gain confidence in reading, they should

only be ask ed to read words containing letter sounds they know securely.

Term Meaning
CvC A consonant -vowel -consonant word, such as cat, pin or top. You may
also come across the abbreviation CCVC for consonant -consonant -

vowel -consonant words such as clap and from. Also CVCC for words
such as mask and belt.

Phoneme Phonemes are the smallest unit of speech  -sounds which make up a
word. If you change a phoneme in a word, you would change its

meaning. For example, there are three phonemes in the word sit /s/ -/il -
/t/. If you change the phoneme /s/ for /f/, you have a new word, fit. If
you change the phoneme /t/ in fit for a /sh/, you have a new word, fish

- Ifl -1l -Ishl.

Grapheme | Graphemes are the written representation of sounds.

20
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Sounds Set 1

(RWIHome Phonics Flashcards Set 1 - Green Box )

m-a-s-d-t-i-n-p-g-o-c-k-u-b-f-e-I-h-sh-r-j-v-y-w-th-z-
ch -qu -x-ng dnk

Sounds Set 2

(RWI More Home Phonics Flashcards Set 2 - Yellow Box)

ay 0dee digh dow 000 doo dar dor dair dird ou 0oy

Sounds Set 3

(RWI More Home Phonics Flashcards Set 2 - Yellow Box)

a-edea 0i-e 0o-e du-e daw dare ouroeroow dai ooa dew Oire dear Oure
d tious d tion

The following record sheet can enable you to keep tr ack of your <chi
progress in the phonics programme.

Mark with a tick when they can accurately say the correct letter sound when
you show them the letter(s).

Sounds Set 1

m a S d
t [ n p
g o] C Kk
u b f e
L h sh r

J v y w
Th z ch qu
X ng nk
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Sounds Set 2

ay say ee Meet
igh night ow Snow
00 moon 00 Loo k
ar park or Worn
air pair ir first
ou count oy toys

Speed Sound 1/ 2 Speed Sound 3 Example word
(Already introduced) (Alternative spelling)
ee ea seat
oy oi join
ay a-e name
igh I-e time
ow 0-e home
00 u-e tune
or aw saw
air are share
ir er after
ir ur turn
ou ow tow n
ay/a -e ai snail
ow/o -e oa boat
oo/u -e ew chew
ire hire
ear hear
ure sure
tion tradi tion
cious deli cious
tious scrump tious

22



First45 key words to learn to read and spell

In frequency order reading down the columns

Reception 45 Key Words

I see to for get

a can no all said

it cat go are look

IS dog of you big
like the in they come
mum she am this away

dad he at went day
my we on was going

and me up yes play

I see to for get

23



First 100 words to learn to read and spell KS1

the that not loo k p ut
and with then dond co uld
a all were come house
to we go will old
said can little into too
in are as back by
he Up no from day
I had mum children mad e
of my one him time
it her them Mr IGm
was w hat do get if
you there me just help
they out down now Mrs
on this dad came called
she have big oh here
IS we nt when abo ut off
for be itd s got asked
at like see their saw
his some loo ked people make
b ut SO very your an

24



Handwriting

By the end of year 2 children are now expected to know horizontal and diagonal strokes

needed to join letters. Instead of teaching the children to write letters without these stokes
in year R, then teach them a completely different method in year 1 (which can be very

confusing for your child) at Russell Street School we teach the continuous cursive font from

year R through to year 2.

Our font is as follows:

ab cdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
OPQRSTUVWXYZ

25






